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PREFACE. 

Some Studies on the Gospels are here offered to the 
reader. I have never been able to consent with that 
which so often is asserted — ^namely, that the Gospels are 
in the main plain and easy, and that all the chief diffi- 
culties of the New Testament are to be found in the 
Epistles. There are, indeed^ by the gracious provision of 
God^ abundance of plaiu things — so plain that no way- 
farer^ who seeks his waymarks^ need err for lack of such, 
— ^alike in these and in those. But when we begin to set 
the hard things of one portion of Scripture against the 
hard things of another^ I cannot admit that they have 
right who assume it as lifted above all doubt that those 
of the Epistles infinitely surpass those of the Gospels. 
How often the difficulties of the Epistles are merely diffi- 
culties of form ; not of the thought, but of the setting 
forth of the thought; of the logical sequence, which only 
requires a patient disentangling, and all is comparatively 
clear. But in the Gospels it is not the form of the 
thought, for that for the most part presents little or 
nothing perplexing, but the thought itself, the divine fact 
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n PREFACE. 

or statement, -which itself constitutes the diflSculty. Nor, 
if I am right in affirming it to be so, is this in any way 
strange. For while there must be deep things everywhere 
in Scripture, things past man's finding out, else it were 
no revelation, surely it is nothing surprising that the Son 
of God, who moved in all worlds as in regions familiar to 
Him, who was not the illuminated, but the Illuminator 
of all others, not inspired, but the Inspirer, should utter 
the words of widest range and mightiest reach, those 
which should most task even the enlightened spirit of 
man to understand. Believing that it is thus with his 
words, that they must be at once the highest and the 
deepest of all, that in his life there must be mysteries 
which find only their remote resemblances in the lives of 
any other, I have often regretted that those who in our 
time and Church have brought the choicest gifts to the 
interpretation of the New Testament, have either restricted 
themselves to the elucidation of the Epistles, as if these 
alone would offer sufficient resistance to them ; or where 
their work has embraced both, have wrought out this 
latter portion of it with far more of thought and toil than 
the earlier. Surely there are hard questions enough sug- 
gested by the Sermon on the Mount, if only we would 
learn to look at it a little less superficially t&an now is 
"our wont, questions which have never yet received an 
entirely satisfactory solution. So, too, in the great Prophecy 
from the Mount there are knots, which, to my mind at 
least, have never been perfectly untied. Neither is the 
solemn judgment scene with which the twenty-fifth chapter 
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PREFACE. vii 

of St. Matthew closes altogether so easy as it seems. The 
limpid clearness of St. John's style conceals from us often 
the profundity of the thought, as the perfect clearness of 
waters may altogether deceive us about their depth ; and 
we may thus be too lightly tempted to conclude that 
while St. Paul may be hard, St. John at all events is easy. 
I believe this to be very far from the case. 

These Studies, written for the most part some years 
ago, are the fruit of this conviction ; not that in them I 
have gone out of my way to seek the hard passages in 
the Gospels, although I have not shunned such. They 
are the fragments of a much larger scheme, in which I 
had not advanced far before I saw plainly that I could 
never hope to complete it; and which I thereupon laid 
aside. Gathering up lately a portion of what I had 
written, for publication, I have given it as careful a 
revision as my leisure would allow, have indeed in 
many parts rewritten it, seeking to profit by the results 
of the latest criticism, as far as I have been able to 
acquaint myself with them. For my labours I shall be 
abundantly repaid, if now, when so many controversies 
are drawing away the Christian student from the rich 
and quiet pastures of Scripture to other fields, not per- 
haps barren, but which can yield no such nourishment 
as these do, I shall have contributed aught to detain 
any among them. 



PjOJlob^ Dublih: 
March 8, 1867. 
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STUDIES IN THE GOSPELS. 



I. THE TEMPTATION. 

Uatt iv. I — II ; Mark u 1%, 13; Luke iy. i — 13. 

Op the Temptation of our Lord we possess three records : 
two more full, in the first and third Gospels, one more 
summary, in the second. St. John has no report of it, 
and indeed no allusion to it, except indeed we are to find 
one in the words of Christ, ^The prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in Me ' (xiv. 30) ; though, of 
course, even then the reference could • not be exclusively 
to it ; but only to it as the supreme moment in which 
Hhe prince of this world' wrought his worst, that so he 
might have ^ something ' in Him, as through sin he has 
something in every other child of Adam. Origen (on 
Matt, xxvii. 32) calls attention to the fact that, with all the 
significance which the Temptation possesses, occupying 
as it does a place in the foreground of two Gospels and, 
although more briefly, of a third, no place has been found 
for it, any more than for the Transfiguration, in the 
fourth. He suggests as a reason for this omission that 
it did not belong to the theology^ using this term in its 
strictest sense ; not, that is, to the divine, but rather to the 

B 
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2 THE TEMPTATION. 

human, aspect of Christ's person and work ; He being 
tempted not as He was God, who cannot be tempted 
with evil (Jam. i. 13), but as He was man. It cohered 
therefore intimately with the predominant purpose and 
aim of the three earlier Gospels that the Temptation 
should find a place in them, with the intention of the 
fourth that it should be absent there. 

Assuredly Origen is right in starting with the assump- 
tion that some explanation is to be looked for; that there 
is nothing of haphazard in the admissions and exclusions 
of the several Evangelists ; that a prevailing idea in each 
Gospel accounts for what it has, and what it has not ; and 
why it has, or has not, this or the other incident or 
discourse. Indeed I am persuaded that, notwithstanding 
all which has been already accomplished, devout students 
of Scripture may for a long time to come find an ample, 
almost inexhaustible, field of study in the tracing out 
in each the operation of this ever active law of exclusion 
and inclusion. At the same time we need not look so far 
as he has looked for an explanation of the important fact 
which he has thus noted ; and which, indeed, almost all 
must have observed. The record of the Temptation in 
the previous Gospels does not to me make strange the 
omission of it in St. John's, but rather accounts for it ; 
seeing that his Gospel was certainly intended to be 
supplementary to those which went before; not to go 
over ground which they had sufficiently gone over 
already ; but to treasure up precious aspects of the life 
of Christ, of his words and works, which they had passed 
by. Such was the spiritual opulence of that life that 
only so, only through a * four-sided Gospel,' as Origen him- 
self iias called it, could that life be adequately presented 
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THE TEMPTATION. 3 

to the Church: This supplementary character of St. 
John's Gospel, when once admitted, at once explains why- 
he did not relate what those who went before him had 
so fully related. 

This history of our Lord's Temptation in the wilder^ 
ness ought never to be contemplated apart from that of 
his Baptism. It is certain, at least, that we shall miss 
much of its significance, if we dissociate it even in thought 
from the solemn recognition of the Son by the Father, 
and salutation of Him from heaven, with which the 
Evangelical History in all its three narratives has knit 
it so closely (Matt. iii. 16, 17; Mark i. 9-11; Luke iii. 
21, 22). The Church of old did not shrink from calling 
her Lord's Baptism his second nativity.^ It is true, 
indeed, that when some of the early sects made it his 
first divine nativity (and Ebionites and Gnostics,' op- 
posed in so much else, had a common interest in this), 
she then fell back upon the mightier fact, the Incarnation, 
in the assertion of which alone she felt herself to possess 
a Son of God in any but a deceptive and merely illusory 
sense. The Baptism may thus have fallen somewhat out 
of sight, and not come to its full honours, or to all the 
prominence which, except for these disturbing causes, it 
would have obtained. 

It is not however here my part to consider the Baptism 
more than under a single aspect, namely, in its con- 

' See a sermon to this effect which used to be ascribed to AagostiDe, 
but which the Benedictine Editors have rightly adjudged to the Appendix 
(Serm, 135), in which this is strongly set forth, poshed almost to a perilous 
excess. 

' The followers of Basilides, as Clemens of Alexandria tells us {Strom, 
i. ai), kept a feast of the Baptism, which they ushered in witli a night, 
spent in the reading of the Scriptures. 

b2 
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4 THE TEMPTATION. 

nection with the Temptation. The Son m that Baptism 
had received his heavenly armour^ and now He goes 
forth to prove it, and try of what temper it is. Having 
been baptized with water and the Holy Ghost, He shall 
now be baptized with the fire of temptation; even as 
there is another baptism, the baptism of blood (Matt. 
XX. 22), in store for Him: for the gifts of God are not 
for the Captain of our salvation any more than for his 
followers the pledge of exemption from a conflict, but 
rather powers with which He is furnished, and, as it 
were, inaugurated thereunto ;^ and thus that word with 
which the Temptation is introduced, ^ Then wa^ Jesm led 
into the midemess,' a word which links this event so 
closely with the Baptism, is much more than a mere 
^ then,' designating succession of titae ; for indeed it 
denotes rather the divine order in which the events of 
the Saviour's life followed one another, and is intended 
to call our attention to this. 

And as with the Baptism, so also with the Temptation. 
We cannot estimate too highly the importance of the 
victory which was then gained by the second Adam, or 
the bearing which it had, and still has, on the work of 
our redemption. Milton showed that he had a true feeling 
of this, when he wrote a poem which contained nothing 
more than a history of this victoriously surmounted 
' temptation, and called it Paradise Regained', setting it, 
as the story of the second Adam's victory, over against 
Paradise Lost, or the story of the first Adam's defeat It 
is not too much to say, as Augustine said often, that the 
entire history, moral and spiritual, of the world revolves 

' As Ohrjsostom {Horn, 13 in MatU) well says here: «a2 yhp iid to&ro 
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THE TEMPTATION. 5 

around two petsons, Adam and Christ.* To Adam was 
given a position to maintain ; he did not maintain it^ and 
the lot of the world for ages was decided. And now with 
the second Adam the second trial of our race has arrived. 
All is again at issue. Again we are represented by a 
Champion, by One who is in the place of ally — whose 
standing shall be the standing of many, and whose fall^ 
if that fall had been conceivable, would have been the 
fall of many, yea of all. Once already Satan had thought 
to nip the kingdom of heaven in the bud, and had nearly 
succeeded. If it had not been for a new and unlooked-for 
interposition of God, for the promise of the Seed of the 
woman, he would have done it. He will now prove if 
he cannot more effectually crush it, and for ever. Then, 
on that first occasion, there was still a reserve, the pattern 
according to whom Adam was formed ; who should come 
forth in due time to make what Adam had marred ; — ^but 
He failing, there was none behind ; the last stake would 
have been played, — and lost 

^ Then was Jesus led of the Spirit into the wilderness.^ 
If it be asked, of what Spirit He was thus led, un- 
doubtedly of the Spirit of God — ^in the words of Jeremy 
Taylor, ^ He was led by the good Spirit to be tempted of 
the evil.' Some few have understood it otherwise, and 
that it was the same evil Spirit who afterwards en- 
countered Him in the wilderness, who first led Him 
thither.* But this is certainly a mistake. We have here 

' Op. Imp, Con. Jul. ii. 163 : Unde fit nt totum getias hamanam qaodam- 
modo Bint homines dao, priiuns et seoandas. Serm. 90 : Veoit nous oontrft 
anam ; contra annm qni sparsit anas qai oollegit .... Homo et homo ; 
homo ad mortem, et homo ad vitam. 

' See Spanheim, Dub. Etan.y L. They have often foand an argument in 
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6 TBE TEMPTATION. 

one, and of course the most signal and transcendant, 
of those stirrings from the Spirit of God to some heroic 
achievement whereof we have many anticipations in lower 
forms of the spiritual life in the Old Testament, as in 
Moses (Acts vii. 23), in Gideon (Judg. vi. 34), in Samson 
(Judg. xiii. 25 ; xiv. 19). The Captain of our salvation 
went into the wilderness, drawn by another, but at the 
same time freely ; in the words of one of the Schoolmen, 
as an athlete going of his own accord,^ or, to cite Jeremy 
Taylor once more, ' not by an unnatural violence, but by 
the efficacies of inspiration, and a supernatural inclination 
and activity of resolution/ 

The scene of the Temptation was the ^ wUdemeasJ 
What wilderness we are not told;* and all which it 
imports us to note is that it was a wilderness, in which 
this encounter of the good and the evil, each in its highest 
representative, found place. There could have been no 
fitter scene, nor so fit^ The waste and desert places of the 
earth are, so to speak, the characters which sin has visibly 
impressed on the outward creation; its signs and its 

the avrbv iK^^XXei of Mark i. 12, as thongh no such violent diiving or 
thrusting forth as thb word implies oonld have been ascribed to the Holj 
Spirit. There is no force in the argnnient. *'&Kp6>Xtty in Hellenistic nse 
continually signifies not a violent thrusting oat*, but an orderly putting 
forth. Thus, * Pray ye therefore the Jjord of the harvest that He will send 
forth (iva tK^&ky) labourers into his harvest ' (Matt. ix. 38) ; the householder • 
hringeth forth (UpaXkii) out of his treasure new and old (Matt. xiii. 51 ; 
cf. John X. 4 ; Jam. ii. 35) ; and with this milder nse of the word agree the 
avfj)firi and the ^ero by which St. Matthew and St. Luke severally de- 
scribe the bringing of the Lord upon the scene of his temptation. 

' Quasi athleta sponte procedens (Aquinas). 

* Tradition places the scene of the Temptation in ^ the wilderness that 
goeth up from Jericho ' (Josh. xvi. i ; cf. Josephus, Antt, x. 8. 2), which ex- 
tended a great part of the way to Jerusalem (Josh, xviii. 12), and fixes it 
more immediately on a steep and rugged mountain rising like a wall of rock 
' from the plain, and subsequently called Quarantana, from the quarantain, or 
forty days of fasting, which the Lord had there observed. 
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THE TEMPTATION. 7 

symbols there ; the echoes in the outward world of the 
desolation and wasteness which sin has wrought in the 
inner life of men. Out of a true feeling of this men have 
ever conceived of the wilderness as the haunt of evil 
spirits. In the old Persian religion Ahriman and his evil 
spirits inhabit the steppes and wastes of Turan, to the 
north of the happy Iran, which stands under the dominion 
of Ormuzd ; exactly as with the Egyptians, the evil Typhon 
is the lord of the Libyan sand-wastes, and Osiris of the 
fertile Egypt.^ This sense of the wilderness as the haunt 
of evil spirits, one which the Scripture more or less allows 
(Matt. xii. 43; Isai. xiii. 21, xxxiv. 14; Rev. xviiL 2), 
would of itself give a certain fitness to that as the place 
of the Lord's encounter with Satan ; but only in its 
antagonism to Paradise or the Garden, do we see yet 
higher fitness in the appointment of the place. The 
garden and the desert are the two most opposite poles of 
natural life ; in them we have the highest harmonies and 
the deepest discords of nature. It was just that the first 
Adam, so long as he stood in his original uprightness, 
'should be a dweller in the Garden.; that his outward 
surroundings should correspond to his inner life, that 
there should be no disagreement between them ; and it 
was there, in the garden of Eden, that hh temptation went 
forward. Being worsted in the conflict, he was expelled 
therefrom ; and he and that race whose destinies were 
linked with his, should henceforth inhabit an earth which 
was cursed for his sake.' It is true, indeed, that in this as 

* Oreuzer, Symbolik, vol. i. p. 223. 

* Ambrose (Exp, in Luc, iv. 7) : OonveDit reoordari qnemadmodnm de 
paradiso in desertnm Adam primus ejectas sit ; nt advertas qnemadmodnm 
de deserto ad paradisnm Adam secnndus reverterit .... In deserto Adam, 
in deserto Gbristns ; sciebat enim nbi posset invenire damnatnm, qnem ad 
paradisnm, resolnto errore, revocaret. 
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8 THE TEMPTATION. 

in SO much else the curse was in part mercifully lightened, 
and the earth was not all desert ; yet for all this its desert 
places do evermore represent to us what the whole of it 
might justly have been ; the curse concentrates itself upon 
them. The second Adam therefore, taking up the conflict 
exactly where the first had left it, and inheriting all the 
consequences of his defeat, in the desert does battle with 
the foe ; and conquering him there, wins back the garden 
for that whole race, whose champion and representative 
in this conflict He had been. And this is not the less 
true, however as yet that garden blooms not again ; or 
blooms only in part ; for in the higher culture and more 
complete subduing to the needs and delights of men, of 
those regions where the faith of Christ is owned, we may 
see already pledges and promises of that complete restora- 
tion of the earth to all its original fertility and beauty, 
which Christ's victory over Satan in the wilderness shall 
one day have brought about. 

While we are upon this point, it is worthy of note that 
St. Mark, briefly as he records the Temptation (and two 
verses are all that he afibrds to it, i. 12, 13), yet gives us 
an intimation which we should look for in vain in the 
fuller accounts of the other Evangelists, and one which 
we should not slightly or carelessly pass over. His 
record of this event, in its summary brevity as compared 
with theirs, is very like his record of the Lord's appearance 
to the two disciples on the way to Emmaus (xvi. 12, 13) 
as compared with that of St Luke (xxiv. 13-34). Not 
indeed that this is always his manner ; for brief as his 
Gospel is on the whole, he can relate events with far greater 
breadth than either St. Matthew or St. Luke ; as witness 
his account of the healing of the Qu^arene demoniac 
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THE TEMPTATION. 9 

(v. 1-20), and of the lunatic boy (ix. 14-29), compared 
with theirs. On the present occasion he tells us of the 
Lord that, being in the wilderness, ^ He was with the wild 
leasts^ (ver. 13). Now this notice is certainly not intro- 
duced, as many interpreters would have us to believe, 
merely to enhance the waste desol0.tion and savage solitude 
of that scene, but at once throws us back, as it was 
intended to throw us back, on the Paradisiacal state which 
in the second Adam had bloomed anew. ^ He was with 
the wild beasts' — which' owned Him for their rightful 
Lord ; He was with them, as Adam had been before he 
sinned. In Him, the second Adam, the ideal man of the 
eighth Psalm, the Adamic prerogatives, lost and suspended 
80 long, after the Deluge only partially recovered (Gen. 
ix. 2) fully reappeared (cf. Gen. i. 26, 28 with Ps. viii.).* 
The Apocryphal Gosp^ whose marvellous is in general 
merely the monstrous^ and which so seldom pourtray the 
divine Child with any traits which are really divine, are 
not here so remote at once from ideal and from historic 
truth, as is commonly their case. One of these tells of the 
Child Jesus that in his flight to Egypt the lions and the 
leopards played harmlessly about Him, and accompanied 
Him upon his way.^ 

This resumption of dominion by the second Adam over 
the revolted animal world should be more or less continued 
in his saints. They too should * take up serpents ' (Mark 
xvi. 18) ; should tread on serpents and scorpions (Luke x. 
19), so reversing the threat of Jeremiah viii. 17; Paul 



^ Giles Fletcher, in his too muoh neglected poem, OhrUVt Triumfih en 
Earth (ver. 1-40), has seized the meaning jo{ these words better than anj 
that I know. 

* Thilo, Oodex Apocryphuiy p. 394. 
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shotdd shake the venonums beast from his hand and feel no 
harm (Acts xxviii. 5; of. Job v. 22, 23; Ezek. xxxiv. 25; 
Hos. ii. 18). And a true sense of this, as an ultimate prero- 
gative destined for redeemed man, appears, though often in 
extreme caricature, in the innumerable legends of saints, 
to whose word and will i^ wildest creatures are obedient, 
who summon the fishes to their preaching, who cross 
rivers on the backs of crocodiles, and accomplish a thou- 
sand other feats of a like kind. Nor can we say that this 
dominion has wholly departed even from man in his natu- 
ral estate ; the fragments of his sceptre still remain in his 
hands ; ^ Every kind of beasts is tamed, and hath been 
tamed, of mankind' (Jam. iii. 7; cf. Sophocles, Antiffone, 
343-351, a lyrical echo from heathendom of the same 
truth) ; but this sceptre which he only wields with diffi- 
culty, and with frequent uprisings of his rebellious 
vassals against him, Christ, as was manifest during these 
forty days, wielded with an absolute authority. So much 
we may read in those words, ^ ffe was wiih the wild 
. beasts.* 

To that wilderness He, Uhe glorious Eremite' was led, 
^to be tempted of the devil.' Very remarkable is the 
prominence which Satan assumes in the New Testar 
ment, compared with the manner in which he and the 
whole doctrine concerning him are kept in the background 
in the Old. There, after the first appearance of the 
adversary in Paradise, which even itself is a veiled ap- 
pearance, he is withdrawn for a long while altogether 
from the scene ; nay, there is but a glimpse of him, a 
passing indication here and there of such a spiritual head 
of the kingdom of evil, through the whole earlier economy 
— as in the first and second chapters of Job, Zech. iii. 1, 2, 
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and 1 Chron. xxi. i ; he is only referred to twice in the 
Apocrypha (Wisd. ii. 24; Ecclus. xxi. 27). This may 
partly be explained by an analogy drawn from things 
natural, namely that where the lights are brightest, the 
shadows alsa are darkest. Height and depth are correla- 
tives of one another. It is right which first reveals 
wrong ; and hate only can be read as hate in the light of 
love ; and unholiness in the light of purity. But this does 
not explain the reticence of Scripture altogether. No 
• doubt in that childhood of the human race men were 
not yet ripe for this knowledge. For as many as took it 
in earnest, and as it deserves to be taken, for them it 
would have been too dreadful thus to know of a prince 
of the powers of darkness, until they had known first of a 
Prince of Light. Those, therefore, whom God is educa- 
ting are not allowed to understand anything very distinctly 
of Satan, till with the spiritual eye it is given to them to 
behold him as lightning fall from heaven ; then indeed, 
but not till then, the Scripture speaks of him plainly and 
without reserve. We may perhaps take a hint from this 
in the teaching of children. The order which was 
observed of God in the teaching of our race, the reticence, 
almost entire, but not perfectly so, which was observed in 
the childhood of our race, may be profitably observed 
also with children ; as also with those whose faculties are 
as yet spiritually undeveloped. ^ I write unto you little 
children,' says the apostle St. John, ' because ye have 
known the Father' (1 John ii. 13); this was what they 
had learned from him, even a heavenly Father's love ; but 
he proceeds : ^ I have written unto you, young men, be- 
cause ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the ioicied one ' (ver. 14) . To them, 
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to the strong, it was given to know that they wrestled not 
against flesh and blood, but against spiritual wickedness 
in heavenly places (Ephes- vi. 12). 

^ Ani when He had fasted forty days He was afterward 
an hungred! How are we intended to understand a fast of 
this length, manifestly impossible to man under ordinary 
conditions ? Not by bringing in, as some have done, 
Christ's divine power as the explanation of all ; which 
would indeed rob this fact of its significance for us. We 
-must seek the explanation elsewhere. We are far too 
much accustomed, in a stiff dualism, to conceive of the 
spiritual and material as of two worlds altogether apart, 
with a rigid line of demarcation between them, so that 
the powers and influences of the higher cannot pass over 
effectually to operate in the sphere of the lower. Yet all 
the experience of our daily life contradicts this, and we 
note the higher continually making itself felt in the region 
of the lower. The wayworn regiment, which could 
scarcely drag itself along, but which revives at the well- 
known air, and forgets all its weariness, what does it 
but declare that the spirit is lord not merely in its own 
domain, but is meant to be, and even now in no incon- 
siderable degree is, the lord of the provinces of man's 
life that lie beneath it ? Matter, instead of offering a stub- 
born resistance to spirit, proves in many and marvellous 
ways to be plastic to it. Sensuality debases and degrades 
the countenance ; purity and love ennoble it, casting a 
beam even upon the outward shape. What is the resur- 
rection of the body, or the ultimate glorification of nature, 
or the larger number of those miracles wrought by the 
Lord in the days of his flesh, but the workings of spirit 
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upon matter? So too it fared with his forty days' fast. 
To bring in here his divine power, or to suppose that He 
then fasted otherwise than as a man, is, as has been urged 
already, to rob the whole transaction of its meaning. 
Upborne and upholden above the common needs of the 
animal life by the great tides of spiritual gladness, in the 
strength of that recent Baptism, in the solemn joy of that 
salutation and recognition from his Father, He found and 
felt no need for all these forty days. As a slighter 
incident of the same kind He forgets hunger and thirst, or 
rather feels them no more, by the well of Samaria, in the 
joy of winning a lost soul (John iv. 31-34). In the lives 
of other men there are quite enough of analogies, which, 
however removed from this, do yet witness in their lower 
measure for this same predominance of the spirit, for the 
dominion which it is able to exercise over the workings of 
the natural life. All intenser passions, a mighty joy, an 
overwhelming sorrow, an ecstatic devotion, all these have 
continually been found to bring a temporary release with 
them from the necessities of the animal life, and though 
not for so long a time, still to suspend its claims for a 
season. Thus Paul at the crisis of his conversion was three 
days without eating or drinking (Acts ix. 9). 

For forty days this fast of the Lord's endured. But 
wherefore for exactly this number, for forty, and neither 
more nor less ? We are the more tempted to ask this 
question from the frequent recurrence of this same number 
under circumstances not altogether dissimilar. Of precisely 
this same length were the fasts of Moses (Deut. ix. 9) and 
Elijah (1 Kin. xix. 8) ; He the Head of the New Covenant 
in nothing coming short of those who stood as the Chiefs 
and Representatives of the Old, of the Law, and of the 
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Prophets (Matt. xvii. 3). And yet his fast of forty days 
is not determined by theirs ; but rather theirs and his 
are alike determined by the significance which this 
number^ forty, in Holy Scripture everywhere obtains. 
On a close examination we note it to be everywhere there 
the number or signature of penalty, of affliction, of the 
confession, or the punishment, of sin.^ Thus it is the 
signature ^of the punishment of sin in the forty days and 
forty nights during whioh God announces that He will 
cause the waters of the deluge to prevail (Gen. vii. 4, 12) ;■ 
in the forty yei^s of the Israelites' wanderings in the 
desert (Num. xiv. 33; xxxii. 13, 14; Ps. xcv. 10); in 
the forty stripes with which the offender should be beaten 
(Deut. XXV. 3 ; 2 Cor. xi. 24) ; in the desolation of Egypt 
which should endure forty years (Ezek. xxix. 11). So 
also is it the signature of the confession of sin ; Moses 
intercedes forty days for his people (Deut. ix. 25) ; the 
Ninevites proclaim a fast of forty days (Jon. iii. 4) ; 
Ezekiel must bear for forty days the transgression of 

* Jerome (/n Amot, ii. 10) : Ipse Dominas fecit nos ezire de secqlo, et 
per annos qaadraginta, qui namerus semper afflictionis et jejuDii, laotds est 
et doloris, per tribnlationes et angastias pervenire in terram sanctam. And 
again {In Jon, Iii. 4) : Porro qaadragenarins nnmerns convenit pecoatoribos, 
et jejuoio et orationi, et sacco et laorimis et perseverantiss deprecandi : ob 
quod et Mo5'9es qaadraginta diebas jejanavit in monte Sina ; et Elias fugiens 
Jezebel, indictd fame terrod Isradl, et Dei desnper ir& pendente, qnadraginta 
dies jej an&sse describitur. Ipse qaoqae Dominnn, veras Jona missns ad pra- 
dicationem raundi, jejunavit qaadraginta dies. Cf. In Ezeh, xxi x. 1 1 . Thas 
too Origen {In Deut, xxv. 3) : ^mper observavimns nnmeram qnadraginta 
malis obnoziam esse. Unde Moses qaadraginta diebas jejunavit, et post earn 
Elias. Quin et Salvator noster a diabolo tentatus non manducavit 'qnadra- 
ginta diebns et qnadraginta noetibns ; et magnum diluvium in terr4 contigit, 
cum Deus imbrem fecisset qnadraginta diebus et qnadraginta noetibns. 
Compare Augustine, QtuBst, in Gen, qn, 169; Serm, 125,19; De Com, 
Evang, ii. §§8, 9. In both these latter places he attempts, not verj sno- 
oessfully as it seems to me, to-gi?e the rationale of forty aa this n amber of 
penitence. 

' Ambrose, De Nhi et Arcdy ziii. f 44. 
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Judah (Ezek. iv. 6) ; forty days, or twice forty in the 
case of a maid child, are the period of a woman's purify- 
ing after child-birth (Lev. xii. 2-5 ; cf. Ps. li. 5 : * in 
sin hath my mother conceived me'). And in agreement 
with all this, resting on the forty days' fast of her Lord, 
is the Quadragesimal Lent fast of the Church ; with the 
selection of this Scripture of the Temptation to supply 
the Gospel for the first Sunday in that season, as being 
the Scripture which, duly laid to heart, will more than 
any other help us rightly to observe that time.^ 

On one of these forties Tertullian dwells with peculiar 
emphasis ; often bringing out the relation between the 
forty days of our Lord's Temptation and the forty years 
of Israel's trial in the wilderness. His fast as the true 
Israel, as the fulfiller of all which Israel after the flesh 
had left unfulfilled, the victor in all where it had been the 
vanquished, was as much a witness against their carnal 
appetites (for it was in the indulgence of these that they 
sinned continually, Exod. xv. 23, 24; xvi. 2, 3 ; xvii. 2, 3 ; 
Num. xi. 4, 33)* as a witness against Adam's.* It was 
by this abstinence of his declared that man was ordained 
to be, and that the true man would be, lord over his 
lower nature. In. this way Christ's forty days' fast is the 

' Angnstine, 8erm, 110. 

' De Bapt, 10 : Dominns quantam ezistimo, de fignr& Israelis ezprobra- 
tionem in ipsam retorsit. Namqne populas mare transgressns, in eolitudine 
translatns per qaadraginta annos, illic cam divinis copiis aleretur, nihilo- 
minus yentris et gals meminerat, qnam Dei.* Deinde Dominns post aqnam 
segregatos in deserto, qaadraginta dieram Jcjonia cmensos, ostendit non pane 
Tiverehominem Dei, sed Deiverbo; tentationesqne plenitndini etimmoderan- 
tifls ventris adpositas, abstinenti4 elidi. 

' DeJejun, 6: Immo novum hominem in Teteris sugillationera yirtute 
fastidiendi oibum initiabat, ut eum, diabolo rursus per eeoam tentare qn»renti, 
fortiorem fame totA ostentaret ; and again, c. 5 : Nam ot primus populus 
primi faominis resoulpserat crimen. 
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great counter-fact in the work of redemption, at once to 
Adam's and to Israel's compliances with the suggestions 
of the fleshly appetite ; exactly in the same manner as the 
unity of tongues at Pentecost is the counter-fact to the 
confusion of tongues at Babel (Gen. xi. 7, 8 ; Acts ii. 6-1 1), 
to which the Church would draw our attention in the 
selection of the latter as one of our Whitsuntide lessons. 

For forty days that arrest of the sense of bodily need 
had continued ; but at the expiration of these the need, 
suspended so long, made itself felt in its strength ; ^He 
was afterward an hungred' The Tempter sees, and 
thinks to use his opportunity ; and the Temptation proper, 
dividing itself into three successive acts, begins. But 
before we enter upon these, a few words may fitly find 
place on more than one subject of the deepest practical 
interest. 

And first, the assertion of the existence of a Tempter 
at all, of a personal Wicked One, of the devil, this, as is 
well known, is a stumblingblock to many. Not urging 
here the extent to which the veracity of Christ Himself is 
pledged to the fact, I will content myself with observing 
that it is not by Scriptural arguments alone that it is sup- 
ported. There is a dark mysterious element in man's life 
and history, which nothing else can explain. We can 
only too easily understand the too strong attractions of 
the objects of sense on a being who is sensuous as well as 
spiritual ; the allowing of that lower nature, which should 
have been the ruled, to reverse the true relation, and to 
become the ruler. We can understand only too easily 
man's yielding, even his losing, of himself in this region of 
sense. But there is a mystery far more terrible than this, 
a phenomenon unintelligible except upon one assumption. 
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Those to whom the doctrine of an Evil Spirit is peculiariy 
unwelcome have been at infinite pains to exorcise theology ; 
and from that domain at least to cast Satan out, even 
though they should be impotent to cast him out from any 
other. All who shrink from looking down into the 
abysmal depths of man's fall, because they have no eye 
fpr the heavenly heights of his restoration,\seem to count 
that much will have been gained thereby; although it 
may be very pertinently asked, as indeed one Aa« asked, 
What is the profit of getting rid of the devil, so long as 
the devilish remains? of explaining away an Evil One^ so 
long as the evil (mes who remain are so many ?^ What 
profit indeed ? Assuredly this doctrine of an Evil Spirit, 
tempting, seducing, deceiving, prompting to rebellion and 
revolt, so far from casting a deeper gloom on the destinies 
of humanity, is full of consolation, and lights up with a 
gleam and glimpse of hope spots which seem utterly dark 
without it. One might well despair of oneself, having 
no choice but to believe that all the strange suggestions of 
evil which have risen up before one's own heart had been 
bom there ; one might well despair of one's kind, having 
no choice but to believe that all its hideous sins and all 
its monstrous crimes had been self-conceived and bred 
within its own bosom. But there is hope, if ^ an enemy 
have done this ;' if, however the soil in which these wicked 
thoughts and wicked works have sprung up has been the 
heart of man, yet the seed from which they sprung had 
been there sown by the hand of another. 
And who will venture to deny the existence of this 

* Goethe, in the spirit of fineftirofi/i pat« these words into the mouth of 
Mephistopheles : 

* Den Bosen sind sie lod, die bOsen sind geblieben.' 
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devilish, as distinguished from the animal, in man ? 
None certainly, who knows aaght of the dread possi- 
bilities of sin lurking in his own bosom, who has studied 
with any true insight the moral history of the world. In 
what way else explain that men not merely depart from 
God, but that they defy Him ; that, instead of the un- 
godly merely forgetting God and letting Him go. His 
name is as often or oftener on their lips than on those of 
them that love and serve Him ? How else explain the 
casting of fierce words against Him, the actual and active 
hatred of God which it is impossible not to recognize in 
some wicked men ? What else will account for delight 
in the contemplation or in the infliction of pain, for strange 
inventions of wickedness, above all, of cruelty and lust — 
* lust hard by hate ' ? What else for evil chosen for its 
own sake, and for that fierce joy which men so often 
find in the violation of law, this violation being itself 
the attraction ; with all those other wicked joys, ^ mala 
gaudia mentis/ as the poet in a single phrase has charac- 
terized them so well ? 

The mystery is as inexplicable as it is dreadful so long 
as man will know nothing of a spiritual world beneath 
him, as well as one above him ; but it is only too easy 
to understand, so soon as we recognize man's evil as not 
altogether his own, but detect behind his transgression an 
earlier transgression and an earlier transgressor — one who 
fell, not as man fell, for man's fall was mercifully broken 
by that very flesh which invited it ; but who fell as only 
Spirits can fall, from the height of heaven to the depth of 
hell ; fell never to rise again ; for he was not deceived, 
was not tempted, as was Adam ; but himself chose the 
evil with the clearest intuition that it was the evil, for- 
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sook the good with the clearest intuition that it was the 
good; whose sin therefore in its essence was the sin 
against the Holy Ghost, and as such, not to be forgiven 
in this world nor in the world to come. All is explicable 
when we recognize the existence of such a Spirit ; who, 
being lost without hope of redemption himself, seeks to 
work the same loss in other of God's creatures, and 
counts it a small triumph to have made man bestial, 
unless he can make him devilish as well. Such a per- 
sonal Tempter innumerable moral and spiritual phenomena 
of this fallen world at once demand and attest; and 
such a Tempter or devil existing, it lay in the necessity 
of things that he should come into direct and immediate 
collision with Him who had one mission in the world, 
and that, to destroy the works of the devil. 

But freely admitting the existence of such a Tempter, 
the Temptation of Christ, that He should have been 
tempted at all, or having been tempted, that such im- 
measurable worth should be attached to his victory 
over temptation, this has a difficulty of its own, which 
has more or less clearly presented itself to many, I sup- 
pose to every one who has sought at all to enter into tbie 
deeper significance of this mysterious transaction. The 
difficulty and dilemma may be stated thus : Either there 
was that in Christ which more or less responded to the 
temptation — how then was He without sin, seeing that 
sin moves in the region of desires quite as really as in 
that of external acts ? or there was nothing in Him that 
responded to the suggestions of the Tempter — where then 
was the reality of the temptation, or what was the signi- 
ficance of the victory which in the wilderness He won ? 

The secret of the difficulty which these alternatives 

02 
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present to our minds, so that sometimes it appears to us 
impossible that Christ's Temptation should have been real, 
leaving Him as it did wholly unscathed, lies in the mourn- 
ful ezperience which we in our own spiritual life have 
made, namely, that almost all of our temptations involve 
more or less of sin, that the serpent leaves something 
of his trail even there where he is not allowed to nestle 
and make his home. Conquerors though we may be, 
yet we seldom issue from the conflict without a scratch, — 
a hurt it may be which soon heals, but which has left its 
cicatrice behind it. Very seldom indeed we come forth 
from these fires, as the Three Children, without even so 
much as the smell of fire having passed upon us (Dan. 
iii. 27). The saint, if he shine as a diamond at last, yet it 
is still as a diamond which has been polished in its own 
dust. For we may take up arms against the evil thought, 
we may rally the higher powers of our souls, and call in 
the might of a Mistier to put the evil and its author to 
flight) yet this we seldom do till it has already found 
some place within us.^ The fiery darts may have been 
quenched almost as soon as they alighted ; they may not 
therefore have set oct fire in us the whole ' course of 
nature ' (Jam. iil 6) ; but they should have been warded 
off and extinguished, before they alighted, by that shield 
of faith, which the apostle bids us to assume against them 
(Ephes. vi. 16).' Ours may have been but a moment's 

* There is in respect of the sin, to adopt a fine distinction of Peter Lom- 
bard and some others of the Schoolmen, the propassio or inception^ even 
where there is not the passio. Few have exercised a keener moral oversight 
of their own hearts than Thomas k Kempis, and he traces thns the genesis of 
evil in the heart of man {D4 Imik OkrUt, L 13. 5): Primo occurrit menti 

t simplex cogitatio ; deinde fortis imaginatio ; postea deleetatio et motas pravns 
\ et ametiiio, Itaqne panlatim ingreditur hostis malignus ex toto, dam illi non 
' renstitnr in principio. 

• See Origen, De Prine. iii 1. 4. 
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acquiescence in the temptation. Bat thus momentaiy 
and seemingly involuntary as it was, and graciously and 
surely as it will be included in the daily forgiveness, yet 
even this moment during which the evil was not abhorred 
and loathed is irreconcilable with the idea of a perfect 
holiness ; for this is as a mirror whose perfect bright- 
ness no lightest breath has ever troubled or tarnished for 
an instant Of course the reconciliation of an absolute 
sinlessness in Christ with the reality of the temptations to 
which He was exposed lies in this, that there was never l,^^ 
in Him t his momentary delectation ; even as there need 
not be in us ; and would not be, if we always were, and 
had always in time past been, upon our highest guard. . 
It is not of the necessity of a temptation that it should in 
the least defile. The fact that it does so, is only the sad 
accident and adjunct of too many of ours, even of those 
against which sooner or later we take up arms, and by 
God*s grace do not suffer them to embody themselves in 
sinful acts, or even in sinful desires deliberately enter* 
tained. So naturally in the estimate which we form of 
the matter does sin follow on temptation, that when the 
apostle had affirmed of Christ that He was ^ in all p<»nts 
tempted like as we are,' he counts it needful at once to 
add, *yet without sin' (Heb. iv. 15), without the sinful 
results which in men almost inevitably follow.^ 

It is quite true that even from these temptations them- 
selves we may derive good j that they, even with issues 

^ Bengel has some good words here on the promptness of our Lord's I 
resistance to each proffered temptation: Qaomodo autem nn^peecato ten* 
tatns, compati potest tentatis cum peceato t In intellectn, mnlto acrias / ^ 
animaSalvatoris percepit imagines tentantes, qnam nos infirmi ; in volnntate { ^ 
tarn oeleriter incnrsam eamm retadtt, qnam ignis aqn» guttoiam sibi* 
objectam. 
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sorrowful for the time as these, may yet be to us sources 
of ultimate strength ; that thus it may prove with us as 
with the oyster, which stops with a precious pearl the 
hole in its shell which was originally a disease ; as with 
the broken limb, which, having' been set, may be stronger 
than if it never had been broken. It may fare with us as 
islanders of the Southern Ocean fancy that it fares with 
them ; counting, as they do, that the strength and valour 
of the warrior whom they have slain in battle passes into 
themselves, as their rightful inheritance ; for so it proves 
indeed with the Christian man and the temptations which 
he conquers and slays ; and this, even though the victory 
may have been won not without hurts to himself, gotten 
in the conflict. The strength which lay in the temptation 
has shifted its seat, and passed over into the man who has 
overcome the temptation.^ The great Church writers of 
all times, all to whom any largeness of utterance has been 
granted, who have bravely looked man's true condition 
in the face, have not feared to speak bold words on this 
matter ; words indeed, like all other words on the subject 
of grace, capable of being wrested and abused by the 
licentious and falsehearted, of being therefore held up by 

' Oar theologians of the seventeenth century were fond of illastratin^ 
this truth hj aid of the legend that the viper *8 flesh (dtjpuudi^ from Brjpiov^ see 
Acts xxviii 5), *' theriac,* * triacle,' and last of all * treacle/ was the most potent 
antidote for the viper's hite. Thus Jeremy Taylor : * There is a iirepviKufiev 
in St. Paul. We are more than conquerors. Non solum viperam terimus, 
sed ex e& antidotum conficimuB. We kill the viper and make treacle of 
him ; i, e, not only escape from, hut get advantage from temptations.' And 
Hales : ^ Wonderfol, therefore, is the power of a Ohristian ; who not only 
overcomes and conquers and kills the viper, hut, like the skilful apothecary, 
makes antidote and treacle of him.' So too Gurnall: ^The saints' ex- 
periences help them to a sovereign treacle made of the scorpion's own flesh 
(which they through Christ have slain), and that hath a virtue above all 
others to expel the venom of Satan's temptations from the heart.' 
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the timid as antinomian provocations ; but words which 
for all this ought not the less to be spoken. Such Augus- 
tine abounds in, as often as he treats of St. PauVs thorn 
in the flesh, or of St. Peter's fall ; yet always keeping 
within just limits ; which limits another overpasses when, 
treating of the last and of all the spiritual gains which in 
the end the apostle obtained through it, he exclaims, 
Ofelix culpa ! A fault or sin is never * happy,' is always 
unhappy ; it is ever * infelix culpa,' whatever good by the 
grace of God and by that wondrous alchemy of heaven 
which draws gold from dross, may be educed from it; 
and those who employ any other language or think any 
other thought about sin, are perilously near, however 
little they may guess it, to them whom the apostle Paul 
has denounced (Rom. iii. 5-8). 

But this, the absolute rejection and repudiation of every 
suggestion in any way contrary to the perfect will of God, 
a repudiation in every case rg^fihing \j[% \}\^. ftArliftai mo- 
ment of its proseutation to Him whereunto it is possible 
in imagination to travel back, this is not all. There is 
another point of difference between Christ's temptations 
and ours ; namely, that all our Lord's temptations were 
addressed to Him from without, were distinct suggestions 
of the Evil Spirit.^ Those who, in their anxiety to do away 
with an external Tempter, or from any other motive, 
resolve the Temptation into an internal conflict with 
thoughts of self-indulgence, vain-glory, ambitio n, disturb, 

^ Gregory the Great {Moral, zxiv. 1 1): Hostis noste^ quanto magis nos 
sibi rebellare oonspicit, tanto amplias expugaare c^ntendit. Eos enim 
pnlsare negligit, qaos qaieto jure possidere se sentity Hoc eoim in seipso 
Dorainus sub qoidaio dispeDsatione figaravit, qui diabolam non nUi post 
baptisma se tentare permisit, at signain nobis quoddam fatoro oonyersionis 
innueret, qaod membra ejas postqoam ad Deam profioerent, tanc aoriores 
tentationam insidias tolerarent. 1 
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whether they are aware of it or no, that image of a perfect 
holiness which is essential to the character and office of a 
Redeemer; who only as He was Himself without sin could 
save others from their sins ; but who would not, if this 
were admitted, have been without it. We cannot con- 
ceive of the temptation of the first Adam reaching him 
except from without. That he should have been his own 
tempter is irreconcilable even with the more negative 
holiness which we ascribe to him. It would have been 
infinitely more inconsistent with the more positive holiness 
of the second Adam.^ One of Schleiermacher's most gifted 
pupils, who finished his brief career while as yet it was 
uncertain in what camp he would ultimately be found,' 

^Gregory the Great (Horn. i6 in Foang.): Soiendum nobis est, quia 
tribus modis tentatio agitur, suggestione, delectatione, et conseDsu. Et nos 
com tentamar pleramqne in delectationem, ant etiam in consenaam labimnr, 
qnia de oarnis peccato propagati, in nobis ipsis etiam gerimus nnde certa* 
mina toleremus. Dens Tero, qui in ptero Yirginis inoarnatus, in mnndnm 
sine peocato venerat, nihil eontradiotionis in semetipso tolerabat Tentari 
ergo per suggestionem potnit, sed ejns men tern peccati delectatio non mo- 
mordit. Atqne ideo omnis diabolica ilia tentatio foris non intns fhit. 
Compare F. Spanheim (JDub, Ewing, li.) : Distingnendnm inter tentationem 
admotam et admiseam, inter snggestionem mali ezternam et internam, inter 
snggestionem insinnatam et receptam. Tentatio ilia ratione tentatoris mala 
erat, non ratione tentati, admota qaippe Ohristo dantaxat, non admissa, 
externa non interna, insinnata tantnm non recepta. Camero {Myroihee^Evang, 
on Heb, iv. 13, p. 315) has a livelj illnstration : Tentatns fnit igitar Ohristns 
in omnibos, et qoidem qaod ad sensam doloris attinet, eftdem ratione qn4 
nos; sine peccato tamen, quod nobis non contingit. Nam (ntamnr enim 
hoc ezemplo) quantnmyis aquam pnram et limpidam ezagites, non fit tnr- 
bida; sed si aqnam pnram quidem, ut yidetar,8edinc(^ns \mk parte coBnam 
est vel limns, agitaveris, continuo quad visa est para aqua, videtnr lutnlenta 
ant oerte tnrbidnla. 

' UsterL He has two articles on the Temptation in the TheoL Stud, wnd 
KrU, 1819, p. 449; 1S31, p. 768 ; from the former of which mj citation is 
taken. Nothing can be more masterly than the manner in which he deals 
not with this only, but with all the attempts to explain away the Temptation, 
which at different times have been proposed ; showing the inner contradictions 
which they involve; though, having effectnally done this, he cannot be 
content withont adding another attempt of his own. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TEMPTATION. aj 

has on this point some admirable remarks : ^ It is not dif- 
ficult to draw a very attractive picture of the inner 
temptation of Jesus, such as shall not be unlike the Choice 
of Hercules, standing, as Prodicus has described him, a£ 
the point where the two ways separated before him. One 
may find it also comforting and elevating that Christ was 
in all points tempted like as are we. Only how stands it 
then with what follows, " yet without sin," if we examine 
that statement psychologically and dogmatically ? For 
first of all it must be remembered that if such an inner 
struggle and conflict of thoughts existed in the mind of 
Jesus, and if He remained for an instant undecided and 
doubtful in regard of them, then both trains of thought 
must be regarded as his own, and the possibility of a 
decision upon one side as well as upon the other be 
admitted. Hereby Jesus will be coordinated with all other 
men, in whom the conflict of the good with the evil finds 
place ; and we must conceive of this conflict not merely 
in the beginning of his public career ; but where once a 
struggle has found place, it can revive again, needs nothing 
more than the suitable conditions to reproduce it ; and 
only through patience and perseverance can a skill in the 
vanquishing of temptation be attained. This psychological 
consequence excludes the hypothesis of such an inward 
struggle as was limited to one certain moment of time ; 
and there would be nothing else but to say, ^* Jesus had 
within Him besides the good also an evil principle, against 
which He needed to be ever on his guard, though it is 
only in the history of the Temptation that this struggle is 
symbolically attached to a definite moment in his life," But 
were Jesus constituted so, then were He not the Christ, but 
a man as others are, submitted to the same conditions, with 
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a flesh and spirit contrary to one another ; consequently 
not a Redeemer^ but Himself needing a redemption ; and 
not only the words in St. John on his oneness with the 
Father, but those in the other Gospels on his dignity as 
Messiah, are either not authentic ; or, if He actually spoke 
them, He either deluded Himself or deceived mankind.'^ 
In the scholastic theology of the Middle Ages the dis- 

' H. de 8. Victore, the Angastine of the Middle Ages, has an interesting 
passage on this matter {De Sacram. ii, pars i, c. 7): Sunt alii qui de 
affectibas hnmanis in Ohristo (qnos secundnm veritatem natar» cum hamani- 
tate et in huuanitate soscepit) qasodam non solum falsa sed horrenda etiam 
affirmare non timnerant. Qaia enim apostolus ait, Non habemus Pontificem 
qui non possit compati infirmitatibos nostris, tentatnm aatem per omnia: 
assemnt hnmanam affeotamin Ohristo motus etiam vitioram sensisse, absque 
consensu tamen rationis : secundum cam concupiscendi rationem qu& nos qui 
peccatores sumus ex illA originali corruptione quam portamus illicitos ap^ 
petitus, et motus concupiscenti® surgentis et vitii tentantis dolectationem 
etiam inviti sentire solemus. Hos autem motus idcirco Christum in carne 
8U& voluntariesustinuisse, ut quasi illis tentantibus resistendo Wotor ezisteret, 
quatenus et sibi tentationem vitiorum superando prasmium jnstitiss acquireret, 
et nobis in tentatione positis resistendi et vincendi in seraetipso exemplum 
formaret. Sed absit a sensn Ohristiano ut ullam in 1114 carne sacrosanct^ 
Agni imraaculati inordinatcD delectationis et concupiscentiie illicit® titilla- 
tionem aliquo modo fuisse, aut dicat, aut credat ; qui si vel aliquam prav» 
delectationis radicem ant motum concupiscendi inordinatum in ill& fuisse 
diceremus, profecto ab omni vitio liberam negaremus. Quomodo autem 
yitium mundaret, si vitium portaret? motus qnippe inordinatus ex infirmi« 
tate concupiscendi surgens cum ipsi tantum corruptione de qu& oritur, non 
solum pcBua est, sed culpa : qu» tamen in baptizatis ad damnationem non 
imputatur, quia per gratiam no vie regenerationis excusatur. Hsoc tamen 
corruptio per gratiam Sacramenti non quid em accipit ut culpa non sit, sed 
ut damnabilis non sit ... . Quapropter illam infirmitatem humans natures 
quffi poena est, solum cum susceptione carnis Ohristum assumsisse veraciter 
dicimns : illam vero, quss sic poena est ut etiam culpa sit, nullatenus admisisse 
indubitanter affirmamus. Neque enim sic victorem yitiorum dicere volumus, 
ut eum ipsa qnss vinceret vitia port^sse aiiquando ac sensisse dicamus. 
Propterea enim per solam posnam infirmari consensit, ut eos qui et in culpft 
et in pcBn4 ssgrotabant, primum a culp4 justificaret, postea a p<Bn& liberaret. 
Compare the careful words of Augustine himself (Op. Imperf, eon, Jul, It. 
48) : Non dicimus nos Christum, felicitate carnis a nostris sensibus se- 
questratce, cupiditatem vitiorum sentire non potuisse; sed dicimus, eum 
perfectione virtutis, et non per carnis concupiscentiam procreate oarnei 
cupiditatem non haboisse vitiorum. 
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oussion waa carried on with considerable animation whether 
a possibility of not sinning (a posse non peccare) or an 
impossibility of sinning (a non posse peccare) should be 
ascribed to the Lord. The first had been, in the patristic 
period, the position of Theodore of Mopsuestia and of as 
many as, without being actually Nestorians, had yet theo- 
logical tendencies which inclined them to advance as far 
as might be in that direction ; whila the second had been 
maintained by Augustine. It was with this, as with so 
many of the earlier discussions, which were resumed and 
carried out yet further in the period of the medieval 
revival of theology; Abelard, as was naturally to be 
expected, taking up the position of Theodore of Mop- 
suestia, Anselm and others upholding the Augustinian 
teaching.^ This question could never have been so much 
as started, except in a Nestorian severance of the Lord 
into two persons, and thus in the contemplation of a 
human person in Him as at some moment existent apart 
from the divine. When we ascribe to Him two natures, 
but these at no time other than united in the one person 
of the Son of God, the whole question at once falls to the 
ground. And such is the Church's faith. Christ was* 
perfect man in the sense of having every thing belonging 
to the completeness of the human nature ; but the person \ 
is the Son of God ; his human body and soul at the very \ 
moment of their union with one another were also united 
with the Eternal Word, so that there is not, nor ever has 
been, any human person to contemplate, or in regard of 
whom to put this question ; while in respect of the Christ, I 
and in the manhood after it was taken up into the God-/ 



Meander, Kircih. Ge»eh. yoI. y. p. 968. 
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head, even Abelaxd himself doea not ascribe to Him tire 
1 possibility of sinning.^ 

When it is asked, as it continually has been, Where is 
the worth of an obedience which could not have not been 
rendered? where is the glory of not sinning on the part 
of One who could not sin ? the question has its rise in the 
confusion of a moral and a physical necessity. God 
cannot lie, Qod cannot do evil; but shall we therefore 
cease to praise and glorify Him for his holiness and truth ? 
He cannot, because He will not. The angels now cannot 
sin ; they have so drunk in the glory of God, that, as we 
believe, they are lifted above the possibility of falling. 
But does it therefore follow that their obedience, then 
when they might have followed those ^who kept not their 
first estate, but left their own habitation' (Jude 6), had 
a worth ; which now that they cannot, it has ceased to 
possess ? There is something better and higher, as 
Augustine and Anselm have taught, than the l^erum 
arbUrium^ even though that should on each separate occa- 
sion of choice choose the good; and that better is the 
UbertaSy the heata necessit(M bom ; which so soon as the 
creature has attained, it would certainly be strange to 
afibm of it that this highest has reduced it to the state 
of the lowest, to the condition of stocks and stones, 
which indeed cannot do wrongs but for the ^me causes 
that hinder them from this, can as little do right.' 
\ When two antagonists enter the lists, our moral certainty 

^ Ad £om,f. 539 : 0am hominem qui Deo naltas est, possibile ut peooare, 
non tamen postqaam unitna est vel dam anitas est. Ohristam vero, L e. 
Deam siraol et hominem modis omnibus impossibile est peooare^ cam vide- 
licet ipsam Ohristi noraen Dei et hominis exprimat unionem. 

' See on this matter a verj interesting discassion bj Ansekn, Our Deiu 
Homot ii. lo. 
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that one will OTeroome, may take away the breathless 
expectation and interest with which we might otherwise 
mark the several stages of the conflict, bnt cannot affect 
the real excellence and merit of the victor. 

But all this, namely that the temptations were thus pre- 
sented from without and not born from within, and, again, 
that they found not even a moment's acquiescence, con- 
sent and entertainment in that holy soul, does not hinder 
in the least that what was offered may have presented 
itself as infinitely desirable. In the reality of the tempta- 
ticins we are bound to believe, nor will it be very hard to 
understand, in part at leasts where that reality consisted 
when we a little consider them one by one, which now it is 
time to do. To these considerations some words of Pro- 
fessor Mill on this very matter may prove a fitting introduc- ^ 
tion. ^If,' he says,' Hhe highest virtue does not exclude 
that instinct inseparable from humanity, to which pain is 
an object of dread and pleasure of desire ; which prefers 
ease and quiet to tumult and vexation, the regard and 
esteem of oth^:^ to their scorn and aversion ; to which ill- 
requited toil or experienced unkindness are sources of 
corroding anguish and depression ; — ^this very conjuncture 
which presents but one of these objects of dread as the 
ooncomitant of doing God's will, or associates one of their 
ble opposites with neglect or disobedience — every 
onjuncture must produce a conflict between duty 
these necessary instincts of humanity, sufficient to 
constitute t^nptation in the strictest sense.' ^ 



tl 



'And when the Tempter came unto JUm^ he said, If 
Thau be the Son of God, command thai these stones be 

^< Fm^Sornwiu^n the Temptaii^ 1844, p. 37. 
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made hread! A certain external likeness which might 
exist between stones and bread (cf. Matt. vii. 9) explains 
why on those more than on anything else Christ should 
have been challenged to display his power. It has been 
often asked, Putting his suggestion thus, did the Tempter 
indeed know Him whom he assailed to be the Son of God ? 
or was the suggestion merely tentative, to make Him re- 
veal Himself, and show by his reply what manner of person, 
and clothed with what power, He was ? The question has 
been variously answered. The ancients probably are 
right, who for the most part reply, that the Evil Spirit 
was thus taking the measure of Him whom by a true 
/instinct he recognized for his mortal foe;^ fearing the 
worst ; but at the same time still uncertain with whom he 
had to do. The first words which he utters, 'If Thou he 
the Son of Gody Christ was destined to hear again 
in the hour of a keener suffering even than this. He 
should be again taunted and provoked, and in exactly the 
same language (Matt, xxvii. 40), to prove his Messiahship, 
and in this very act of proving to render void the whole 
work which as Messiah He came to accomplish ; but then 
as now He is able to leave the vindication of his Sonship 
in his Father's hands. 

That to which Satan here challenges the Lord, to ^ com- 
mand that these atones be made breads was not sinful in it- 
self, but would have been sinful for Him. To have complied, 
would have been a defeat of his whole mediatorial work. If 
! on each sharper pressure of the world's suffering and pain 
1 upon Himself, He had fallen back on the power which as 

^ So Hilary : Erat in diabolo de meta snspicio, non de suspicione cognitio. 
Aagustine {De Civ. Dei^ zi. si): Dobitavit de illo dsmonnm prinoeps, 
eumqae tentavit, an Christas esset ezplorans, quantam se tentari ipse permisit, 
at liominem qnem gerebat ad noatriB imitationiB temperaret ezemplam. 
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Son of God He possessed, and so exempted Himself from 
the common lot of humanity, where would have been the 
feUow-man, the overcomer of the world by his human 
faith, and not by his divine power ? ^ The whole life of 
faith would have disappeared. At his Incarnation the 
Lord had merged his lot with the lot of the race ; i;he 
temptation is, that He should separate Himself from them 
anew : * Son of God, put forth thy power/ When in 
some besieged and famine-stricken city, when in hard 
straits during the march through some waterless desert, 
a captain or commander refuses special exemptions from 
the lot of his su£fering fellow-soldiers, when a Cato pours 
upon the sands the single draught of water which 
has been procured in the African desert and brought for 
his drinking,' such a one in his lower sphere acts out what 
the Lord in the highest sphere of all acted now. His 
miracles shall be all for the needs of others, never for his 
own.' He who made the water wine, could have made 

* AqaiDAS : Diabolas jastitiA Dei, non potentiA, saperandos foit Oom* 
pare AngnstiQe, De Trin. ziii. 14. 

' Lacan, Phar$€U. ix. 510: 

Ezcassit galeam, snfTecitqae omnibas anda. 
Compare Platarch, Alex. 42. 

* All this I yentared long ago to embody in a brief poem: 

* He might have reared a palace at a word, 
Who sometimes had not where to lay his head-; 
Time was, and He who noarished crowds with bread, 
Would not one meal nnto Himself afford. 
Twelve legions girded with angelic sword 
Were at his beck, the scorned and buffeted ; 
He healed another^s scratch ; his own side bled, 
Side, feet, and hands, with cruel piercings gored. 
Oh wonderful the wonders left undone I 
And scarce less wonderful than those He wrought; 
Oh self-restraint, passing all human thought, 
To have all power, and be as having none I 
Oh self-denying love, which felt alone 
For needs of others, never for its own !' 
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the stones bread ; but to that He was solicited by the need 
of others, to this only by his own. And this abstinence 
of self-help was the law of his whole life, a life as won- 
derful in the miracles which it left undone as in those 
which it wrought. 

The stress of this, as of each other of the subsequent 
temptations, consisted in thp fact that what Satan proposed 
did lie in the final purposes of the ministry of the Son 
of God ; and that it was only in its premature anticipa- 
tions that the sin consisted. Thus it did lie in final 
issues of his ministry for man that the desert should 
blossom as a rose (Isai. xxxv. 1 ; Ixv. 25), that all strait- 
ness, hunger, poverty, want, all sweat of the brow, hardly 
wringing from the soil the pittance of the day, and leaving 
little or no opportunity for higher mental or moral culture, 
that all these consequences of the primeval curse upon the 
earth (Gen. iii. 17^ 18) should cease and come to an end 
— ^that, so to speak, the stones should become bread. But 
the temptation was, to begin instead of ending with this, 
to bring about an outer world of abundance otherwise 
than as the expression and the result of an inner kingdom 
of righteousness. And in the Lord's refusal tq do this is 
involved the condemnation of every plan for redressing 
the hard lot of humanity which does not begin from the 
root, which thinks to make men happier without making 
them holier, all communist schemes, all the profane mil- 
lenarianism of an Owen or a Fourrier. It is no heavenly 
root, but quite another, out of which these grow. They 
are not of good, and cannot come to good. Yet who will 
dare measure the strength of this temptation, as it may 
have presented itself to Him who beheld with a compas- 
sion at once human and divine the infinite toil and want 
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of the children of men ; for I believe we mistake alto- 
gether when we find in his own immediate hunger that 
which gave the whole, or even the chief, stress and force 
to this temptation. Standing as He did at the centre of 
humanity, and commanding all the diverging lines to their 
extreme circumference, that hunger was to Him but as 
the key and interpreter to all the hunger, all the need, all 
the distress which the children of Adam had ever felt, or 
should ever feel, until the great and glorious day when 
the primeval curse should be lightened from off the earth, 
and it should again yield its foison with the free bounty 
of Paradise. His own hunger was included ; but this did 
not exclude, rather took in that of every one besides. 
And to be able to stay all this, to speak the word and 
bring it all to an end, who, with a sinful and therefore a 
selfish heart, is at all in a position to estimate what this 
temptation was to the great Lover of the bodies and the 
souls of men ? But now for the answer. 

The Tempter had said, 'If Thou he the Son of Godi 
Christ does not reply, * I am ;' nor find here, as He easily 
might, a reason for not complying with the challenge ; 
since answering so, He would indeed have overcome the 
adversary, but He would have overcome him only for Him- 
self, and not also for us. No other, being only a man, and 
not in that peculiar sense ' the Son of Gody could have 
silenced him in the same way. The answer would have 
stood apart, and would have fitted no other lips but his 
own.^ But the answer which He gives is one which every 
other may employ as freely as He did : 'Man shall not live 

* Ambrose (Exp, in Lite, ▼. 20) : Non enim quasi Dens ntitnr potestate 
(quid enim mihi proderat?) sed quasi homo, oommane sibi arcessit aaziliam. 
(k, Angnstiiie, Etumr. %^ in Ps, ox. 10, 11. 

D 
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ly bread ahnCj hut hy every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God' He throws his broad shield not merely 
over Himself, but over all those whom He has called his 
brethren, and with whom in his Incarnation He has made 
common part and lot ; and saying, ^ Man shall not live ' 
He declares that He will not separate Himself from his 
race. These words are drawn, as indeed are both the 
other passages which He cites, not merely from the Old 
Testament, but from the history of Israel's forty years' 
temptation in the wilderness, and from that as it is re- 
sumed in the Book of Deuteronomy. And this certainly 
is not for nothing, nor without its significance ; but finds 
its explanation in the fact that Israel was the figure of 
the Son of man, was * the servant of God,' that should 
have fulfilled all righteousness, but did not; in which 
fact we must seek the justification of St. Matthew's use 
of Hosea's words, ^Out of Egypt have I called my 
Son' (Matt ii. 13; cf. Hos. xi. 1). Christ, as there has 
been already occasion to urge, is not merely the second 
Adam, but the true Israel, and the true servant of 
God (Isai. xlii! 1), who as such should testify by his obe- 
dience that man truly lives only in and by the everlasting 
word. 

The words were originally spoken by Moses in reference 
to the manna: ^He fed thee with manna which thou 
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that He 
might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 
only; but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of the Lord doth man live ' (Deut. viii. 3). But 
this being so, what, it may be asked, was their special 
appropriateness at a moment like the present? They 
had this fitness. In the giving of the manna, and in the 
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feeding of the people thereby, lay a signal proof that 
God was not limited to ordinary means ; but, as then He 
created ' a new thing ' with which to sustain his people, 
60 now He could feed one who trusted in Him, altogether 
without any external helps and appliances whatever. God 
is. Himself the nourisher, and not the bread or anything 
else. The manna was but the help to a weak faith ; for 
that did not really nourish any, but only God's might 
which worked in and through the manna. And thus the 
Lord does not mean by this quotation that man wants 
something be^des bread, has a soul which must be sus- 
tained by heavenly food, as his body is by earthly ; and 
that if that be fed, it imports little how this may fare. 
His words are still more to the point. The creative word, 
the ^>7//a QboVj which alone imparts to the bread its sus- 
taining power, can sustain, even as He is confident that 
in the present need it will sustain, apart from the bread.^ 
The answer is in fact a keener way of saying, ^ I have 
meat to eat that ye know not of (John iv. 31). I am not 
pressed, as thou suggestest, and as thou wouldst fain have 
Me to believe; I live upon God.'* ^God,' as Jeremy 
Taylor has said, applying these words, 'will certainly give 
us bread, and till He does we can live by the breath of 

* Oocceias : Potest Dens vivificare absque pane, et sine yerbo Dei ne panis 
qnidem ad vitam est Spanheim {Dub. Eoang, 58) : Tentator objiciebat, yel 
fame ipsi esse pereandiim, vel lapides conyertendos in panem, alioquin 
nollam dari medium ipsias conservandi. Iramo, inqait Dominus, media in- 
numera alia dari possant pneter panem: quamoanque enim rem plaoet Deo 
adhibere ad sostentatiunem hominis ea sufficere potest, yel yerbam solum 
promissionis egrediens ex ore Domini. 

' It is a beautiful Jewish legend to which Philo (De Somn. i. 6) refers, 
that Moses during his forty days^ fast on Mount Horeb was fed by the melo- 
dies of heayen, the music of the spheres — by which he goes on to say, if 
our ears were now purged to drink them in, we too might equally be sus- 
tained. Not unlike this in spirit is the saying quoted by Schoetgen (Hor. 
Heb. yoL i. p* S7} : Justi perfecti ex splendore Scheohins oomedunt. 

d2 
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his mouthy by the word of God, by the light of his coun- 
tenance, by the refreshment of bis promises. If the 
fleshpots be removed He can alter the appetite; and 
when our stock is spent, He can also lessen the necessity; 
or if that continues, He can drown the sense of it in a 
deluge of patience and resignation.'^ 

' Then the devil taketh Him up into the holy city, and 
setteth Him on a pinnacle of the temple' Characteristically 
enough it is St. Matthew who thus calls Jerusalem ^ the 
holy city.' To him, the Jew, it was eminently such (cf. 
xxviL 53 ; Isai. xlviii. 2 ; lii. i ; Dan. ix. 24 ; Rev. 
xi. 2 ; xxi. 2 ; Eccl. xxxvi. 13 ; 1 Mace. x. 31), * the 
city of the Great King' (Matt. v. 35). In the parallel 
record of St. Luke, it is simply ^Jerusalem' I should be 
unwilling to interpret this ^taketh' with Hammond, as 
though it were, * carried Him through the air ; ' for such 
a rapture and flight, a yielding of Himself so far to the 
will of the adversary, seems inconsistent with the dignity 
which in the midst of all his humiliation the Son evermore 
preserved. They who will have it so, observe that it is 
nothing strange if He who allowed Himself to be buffeted, 
scourged, crucified by the servants of the devil, should 
yield Himself thus far to the violence of their master ; 
and that all which concerns us is to keep in mind that it 
was a violence which could not have been exercised upon 
Him, unless He had willingly submitted Himself to it.' 
But certainly the language which St. Matthew uses does 
not require, hardly justifies, such a meaning as this. The 

* Life af Cfhritt, i, 9. 

' Dejling : Noli in hAo re diaboli potentiam Bed potint Servatoris pati- 
entiam mirarL 
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word we have translated ^taketh' (napd^fi^dvei) is the 
same which all three Evangelists employ when they 
would describe the Lord's leading up with Him his chosen 
apostles to the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. xvii. i ; 
Mark ix. 2; Luke ix. 28; and often elsewhere). That 
which may have in part induced this interpretation, 
namely, the supposition that the ^ pinnacle of the temple^ 
was some giddy point, unattainable except by such aerial 
flight, is a mistake. Whatever it may have been, it cer- 
tainly was not this ; for in the history of the martyrdom 
of James the Just, given by Hegesippus and preserved for 
us by Eusebius,* the martyr is set on this same ^pinnackj 
which ke could only have reached by ordinary means, 
that from thence he may harangue the people below, and 
when he disappoints the expectation of the Jews who had 
set him there, is by them cast headlong down. 

* And saith unto J5fim, If Thou be the Son of God, cast 
Thyself down ; for it is written. He shall give his angels 
charge concerning Thee, and in their hands they shall bear 
Thee up, lest at any time Thou dash thy foot against a 
stoned The temple was plainly the fitting place for this, 
the peculiarly theocratic temptation, as the wilderness 
had been for that addressed to the fleshly appetite, and 
as the high mountain should be for the temptation yet in 
store from the world ; even as it has been fancifully sug- 
gested that the Tempter assumed different shapes in suc- 
cession, an eremite in the wilderness, an angel of light on 

* IlrcpiT'/ov, which the grammarians explain by iucpor^pujv^ the diminn- 
tive of irrkpv^^ a wing, pinna or penna in Latin ; the latter being the form in 
which the word, literally employed, assnmes; while pinna, with itfl diminu- 
tive pinnaculnm, is the trtn^like lappet of a building. For the different 
views of what this frrepOyunf of the temple actually was, see Deyling, Ob$$. 
Sae.y vol. ii. p. 371 

• K E. ii. 43. 
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this pinnacle of the temple, a king when he offered on 
the mountain the world-kingdoms to the Lord. Ex- 
panding this temptation a little, we may better realize 
to ourselves wherein consisted its enticing power. What 
the Tempter suggested may have been very nearly aft 
follows : * Be acknowledged the Christ at once. Give of 
thy own free accord that which those in whose hands it 
will lie to accept or reject Thee will so often demand, 
namely, " a sign from heaven " (Matt. xii. 38 ; xvi. 1 ; 
Luke xii. 54, 56). Descend with a pomp of angels up- 
holding and upbearing Thee, in the midst of an admiring 
people. Thou art appointed to be the Christ. Why take 
the way of a long and tedious recognition ? Why con- 
sent to be despised and rejected — bringing all which thus 
Thou wilt briiig of evil on Thyself and on them that 
reject Thee, when by one noble venture of faith, having 
moreover a Scripture warrant for this, thou mightest at 
a single bound leap to that remote consummation which 
is indeed in the intentions and purposes of God ?' 

With what marvellous skill has the Tempter shifted in 
an instant the whole line of his assault. In that first 
temptation he urged the Lord to a distrust of his Father s 
love, so that He must help Himself, if He is indeed to be 
helped at all ; but now he urges not indeed to trust that 
love overmuch, for this is impossible, but to put it io the 
proof in a way of his own choosing, and not of God's 
appointing. If he cannot entangle Him in the sin of 
diffidentia, perhaps then in that of prcefidenUaj — ^if such 
a word may be allowed. Satan too has learned some- 
thing else in that first encounter ; he has learnt that the 
Scripture is the law of Christ's life ; the sphere in which 
He lives and moves. On a word of that Scripture the 
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Lord had grounded his refusal to make the stones bread. 
Here then is a word of that same Scripture, which 
should induce Him to consent to that which is now put 
before Him. * Makest Thou so much of that word ? 
Hopest Thou on its assurance for such a miracle in thy 
behalf? Then see in that which I now set before Thee, 
how Thou mayest show yet more gloriously thy con- 
fidence in the favour of God toward Thee.' 

That ninety-first Psalm which the adversary quotes, is 
written not concerning the Son of God in particular, but 
concerning the faithful generally. Yet for all this it can- 
not be said that there was any abusing or mis-quoting of 
it in applying the promise which it contains, as Satan now 
does, to Christ; since whatever was written concerning 
the faithful in general, must be eminently true concerning 
Him who is the Head of the faithful. Origen then,^ it 
must be admitted, 9^ not right here, when he accuses 
Satan of a fraudful transfer to Christ of what was written 
about others, and in this respect of perverting Scripture | 
an accusation which Chrysostom and Jerome repeat. 
That there is and must be somewhere a lie in the appli- 
cation even of words of truth on the part of him who is 
a liar and only a liar is certain. He lies, as St. Bernard 
has very well shown, leaving out, as he does, one little 
clause, which would have altered the whole character of 
the quotation. 'He shall give his angels charge can- 
ceming Thee, this much Satan cites; but the words 
following ^ to keep Thee in all thy ways,' these he omits 
altogether.* But that to which he now challenged the 



^ ffom. 31. in Luc. 

' Mendacium abscondens per Scripturam sioat omnes hsretici, aslrenans 
obseryes (v. 31) ; and none had greater experienoe of their devices. 
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Lord was not * a way ' appointed by his heavenly Father 
'for his treading, and in which as such He might be sure 
that he would not stumble (John xi. 9, 10), but a preci- 
pice from which He would have wantonly chosen to fling 
Himself down ; and the promise of being kept in all his 
ways no one has a right to take to himself, who has 
exchanged his appointed ways for any such headlong 
precipices as that now suggested to the Lord«^ 

f Jesus said unto him^ It is written again^ Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God ;' written, indeed, in almost every 
page of Scripture, but the special reference is to Deut. vL 
16. But first, in that * It is written again ' of Christ, lies 
a great lesson, quite independent of that particular Scrip- 
ture which on this occasion He quotes, or of the use to 
which He turns it. There lies in it the secret of our 
safety and defence against all distorted use of isolated 
passages in Holy Scripture. Only^ we enter into the 
unity of Scripture, as it balances, completes, and explains 
itself, are we armed against error and delusion, excess or 
defect on this side or the other. Thus the retort, 'It is 
written again^ must be of continual application; for, 
indeed, what very often are heresies but onesided exag- 
gerated truths, truths rent away indeed from the body 

^ Bernard {In Ps, QuU Latitat, Serm. 15) : Scriptom est, inqvit, Quoniam 
angelis sais mandavit de te, et in manibus tollent te. Quid scriptom est, 
maligne, qnid soriptnm est? Angelis sois mandavit de te. (Juid man- 
davit f Animadvertite et videte^qaoniam snbtioait malignos et fraadalentos 
qnod malignitiitis snao commenta dissolveret. Quid enim mandavit? 
liTempe qnod in psalmo sequitnr : Ut oustodiant te in omnibus viis tuis. 
Numquid in prfficipitiis ? Qualis via hsoo de pinnaonlo templi mittere se 
deorsam ? Non est via hsec, sed raina ; et si via, toa est, non illius. Fmstra 
in tentationem capitis intorsisti, quod scriptnm est ad corporis consolatio- 
nem. Delitzsch : £s ist iiicht die Rede von Gefahren, die man aossucht, 
sondem von solchen, die den Q^rechten ungesuoht aof den Lebenswegen 
begegnen. 
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and complex of the Truth, without the balance of the 
counter-truth, which should have kept them in their due 
place, coordinated with other truths or subordinated to 
them ; and so, because all such checks are wanting, not 
truth any more but error ?^ 

It is a weapon at once offensive and defensive, a sun 
at once and a shield, which the Lord on this occasion 
draws from the armoury of God : * Thou ahaU not ternpt 
the Lord thy God' The same apparent dilBBculty which lies 
in St. James' declaration that ^ God tempteth not any man ' 
(i. 13), when set over against so many other passages in 
which a tempting of man is ascribed to Him (Gen. xiii. 1 ; 
John vi. 6), lies also in St James' statement made at the 
same place that ' God cannot be tempted ' as compared 
with so many other, in which men are charged with the 
sin, or warned against the sin, of tempting God ; such as 
Exod. xvii. 2; Num. xiv. 22; Ps. Ixxviii. 18, 56; Acts 
y. 9; XV. 10; and the present. But here, as there, the 
contradiction lies only on the surface^ and as soon as we 
descend a little below this, it quite disappears. There is 
a sense in which men ^ tempt' God, as no doubt there is 
also a sense in which they cannot ^ tempt ' Him. They 
^ tempt ' God, when they mistrust the resources of his 
wisdom, his power, his goodness ; when they will not 
believe Him on his simple word, but challenge Him to 
make present and immediate experiment of these before, 
they will give Him credit for possessing them. Thus 
when the children of Israel exclaimed, ' Can God furnish 
a table in the wilderness ? ' (Ps. Ixxviii. 19) this question 



* Tertnllian {De Pudic, 16): Est hoc solenne perversis et idiotis et 
hfloreticis, oliciyns oapitnli andpitU oooasione adversas exeroitam senntiate- 
mm InBtrumenti totioa armarL 
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of theirs was in the strictest sense of the word a ' tempting' 
of God ; as the Psalmist expressly declares * They tempted 
God in their heart ' — ^ they tempted God, and limited the 
Holy One of Israel' (ver. 41). In like manner Ahaz 
refuses to ask a sign from God, sheltering himself behind 
the precept of Deut. vi. 16; and pretending to believe 
that to ask of God that sign which God bade him ask, 
would be such a ' tempting* of Him as is there forbidden; 
* I will not tempt the Lord ' (Isai. vii. 12). Not otherwise 
we are told that the adversaries of the Lord * came, and 
tempting desired that He would show them a sign from 
heaven' (Matt. xvi. 1), that is, putting Him to the proof, 
refusing to accept, without this proof given, his claims 
to be the Messiah. And when Satan would have the 
Saviour to cast Himself down headlong from the pinnacle 
of the temple, this would have been in the strictest sense, 
as He Himself declares, a ^ tempting' of the Lord his God, 
that is, a putting of Him to the proof, as being doubtful, 
until that proof was made, whether He would indeed help 
and save. 

God may * tempt' man as often as He will ; for there is 
always an element of weakness in every man, justifying 
the temptation, which shall either reveal this weakness to 
him through a fall, and thus send him to the source of all 
true strength, or through a victorious struggle with it, 
leave him in fuller possession of God's strength than before. 
But men may never lawfully ^ tempt' God, in whom there 
are no such discoveries to be made, and whom then they 
honour most, when they believe the highest, noblest, great- 
est things about Him to which their hearts can attain. It 
was for Christ to believe in the loving-kindness and faith- 
fulness of God, that He would uphold Him in all his ways, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TEMPTATION. 43 

without ^ tempting ' or putting Him to proof, as the ad- 
Tersary had suggested. Such a tempting could only have 
sprung from a secret unbelief; and would have been for 
Him an abandonment at the outset, of that life of faith 
which He came to live on earth, and by which to over- 
come the Wicked One. 

In this refusal of Christ's are implicitly condemned all 
who run before they are sent, who thrust themselves into 
perils to which they are net called ; all who would fain be 
reformers, but whom God has not raised up and equipped 
for the work of reformation; and who therefore for 
the most part bring themselves and their cause to- 
gether to shame, dishonour, and defeat; with all those 
who presumptuously draw drafts on the faithfulness of 
God, which they have no scriptural warrant to justify 
them in believing that He will honour. 

It is well known that in the different Gospels this 
second temptation and the third follow in different order. 
In St Matthew the temptation to vainglory (^ Cc^t Thyself 
doton') comes first, and that to worldliness (^ All these 
things will I give Thee ') follows after ; while in St. Luke 
first the kingdoms and their glory are offered, and only 
when these are rejected, the temptation to spiritual pride 
is suggested. Which, it may be asked, was the true, or 
rather the actual, succession ? for both orders may in a 
deeper ideal, though not in an historic sense, be true. In 
favour of St. Luke's it may be urged that spiritual wickedr 
nesses seem the latest and subtlest temptations of the 
Evil One ; those who have overcome all other, are ex- 
posed to, and sometimes overcome by, these ; the white 
devil, as one has said, being more to be feared than the 
black; and temptations arranged to follow in such a 
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sequence and method as shall be most effectual [jjuSi3^%lciA, 
Tt^vyjg) are especially attributed to Satan (Ephes. iv. 
14; vi. 11). But on the other hand, in favour of St. 
Matthew's succession it may be said that the words, * Get 
thee behind Me^ SataUy would scarcely occur in the middle 
of the Temptation, being rather the final and authorita^ 
tive dismissal of the Tempter, after which he would no 
longer presume, for the present at least, to molest ilie 
Lord. And altogether this fact seems to outweigh the 
arguments which support the other succession ; not to say 
that St. Matthew's ^ then ' (ver. 5) and ^ ogam ' (ver. 8) 
mark a closer knitting together of the incidents in the 
order of time than aught in the more loosely connected 
scenes in St. Luke.^ 

^ Again the devil taketh Him up into an exceeding high 
mountain^ and sheweth Him all the kingdoms of the world 
and the glory of tliem; and saith unto Hinty AU these 
things will I give Thee^ if Thou wilt fall down and worship 
me' The inner connexion between this third temptation 
and that which went before may be as follows : ^ Well, if 
Thou art not the Son of God, as is plain from thy in* 
ability to make bread, thy refusal to cast thyself boldly 
forth on the riches of his grace, worship me, and receive 
what I will give Thee, the kingdoms of the world and 

* Iq Greewell*8 Dimiertationi there is one On the Order of the Temptation^ 
vol. ii. p. 19*. Von Meyer (ElMUfar hdhere Wdhrheit^ vol. v. p. %6i) thinks 
the sacoession to have been differently given by the different Evangelists, of 
a purpose and for our instruction, because the order of these temptations is 
different in different men, and in the same roan at different times. Aquinas, 
who has anticipated so much, has anticipated also this {8umm, TheoL pars 
3% qo. 41, art. 4) : Videntur Evangelists) diversum ordinem tenuisse ; quia 
quandoquo ex inani g]ori4 venitur ad cnpiditatem, quandoque e oonverso. 
Augustine (De Cons, JEvang, ii. x6) does not absolutely decide in favour 
of one order or the other. 
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the glory of them! By these last words I understand all 
which the kingdoms possessed of fairest, richest, best, the 
flower and crown of all their splendours gathered to a 
head (Isai. xxxix. 2 ; Matt. vi. 29 ; Rev. xxi. 25, 26). 
But before we proceed further it is worth while to enquire 
how we are to understand the ^ shemng ' to Him of all these. 
An optical illusion is entirely inadmissible ; such is not 
reconcilable with the Church's idea of her divine Head. It 
is quite impossible that in anything, great or small, He can 
have been played upon or deceived, least of all by the 
Spirit of lies.^ That Satan pointed out the quarters in 
which the several kingdoms of the world lay, does not 
seem to me altogether to satisfy and exhaust the force of 
this 'sheweth; least of all when we bring in Si Luke's 
^ in a moment of time ;'* although many interpreters have 
been satisfied with such an explanation.' Jeremy Taylor 
reaches out after something more : ^ By an angelical power 
he draws into one centre species and ideas from all the 
kingdoms and glories of the world, and makes an ad- 
mirable map of beauties, and represents it to the eye 
of Jesus.' But whatever the manner of the shewing 

• Grotins strangelj enough, while^e allows this (neqne ocalos neqne vim 
imaginatricem Obrbti illasain pnto), suggests notwithstanding a mere phan- 
tasmagoria of this kind: Nimirnm qnasi in piotur4 ponens [diabolns] 
omnem qai unqnam esset regis fortunea apparatum. The suggestion of 
Milton {Par. Reg. \y. 40) is different ; and is not attended bj the same 
objeetions : 

* By what strange parallax or optio skill 
Of vision, multiplied through air, or glass 
Of telescope, were fruitless to enquire.* 

• 'Ev OTiyn^ ;);p^Mw=iv iT6fi% h /hw^ b^BaXftov (i Oor. XV. 51). 

• Origen : AUypa^ r^ A^y^ r^ ciiufv/dvrfVj , , . irwf yitp ^SitvaTO airrobc roitc 
r&irov^ elc ha r&irov irpbg deupiav eaftaTud^ ^yayelv; Maldonatus: KeipsA 
ostendiss^, non ita ut viderit, sed ita ut cqjusque regni plagam digito desig- 
naverit. Bengel: Per enumerationem et indigitationem fortasse. So 
Aquinas, 3umm. Tkeol. pars 3% qu. 41, art. 4. 
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was, a shewing rather than a telling is skilfully imagined, 
as might have been expected from the great artificer 
of falsehood. The eye is the inlet of desire ; there 
is nothing so soon enticed and led away. ^ It is/ as 
Bishop Andrews has said, Hhe broker between the 
heart and all wicked lusts that be in the world' (Job 
xxxi. 1,7). 

I have quoted the words in which this proffer of the king- 
doms of the world is made, as more briefly recorded by St. 
Matthew. At the same time the qualifying addition which 
appears in the report of St. Luke is very significant : * AU 
this power will I give Thee^ and the glory of them ; for that 
is delivered unto me ; and to whomsoever I will I give it.' 
Liar as he is from the beginning, the Tempter does not 
venture to claim the kingdoms of the world and their glory 
as of absolute right his own. Manichaeans enough there 
are in the world, who believe that the devil is really its 
lord and king ; but he in whose favour the Manichaean 
explanation of the world's riddle has been started, does not 
himself venture to assert it. The world is not Satan's 
own; nor his ai all except in so far as it has been^ 
^delivered' to him; that through it and the countless 
seductions which it offers he may on the one hand 
exercise and prove the faith of God's elect, to their greater 
final reward, on the other seduce those who are waiting 
and willing to be seduced from their allegiance to their 
liege Lord and rightful king ; or that in other ways he 
may work out the higher ends of God's providence and 
grace. So far indeed it had been suffered to come into 
his hands ; he is now, in Christ's own words, ^ the prince 
of this world' (John xii. 31), in the words of his apostle, 
* the prince of the power of the air' (Ephes. ii. 2), Hhe 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TEMPTATION, 47 

god of this world ' (2 Cor, iv. 4) ; able to give to those 
who serve him, * his power, and his seat, and great autho- 
rity ' (Rev. xiii. 2). But whatever dominion he possesses 
in it, he possesses not of right, but by usurpation on his 
part, by permission upon God's, even as he himself must 
acknowledge here. To him it might be said, as to one of 
his servants it was said, * Thou couldest have no power at 
all, except it were given thee from above ' (John xix. 11). 
This was originally no wicked world (Gen. i. 31) ; a 
^mundus' indeed, but no ^mundus immundusj as Au- 
gustine so often loves to declare. 

Satan is playing for a high stake, and does not grudge 
therefore to make a great offer. It is not often that 
Bishop Andrews allows himself in irony so fine and so 
effective as he does in one of his Sermons on the Tempta- 
tion; contrasting this offer, the kingdoms offered to 
Christ and rejected by Him, with the unutterably paltry 
bribes, the mess of pottage (Gen. xxv. 34), the Babylonish 
garment (Josh. vii. 21), the two changes of garments 
(2 Kin. V. 23), the thirty pieces of silver (Matt. xxvi. 15), 
for which we are so often contented to barter all. I 
cannot refuse to quote a part : ' There be some that will 
say. They were never tempted with kingdoms. It may 
well be; for it needs not, when less will serve. It was 
Christ only who was thus tempted ; in Him lay a heroical 
mind that could not be allured with small matters. But 
with us it is nothing so, for we esteem far more basely of 
ourselves. We set our wares at a very easy price ; he 
may buy us even dagger-cheap, as we say. He need 
never carry u^ so high as the mount. The pinnacle is 
high enough ; yea, the lowest steeple in all the town would 
serve the turn. Or let him but carry us to the leads and 
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gutters of our own houses, nay, let us but stand in our 
windows or our doors, if he will give us but so much as 
we can there see, he will tempt us throughly ; we will 
accept it and thank him too. He shall not need to come 
to us with kingdoms. If he would come to us with thirty 
pieces, I am afraid many of us would play Judas. Nay, 
less than so much would buy a great sort, even ^^ handfuls 
of barley and pieces of bread" (Ezek. xiii. 19). Tea 
some will not stick to buy and sell the poor for a pair of 
shoes, as Amos speaketh. ... A matter of half a crown, 
or ten groats, a pair of shoes, or some such trifle will 
bring us on our knees to the devil.' 

But this temptation, how mighty an attraction it must 
have had — ^not indeed that attraction for Him on whom 
it was now brought to bear, which it would possess 
for mean and vulgar souls ; but one which the very love 
and pity and yearning sympathy for all the children of 
men that dwelt in Him, must have lent it. Nothing 
was more righteous than that all the kingdoms of the 
world should be Christ's, nothing more certain than that 
He, as Messiah, should one day be heir of all. Feeling then 
and knowing Himself to be the rightful king of men, and 
to have the power of infinitely blessing them as their 
king, with such prophecies going before of his kingdom 
and what his kingdom should be, as Isai. xxxii. 1-89 
Ps. Ixxii., He must have unutterably desired, and it 
belonged to the perfection of his nature that He should 
so desire, that the kingdoms of the world should be his. 
How many bleeding hearts were waiting to be bound up 
by Him; how many who now sat in darkness were 
waiting for light from Him ; what truths were waiting for 
Him to utter; what wrongs were waiting for Him to 
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redress, what strongholds of oppression for Him to cast 
down. The power of accomplishing all this, of redressing 
all the oppressions of the earth, of stanching all those 
fountains of tears, of imparting all that knowledge of his 
Father's love, this was * the ghryl the 56^a, which the 
royalty of the world wore in his sight; here was the 
allective force which this temptation possessed. We note 
ever, even among the sinful children of men, that the 
nobler the character of a man, the nobler also the sem- 
blance which a temptation, that is indeed to exercise any 
power upon him, must assume. Sordid sins, sins of a 
manifest selfishness, will have little or no seductive power, 
nay, will rather repel than attract him. The temptation 
may be a messenger of Satan's, but it must in some sort 
know how to transform itself into an angel of light, before 
it can obtain a hearing from him, or at all events before 
it can mightily allure. And if this be true of men in 
whom is any nobleness of nature, how much more must 
it have been true in respect of Him who was the noblest 
of all. 

At the same time, when we are seeking to measure 
what was the dynamic force of this third temptation, we 
must not leave out of account, as an element herein, that 
in this offer lay the prospect of evading and overleaping 
all the toil and pain and suffering, to which otherwise a 
Saviour of the world was bound in. The kingdoms of 
the world should be his, as an easy gift ; instead of being, 
as otherwise they must be, a painful prey wrung at the 
cost of his own life's blood from the usurper. It is from 
this point of view, and from vividly realizing to ourselves 
the mighty temptation which the prospect of thus escaping 
the cross, and not drinking the cup, must have had for 
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Him who knew all which that cross and that cup meant, 
that we must explain that *Get thee behind me, 
Satan' (Matt. xvi. 23), with which at a later day Christ 
rebukes the chief of his apostles, when he too must needs 
play the Hinderer, and with his ^That be far from 
Thee' (ver. 22), would fain persuade his Lord that the 
suffering of many things was not, and need not be, his 
portion ; that there was another way besides that by the 
steps of his cross whereby He might ascend to his throne. 
The saying has perplexed many. Could He who spoke 
no random word, for whom Satan was the personal em- 
bodiment of all evil, have called by this name a servant 
of his own, visited a passing fault of his with so terrible 
a rebuke ? They have recoiled from admitting this ; and 
yet how escape the admission ? In this way, I believe. 
Christ saw with the lightning glance of his spirit in the 
words of St. Peter a suggestion not so much of his as of 
Satan's ; who was using the servant, and making him the 
organ and unconscious instrument by which he brought 
to bear his engines of temptation against the 'Master. 
Christ beheld Satan, so to speak, lurking behind Peter, 
suggesting by him, as he had in the wilderness suggested 
more directly, that there was a shorter way to the 
kingdom of his glory than by the cross of his shame ; and 
to him the words are properly and primarily addressed ; 
although in reaching him enough glances off from them 
to constitute a wholesome and most real rebuke for Peter. 
The words of rebuke which are spoken then are precisely 
the same as those spoken now, to mark that the Lord recog- 
nized in the remonstrance of Peter the recurrence of a temp- 
tation, whose strength He had known before, and no doubt 
still knew ; but which He had already met and overcome. 
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But the price to be paid for that power of prodigally 
blessing others, in which after all lay the main stress 
of this temptation, what was that to be ? It was no more 
than an act of homage to him from whom He should 
receive the investiture of the kingdom. This price before 
now men not altogether mean or base, men not altogether 
without noble aspirations for the good of their fellow 
men, have consented to pay ; having persuaded them- 
selves that a righteous end justified the unrighteous means, 
that the power ill-gotten might yet be so well* used as to 
cause the fraud, or violence, or other wrong by which it 
was obtained to be forgotten altogether. Some among 
those who ended with being the very worst and wickedest 
in the French Revolution, saw, no doubt, an ideal kingdom 
floating before their eyes, which they were striving to 
realize, and which they linked with good for many, and 
not merely with some selfish good for themselves. But 
while no other way of bringing about that which they 
desired seemed open to them, they were willing, that so 
they might hasten and make sure the coming of this 
kingdom, to fall down and worship Satan; and what 
hideous service they rendered him at the last is written 
in such characters of blood as will l^ave their names a 
hissing and an execration for ever. And that act of 
homage which the Tempter now asked of Christ, what 
did it imply ? Simply that of Christ He should become 
Antichrist — nothing short of this. Height and depth are 
but two aspects of the same fact ; and just as Lucifer, * son 
of the morning,' could only fall as he did fall, the height 
to which he was exalted being the measure of the depth 
to which he fell, and, fallen, could not be any other than 

the prince of darkness, so for Him who was tempted now 

■ 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



52 THE TEMPTATION. 

there was no alternative but to be the Christ, or if not 
this, to be Antichrist. No wonder that such a proposal 
should call forth such an answer as it does. 

Hitherto the suggestions of the Wicked One, however 
fraudful, have been capable of a favourable interpretation ; 
the first might have been called forth by sympathy, how- 
ever ill-timed, with the Lord's hunger ; the second by the 
desire, however premature, that He should openly assert 
the dignity of his person and office, and make manifest to 
all the world his dearness to God. But this is capable of 
no such favourable interpretation. The Tempter has 
shown himself now in his true colours, one who can no 
more be so much as mistaken for an angel of light, but 
manifestly the leader of the great apostasy from the 
worship and service of the true God. Therefore the 
altered tone of the reply : * Get thee lehind mcj Satan.'^ 
The divine patience gives room now to the divine indig- 
nation, such as the character of this suggestion required. 
He who simply declines an infamous proposal inade- 
quately satisfies the claims which virtue and honour, 
outraged and insulted in his person, make upon him. 
Indignation in such a case is not merely justifiable, but 
is required, is of the essence of a true righteousness. Such 
an indignation speaks out in this reply of Christ. 

And now He proceeds to justify the word of defiance 
to the outrance with which He has replied, even as with 

' •Tirc>T brriao fuv (cf. a Kin. ix. i8, kirlorpe^ irpdg rb hnlao fwv\ rendered 
by Tjndale * Avoid, Satan,' by the Rhemish, • Avaunt, Satan,' is strangely 
enongh rendered in our Version in two different ways, 'Oet thee hence^ Satan,^ 
in Matthew ; ^Get thee behind Me^ Satan^'* in Luke. The words belong properly 
only to the earlier, having been brought by transcribers to the later. Gospel, 
from the text of whioh they are now omitted in the best oritioal editions. 
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such only He could reply, to the last proposal of the 
Tempter; to justify to the fearful name of ^ Satan/ adver- 
sary, opposer of all good, which He has given him. 
This He does from a word from the Scripture, to act in 
direct disobedience to which that adversary would fain 
have induced Him : ^for it is writteny Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God^ and Him only shall thou serve' — 
* written ' at Deut. vi. 13, and again at x. 20 ; cf. Rev. 
xix. 10. Out of the mouth of the Son of God there 
might have proceeded a two-edged sword of his own 
(Rev. i. 16) ; but * the sword of the Spirit * which he 
prefers to wield is again the written word ; even as armed 
with this He comes victoriously forth from his third and 
last encounter with the foe. * Thou hast magnified thy 
word above all thy name ' (Ps. cxxxviii. 2). ' Blessed is 
he,* exclaims Bishop Andrews here, ^ that has his quiver 
full of such arrows.* 

* Then the detril leaveth Himj or, in the far more 
noticeable words of St Luke, marking two important 
points which St. Matthew had passed over, * And when 
the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from 
Him for a season' We observe first the words, ^ all the 
temptation, which we shall scarcely press too far, if we 
infer from them that the three temptations just recorded, 
with which our great Forerunner was assailed, embrace 
the whole circle of human temptation, so that we have 
here the evidence, to use Jackson's words, of * Christ's 
mastery over Satan at his three principal weapons.' These 
^ three principal weapons ' we are wont to express under 
the three terms, the world, the flesh, and the devil; 
answering, as has often been obser\'ed, to the three 
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enumerated by St. John, ^ the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life ' (i John ii. 16).* In 
the suggested gratification of the appetite, contrary to the 
will of God, was the temptation of the flesh; in the 
proffered kingdoms with their glory, the temptation of 
the world ; while, although all the temptations were from 
the devil, yet that was especially the devilish temptation 
which said to Him that in vain-glory and spiritual pride 
He should cast Himself headlong from the pinnacle of the 
temple ; another * son of the morning' (cf. Isai. xiv. 12), 
but falling from a far higher height than any from which 
ever his Tempter fell. 

Nor should we fail further to observe the very note- 
worthy parallelism between this Temptation which Christ 
surmounted in the desert and that other under which our 
first parents succumbed in the garden. * When the woman 
saw ' (* through false spectacles of Satan's making,' as 
Jackson adds) * that the tree was good for food ' (the 
solicitation of the flesh), ^ and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes'(the solicitation of the world),* and a tree to be desired 
to make one wise' (the solicitation of the devil), * she took 
of the fruit thereof and did eat' (Gen. iii. 6). In that 
first sin were the lineaments of every other sin, as in this 
victory over temptation the lineaments, and very much 
more than the lineaments, of every other victory.* 

* Angastine (in loo.) : Tria sunt ista, et nihil invenies nnde tentatur 
onpiditas hnmana nisi ant desiderio carnis, aat desiderio oouloranif aut 
arabitione sscali. Per ista tria tentatus est Dominns a diabolo. Of. De 
Verd Relig, 38. 

■ See on this matter Gregory the Great, Ham. xvi. a, 3 ; Aquinas {Sum. 
Theol. 3*, qu. 41, art. 4) : Non dizisset Scriptnra quod consummate orani 
tentatione diabolus recessit ab iUo, nisi in tribus pramissis esset omnium 
materia delictorum ; quia caus» tentationum oaus® sunt cupiditatnm, scilicet 
carnis obleotatio, spes glorise, et aviditas potentis. Compare Jaok^ion, JVm- 
tue of the Divine Eeeenee arid AttrHnttee^ yul ii. 10 
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Having thus * ended all the temptation,'^ launched every 
one of his fiery darts, and seen them every one fall 
quenched and blunted to the ground, Uhe devil leaveth 
nim'^ for that word shall first be shewn true on the 
Prince of the faithful, to which each one of his people 
shall set afterwards his seal, ^ Resist the devil, and he vnll 
flee from you' (Jam. iv. 7), He ^leaveth Him^ but as 
St. Luke is careful to add, ^for a season' Room is left in 
these words for a later assault, and it is in fact implied in 
them that such a later assault was in reserve and should 
in due time arrive. Nor can we be in any doubt in re- 
gard of the period to which the sacred historian looks on ; 
that, as one great Temptation signalized the opening of the 
Saviour's ministry, so another should signalize its close, 
the Temptation in the wilderness being followed in due 
time and completed by the Temptation in the garden; 
even as the Lord Himself, whether looking backward or 
not, yet certainly looking forward to that second Tempta- 
tion, when now it was close at hand, exclaimed, ^ The 
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me' 
(John xiv. 30) ; nothing, that is, on which he could lay 
his finger, and claim it for his own. 

The two wrestlings with the Evil One differed indeed 
from one another, and so may be contrasted with one 
another. Their difference consisted mainly in this, that 
whereas in the first he brought to bear against the Lord 
all things pleasant and flattering, if so he might by aid of 
these entice or seduce Him from his obedience, in the 
second he thought with other engines to overcome his 
constancy, tried Him with all painful things, as before with 

* Complctd omni tentatione illeeebrosd^ is Aagustine's significant limitation 
of these words (De Trin. iv. 13). 
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/all pleasurable, hoping to terrify, if it might be, from 
his allegiance to the truth, Him whom manifestly he 
could not allure. In Augustine's words, having tried 
the door of desire, and found that closed, he tried after- 
wards, and with the same unsuccessful issues, the door of 
I fear ; the second Temptation of the garden dividing itself, 
1 like that of the wilderness, into three acts following close 
1 on one another (Matt. xxvi. 44). And the same illustrious 
teacher goes on to urge that as it was with the Captain 
of our salvation, so also it must be with every one of those 
who fight under his banner. They too shall need to 
tread under foot both the lion and the adder, to resist, 
that is, now a threatening, now a flattering, world. In- 
deed, it was with the very purpose of teaching them how 
they should do all this, that He Himself also suffered 
being tempted.^ Jeremy Taylor adds another reason 
why for our sakes our blessed Lord should have accom- 
plished all the temptation ; namely, that keeping this in 
remembrance, none hereafter, because they were greatly 
tempted, should therefore misdoubt of the divine love. 
* The holy Spirit did drive Jesus into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. And though we are bound to pray 
instantly that we fall into no temptation, yet if, by divine 
permission, or by an inspiration of the holy Spirit, we be 
engaged in an action or course of life that is full of 
temptation and empty of comfort ; let us apprehend it as 
an issue of divine providence, as an occasion of the 
rewards of diligence and patience, as an instrument of 
virtue, as a designation of that way in which we must 
glorify God ; but no argument of disfavour, since our 

* Augostine {8&rm. cxxii. 1) : Ad hoc enim pagnat Imperator, nt milites 
discant. 
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dearest Lord, the most holy Jesus, who could have driven 
the devil away by the breath of his mouth, yet was by 
the Spirit of his Father permitted to a trial and molesta- 
tion by the spirit of darkness/^ 

* And heholdy angels came and ministered 'tmto Him ' — 
that is, to the Son of man, to the second Adam ; even as 
in Jewish legend they are said to have danced before the 
first Adam on the day of his creation.* It could not 
indeed be said that they were here fulfilling that oflBce 
which in the Epistle to the Hebrews is ascribed to them, 
as * ministering spirits sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation ' (i. 14) j for here was not one 
of these ' heirs of salvation,' but the very Author of this 
salvation to all others. We have in like manner an 
angel appearing to Him and strengthening Him in another 
great hour of his temptation (Luke xxii. 43). It is pro- 
bable that on this occasion they brought food (cf. 1 Kin. 
xix. 5) ; the word of the original {hirixovovv) may imply 
as much ; and that word, ^ Man did eat angels' food ' (Ps. 
Ixxviii. 25), may have thus received its highest fulfilment; 
nor less may they have celebrated with songs of triumph 
this transcendant victory of the kingdom of light over the 
kingdom of darkness. So much the Christian poet of our 
age has suggested : 

^ Nor less your laj of triumph greeted fair 

Our Champion and yonr King, 
In that first strife whence Satan in despair 

Sank down on scathdd wing ; 



' Life of Christy part i, sect 9, § 7. 

' See Eisenmenger, Entdecht Judmth, vol. ii p. 17. The Mahometans 
have borrowed this legend from the Jews. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



58 THE TEMPTATION. 

Alone He fasted, and alone He foaght ; 

But when his toils were o'er, 
Ye to the sacred Hermit dateons bronght 
* Banquet and hymn, your Eden^s festal store.' 



A few words in conclusion. It is nothing wonderful 
that the endeavours should have been many, to explain 
away the Temptation, to exhaust it of its supernatural 
element, and so to reduce it to the level of an occurrence 
explicable by the laws habitually at work around us and 
within us. Now, if our Lord's life had been itself such 
an occurrence, it would be certainly perplexing to find a 
fragment of wonder such as this is, intruding into the 
midst of that life ; nor would the instinct be unnatural, 
which, as it every where desires moral harmony and 
keeping, should endeavour in some way or another to get 
rid of an event, out of all such harmony and keeping with 
the other events of that life. But if the manifestation of 
the Son of God in the flesh be itself the wonder of all 
wonders, then that this should be surrounded by a group 
of secondary wonders, that there should be nothing 
common in his life, or, to speak more accurately, very 
much altogether uncommon, this might have been ex- 
pected beforehand. What would indeed be startling and 
perplexing would be the absence of every thing super- 
natural from such a life — ^the fact that He whose name is 
Wonderful (Isal ix. 6) should have fallen at once into 
the common course and order of things, and never either 
by what He did, or what was done in respect of Him, 
have testified that there was any difference between Him- 
self and the other children of men. Those, however, who 
will not be satisfied until the light which falls upon the 
earthly path of our Lord, and lights it up with a glory not 
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of earth, has for them faded into the light of common day, 
have been very busy with this history ; and that for a 
long time past ; £or it is qaite a mistake to suppose that 
the attempts to explain away the Temptation into a 
dream, or a vision, or a parable, or an inner conflict, or 
an encounter with a tempter of flesh and blood, into any 
thing in short but that which on its face it announces 
itself to be, are of very recent origin, and belong exclu- 
sively to the neology of later years. It is abundantly 
evident that the Scriptural theologians of the seventeenth 
and beginning of the eighteenth century had earnestly 
to resist attempts which in their time also were rife, to 
reduce the Temptation to an every day occurrence.^ 

Thus for some the Temptation is a vision. The 
explanation is untenable. It is manifest that the sacred 
historians did not mean to relate this event as a vision. 
When they have to tell of such, they make quite clear 
what they intend (Acts ix, 12 ; x. 3, 10 ; xi. 5 ; xviii. 9; 
xxii, 17) ; and, which goes still more directly to the root 
of the matter, no one can accept this explanation without 
implicitly renouncing the Church's faith concerning her 
Saviour and her Head. Christ had no visions ; it lay in 
the necessity of his divine nature that He should have 
none. There was never a door opened in heaven (Rev. 
iv. 1) for Him, before whom the heavenly world lay 
always manifest and bare (John v. 19, 20). He could 
not be at one time or another * in the Spirit' (Rev. i. 10), 
who was always in the Spirit ; the higher spiritual world 
being no strange element, into which He was rapt at 



* It needs only to refer in proof to. Wolf, Cura Philol, vol. i. p. 66, and 
the many treatises which he enumerates there, from whose titles it is plain 
that in his time the matter was in eager debate. 
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intervals (2 Cot. xii. 21)^ but his permanent abiding place. 
He had no special communications or revelations from 
his Father, inasmuch as his whole life was one of entire 
and unbroken intercommunion with Him (John v. 17, 
19). Even those which might appear such special com- 
munications directed to Himself, are carefully explained 
to have another motive and reason : ^ This voice came 
not because of Me, but for your sakes ' (John xii. 30 ; 
cf. xi. 41, 42). Massillon speaks very grandly in words 
quoted below (they are found in a sermon On the Divinity 
of our Lord)y on this absence of all rapture on the part 
of the Son of God ; shows that it was a necessary conse- 
quence of his Divinity that He should never at any 
moment of his life be borne out of Himself, as were the 
prophets of the Old, and, though more rarely, the apostles 
and others of the New, Dispensation (Acts x. 10 ; xi. 5 ; 
xxii. 17 ; 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4; Rev* i. 10).^ The idea alike ^of 
the vision and of the trance or ecstasy is that of a depres- 
sion or partial suspension of the actings of the lower life, 
so to prepare for a better reception of impressions or 
communications from a higher world ; the setting of the 
garish sun of this world, that the pure stars of a heavenly 



' Nos prophdtes eux-mtoes annon^^nt les ohoses fatures, sans perdre 
Tasage de la raisoD, ni sortir de la gravity et de la d^oenoe de lear miniature, 
entraieDt dans an enthoaBiasme divin ; il fallait soavent que le boq d*ane 
lyre reveill&t en eox Pesprit proph^ique : on sentait bien qa*ane impulsion 
^trangdre lee animait, et que ce n^^tait pas deleur propre fonds quails tiraient 
la science de Tavenir, et les my stores caclk^s quUls annon^aient aux homraes. 
J^sus-Cbrist propb6tise comme il parle ; la science de Pavenir n^a rien qui 
le frappe, qui le trouble, qui le surprenne, paroeqn*!! renferme tous les temps 
dans son esprit ; les mystdres futurs quUl annonoe, ne sont point dans son 
Ame des lumieres soudaines et infuses qui P^blouissent ; ce sont des objets 
familiers quMl ne perd jamais de vue, et dont il tronve les images au-dedans 
de lui ; et tous les sidcles 4 venir sont sous rimmensit^ do ses regards 
comme le jour present qui nous Claire. 
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firmament may appear.^ But in Christ this could have 
been never needed ; in whom existed at all times a per- 
fect balance and harmony of all faculties and powers ; in 
whom there was no predominance of the lower, which 
could at any instant obscure or stand in the way of the 
perfect actings of the higher. 

The same objection, only in a greater degree, forbids 
an explaining of the Temptation as a dream, which, in- 
deed, is only a subordinate kind of vision ; namely that it 
is impossible to reconcile it with the idea of the Son of 
God. Even servants of God, who have made any con- 
siderable advances in the spiritual life, are seldom com- 
municated with in this manner. Bather the dream is the 
channel of communication witii the heathen, with an 
Abimelech (Gen. xx. 3), a Laban (Gen. xxxi. 24), a Nebu- 
chadnezzar (Dan. ii. I ; iv. 5), a Pilate's wife (Matt, xxvii. 
19), with the wise men from the East (Matt. ii. 12) ; or 
with others who, standing higher than these, yet in the 
measure of their spiritual attainments fall very far below 
tiie more eminent saints of God, a Solomon for instance 
(1 Kan. iii. 5) ; and it is expressly brought out as part of 
the dignity of Moses, that while God spoke, and made 
Himself known to other and inferior prophets by visions 
or dreams. He spoke mouth to mouth with him (Num. 
xii. 5-8; Deut. xxxiv. 10).* How much more then would 
there belong to the Son of God at ev^ry moment the 
perfect clearness of waking vision* Indeed all mental 

* Aagustine (De Div. QiuMt, ii. qn. i) defines an ecstasj, Mentis 
alienatio a sensibas corporis, nt spiritns horoinis divino Spiritu assamptas 
capiendis atqne intaendis imaginibas vaoet. 

• See J. Smith, Select Bueouraee^pp, 169, 154, for an interesting account, 
bearing on this very matter, of what the Jewish Doctors called the gradus 
Mosaicos of prophecy, and its superiority over all other. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



62 THE TEMPTATION. 

illusions of every kind were so far from Him that I must 
needs esteem it a mistake when in Paradise Regained 
Milton makes Him to dream of feasts in his hunger in 
the wilderness. 

Another attempt to empty the Temptation of its mys- 
terious element was made in the seventeenth century, 
and taken up in the beginning of our own by Paulus 
and by others. They saw in the Tempter here a 
mortal man, an emissary from the Sanhedrim, or pos- 
sibly the High Priest himself, who would fain try of what 
metal this youthful prophet from Galilee, to whom the 
Baptist had just borne such glorious witness, was made, 
and whether he might not be seduced and bribed into the 
service of the old corrupt theocracy ; instead of witnessing 
against it and its ministers, as the examples of the earlier 
prophets and many perilous indications in the Baptist's 
career, made too probable would be the course He would 
take.^ This cannot need more than to be stated and left. 
Unbelief has its cast-oflf garments, of which even itself is 
now ashamed, and this is of them. 

The suggestion of others that the Temptation was a 
conflict on our Lord's part with no outward but an in- 
ward foe, with the solicitations of appetite, of ambition, of 
worldliness, which, born in his own mind, sought to draw 
Him away from the narrow and painful path appointed 
for his treading, is equally untenable, and this for reasons 
which have been stated already ; namely that it is directly 
contrary to the idea of a Saviour, who as such must be 
a Holy One, and this absolutely and completely, that 
thoughts soliciting to evil should have thus spontaneously 

See Spanheim, Dvib. Eoang. 51. 
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risen up within Him. Christ could be tempted only 
from without ; not from within.^ Coming as He did, not 
in this sinful flesh of ours, to which evil is native, and 
in which it inevitably rises up, but coming, as the apostle 
expressly tells us, ^in the likeness of sinful flesh' (Rom. 
viii. 3), where the ^likeness' is plainly introduced to 
qualify the * sinful,' for with the flesh itself He had not 
likeness, but identity (1 John iv. 2 ; John i. 14), evil could 
in no other way be present to Him.* 

One more proposed explanation will complete the list. 
All the foregoing ones, if they are not really reconcil-* 
able with the sacred narrative, are yet presented by their 
advocates as being so. They have none of them avowedly 
cast oflf allegiance to the Word of God, as that within the 
limits of which they must move, and by which they must 
submit to be tried. But there are who withdraw from 
this narrative all real historic foundation whatever, who 
see only a my thus here ; that is, who see in this victorious 
encounter of the Prince of Light with the prince of dark- 
ness a portion of that fabulous halo of glory with which 
the infant Church encircled the head of its Founder ; not 
thereby meaning to deceive ; but unconsciously giving an 
outward shape and subsistance to the hopes, yearnings, 
expectations, and desires, which filled its heart as to what 

' There is an ensay by Gelbricht (I have never seen it), An male de animo 
Juu sentiendum sit si 6 ireipd^uv h r^ kp^/Kfi ChrUtus ip»e^ i. e. mentu ipsivs 
eogitatafuerint t Alteb. 1 8 1 f. How the writer answers the question which 
he thus puts I do not know. How he ought to have answered it, there can 
be no doubt. UUmann (S&ndlotigkeit Jesit, 5th edit., p. 1 1 6 sqq.) answers it 
in the negative, does his best to show that the absolute sinlessness of the 
Saviour is not brought into question by the admitting of such an explana- 
tion of the Temptation, but in this fails altogether. 

' Augustine {Serm, dxzxiii. 8) Misit Deus FUium suum non in simili- 
tudinem carnis, quasi caro non esset caro,«ed in similitudinem oarnia peccati, 
quia caro erat, sed peccati caro non erat. 
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the Messiah ought to be, and therefore what He must have 
actually been. Strauss^ ingeniously gathers up the Old 
Testament preparations for the growth of such a mythus 
as this, the rudiments of it which we may trace there ; as 
that Moses and Elijah had both fasted their forty days ; 
that Israel, the collective son of God, as Christ was the 
personal Son, had been tempted forty years in the wilder* 
ness, with much more of the same kind.' This must stand 
or fell with the whole mythical scheme of the Gospel ; 
and it would be lost labour to undertake its refutation 
here. Only I will observe that the nearest real parallel 
to our Lord's Temptation which the Old Testament 
actually offers, he has not referred to. It is furnished 
by the history of Solomon (i Kin. iii. 5-15). The resem- 
blance, indeed, is only a remote one ; yet assuredly it was 
a temptation, when tlie Lord, appearing to the youthful 
king, and offering to him what he would, gave him the 
opportunity of choosing riches or long life in place of the 
heavenly wisdom, if so he had been inclined. At the 
same time in his case, as one comparatively weak in all 
the actings of the spiritual life, the temptation came from 
God and not from Satan, and did not therefore concen- 
trate in itself the whole power of temptation. 

The mythic parallel which meets us in heathendom, 
although wanting an historic basis, and thus only painted 
as upon a cloud, is much nearer — that, I mean, of 
Hercules, when at the beginning of his course he beheld 
before him the two ways, of pleasure, and of toil, and 
was severally solicited to walk in the one and in the other. 
And the parallel will be felt to be closer, if only we will 

^ Leben Jeiu, 1837, vol. i. p. 471 sqq. 

■ Compare GfrOrer, Da$ Jahrhundert dei HeiU^ voL ii. p. 379-387. 
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keep in mind that heroic oharacter of his life and work, 
which many of the later legends about him have done 
so much to obscure, substituting mere strength and 
animal good-nature in its room. It was not thus that he 
was conceived at the first ; but rather as the man who in 
a noble devotedness to his fellows girded himself up to 
undergo all labours and to affront all dangers for their 
sakes. Buttmann in his interesting essay upon Herakles^ 
seeks to prove that this ^ Temptation of Hercules ' is not a 
later addition to the legend, which we owe to the sophist 
Prodicus, but lay in the heart, and belonged to the original 
stuff, of the my thus. And since it is certain that any man 
who ha3 ever wrought, or who is conceived as having 
wrought, anything deserving of memory for his fellow- 
men, could only have effected this by such a noble post- 
ponement of pleasure to duty, and that this postponement, 
which acted itself perfectly out in the Son of God, must, 
though in weaker forms, act itself out anew in every 
champion of the truth, and can scarcely help coming to a 
head at some turning point of his life, there is nothing 
improbable in this supposition. 

' In the Mytholoffus^ vol. L p. 246 ; compare Panlf, R$alrEneyclopiidi9^ 
ToLiii. p. ii8o» 
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2. THE CALLING OF PHILIP AND 
NATHANAEL. 

John L 43-5 1. 

Wb are told of Saul, that when ^he saw any strong 
man, he took him unto him' (1 Sam. xiv. 22); and as 
we read the catalogue of David's worthies (2 Sam. xxiii. 
8-39), we may well believe that he in no other manner 
filled the ranks of his host. And as these the ancient 
kings, as Saul and as David, so too the Son of David, the 
true King of Israel, wherever He saw any man * fit for 
the kingdom of God,' He claimed him for his own, ^ took 
him unto Him.* This He did not by any exercise of out- 
ward power, but by those secret attractions which draw 
the brave to a braver, the noble to one noblest of all. 
In this first burst of his ministry, his triumphs in this 
kind rapidly succeed one another. ^ The day foUamngy 
following, that is, the day on which He enlisted three of 
the foremost among his future disciples. He makes two 
more his own; these also great ones, even though they 
may not attain to the first three. On this day * He would 
go forth into Galilee ;' the words imply that He was 
about to undertake the journey thither, but had not 
actually begun it ; ^ and findeth Philip.^ The fact that 
Philip, though born a Jew, for he should be one of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb, thus bears a Greek name, 
and he is not the only apostle who does so, is a remark- 
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able illustration of the extent to which Galilee Q Galilee 
of the Gentiles') y had been hellenized, penetrated through 
and through with the customs and language of Greece. 
It is well worthy of note how often this finding recurs in 
this chapter ; Christ finding disciples as here ; disciples 
finding each his friend, as at ver. 41, 45 ; and reporting 
how they have at once been found by, and have them- 
selves found, the Messiah (ibid.). It is the chapter of 
the Eurekas. 

Thus finding Philip, He ^saith unto kimj FoUow Me^ 
This \ Follow Me' might seem at first sight no more than 
an invitation to accompany Him on that journey from 
the banks of Jordan to Galilee, on which He was just 
setting forward. It meant this (thus compare Matt. ix. 9; 
Luke V. 27) ; but at the same time how much more. It 
was an invitation to follow the blessed steps of his most 
holy life (Matt. xvi. 24 ; John viii. 12 ; xii. 26 ; xxi. 19 ; 
Rev. xiv. 4), to be a partaker at once of his cross and his 
crown. How much of this Philip may have understood 
at the moment it is impossible to say ; but whether much 
or little, he is not disobedient to the heavenly calling. 
No doubt he had been more or less prepared for it by 
some accounts which he had obtained from his fellow- 
townsmen Andrew and Peter, of what had passed between 
them and the Lord on the day preceding. As much is 
intimated by the Evangelist in his mention exactly at this 
point of his narrative, that ^Philip was of BetJisaida, the 
citif of Andrew and Peter,' a fact which at once ac- 
counted for the acquaintance into which he had been 
brought with all which had passed between them and the 
Lord. 

But Philip, being himself thus ^ masterfast ' — if it be 

F 2 
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permitted to revive a word which with others of a eiinilar 
terminationy as ^rootfast/ ^shamefast/ * bedfast/ did useful 
service in the language once^--7cannot be content till he 
has introduced his friend into the glorious liberty of the 
same service with himself, until he has done what in him 
lies to make his friend a sharer of his treasure and his 
joy. It could not be otherwise ; for if in one sense this 
treasure of the kingdom of heaven is one, ^ which when 
a man hath found, he hideth' (Matt, xiii 44), in another 
sense it is one which will not let him rest till he has made 
others partakers of the same. ^Philip findeth Nathanael^ 
and saith unto him. We have found Him of whom Moses 
in the Law and the prophets did tcrite^ Jesus of Nazareth^ 
tlte ifOii of Joseph^ There is error and imperfection still 
cleaving to his own knowledge. In all likelihood Naza- 
reth was at this time for him the birthplace of the Lord 
— not an unimportant error, though slight as compared 
to that which ^ son of Joseph ' would have involved, had 
he held fast to it after better teaching, had it belonged to 
any other than the rudimentary period of his faith. 

Strangely enough De Wette and others have argued 
from these words, thus faithfully recording the first im- 
pressions of Philip, his imperfect theology, and the extent 
to which partial error was mingling still with the truth 
which he had learned, not that he at this time, but that 
St John when he composed his Gospel, either knew 
nothing of the birth at Bethlehem and the miraculous 
Conception, or gave no credit to them. The fact is that 

' It appears in Skelton, The Paston Letten^ and elsewhere. 

' The namei which corresponds to oar Theodore (Qift of God), oconrs in 
the Old Testament A Nethaneel is prince of the tribe of Issachar (Nam. 
L 8) ; one too of David's elder brothers bears this name (i Chron. iL 14) ; 
and eight other Ketbaneels are mentioned there. 
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St. John, as a truthful narrator, records not what Philip, 
if at that time he had been better instructed, ought to 
have said, but what in that twilight of his knowledge he 
actually did say ; even as it is not in the least wonderful 
that in one brief interview he had not become acquainted 
with the most secret and mysterious events in the life of 
his future Lord ; events of which even apostles themselves 
only obtained gradual glimpses, as they were able to bear 
them. The partial error which clave to Philip's faith did 
not hinder him from grasping that central truth which 
in good time would detach from itself whatever, not of 
its own nature, was cleaving to it. He is sure that this 
whom they have found is He ^ of whom Moses in the Law' 
(see Gen. iii. 15; xlix. 10; Num. xxiv. 17, 19; Deut. 
xviii. 15-19) ^ and the prophets^ (see 2 Sam. vii. 12-16; 
2 Sam. xxiii. 1-7 ; Isai. vii. 14 ; ix. 6 ; liii. ; Ezek. xxxiv. 
23-31) ^ did write' 

One weak point in Philip's statement, one apparent 
flaw in the credentials of the Messiah whom he announces, 
Nathanael detects at once; for indeed his objection, * Can 
there any good thing come out of Nazareth V contains 
more than a reference to the general low esteem and 
disrepute in which Nazareth was held (Matt. ii. 23), the 
unlikelihood therefore that aught preeminently good 
would come forth from it. The difficulty which he feels, 
and which in consistency with his guileless character he 
at once expresses, is the same as theirs who somewhat 
later objected, ^ Shall Christ come out of Gtililee ? Hath 
not the Scripture said that Christ cometh out of the town 
of Bethlehem, where David was ?' (John vii. 41, 42 ; cf. 
ver. 52) ; the diflference between him and those other 
gainsayers being, that he gladly dismisses his difficulty 
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yearning as he does to believe ; while they gladly cling 
and hold fast to theirs^ exempting them, as it seems to do, 
from the unwelcome necessity of believing. This ^ good 
thingy which Nathanael is persuaded that Nazareth cannot 
yield, must be understood as that one ^ good thing ^' that 
* gift of God' (John iv. lo), in which all other good things 
are included ; and is a distinct reference on the part of 
one not probably unversed in the prophecies which 
went before of Christ, to the clear fore-announcing in 
them that Messiah's going forth in time should not be 
from Galilee, therefore not from Nazareth, but from 
Bethlehem in Judsea (Mic. v. 2). 

Philip's * Come and see,' which is all the reply he makes 
to the objection of his friend, is manifestly an echo of 
Christ's * Come and see ' of the day preceding (ver. 39). 
That immediate personal intercourse which had proved 
so effectual in the case of Andrew and another (Philip, as 
has been noted already, had no doubt heard from his 
fellow-townsmen how they had been won for the truth), 
shall not prove less effectual in the case of Nathanael. It 
was a wise answer then, and is often a wise one now. 
The highest heavenly things are in their nature incapable 
of being uttered in words, and ' Come and seej come and 
make proof of them,' is sometimes the only true reply to 
difficulties about them, an indication of the only effectual 
way by which those difficulties shall be removed. There 
are truths in the heavenly world which, like the sun in 
the natural world, can only be seen by their own light ; 
which in no other way will be seen at all. Philip has a 
confidence which the result abundantly justified, that in 
that holy presence, if only he could bring his friend 
within the range of its influence, all preconceived objee- 
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tions would dissolve and disappear. Perplexities might 
rtill remain, but he would be content to adjourn the 
solution of them to a later day, which indeed is what faith 
is summoned to do evermore. 

He who ^ knoweth the proud afar off, his eyes are also 
on the faithful of the land that they may dwell with Him* 
(Ps. ci. 6) ; and in Nathanael He recognizes at once one 
of these. Him therefore He prevents with that word of 
highest praise, saying, not io him, but yet of him, and 
intending that he should hear, ^ Behold an Israelite indeed^ 
in whom is no guile' ^ An Israelite indeed^' Nathanael 
pertained not only to that Israel after the flesh of which 
St. Paul speaks (1 Cor. x. 18), but to the ^ Israel of God ' 
(Gal. vi. 16), which the apostle is so careful to distinguish 
from it ; a Jew not outwardly, but inwardly (Rom. ii. 28, 29 ; 
ix. 6; Phil. iii. 3); in whom this name of highest honour 
was not merely a name, or worse than this, a contradic- 
tion of all which he truly was (Rev. iii. 9) ; but who ful- 
filled in his innermost life all whereof that name was the 
promise and the pledge. ^Israelite' was the title which 
on many accounts the Jew was best pleased to bear. 
There were others who were Abraham's seed as well as 
he ; the Ishmaelite and the Edomite ; but ^ Israelite ' was a 
title exclusively his own. And then too it was the theo- 
cratic title (Acts ii. 22 ; iii. 12 ; v. 34 ; xiii. 16 ; Rom. ix. 4 ; 
xi. 1 j 2 Cor. xi. 22) ; a record of the glorious achievements 
of their forefather Jacob ; a name which he had won from 
God Himself, when by faith and prayer he had prevailed 
even with Him (Gen. xxxii. 28). He who knew what 
was in man declares of Nathanael that he is a true 
descendant of this Israel ; not of Jacob merely ; for in 
Jacob, the supplanter, there was guile : it was indeed the 
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most marked fault and failing of his character (Gen. xxvii.; 
XXX. 37-43; xxxi. 20), until that character had been 
ennobled and elevated by a divine discipline, till he had 
struggled out of Jacob into Israel (Gen. xxxii. 24-32 ; 
Hos. xii. 4). 

At the same time this absence of guile which Christ 
imputes to Nathanael must not be pressed too far. This 
guileless nature is as the kindly soil in which all excellent 
graces will flourish (Luke iii. 21 ; viii. 15; x. 6) ; but does 
not do away with the necessity of the divine seed, out of 
which alone they can spring. He who is ^ toithaut guUe ' 
is not therefore without sin ; this, at least, could only be 
asserted of One (1 Pet. ii. 2); but rather he is one who 
seeks no cloke for his sin ; does not excuse, palliate, hide, 
diminish, or deny it. Being a sinner, he confesses it, and 
thus finds pardon for the sin which he confesses. So 
David had declared long ago (Ps. xxxii. 1, 2) ; to whose 
words Christ is probably here distinctly referring.^ 

Some have enquired. How did the Lord know of Na- 
thanael that he was this true Israelite which He here 
avouches him to be ? Was it from any previous familiar- 
ity ? It may have been so in part. He who knew what 
instruments He would need for the work which He was 
meditating, may before this have seen in Nathanael, or 
heard about him, what gave Him assurance that there were 
fitnesses in him for a future disciple, perhaps for a future 



* Aagastine (in loo.) has exoellent obseryations : Quid est, in qno dolus 
non est? Forte non habebat pecoatnm? forte non erat sdger? forte ill! 
medicns non erat necessarins ? Absit. Nemo hie sio natus est at illo medico 
non egeret. ... Si dolns in isto nun erat, sanabilem illam medicos jadicavii, 
non sanum ; . . . yidet istnm sanabilem qnia dolns in isto non erat. Quo- 
modo dolns in illo non erat ? Si peccator est, fatetnr se peccatorem esse. 
81 enim peccator est, et Jnstnm se dicit, dolns est in ore ipsins. 
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apostle, even for one of the twelve foundation stones of 
the Heavenly Jerusalem. Yet there is not the slightest 
necessity for assuming such a previous acquaintance. 
Christ read, as often as He needed to read, not merely 
the present thoughts, but also so much as He desired of 
the past histories, of those who came in contact with Him ; 
and this He did not merely by that natural divination, that 
art of looking through countenances into souls, interpreting 
the inner life from the outward bearing, which all men in 
a greater or less degree possess, and He doubtless in the 
largest measure of all (Isai. xL 3); but ^ in his spirit' (Mark 
ii. 8), by the exercise of that divine power, which was 
always in Him, though not always active in Him. It was 
thus, for example, that He read the life-story of that 
Samaritan woman (John iv. 17, 18 ; cf. v. 14) ; where it 
is impossible to presume a previous acquaintance ; it was 
thus far most probably in the instance before us. 

This simplicity or absence of folds, this guilelessness or 
absence of deceit, which the Lord imputes to Nathanael, 
reveals itself in his reply, ' Whence Jcnowest Thou mef 
There is no affectation here of declining the praise ; no 
seeming to consider it as a compliment which he does not 
rightly deserve ; but only a question of admiration how the 
Lord should have known him so exactly, and declared 
him so truly. And then in proof that this was no happy 
guess, no random arrow which, shot at a venture, had yet 
hit the mark, the Lord refers him to some circumstance 
which we do not exactly know, but which Nathanael 
entirely understood : ' Before that Philip called thee, when 
thou wast under the figtree^ I saw thee' The mere sitting 
of an Israelite under his figtree was of itself too common 
an occurrence (i Ban. iv. 25; Mic. iv. 4; Zech. iii. 10) 
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to yield such a sign. It is plain that our Lord must here 
refer to some passage, outward or inward, in Nathanael's 
life, most probably inward and spiritual, some earnest 
prayer, some great mental struggle, the overcoming, it 
may be, of some strong temptation, which under that fig- 
tree had lately found place; immediately, as it would 
seem, before Philip had found him, and invited him to 
Jesus ; for that call too the Lord declares to be known to 
Him ; known therefore as well, though not imputed, the 
slighting words with which Nathanael at first received 
the invitation. Now however he makes altogether good 
that hasty speech which he uttered then. This word of 
Christ is enough ; he feels as the Psalmist, ^ Lord, 
Thou hast searched me and known me ; Thou compassest 
my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all 
my ways' (Ps. cxxxix. i, 3); feels that He before whom he 
stands is a searcher of hearts ; and at once that full and 
free confession of faith, which only the confessions of Peter 
(Matt. xvi. 16), of Martha (John xi. 27), and of Thomas 
(John XX. 28), all those too at much later periods of Christ's 
ministry, matched or surpassed, ^ Rahhi^ Thou art the Son 
of God^ Thou art the King of Israel^ breaks forth from his 
lips. 

A word or two upon each of these ascriptions, being as 
they are, the first an acknowledgment of the dignity of 
Christ's person, the second of the greatness of his oflSce.* 
And first, ^ Thou art the Son of God' We do not here 
suppose for an instant that Nathanael, giving this title to 
the Lord, intended by it all which the Nicene Fathers 
intended, and which we intend, by the same; and yet 

^ Bengel : Confesdo de peraonA et officio ChristL 
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nothing less was wrapped up in that title, to be unfolded 
from it in due time. And it meant much, even on Natha* 
nael's lips, and was no mere language of honour uttered 
at random. How much it meant we may clearly perceive 
from the active opposition, the earnest hostility, which this 
title awoke on the part of the Scribes and Pharisees, as 
often as the Lord implicitly or explicitly claimed it as his 
own (John v. 18; x. 30-39). But however these may 
have denied the superhuman character of Messiah, there 
were enough glimpses of this in the Old Testament to 
explain how as many as had searched more deeply into it, 
or whose vision was less- obscured and distorted by pre- 
conceived prejudices, should have recognized in Him one 
who was partaker of the divine nature, and therefore ' the 
Son of God' It is sufficient to refer to Ps. ii. 7, 12; 
Isai. ix. 6. We are then justified in ascribing nothing 
short of such a recognition to Nathanael. 

And the words which follow, * Thou art the King of 
Israel^' words in which the * Israelite ' accepts, owns, and 
does homage to Israel's king, avouches himself a subject 
of his,^ amount very nearly to the same thing. He who 
said in that second Psalm, * Kiss the Son lest He be angry ' 
(ver. 12), said also of the same, * Yet have I set mt/ King 
upon my holy hill of Zion' (ver. 6; cf. Zeph. iii. 15; Isai. 
ix. 7 ; Jer. xxiii. 5, 6). In all these passages the identity 
of Israel's King and Israel's God is plainly involved ; and 
the same looks plainly out from many other prophecies 
concerning the Messiah, as eminently from the 72nd Psalm. 



* Lampe: Et qnia testimonium qaod Jesns ei taoquam vero Israelite 
ezhibnerat, oon8cienti& l>on& fretus admiserat, hino sigillatim saara Domen 
inter sabclitos hujns regni profitetur, ao Jesa tanqnam suo legitime Begi in 
obseqaium se addidt 
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But to him that hath shall be given. He who hears 
and believes shall one day walk not by faith, but by sight. 
Thus shall it fare with Nathanael. ^ Jeaua answered and 
said unto him^ Because I said vmio ihee^ I saw thee under 
tlie figtree^ hdievest thou ? Thou shaU see greater things 
tham, these. And He saith unto him^ YerH/y^ verily ^ I say 
wnto youj Hereafter shdU ye see heaven open^ and the angels 
of God ascending and descendinjg upon the Son of man^^ 
This ' Verily y verily ^ this double amen, which here occurs 
for the first time, is peculiar to St. John ; he only records 
our Lord's use of it, but he on very many occasions. It 
comes most fitly from the lips of Him, who is Himself the 

' TbiB is the first occasion in the recorded Evangelical history upon which 
our Lord used and applied to Himself the name of * Son of man.' BengePs 
note on this phrase is a wonderfal specimen of the close packing of matter 
the most interesting and the most important in his Oncmon. There are 
matiirials in this note which it would not be very difficult to expand into a 
volume. I quote a part: Frequens apud Evangelistas et diligentissime 
observanda est base nomendatura, qu& nemo nisi solus Ohristns, a nemine 
dum Ipse in terris ambularet nisi a semetipso, appellitatus est Filim hcminis, 
Primum Job. i. 52, ut primum reperti ftiere qui Enm Messiam et Filium 
Dei Qhid. ver. 50) agnoscerent; et deinceps snpissime, ante prs^dictionem 
passionis et post. Nam ab lis qui fidem in Ipsum suscipiebant, dictus est 
Filiu$ David, Recte suspicati sunt JudsBi, e& designari Messiam (Job. 
xii. 34). Nam nt Adamns primus cum tot4 progenie dicitur ffome, sio 
Adamus secundus (i Cor. xv. 45) dicitur Filius horainis ; non oil notione 
qu& fllii Ii4nniniSy id est tenues, opponuntur fiUis viri, id est potentibus 
(Ps. zliz. 3), qu4ve homines communiter diountnr filii hominum (Marc. 
iiL 28; Epbes. iii. 5; Ezek. ii. i, et passim), sed cum articulo 6 vide tov 
Mp6irov, Videtur articu]us respicere prophetiam, Dan. vii. 13. Unns hie 
nempe homo est, qaem Adamus, post lapsum, ez promissione expectavit pro 
tot4 su4 progenie ; ^ deirrepoc, secundus (i Oor. xv. 47), quern omnis propbetia 
Veteris Testaraenti indigitavit, qui totius generis buraani jura et primogeni- 
turam sustinet (Luc. iii. 23, 38) et cui nni, quod humani nominis nos non 
poBuiteat (Ps. xllx. 21), debemus (Rom. v. 15). Porro b&c appellatione 
Christus, inter homines arobulans, et expressit et pro <Bconomi& illius 
temporis ocoultavit (cf. Matt xxii. 45) inter homines, et Satanara celavit, 
ge esse rdv Xlov, FiUum absolute dictum, id est Filium Dei, promissum 
datumque homini (Gen. iii. 15; Isai. ix. 6), ortumque ex homine (Heb. 
iL 1 1), perinde uti uno exaltationi$ vooabolo et cracem et glonficationem 
0uam insignivit (Job. ziL 32). 
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Amen (Rev. iii. 14), the God of truth (Isai. Ixv. 16), in 
whom all the promises of God are Tea and in whom 
Amen (2 Cor. i. 19 ; cf. Num. v. 22 ; Neh. viii. 6). How 
different too the majestic, ^I my unto you^ of Christ from 
that, * Thw saith the Lord,' of all the prophets preceding — 
they bearers of the word of another, He the utterer of his 
own. In the promise itself with which the Lord rewards the 
commencing faith of Nathanael (cf. Ezek. i. i ; Matt iii. 6 ; 
Acts vii. ^^ ; x. 11) we are at once, as by almost all ex- 
positors ancient and modem is admitted, thrown back 
upon that wondrous ladder which Jacob saw, reaching 
from earth to heaven, with the Lord at the summit, and 
angels of God ascending and descending upon it (Gen. 
^LXviiL 12).^ What Israel saw, the true ^Israelite' shall 
behold the same ;* yea what one saw but in dream, the 
other shall behold in waking reality; and more and 
better even than this ; for then God was a God afar off; 
the Lord stood above the ladder and spake from heaven ; 



^ Witsias indeed (Melet Leid. p. 296) suggests that the reference here 
may after all not be to this passage, as we all take for granted, bat to 
another : Non diffiteor interim fieri potaisse nt et alio respezerit Dominas. 
Magnam affinitatem cam hoc dicto habet Dan. yii. 13, 14, ubi Messias 
Tocatar Filius hominisy et reprsBsentatar at Filius Dei^ veniens in nabibos 
cceli ad Antiqaara Dieram, additarqae datum ei esse dominatum et regnum. 
Qanm itaqae professus esset Nathana&l Jesom esse Filium Dei et Regem 
Israelis, atromqae admittit Jesns, protestatarqae se revera esse filiara 
hominis, de qao prophetaverit Daniel, qaod manifestnm fataram ipse prsa- 
nanciat ex insigni illo ministerio sibi ab angelis ezhibendo. Nam sicnt ad 
m^jestatis divinte gloriam facit qaod thronns Antiqai Diernm myriadibas 
angeloram cinctas sit, ita et argamentam csBlestis regni in filio hominis est, 
qaod iidem angeli ad ipsias natam qaaqnaversam volent, adsoendentes et 
desoendentes pront jasserit. This is certainly ingenioas; bat does not 
shake one's conviction that the other and generally received allusion is the 
true one. 

* Angostine {Serm, czxii. 5) Quasi diceret, Onjus nomine te appellavi^ 
ipsius somnium in te apparebit Of. Con, Faust, zii. 26. Grotius : Quod 
ibi in somnio vidit Isra&l idem vigilans visurus dicitur verus Isra^lita. 
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but now standing at its foot^ He speaks as the Son of man 
from earth, for now the Word has been made flesh ; and 
the tabernacle of God is with men (Rev. xxi. 3). 

At the same time there is that in this promise of Christ 
which has at all times perplexed interpreters not a little. 
This is plain from the omission of 'hereafter,' or 'from 
henceforthy^ in many Greek copies ; the absence of which, 
however, while it might lighten, would not remove the 
difficulty ; as again from various gratuitous suppositions, 
as of some special, though unrecorded, vision of angels 
Touchsafed to Philip and NathanaeL It appears not less 
in the fact that several expositors, Augustine for instance 
uniformly,' explain away these * angeh ' into messengers of 
the New Covenant, apostles and others, who should find 
in Christ the middle point of all their spiritual activity — 
going forth from Him, and returning to Him (Luke x. i, 17) . 
These all can only be regarded at the best as devices 
for escaping such difficulties as this passage may offer, not 
as methods of solving them. Equally unprofitable, and 
leading as little to a true solution, are all those enquiries 
as to whether this word of Christ's might not have 
been fulfilled at the Baptism, when we are told that the 
heavens were divided (Mark 1. 10 ; cf. Ezek. i. i), or at the 
Temptation, when angels ministered to Him (Matt. iv. 11), 
or at the time of the Agony, when an angel strengthened 
Him (Luke xx. 43), or at some other moment when we 
may presume angels in especially near communion with the 
Lord. He who thus asks when this promise was fulfilled, 
declares by the fact of making such an enquiry that he 



* 'Att* hpTi^ which some suppose to have found its way here from Matt. 
zzvL 64. 

* Con. FautU ziL ^6; Ena/rr. in F$, xliv. 8 ; In Fv, Joh. Traet, 7. 
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has failed to enter into the meaning of the promise. We 
can select no single moment as that in which it found its 
fulfilment, because it was being fulfilled evermore. 

Assuredly the Lord would indicate by these wondrous 
words that He should henceforward be the middle point 
of a free intercourse, yea, of an uninterrupted communion, 
between God and men; that in Him should be the 
meeting place of heaven and of earth (Ephes. i. 10; 
Col. i. 19); which should be no longer two, as sin had 
made them, separated and estranged from one another, 
but one, now that righteousness had looked down from 
heaven, and truth had flourished out of the earth.* And 
this the glory of Christ they, his disciples, should behold, 
and should understand that they too, children of men, 
were by Him, the Son of man, made citizens of a kingdom 
which, not excluding earth, embraced also heaven. From 
earth there should go up evermore supplications, aspira- 
tions, prayers, — ^and these by the ministration of angels 
(Rev. viii. 3, 4), if some still want a certain literal fulfil- 
ment ; — ^from heaven there should evermore come down 

graces, blessings, gifts, aid to the faithful and punishment 

• 

* Oalvin on this point says well : Maltnm antera errant meo judido qni 
anzie qnaaraut tempus et locnm, ubi et qnando Nathanadl et reliqni coalnm 
apertnm viderint. Potins enim qniddam oontinaum designat, quod semper 
eztare debebat in ejus regno. Fateor qnidem aliqaoties discipolia visos 
faisse angelos, qni hodie nun apparent; . . . sed si probe repateinus quod 
tunc factum est, perpetuo viget. Nam quum prius clausum esset regnnm Dei, 
yere in Christo apertum fnit. Ohemnitz (Harm, Evang. 0. 25): Docet 
igitur Oiristns, ofBcinin suum esse o»lum aperire, et csolestia rursus con- 
juugere cum genere humano, quod per peccatum et a Deo et a Sanctis 
angelis avulsam fuerat It is verj noticeable that the onlj occasion on 
which that phrase of depth and meaning inexhaustible, namely, ^ the king- 
dom of God ' (paatlela rov de6v\ occurs either in the Old Testament or the 
Apocrypha, it is with a manifest dlusion to Jacobus dream, in which dream, 
Touchsafed to the patriarch, it is said, * Wisdom shewed him the kingdom rf 
6f«J»(Wisd.x. 10). 
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for them that would hurt them (Rev. viii. 5; Acts xii. 7, 23). 
Heaven and earth should henceforward be in continual 
interchange of these blessed angels^ 

'And earth be changed to heaven, and heaven to earth; 
One kingdom, J07 and union without end : ' 

the Son of man, Jesus of Nazareth, being the central 
point in which these two kingdoms met,^ the golden clasp 
which bound them indissolubly together.' And so it is 
only according to the right order that these angels should 
be described as first ascending ^ and only then descending ; 
when we might rather have anticipated that they would 
have descended first, and ascended afterwards. The 
order of priority here can only be rightly understood, 
when we lift ourselves above all notions of space or room 
or of a local heaven. The angels needed not to come 
down on the Son of man, before they went up from Him ; 
but where He was, there, were they. The person of the 
Son of man was, so to speak, the point of starting for 
them ; and because the Lord here contemplates Himself 
not as in heaven but on earth, they therefore ascend first, 
and only afterwards descend.* 

^ Oalvin: Ideo snper ipsnm ascendere et descendere dicontor: non qnod 
iUi soli ministrent, sed qnod ejus respectu atqne in ejus honorem complect* 
antnr 8u& cur4 totum Ecclesiso corpus. 

* The heathen parallel to this of Jacob's ladder, thus binding heaven and 
earth together, — that which is, as it were, a feeling after this glorious union 
which Christ here at once proclaims and constitutes, — is the golden chain bj 
which poets feigned that this earth of ours was linked to the throne of 
Zens. 

* Plato in a beautiful passage {8ymp. ^3) describes the middle powers 
which maintain the commerce between heaven and earth, gods and men, 
in language that forcibly reminds us of this of our Lord. I will quote his 
words, for though sufficiently familiar, I have never seen them brought into 
relation with the Scripture before us: mu yap irav rd datfiAwov ftera^ ion 
deov re mi Ovrirdif^ ip/itpfevov KtU 6tairop6/i€vov Beci^ rd nap* Mp^fruv^ icdl h^ 
Bp^motc rd napd. Beuv, tuv ftkv rdc dtffoeti; koX dvaCac, rwv di roc kirtrd^etf n 
Kol &fioip^ Tuv $vaunf • h fUa^ 6k hf hp/^ipuv av/iw^iipol, &OTt rd irav oM 
mnu awMiaOok 
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A few words in conclusion on the question whether 
this Nathanael of St. John is one and the same with the 
Bartholomew of the synoptic Gospels. The identifying 
of the two, which, when once suggested, carries so much 
probability with it, and which in modern times has found 
favour with so many, was quite unknown to the early 
Church. Indeed Augustine more than once enters at 
large into the question, why Nathanael, to whom his Lord 
bore such honourable testimony, whom He welcomed so 
gladly, was not elected into the number of the Twelve. 
The reason he gives is curious. He sees evidence in 
NathanaeFs question, ^ Can there any good thing come out 
of Nazareth ? ' that this disciple was a Rabbi, learned in 
the wisdom of the Jewish schools (that he should be 
numbered among fishermen, John xxi. 2, makes this 
unlikely, yet not impossible) ; but such the Lord would 
in no case choose to lay the foundations of his Church 
(cf. 1 Cor. i. 26); lest that Church might even seem to stand 
in the wisdom of man rather than in the power of God.^ 
The arguments for the identity of the two, which identity 
was first suggested, I believe, by Rupert of Deutz in 
the twelfth century, are very strong. They are mainly 
these ; that NathanaeFs vocation here is coordinated with 
that of apostles, as of equal significance ; that on a later 
occasion we meet him in the midst of apostles, some 
named before him, some after (chap. xxi. 1, 2) ; that the 
three earlier Evangelists never mention Nathanael, the 
fourth never Bartholomew ; that Philip and Bartholomew 

• Bnarr. in Ps. Ixv. *; In Bo. Joh, tract, vil. § 17. Of. Qregorj the 
Great {Moral xxxiii. i6) : Prffidicatores infirmos abjectosqae habere stadait 
Dominns; unde in Evangelio Nathana^lem laadat, nee tamen in sorte 
preddioantinm nnmerat ; quia ad prcedicandum earn tales venire debaerant, 
qai de laade propria nihil habebant 

G 
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in the catalogue of the apostles are grouped together, as 
a pair of friends, but with Philip first, even as he is here 
the first in Christ (Matt. x. 30 ; Mark iii. 18) ; that the cus« 
torn of double names seems to have been almost universal 
at that time in Judaea, so that all or well nigh all the 
apostles bore more than one ; to all which may be added 
that Bartholomew is no proper name, signifying only son 
of Tolmai. All these arguments in favour of the identity, 
with nothing against it, bring it very nearly to a certainty, 
that he to whom the promise of the vision of an opened 
heaven, with angels ascending and descending on the Son 
of man, was vouchsafed, was no other than Bartholomew 
the apostle. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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John iv. I — 4a. 

It is very characteristic of the Eastern colouring of Scrip- 
ture, that so many of its most interesting events should 
find place in the neighbourhood of wells, and in one way 
or other stand in some direct connexion with them. By a 
well of water the loveliest idyllic scene in Genesis, rich as 
it is in such, I mean the first meeting of Abraham's servant 
with the future wife of Isaac, is laid (Gen. xxiv. 11-28) ; 
there Jacob's first greeting of Rachel (Gen. xxix. i-io) ; 
with a well too is closely linked an important passage iii 
the life of Moses (Exod. ii. 17). But deeper, more 
attractive, laying a mightier hold on the Church in all 
aftertimes than any or all of these, is the discourse which 
found place by Jacob's well, of which we have a record 
in the fourth chapter of St. John. 

The Evangelist explains to us first what the circum- 
stances were which brought it about : * When therefore the 
Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made 
cmd baptized more dieciplee than John^ . . . He left Judoea 
(md depa/rted again into OalUee' This quitting of Judsea 
and retiring to thfe safer Galilee as here recorded, I identify 
with Matt. iv. i2, Mark i. 14, Luke iv. 14, in the synoptic 
Gospels. As Christ had taught his disciples that there 

were occasions when they might withdraw from the malice 

a2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 CHRIST AND THE SAMARITAN WOMAN. 

of their foes (Matt. x. 23), so He was Himself withdrawing 
here. That malice^ as He knew, would be roused to the 
uttermost by the manifest successes of his ministry, by 
the multitude of disciples whom He had baptized — ^more 
even than the Baptist himself (iii. 26-30) ; although the 
mere ministerial act of baptism, as the Evangelist is careful 
to note, He accomplished by other hands than his own ; 
^ though JesiLS Himself baptized not, but his disciples ' 
(cf. Acts X. 48 ; I Cor. i. 14-16), He reserving the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost for Himself. He had left Judaea, the 
head-quarters of all the bitterest opposition to Himself 
and to his work ; and as, in retiring to Galilee, He did not 
choose to take the circuit of Persea, which was the manner 
with some of the stricter sort of Jews, who would come 
into no contact whatever with the heretical Samaritans, ^ffe 
mtcet needs go through SamoHaJ ^ St. John is thus careful 
to note that this was no mission to the Samaritans which 
the Lord undertook. On the contrary, the law which He 
imposed on his disciples, *and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not ' (Matt. x. 5), this, during the days 
of his flesh, He imposed also on Himself. He was not sent 
^ but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel ' (Matt, x v. 24 ; 
Acts xiii. 46) ; and if any grace reached Samaritan or 
heathen, it was, so to speak, but by accident, a crumb 
falling from the children's table. 

* Then cometh He to a city of Samaria, which is called 
8ycha/r^ The unusual form in which the name of this 
city here appears, must not hinder us from recognizing in 
it the Sichem where Abraham built an altar (Gen. xii. 6); 
under the oak in whose neighbourhood Jacob buried the 
idols of his household (Gen. xxxv. 4) ; the city which 

^ See Joeephm, Vita, % $^. 
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Simeon and Levi so cruelly and treacherously wasted, 
forfeiting /their birthright thereby (Gen. xxxiv. ; xlix. 
5-7); notfar from which Joseph was sold (Gen. xxxvii. 12); 
the last resting place of his bones (Josh. xxiv. 32) ; a city 
thus of ahcient fame in Scripture, as of great political 
importance at some periods of Jewish history ; so much 
so that in all likelihood, had the tribe of Ephraim 
attained to the leadership of the nation instead of Judah, 
had this tribe not forfeited and let go the preeminence 
which it possessed for a time (Ps. Ixxviii. 67), Shechem 
instead of Jerusalem would have been the metropolis of 
the kingdom. It was in Joshua's time the centre to which \ 
the tribes were gathered (Josh. xxiv. 1) ; the seat of the \ 
abortive kingdom of Abimelech (Judg. ix.) ; a city twice / 
mentioned by the Psalmist (Ps. Ix. 6 ; cviii. 6) for no other 
reason than its dignity and strength ; the place whither 
the ten tribes were gathered on that fatal day when the 
great schism of the nation actually began, and for a while , 
the chief city of the revolted ten (1 Kin. xii. 1, 25), that 
is until the capital was transferred first by Jeroboam to 
Tirzah, and finally by Omri to Samaria (1 Kin. xvi. 14). ":// 
With the building by the Samaritans of the temple on 
Mount Garizim, of which more presently, Shechem, 
standing immediately at the foot of the mountain on the 
ridge or saddle that joins it to Mount Ebal, became the 
ecclesiastical metropolis of the Samaritans, the middle 
point of their worship, and continues such to this day for 
the feeble remnant of them which survives.^ 

* It is now known as Nabnlus, a corruption of Neapolis, which name was 
giyen to the city by the Herodians, who in the Roman times adorned and in 
part robnilt it. On all which concerns Nabulns, Garizim, the Samaritans 
of the past and of the present, see Robinson^s Re9earche$ in Paleitine^ vol. iii. 
pp. 92-139. There is mnoh too of original information in the article 
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But iS^Syehar^ be thus identified with Sichem, or Sjchem 
(Acts vii. i6)y and only a few, as Ewald for example, 
refuse to identify them, how are we to account for the 
form which the word has here assumed ? We must for 
this keep in mind the enigmatic character of St. John's 
Gospel, the mystical significance which he loves to trace 
in names, either to find or to suggest (see ix. 7 ; xi. 16). 
His Gospel, apparently less, is indeed far more, thoroughly 
steeped in the Old Testament, connected with it by finer 
and subtler links, than any one of the other three. A 
change in the form of the word, if only it were significant, 
would be quite in the spirit of the Old Testament, and in 
agreement with the importance which names everywhere 
there assume; being continually modified, now for the 
better, as Abram into Abraham (Gen. xvii. 5), Sarai into 
Sarah (Gen. xvii. I5),0shea into Jehoshuah (Num. xiii. 16); 
now for the worse, thus Bethel into Bethaven (Hos. 
X.5), Achan, because he troubled Israel (Josh. vii. 25), 
reappearing as Achar (1 Chron. ii. 7) ; or it may be that 
a new name is superadded to the old (Gen. xxxii. 28 ; 
XXXV. 10 ; Judg. vL 32), sometimes puts the old quite out 
of use ; this new also being sometimes for honour, or 
more rarely for dishonour. 

How deeply seated in our nature this tendency to the 
changing or modifying of names is, the curious ways in 
which it is evermore at work^ springing as it does out of 
a sense that the name connotes, or if it does not connote, 
should be made to connote, the thing which is named, 
there need no examples to prove.^ Nor has the kingdom 

SamariOy in Herzog^s Bncyclopddie^ vol. xiii. pp. 359-391 ; and also in 
Heidenheim's Deut$ehe VUrUljahr$ehr\ft, No. i. pp. x-43 ; 78-128, who, 
p. 24, gives farther notices of the literatore on the sabjeot. 
* YarioQs illoatrations of thb tendency to bring the name and the thing 
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of grace refused to avail itself of this instinct, as the many 
instances just cited in proof abundantly testify. St John 
by this turn of the word, which has brought it into closest 
connexion with the Hebrew for a lie, declares at what 
rate he esteemed the whole Samaritan worship, declares 
by anticipation at what rate it was esteemed by his Lord 
(see ver. 22). If religion be anything higher than the 
expression of man's spiritual needs and desires, if it rest 
not on what man has thought and felt about God, but on 
that which God has revealed about Himself, and only has 
worth as it is the true revelation by God of Himself to his 
creatures, then that whole worship was a hollow thing, a 
husk with no kernel within; and, professing as it did to 
be much more than this, was a lie. If it sound severe on 
the part of the beloved apostle to say thus, and if eonie 
urge, as against this explanation of * Sychar ' put here for 
Sichem, that he never could have said it, one can only 
reply that the truth w severe, that in very faithfulness 
it must declare darkness to be dark, and bitterness to be 
bitter ; cannot affirm that the one is light, or the otiier 
sweet; or, when men have left God's truth, and ^^re 
worshipping instead of this some invention of their own, 
that their worship is any other than a lie. 

This city was * nea/r to thepa/rcel of ground that Jacob 
gave to his son Joseph' (Gen. xxxiii. 19 ; xlviii. 22 ; Josh, 
xxiv. 32). ^ Nov) JacdUs well ^ was there.' Of Jacob's 

into a real relation with one another I have given in The Study qf Wordt^ 
iftth edit. pp. 24-30. 

* It wonld oertainlj have heen preferable to render vrryi here bj ' foun- 
tain' or 'spring' than ^toell;^ for we can better understand *a springing 
fountain ' than a * springing well ' (ver. 14). Uiry^ and ^p^ap^ it may be ob- 
served, are used now the one, and now the other, throughout this chapter : 
but there is always sufficient reason to account for the use of one or of the 
other: thus.iri!^ twice in this verse, and at verse 14, ^piap at verses 11, is. 
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well there is no mention in the Old Testament ; though 
we learn there that it was the custom of the patriarchs to 
dig wells (Gen. xxi. 30 ; xxvi. 18). There seems no 
reason whatever to call in question its identity with the 
well which the Samaritans of the neighbourhood designate 
by this name to the present day. The digging of it must 
have been a work of enormous labour. Maundrell, who 
visited it in 1697, gives this account : ^ It is dug in a firm 
rock, and contains about three yards in diameter, and 
thirty five in depth, five of which we found full of 
water.' The rock has since crumbled, or in other ways 
the well has been in part filled in, and a recent measure* 
ment gives a depth of seventy five feet only, the spring at 
the bottom being choked. ^ Jesue therefore j being wearied 
with hie journey J eat thtce^ on the well; and it wa^ about 
the sixth JumrJ The weariness of Christ, so soon to be 
the refreshment of one, should in due time be the refresh- 
ment of all. St. John perhaps may name the exact hour, 
in this way to bring more vividly to our consciousness 
the oppression and burden of the time ; it was ^ the sixth 
hour^ exactly the heat of the middle noon. Yet we must 
not leave out of sight that elsewhere he notes the hour, 

Our Translators, who have rendered both bj ' fMll ' have £u1ed to mark the 
alternation of words; which the Volgate has noted, rendering the first hj 
* fons,' the second bj * patens.' And indeed * all the Old Versions except the 
Anglo-Saxon render the Greek literally, giving a different term for inry^ 
and for ^op* (ItLdan, Note$ on the Go9pel tucording to St. JohtL, p. 49). The 
two Angnstine here discriminates well {In Joh. Btang. TVact. 15) : Omnia 
patens fons, non omnis fons patens. Ubi enim aqaa de terr& manat et nsni 
pnebetar haorientibos, fons dicitar : sed si in promta et saperficie sit, fons 
tantam dicitar ; si antem in alto et profando sit, ita patens vocator at fontis 
nomen non amittat. We have fpedTuv irvyv, Prov. ▼. 15. 

* 0i>r<jf, which may be explained with Chrysostom, ok^mc ml uc irvxt. 
Bengel : Sic^ ati qaaliscamqae loci opportonitas ferebi^ sine pompi, solas, 
nt qui non pr» se ferret expectationem Samaritidis, sed mer» lasntadinia 
caasd qaietem vellet capere. Admiranda popolaritas.vitfls Jesa I 
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where it is difficult to say what of emphasis the story gains 
thereby, as i. 39 ; xix. 14. Perhaps here, as there, it is 
the significance of the event, which makes its every detail 
of interest to himself, and as he judges to his readers. >^ 

* ITiere cometh a woma/n of Samuj/ria to draw water; ' 
a woman,^ not of the city of Samaria, for that was some 
six miles distant, but of the country (so Acts viii. 5), 
still called by the name of that city which had been once 
its capital. To that same well she oftentimes may have 
come already ; day by day, perhaps, during many a weary 
year in the past. And now she came once more, little 
guessing how difierent was to be the issue of this day's 
coming from that of all the days which had gone before.* 
The benefit and blessing which here lay, as it were, in 
ambush for her, was not indeed, as she was fain at the 
first to imagine, that she should never need to come and 
draw water from that well again (ver. 15) ; but, far better 
than this, that in the midst of that and all other the 
weary toil, outward and inward, of this earthly life, she 
should have within herself a fountain of joy, springing up 
unto life eternal, should draw water with joy from un- 
failing wells of salvation. 

She had probably already filled her pitcher, when the 
stranger at the well, whom she may have seen only to 
avoid, for she recognized in him those unmistakeable 
features of Jewish physiognomy with which the Samaritans 
had nothing in common, to her surprise addressed her, 
and to her greater surprise addressed her with a request ; 



' The Roman martyrology knows her name, Photina, the names also of 
her children. 

' Aogattine: Yenit mnlier ad puteam, et fontem quern non speraviti 
inyenit. 
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^Cfive me to drink' (cf. Gen. xxiv. 16, 17). A real thirsty 
witnessing against all docetic notions concerning the 
person of the Lord (cf. John xix. 28 ; Matt. xxi. 18), was 
one motive of his request ; though that which He most 
truly thirsted after was her faith, the salvation of her 
soul;^ for we see hunger and thirst not so much for- 
gotten as disappearing (ver. 31, 32) in the joy of winning 
such a lost soul for the kingdom of his Father. In 
this request of his^ and in the discourse to which it was 
the prelude, there was a threefold testimony against the 
narrow-heartedness of his age and people — against that 
of the Jew who hated the Samaritan, of the Rabbi who 
would have thought scorn to hold this familiar intercoui*se 
with a woman (see ver. 27), of the Pharisee who would 
have shrunk from this near contact with a sinner (Luke 
vii. 39). 

The notice which follows, ^for his disciples were gone 
away into the city to buy meat/ is commonly interpreted, 
as explaining the constraint under which He lay of asking 
this favour of the woman. The disciples were gone, and 
had left Him ' nothing to draw with ' (ver. 11), such as, 
had they been present, would have been at his command. 
But how very unlikely that such should have been part 
of their travelling gear ; or if so, that they should have 
carried it with them into the town. The notice inter- 
posed here has no such superficial meaning. The Lord, 
allowing the disciples all to bave Him, had of intention 
made this solitude for Himself, that He might the easier 
win to repentance and confession of sin the poor sinner 
for whom He had appointed this meeting, though she 

* Angostine : Ble aatem qui Inhere qmerebat, fidem ipritis inDlieris 
qnsrebat 
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knew it not ;^ for while there is none who maj not take 
to himself that beautiful line of the Dies IrcB^ 

QwBreM me sedisti lassos, 

to her of first and best right it belongs. This absence of 
theirs was designed^ was part of his counsel of love in her 
behalf. The freedom from interruption which it afforded 
He now improves to the uttermost ; for, Himself the great 
* Fisher of men ' (cf. Luke v. 10), He is as watchful and 
eager to take a single soul by the angle as a vast multitude 
of souls at once by the casting net or the sean ; giving here 
a lesson to those whom He sends into the world to ^ catch 
men/ which they will do well never to forget. Heng- 
stenberg, indeed, thinks that a^ had not left, that St. John 
was a witness of the interview which he describes ; but^ 
for this there is no shadow of ground. 

He who asks a favour places himself, in the estimate 
of a common mind, though often it is exactly the contrary, 
in a position of inferiority to the person from whom 
the favour is asked, and with whom it lies to grant or 
to withhold it. And thus there was a certain satisfac- 
tion which she could not conceal, a gratifying of her 
national vanity, wounded so often by Jewish taunts, in 
thus having a Jew a petitioner for a favour from her, a 
Samaritan. The humiliation, for such she esteemed it, 
was much greater than if she, a Samaritan, had been a 
suitor for an equal favour from a Jew ; inasmuch as the 
holding aloof and the refusing to be on terms of com- 
munion, either social or ecclesiastical, had been at the 
first, and still was, mainly on the side of the Jews ; who 

* Ck)rn. k Lftpide : Ffustum id est taoit4 Dei providenti&, ut, disoipalis 
omnibus in nrbem dimis^ solaa ipse, liberius oum moUere impodio^ cjoa 
padori oonsolens ageret. 
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denied, rightly as regarded the fact, though wrongly in 
respect of the temper in which they did it, that the 
Samaritans had any claims to be considered as heirs with 
themselves of the promises made to Abraham and his 
seed. It was, as St. John expresses it, for the words are 
not the woman's, but his, the Jews that would * have no 
dealings with the Sa/maritmis^ no familiar intercourse, that 
is, and indeed none of any kind which they could avoid ; 
and only as a consequence necessarily involved in this, 
that the Samaritans had no dealings with the Jews ; and 
so it had been from the beginning (Ezra iv. 1-3). The 
woman therefore, not certainly a daughter of Rebekah in 
this (see Gen. xxiv. 17-20), instead of complying with his 
request, asks, with a feeling that for the present the tables 
are turned, and with the intention that He shall feel this 
also, ^How is it that Thou^ being a JeWy askest drink of 
me^ which a/m a woman of SamaHa ? ' An Israelite she 
would have called herself, for such the Samaritans claimed 
to be, as descending from the tribe of Ephraim. A ^Jew ' 
for them was one of the tribe, or at most of the king- 
dom, of Judah. 

If we take this as the temper out of which her question 
proceeds, the Lord's reply will then exactly meet the 
thought of her heart. He is not the receiver, but the 
giver. * Thou errest in thinking that it is I who need thy 
help, when thou rather hast need of mine. If thou 
Jcnewest the gift of God^ amd who it is that saith to thee^ 
Grvoe me to drink ; thou wouldest ha/ve asked of Hi/niy a/nd 
He wovM ha/ve given thee living waier.^ This * gift of God* 
has been very variously interpreted. Augustine under- 
stands by it the Holy Ghost. Hengstenberg will not 
allow that there can be any question on the matter, but 
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refers to Isai. ix. 5, ^ to us a Son is giveni and to John 
iii. 16, as decisive proofs that Christ designated Himself 
as Hhe gift of God' By ' the gift of God' Grotius and 
others understand the Lord more generally to mean that 
gracious and golden opportunity vouchsafed to her, and 
as yet to her alone among all her people ;^ ' If thou 
knewest this, and what it is to have met Me here, ^he 
Saviour of the world, thou wouldest have been a petitioner 
of mine, for a far better gift than any I have sought at 
\hj hands/ Lampe, citing Rom. vi. 23, where ^ eternal life' 
is styled * the gift of God ' (;f dpta/^ there, &5pov here), 
and strengthening his position by the aid of such passages 
as Isai. Iv. i ; Rev. xxii. 17, understands generally that 
^ eternal life ' io \>e ^ the gift of Godj whereof here the 
Saviour speaks. But these explanations, one and all, 
seem to me either too vague and indefinite, 0% otherwise 
beside the mark; and the right interpretation to have 
been strangely overlooked by most expositors ; not indeed 
by all, for Stier has it. To me this carries such conviction 
that, unless so many had missed, I should have been 
tempted to say that it was impossible to miss it. * The gift 
of God' is here an anticipation of what is immediately to 
follow, namely, * He would have given thee living water' 
* If thou knewest,' the Lord would say, ' that God has 
given to souls thirsting in the wilderness of this world 
water of life, such as will slake the thirst, not of their 
bodies but of their souls, and " who it is that saiih to thee^ 
Give me to drinJcy" even He that has that water to bestow, 
whom the Father has made to be Himself a fountain and 
spring of this life, then, instead of moving the embers of 
that wretched quarrel between Samaritans and Jews, thou 

^ Oocasio nemp6 quam tibi nunc Dens prsDBtat, qnantomyiB SamaritidL 
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wouldest have asked these waters at his hands.' The 
' living water ' seems to me, beyond all doubt, to be itself 
* the gift of God * whereof Christ speaks.^ 

Having asked for water He sets forth this ^gift^ under 
the image of water ; as at John vi. 48--51, where men are 
waiting on Him for the bread that perishes, He sets forth 
the same under that of bread. In this as in every thing 
else a pattern to those who come after, He links on the 
heavenly to the earthly, uses the earthly as a ladder by 
which He mounts up to the heavenly. At the same time 
He must have been quite prepared for a temporary mis- 
understanding of his words. * Living water ' is not neces- 
sarily equivalent with 'water of life' (Rev. xxi. 6 ; xxii. 
1, 17) in the highest spiritual sense of the words. On the 
contrary there are natural waters which have, and in their 
lower sphere deserve, this name ; that is, fresh springing 
waters, as contrasted either with rain-water gathered into 
cisterns, or indeed with any other, the water of reser- 
voirs ; and in this natural sense the phrase often occurs 
in the Old Testament ; as at Gen. xxvi. 19 ; Lev. xiv. 5 ; 
CJant. iv. 15.* Here, however, the words are used in their 
* highest sense, — ^waters, which coming from Him in whom 



* There is a singular decoram in the use of words here. The woman has 
said, nut unnaturally, * How is it that Thou oikat (aimc) of roe ?' But 
airetv is a word of petition as from an inferior to a superior, in this different 
from kpuTov^ which has more of equality in it (see my SynonytM of the 
New Teetament^ § 40). But when Christ refers to that request of hers, He 
does not take up and allow her word. It is not on his lips, *• who it is that 
€uketh 0/ thee^^ but * who it is that eaith to thee * ( i ^uv aoi) ; while the 
aehifig He goes on to describe as the proper attitude for her ; * thou wouldest 
have ashed (irifoac) of Him.' There lies often in little details like this an 
implicit assertion of the unique dignity of his person, which it is very 
interesting and not unimportant to trace. 

* In all these places the LXX. have v6op C6)v,=viyum flumen, yims 
fons, in Latin. 
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is the absolute life, who is the avro^o)^ (John i. 4 ; v. 40) ; 
impart life to as many as they reach. We have a mag- 
nificent symbolism of this, the life-giving power of these 
waters, Ezekiel xlvii. 9 : * Every thing shall live whither 
the river cometh ;' that is, the river issuing from under 
the threshold of the House of God (ver. 1 ; cf. Rev. 
xxii. 1 ; Joel iii. 18; Zech. xiv. 8). 

Yet although she misses the deeper meaning of his 
speech, taking the figurative literally, and the spiritual 
naturally (cf. John iii. 4 ; vi. 53), there is that in the 
words and bearing of this Stranger, which has already so 
far inspired her with respect, that the * Siry which was 
absent from her first answer, finds place in her second ; 
however she may hardly maintain herself through the 
whole of her answer at the level of respect which this 
opening word would imply. Indeed she proceeds with 
the evident intention of showing Him that these preten- 
sions of his involve an absurdity : ' Thou hast nothing to 
draw with^ and the well is deep ; from whence then hast 
Thou this living water? From this well it cannot be 
that Thou wilt draw that living water of which Thou 
speak est, for the well is deep ' (as we have seen, more than * 
a hundred feet deep, with only a few feet of water at the 
bottom), ^ and Thou hast no means with which to draw it 
up. And even if Thou hadst discovered another well ' 

* The &vrhffM here, * bucket ' in most of our early Versions, ^ hauritorium^ 
in Angnstine (which word has not found its way into any of oar Dictionaries 
of later Latinity), must not be confounded with the vdpia or water-pot which 
the woman presently leaves behind in her haste to communicate her good 
tidings to her people (ver. a8). It is the * si tula, generally made of skin, 
with three cross sticks tied round the mouth to keep it open. It is let down 
by a rope of goats* hair, and may be seen lying on the curb stones of almost 
every well in the Holy Land ' (Malan). We may suppose the woman to 
bave held this in her hand, while she talked to the Lord, and reminded 
Him that He had nothing of the kind. 
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(for this is the connexion of ver. ii and 12), ^ art Thou 
greater than our father Jacob' (cf. viii. 52), for such she 
calls him, though with no shadow of right^ (Matt. x. 5) ; 
* who gave us the well, and drank thereof hiniself and his 
children ; '—^r ^ his sons' rather, ^ since one daughter to 
twelve sons would not make them rexva rov 'IaxcS/3 in a 
narrative written in Greek ' (Malan), — ^ and his cattle.' 
The word rendered ' cattle ' (dpifiiiara) probably includes 
household servants as well. That Jacob himself and his 
sons should have drunk of that well might be taken as an 
evidence of its sweetness, that his servants and flocks and 
herds should have drunk of it, of its abundance,* the 
waters of it thus satisfying the needs of him and of all 
that were his. ^Art Thou greater,' sh^ would imply, 
^ that so Thou couldst give to those waters, even if Thou 
couldst discover such, a higher consecration, or constitute, 
them waters of greater price to us than these with which 
the patriarch Jacob has endowed us ?' There speaks out 
in this question of hers a certain slight resentment at 
what seems to her an intentional depreciation of this holy 
well, for such no doubt it was esteemed by these Samari- 
tans. That well was one. of the venerable memorials of 
the past (it is possibly alluded to Gen. xlix. 22 ; Deut. 
xxxiii. 28), by aid of which they sought to put themselves 
in connexion with the early patriarchal history. It lay, 
as we have seen, in the parcel of ground given by Jacob 
to his son Joseph (ver. 5, 6), and it was from Joseph that 
tiie Samaritans boasted their descent. This we should 



* Theophylaot: itaripa kavr^ iroUirai rbv 'loicu^S^ etc n^ *1ov6<uk^ 
tiryheiav avn^v awudovoa, 

■ Theophylact: rb <tt koI ahrdf k( avrov iiriev, iiratvSc iari ifc tw Motoc 
i^SifUfrof ' Tb 6i KolTd Opififiara ahrov, hdeucrucdv iari nyf a^doviac. 
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conclude from the fact of their claiming to be the repre- 
sentatives of the ten tribes, of which Ephraim, descended 
from Joseph, was chief; but Josephus twice expressly men- 
tions the fact.^ Here is the key to the voluble eloquence, 
not unmixed with a certain tartness, of her reply. The 
woman suspects, though she cannot quite understand his 
words, that He, a Jew, means to cast a slight upon the 
venerable traditions and memorials which her people 
claimed as especially, if not peculiarly, their own. 

The Lord does not entangle Himself in a direct reply 
to the question, ^Art Thou greater thwn our father Jacob V 
which could lead to no result ; and yet implicitly He does 
reply. For as, in magnifying the bread which He would 
give, as compared with the manna which Moses gave. 
He reminds his hearers that those who ate the manna died 
notwithstanding, leaving them to draw the conclusion 
that He, who gives bread which if a man eat thereof he 
shall not die, must be greater than Moses, who could give 
no such ' salve of immortality ' (John vi. 49, 50) ; even 
so the same follows here \ ^\am greater than your father 
Jacob ; for this water which you boast to have received 
from him does not slake thirst for ever. Whosoever 
drmketh of this water shall thirst again. But it is other- 
wise with the water of which I am the dispenser. Who- 
soever shaU drinh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst.^ It is needless to observe of how much wider 
application the words, * shaU thirst againy are than to the 
matter immediately in hand. All human suppliances for 
the satisfying of the cravings of the body or of the soul, 
have in them this defect, that they do not satisfy for ever. 
They only serve to dull and deaden the present sense of 

Antt. IX. 14, 3 ; XI. 8. 6. 
H 
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the want, but do not remove it. That want after a while 
revives again in its strength ; for man is full of hunger 
and thirst; a fact which may, indeed, be his heaven, 
yet may also be his hell. But the water which Christ 
gives, slakes the spirit's thirst, and slakes it for ever — ^not, 
of course, as though one draught of it would do this ; it 
is he who drinks, and who continues to drink, that shall 
not thirst any more. 

It is worth our while here to note how Christ gathers to 
a head innumerable promises and invitations of the Old 
Testament, and claims them as fulfilled in Himself; thus 
eminently Isai. Iv. i; cf. xli. i8; xlviii. 21; xlix. 10; 
even as this is by no means the only place in the New 
Testament where He sets forth the blessings which He 
imparts to the children of men by aid of the same figurative 
language, at once so beautiful, so familiar, and so intelli- 
gible to all ; thus see John vi. 35 ; vii. 37 ; Rev. vii. 16 ; 
xxi. 6. He is Himself the true * fountain of Jacob ' (Deut. 
xxxiiL 28) ; this name He implicitly challenges as his own. 
There is only One, who can be what Christ here declares 
that He is, namely, * a fountain of living waters ' (see Jer. 
ii. 13; xvii. 13), and that is God. On the strength of 
this saying Augustine rightly claims Ps. xxxvi. 9, * With 
Thee is the fountain of life,' as fulfilled in Christ, and 
brings that passage into closest connexion with this.* 

But what, it may be fitly asked, is the exact force of 
the promise which follows, ' But the water tJuU lehdU gwe 
Mm ahaU be in hirn^ a well of water springing up into 
ieverlasting life '? Is it not this ? * He who receives this 



' DeqQ4 ergo aqu4 dataros est, nisi de ill&, de qn4 dictam est, ApadTe eft 
tfons yitsd ? Nam qnomodo sitient, qui inebriabontnr ab nbertate dom6t tna f 
^ <Origen here aska, rl^ 6i h iavru ixQ^ ^^Vy^t dt^l/^mi oi6c re iffrai} 
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living water of Me shall become himself in some sort, 
although of course only in a secondary sense, a springing 
well ; no cistern merely to contain,^ but a springing foun- 
tain out of which shall flow, these same waters ;^ shall 
minister to others the same salvation which has been 
already ministered to himself ;'• even as the Lord expresses 
the same truth elsewhere : ' He that believeth on Me, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water' (John vii. 38). 
The image of the spark which, fastening where it lights, 
kindles into a flame and spreads, or of the seed which, 
taking root, shoots up again into the air,^ either of these 
would lend itself more perfectly to the setting forth of 
the truth which Christ here proclaims. He does not how- 
ever think good to travel out of the circle of images which 

' H. de S. Yictore (In Eeeles, Horn. 2) : Scimns namque quia cisterna 
idcirco foditar, nt aqua extriosecns collecta in earn deflaat, et ex e4 rnrsam in 
nans hominum transitnra haariatnr. Sed hcBO qnia vonam vivam non habet, 
quantanilibet magna et aqoarum collectione redundans videatur, aliqnando 
exhauriri potest et exsiccari; quia cnin sublatum fnerit et consumptum 
quod aliunde infnnditur, nihil ei de auo snperest unde reparetor. Sed fens 
qui vivain habet venam, etiamsi modicns est, deficere taroen omnino non 
potest, neqne effusionis 8U89 defectum aliquando sentit, cui sine defecta 
semper de proprio incrementum acoedtt. 

' The imperial philosopher of Rome uttered a great truth, but an im- 
perfect one, saw much but did not see all, did not see that this spring 
of water must be fed, and fed evermore, from the * upper springs,' If it is not 
presently to fail, when he wrote, iv6ov pXkne- Mw >J wtjyr^ rov ayadov^ koI &el 
avapUetv dwafihnj^ tav ael OKdm^r. Of. Plutarcb Dd Virt, et Vit, i. 

* Origen quotes with approbation Ueracleon's interpretation of th^se words, 
the same which I have given above : <wk anMwj^ 6k rd, aXko^itvcv^ dajy^aro, 
Kcu Tovg firraXa^pdvovTog rov hwjdev iirixoptfyobfievov irXovaioQ koI avrov^ 
eKpXbacu «<f ri^v krkpuv (udvuov (^u^ rd hrucexoprfyijfiiva avrolc, Gregory of 
NyssH, in his Homilies on 27ie Song of Solomon^ has some beautiful remarks 
in tlie same sense on Oant. iv. 1 5, where the Bride is compared to * a well of 
living waters.' I quote a few words: rovro A) rd irdvruv wapado^&raTov 
ndvTuv yap rCrv ^pedruv ev owTT^fiaTi rd v6<jp kxdvruVf /lAv^ 1} J^ifi^ du^oduUiv 
kv iavr^ ^^e< rd vdop^ inrre rd fiev pddoc ix^tv rov ^pkaro^ rov 6i irorafiov rd 
detKivrfTov, 

* Maldonatns : Loquitur de aqu& tanquam de plantA aut seraine ali^ao quod 
jactum in terr& nascatur. 

h2 
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the well and the water supply. And not only shall these 
waters spring up, but they shall spring up ^ into everlasting 
life J They shall find their own level : they shall return 
whither they came : coming from God, they shall go to 
God again.^ There is a tacit comparison here with the 
waters of this world. Whatever upward impulse these 
may receive, it is presently spent, and they fall back to 
the earth again ; but the water of life is borne upward by 
a supernatural impulse, till it reaches again that heaven 
from which it came.* 

Olshausen and others have invited us to notice, upon 
these words, the contrast between this promise of Christ 
and another of the Son of Sirach. In a glorious passage, 
one of the noblest in the books not directly inspired of 
the Bible, Wisdom praising herself exclaims, ' They that 
eat me shall yet be hungry, and they that drink me shall 
yet be thirsty * (Ecclus. xxiv. 21). We are invited to note 
here the deep insight into the different blessings of the Old 
and of the New Covenant, which a comparison between 
the promises of the two passages affords — ^the blessing of 
the Old Covenant, the awakening of the desire, that of 
the New, the satisfying of this same desire ; there the 
blessing, so to speak, on its more negative, here on its 
more positive, side. Now whatever truth there may be 
in the fact thus stated, and a relative truth there is, yet I 
scarcely think that we can fairly trace it here. When 
Christ says that he who drinks of the water which He 

^ Grotins : Emphasis est in vooe 9al%eL Solent enim aqna salire ad alti- 
tadinem usqne snso originis. 

* Lampe : Elegans hie latet oppositio inter has aqnas et illas qnn ex 
soatnrigine terrestri proliciuntnr. Qaantooanque enim Impeta prornm- 
pant, viz taraen ultra aliquot pedes in adrem elevantar. Hie vero sistontar 
aqofB qoiB vi plane sapematarali in c»lum ipsnm et vitara »ternam 
saiiont. 
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gives * shall never thirsty it is surely meant that he shall 
never thirst for any other water save this living water 
which He Himself imparts.^ He too^ no less than the 
Wisdom of the elder Covenant, would say that for this 
water he shall thirst and thirst again. This, that he does 
80 thirst again, that draughts of the waters of life breed 
no satiety, such as the draughts from the fountains of this 
world's joy so quickly bring about, that these waters 
kindle the thirst which they assuage, is not the infelicity 
of him who drinks, but his blessedness rather. No one 
counts that it was faring ill with David, then when he ex- 
clfiCimed, ' My soul is athirst for God, even for the living 
God/ How many, as they read, have rather yearned that 
they might be athirst with him, only mourn that their 
own thirst is so languid, while they know that there is a 
river of God at which this thirst may be at once stilled 
and quickened, stilled in all which implies a want and a 
discomfort, quickened in all which shall drive it to seek 
for ever new supplies from Him, who is the indeficient 
fountain of all good.* Only so could it have been said, 
' Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness' (Matt. V. 6; cf. Isai. xii. 3; xliv. 3; Ps. Ixxxvii. 7). 
There is a certain blind longing after this springing 
water awakened in the soul of this poor sinner, who had 
thirsted so long, who now at this time was seeking to 
slake her thirst at one of the muddiest pools of sensual 
gratification ; and out of this she exclaims, ^ Sir^ give 

' Cocceius: cam 6& satietate non pugnat sitis et fames jastities, et apes 
atque vndcrraatg et ezpectatio bonorum Del ia hdo viUl et translatioQis in 
alteram. 

* Thus Drnsias excellently well, reconciling the words of the earlier 
Wisdom with the words of the later : Qui aquam sapientiad bibit sitit et non 
sitit. Sitit, id est, magis magisque appetit id quod bibit. Kod sitit, quia ita 
ezpletur ut alium potum non desideret. 
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me this water ^ that I thirst nof^ (cf. John vi. 34), though 
still there is confusion and contradiction in her mind 
ahout it, for she imagines that it will exempt her from the 
toil of coming to draw from that well any more — ' neither 
come hither to draw' 

How are we to explain the check and abrupt turn 
which the conversation here receives, this * Gro call thy 
husband, and come hither,' with which our Lord seems to 
interrupt it, just at its most interesting point ? Is it, as 
some say, that being about to confer on her a benefit, He 
would not confer it on her alone; but on her and h'fer 
husband together ? This can hardly be — ^is indeed con- 
tradicted by the fact that Christ knew perfectly well 
about her, that her relations to him with whom she was 
living were not those of a wife to her husband. The 
words can only be taken as spoken with the intention of 
calling out that very answer which they did call out ; of 
bringing her in this way to a wholesome shame. They 
attain the object with which they were uttered. The 
confession, indeed, which they elicit, 'I have no hus- 
band, is only a half confession ; not all the truth, and 
yet true as far as it goes ; and for the truth's sake which 
it contains He accepts and allows it : ^ Thou hast well said, 
I have no husband;' with an emphasis on 'husband,' 
which is marked in the Greek by its position in the sen- 
tence, and which might have been so marked in our Version 
— * Husband I have not' This she has * said well ' (cf. 
Matt. XV. 7; Luke xx. 39), inasmuch as she had spoken 

^ Sedolias {Cam. Paseh. 229) : 

Orat inexbaiisti tribui sibi dona flaenti, 
j^ternam positara sitim, qii& nemo oarere 
Dignus erit, Domini nisi mersns gargite Ohriati. 
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the truth ; for a true confession is always ^welV made, 
however ill it may be that the making of such a confession 
should be required. He proceeds, with how firm and 
at the same time how gentle a hand, to draw her from 
the hiding places in which she may still have hoped to 
lie hid, to unroll before her the blurred and blotted scroll 
of her past existence : 'for thou hast had five hmbandsy 
and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband. In that 
saidst thou truly' Many words. He would imply, which 
she had spoken had not been true, but this mournful 
testimony which she had thus borne against herself was 
true. Meyer, including in these 'five husbands' him 
whom she now had, and making him the last of the five, 
and not a sixth added to them, argues from this that 
' husbands ' must not be taken strictly ; but must probably 
include paramours, since certainly the last was such. 
But the argument rests on a misunderstanding. He with 
whom, she is now living is not one of the five ; but she, 
falling ever deeper and deeper in degradation, is now 
content to go without the legal sanction to her condition 
which in other times she may have required. Hitherto, 
we may well suppose, her life had been full of manifold 
disorders ; the five husbands had scarcely made room for 
one another by death ; even in that case there must have 
been unseemliest hastening of nuptials, most inordinate 
desires, which no dealings of God could chasten or restrain. 
But doubtless there had been worse than this ; husbands 
whom she had forsaken; or whom she had compelled 
by breach of wedlock to put her away (Deut. xxiv. 1, 2 ; 
Matt. xix. 9).^ 

' Augastine has called this with whioh we are dealing a history, plena 
mysteriis et gravida sacramentia. Follj admitting it to be this, I yet 
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Whether the Lord told her more which is not recorded 
(ver. 29 would seem to imply as much), or so told her 
this as to make her understand that He knew much 
more, the woman feels that she had to do with one 
who knows all the wretched secrets of her disordered life, 
and out of this feeling exclaims, * /Sir, I perceive that thou 
art a prophet ; for such intuitive knowledge as this could 
only be God's, or theirs to whom God should give it 
(1 Sam. ix. 19; 2 Kin. v. 26; vi. 12). She did not sup- 
pose, as some in modern times have supposed, that Christ 
had obtained the information about her from some of her 
neighbours ; but she saw in Him a prophet, and one who 
by the exercise of his prophetic gift had thus been able 
to tell her 'all things that ever she did' (ver. 29). There 
is no necessity of assuming that, in the case of every one 
with whom the Lord came in contact during the course 
of his ministry. He knew every detail of his anterior 

find it impossible to accept the allegorical interpretation of these ''five huH" 
hands^^ which Hengstenberg traces here. For him this woman is, so to 
speak, the representaiive of that Samaria out of which she comes, of its past 
idolatry, its present will-worship, its future conversion — her relations with 
her five husbands, and with him who was not her husband, having by 
divine Providence been so overruled as exactly to set forth the history up to 
that moment of her people. He refers us to 2 Kin. xvii. 24, where we find 
the five nations, the colluvies gentium out of which the Samaritans grew, 
bringing with them into their new seats each its own god, see ver. 29-31 ; 
and he further cites Josephus (AntL ix. 14. 3) : ol dh furouuaetvre^ cif n^ 
Xafiapelav Xovdaloty tKoaroi Kara iSvoc Idvov debv cif t^ ^afiapelav KOfjuaaiTeg^ 
trhrre (T i^ffov, *ai roirrovf, koOu^ ifv irdrptcv ovroZf, aepSfievoL With these her 
idol gods Samaria lived in a real communion, but one as lightly broken off 
as it had been knit ; while He whom now she had was no legitimate hus- 
band of hers, for, ' thy Maker is thy husband,* true concerning the Jewish 
Chnrch, was utterly false in respect of the Samaritan. It is certainly an 
ingenious suggestion, resting upon a very remarkable coincidence, but is 
scarcely more. When it is attempted to carry through the allegory it 
breaks down and that in parts essential ; thus these five false gods were con- 
temporaneous ; while her five husbands had one succeeded the other; her sin 
had not been polyandry. 
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history ; but wherever this was needed for the interests 
of the kingdom of God, for the work of that ministry 
which He had come to fulfil, for the best interests of that 
soul which He sought to win, there through an act of his 
will He could by his divine Spirit unlock the past, read 
not merely what was now passing, but all which had ever 
passed in the hearts, or which had been externally 
wrought in the lives, of those with whom He had to do 
(John ii. 25; V. 14). It concerned the counsels of his 
love that He should thus know concerning this poor 
sinner, and therefore He knew. 

Her whole tone is now changed. It was half earnest 
before, in that request, ^ Sir^ give me this water ' (ver. 15) ; 
but it is whole earnest now ; and it is quite a missing 
of the real earnestness which she now feels to take her 
words which follow : * Our fathers worshipped in this 
Tfiount; a/nd ye sa/y that in Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship^ as though they were intended to 
draw off Him with whom she was speaking from pressing 
home upon her those unwelcome truths about her own 
life,^ by suggesting some general question, in which her 
people indeed might possibly have the worst ; but which 
yet brought home no peculiar personal shame to herself. 
The suggestion is ingenious, but it is much more in cha- 
racter with the effectual work which is being wrought, as 
the issue proves, in her soul, to ascribe these words to 
quite another motive. Hitherto she had never been really 
enough in earnest about the worship and service of God, 
to feel any misgiving or anxiety in respect of that great 

' So Mossillou in a striking Lent Sermon on this history : Nonvelle artifice 
dont elle s^avise pour d^tourner la question de ses moBurs, qui lui d^plait, 
et qui Tetubarrasse, elle se jctte habileinent sor une question de doctrine, lea 
contestations entre J6rasalem et Garizim. 
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controversy which was so eagerly debated between her 
people and the Jews. And yet, if the Jews were right, 
what was the whole Samaritan worship but a lie ; not 
merely a service which God had not commanded, but 
which was contrary to his command, with unsoundness 
and rottenness at its very core ? She had hitherto troubled 
herself nothing about this ; she had taken things as she 
found them. But the time of such indifference was past; 
it became all-important for her to know in which of the two 
channels the line of blessing indeed ran, whether salvation 
was of the Samaritans or of the Jews ; and hence her 
question, or rather her statement of the point at issue, 
which though not put in the form of a question, is 
evidently presented to the Lord that He may, if possible^ 
satisfy her mind about it 

But whom does she mean by ^ our fathers,^ on whom 
she would fain rely and lean as 'having worshipped in this 
mounty on Mount Garizim, which rose up immediately 
before them; and given to it that consecration which 
her people claimed as peculiarly its own? There are 
two answers, and there is certainly something to be said 
for both. Some understand by ^ our fathers' the founders 
of the Samaritan worship, the builders of the temple on 
this mountain, and they urge that, ^ Our fathers war- 
shipped J set over against ^ Ye worship^ will admit no 
other interpretation. They would find the exact ex- 
ample here of one, who walking in a vain conversation 
defends it as having been received by tradition from her 
fathers (i Pet. i. 18). So Meyer, Alford, and others ; yet 
I cannot so understand the words. The woman is 
declaring her position to a Jew, and doing what she can 
to maintain it as against him. But what force would it 
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have with him to declare that from the beginning of that 
schism which he condemned throughout, her people had 
worshipped at Garizim ? Take on the other hand * our 
fcUhers ' as the common fathers of Jew and Samaritan 
alike, at least as those whom the Samaritans claimed for 
^ fathers^ some, as Adam, Seth, Noah with right, others, 
as the later patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, with no 
right at all ; and then there is some cogency in what she 
alleges, if only it had been true. They worshipped here ; 
in manifold ways they did honour to this mountain, and 
^ y^ ^(^y that in Jerusalemy a place never heard of till a 
late period of our history (2 Sam. v. 6, 7), occupied by the 
Canaanite to the time of David, ^ is the place wJiet^e men 
aught to worship' She knew that there was one such 
place, and one only, where the Lord would manifest his 
presence and put his name there, and that to this place 
all should resort (Deut. xii. 5). They could not then 
both be right, Jerusalem and Garizim ; nay one must 
be utterly wrong; but which was it? Would He, this 
prophet, resolve this question for her, and if she and her 
people were wrong, convince her that they were so ? 

But first, a word or two more on this assertion of hers, 
* Our fathers wai^shipped in this maunty in further con- 
firmation of the interpretation which I have preferred. 
A modern writer, who has derived much of his informa- 
tion from personal intercourse with the Samaritan High 
Priest,^ tells us what they now believe, what in all likeli- 
hood they believed in our Saviour's time, about Mount 
Garizim ; the honour, dignity, and preeminence which for 
it they claimed. It is for them the holy mountain of the 
world ; on its summit was the seat of Paradise ; from the 

1 Petermoon, in ^tvzjog^^ Encyelop^Uy vol. ziii. p. 337, art. Samwria. 
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dust of Mount Garizim Adam was formed ; and the spot 
is still pointed out where he reared his first altar ; the 
place too where Seth did the same. Garazim is the Ararat 
of Scripture, on which the Ark rested (Gen. viii. 4); 
which the waters of the Flood had never overflowed; 
and which thus no dead thing borne by these waters had 
touched to defile. They point out further the exact spot 
on which Noah reared an altar to the Lord when the 
Flood has subsided (Gen. viii. 20) ; and the seven steps, 
on each of which he oflFered a burnt offering, which led 
up to it, are existing stilL The altar too is to this day 
standing on which Abraham had bound his son, and the 
spot known where the ram was caught in a thicket by 
its horns (Gen. xxii. 13). At the summit of Garizim is 
Bethel, where Jacob slept and saw in a dream that won- 
drous ladder which reached from earth to heaven (Gen. 
xxviii. 12, 19). There is a good deal more of the same 
kind ; but this is enough. That poor woman, who may 
have accepted all this with implicit faith, would have had 
warrant more than enough for her boast, ^Vur fathers 
worshipped in this mounts if only a small part of it had 
been true. 

With a deep and solemn earnestness, such as the great- 
ness and importance of the announcement which He was 
making deserved, the announcement namely of a universal 
religion, the Lord replied. First indeed, and as a neces- 
sary condition of this. He proclaims the passing away of 
every form of religion which is tied to a local centre, by 
anticipation condemning Mahometanism here, as a retro- 
grade step in the spiritual history of humanity — so to 
make room for that faith, which should have its centre 
everywhere and its circumference nowhere. There was 
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here, I say, a condemnation of every religion tied to a 
local centre ; for when Christ replied, ^ WomaUj believe Me^ 
the luywr cometh^ when ye shall neither in this mountain^ nor 
yet at Jerusalem^ worship the Father ^ annulling thus such 
earlier precepts as that of Deut. xii. 5, 6, this ^ye' must 
suffer no such limitation as should restrict it to the Sama- 
ritans alone, and to this question of the woman in respect 
of the place where they ought to worship. The words 
may refer, as Meyer says, to the future conversion of the 
Samaritans, ^who thereby set free from the service on 
Garizim should not thereupon be brought to the service 
at Jerusalem' ; but they have a much wider scope ; in this 
^ y^ ' are included all the children of men, all the nations 
of the earth, as one by one they shall be brought into the 
true fold. Christ does not indeed use the communicative 
^wey as another prophet would have done, as would 
have suited every other save Him who was the only-be- 
gotten of the Father ; but, excepting Himself, his words 
do not except any other. 

The question which the woman had asked could not 
be resolved but in favour of Jerusalem ; yet very ob- 
servable is the manner in which, before the Lord thus 
pronounces the claims of Garizim untenable and without 
a warrant, He lifts up the whole matter in debate into a 
higher sphere, and shows how in a little while the very 
subject matter of it will have disappeared altogether. 
That there could be such a controversy as this, whether 
at Jerusalem or at Garizim men ought to worship the 
Father, the very existence of such a dispute had its rise 

* Bengel has a sabtle observation here : Ad JndsBos et discipalos sape 
ChristQs dixit, DUo vobis (ver. 35). Uno hoc loco ad Saraaritida, Orede tnihi. 
Illi magis obligati erant ad credendam, quam h®c. Hano proportionero 
seqQonttir formnlse. 
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in the fact that even true religion itself hitherto had 
moved among * elements of this world ' (Gal. iv. 3), and had 
owned a * worldly sanctuary' (Heb. ix. 1), from which now 
it was about to disengage itself for ever ; and once dis- 
engaged from these, the controversy would be possible no 
more, but that great prophetic word of Malachi would be 
fulfilled, * and in every place incense shall be oflFered unto 
my name, and a pure offering' (Mai. i. 11). 

As concerns, indeed, the present and the past nothing 
can be more absolute than the decision which Christ 
pronounces in favour of Jerusalem and its worship, and 
against Garizim and the will-worship which was esta- 
blished there : ^ Ye worship ye hnow 7iot what; we know 
what we worship; for salvation is of the Jews' This 
neuter * what ' has often made a difficulty ; we should cer- 
tainly have expected, ^ Ye worship ye know not whom;* 
and again, * We know whom we worship/ Some there- 
fore have made this ^ what' to express rather the manner 
than the object of worship. But it was more probably 
selected to express the unreal character of their whole 
worship, the absence of any relation on their part to a 
personal God. It will then find its exact parallel in 
St. Paul's use of * the Godhead ' (to Qelov) at Acts xvii. 29. 
God is only truly worshipped of them whom He has shewn 
how to worship Him, and who worship Him in the way 
that He has shewn. He is only known of those to whom 
He makes Himself known. The Samaritan was eminently 
an invented religion ; more so in many respects than the 
ti-aditional heathenism, which may have still kept traces, 
not wholly effaced, of the original revelation; a name 
without a power, a temple without a temple's God. The 
altar they reared was, in the saddest sense of the words^ 
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* To an Unknown God/ and one whom by means of that 
worship they could never know. The other ^what' in 
the second clause of the sentence will then be there only 
for the sake of concinnity. Had the assertion stood alone, 
it would have been, * We know wJiom we worship' ' We' — 
for Christ here makes common part with his people, and 
speaks at once in his human character, therefore as a 
worshipper, and in his Jewish character, therefore as a 
worshipper at Jerusalem and in and through the service 
of the temple, — 'we Tcnow what we worship^ no dream and 
imagination of man s own heart, but One who has ap- 
pointed ways by which He may be approached, and who, 
sitting between the Cherubim, meets them who approach 
Him by these/ A Jew might be full of darkness, many 
were so, in respect of the God whose name he bore, 
whose worshipper he professed to be ; but that was his 
separate individual guilt, and sprang from a refusing to 
use, or from a not using aright, that knowledge of God 
to which he had been called ; meanwhile every Jew, who 
was such in truth and not in name only, knew what and 
whom he worshipped. It was otherwise with the Sama- 
ritan. He did not fail in the right application of what 
his religion taught him of God ; but that religion itself 
was a device of man, a vanity and a lie, no help to him in 
the finding of God, but a hindrance rather. 

A rapid oversight of the circumstances under which 
the Samaritan worship came into being, and the conditions 
of its existence at this time, will enable us best to under- 
stand the uncompromising severity of the verdict which the 
lips of truth have just pronounced against it. It is true that 
the upgrowth of the Samaritan worship, with the building 
of the temple on Mount Garizim, which for two hundred 
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years, according to Josephus, but probably for more 
nearly three hundred, was an offence and a provocation to 
those who worshipped on Mount Moriah (the rivahry of 
the religions has survived the destruction of both temples), 
is clothed in much obscurity ; yet not so great as to hide 
from us the unreal character which clung to it from the 
first. To regard Samaritanism as in any sense a con- 
tinuation of the schism, political and religious, of the Ten 
Tribes^ is altogether misleading. It is true, as mentioned 
already, that the Samaritans at a later day claimed their 
descent from the tribe of Ephraim; in which, as they 
affirmed, the true line of God's promises ran, appealing in 
proof to Gen. xlix. 22-26; Deut. xxxiiL 13-17; and 
ignoring, as some tell us, Eli and Samuel and the house 
of David altogether. But this was an after-thought. 
The only real thread of connection between the two is 
the well-known fact recorded in the Second Book of Eangs 
(xvii. 24-28), namely, that when the heathen colonists 
planted by the king of Assyria in the land left desolate 
by the deportation of its Israelitish inhabitants, were 
annoyed in their new seats by lions, these * proselytes of 
the lions,' as the Jews loved insultingly to call them, 
sought and obtained that a priest from among those who 
had been thus carried away might be sent back to teach 
them * the manner of the God of the land,' hoping so to 
avert his displeasure. But one of Jeroboam's priests, 
himself entangled in the idolatries of Dan and Bethel, was 
not likely to accomplish much, and from the sacred nar- 
rative we gather that he accomplished nothing at all, in 
the way of extirpating the various idolatries which the 
Persian and Median colonists had brought with them 
' As Witdns does in his Decaphylon^ ch. 3, and manjr mora. 
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(ver. 29-41) ; some of these idolatries surviving in forms 
the most hideous (see ver. 31) ; however he may have 
managed to combine with these certain outward cere- 
monies, and to impart a knowledge of certain outward 
facts, of the true religion. 

When the children of the Captivity, restored to their 
own land, were engaged in the rebuilding of their temple, v^ 
the Samaritans, as is familiar to all, requested, not on the ' 
ground of a common nationality, for that they do not 
venture to plead, but as seeking the same God with them, 
to be allowed to share in the work ; with, of course, the 
condition understood, that the temple, reared by both, 
should be common to both (Ezra iv. 1-3). The Jews 
refused ; and they could not do otherwise. The Jewish 
Church might even then receive proselytes one by one 
into its bosom ; but the time of any freer larger adoption 
of the nations was yet far off; and it was God, not man, 
who must determine when the hour for this had arrived. ' 
For the present their strength lay in their isolation. 1 
That alone could preserve them from the infinite spiritual ; 
dangers which surrounded them. Mingling with the | 
heathen, or suffering these to mingle with them, they \ 
would soon have learned their works. The Samaritans i 
resent the refusal ; put many spiteful hindrances in the | 
way of the work ; and the seeds of an enmity which has { 
lasted to this day, seeds hereafter to spring up in ten j 
thousand bitternesses of hate and scorn and wrong on the 
one side and on the other, were sown. 

There are no means of tracing the steps by which the 

Samaritan worship in the course of time eliminated from 

itself the grosser heathen elements which it contained (its 

kernel was heathenish to the last, see ver. 22), or the 

I 
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modifications which it underwent, until at kst it became 
so plausible a counterfeit of the truth, that it did not 
hesitate to enter the lists even of theological argument ; 
disputing, — it does so here by the mouth of this woman 
— as to which was the truth, and which the lie. But 
though the several steps of this transformation may be 
out of our power to trace, there was one event, or series 
of events, which must have exercised an enormous in- 
fluence in bringing such a result about, which perhaps 
alone would have made it possible. This was the seces- 
sion from Jerusalem of one or more members of the high- 
priestly family ; accompanied or followed by that of other 
distinguished refugees; who for one cause or another 
driven from Jerusalem, or malcontents quitting it of their 
own accord, found refuge and welcome in Samaria, and 
brought a knowledge with them of the Jewish ritual and 
of the Jewish theology to those whose faith and worship 
must till their arrival have been a very poor, maimed, and 
ignorant thing. 

Josephus^ has a story exactly of the kind, which cannot 
indeed pass muster as he tells it; but which yet is gene- 
rally recognized as possessing a foundation of historic 
truth, as the more or less inaccurate version of an 
event recorded thus by Nehemiah : * And one of the sons 
of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the High Priest, was son in 
law to Sanballat the Horonite; therefore I chased him 
from me ' (xiii. 28); or, if not this, to be another event of 
a like character, which in the telling has been more or 
less confused with this. If indeed Josephus refers to the 
same event as Nehemiah, then, besides other mistakes, he 
has placed it some eighty years after the date when it 

* Antt, XL 7. a, And 8. a. 
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really happened. His story is of one Manasses, brother 
of Joiada the High Priest, who about the year b. c. 332, 
was chased from Jerusalem on account of a marriage 
which he had contracted with the daughter of Sanballat, 
the Persian governor of Samaria, and which, when re- 
quired, he refused to dissolve. He was received with 
open arms by his father in law, who undertook to rear for 
him on Mount Garizim, the highest mountain in Samaria, 
a temple more magnificent than that from which he had 
been driven ; where he should himself exercise the office 
of High Priest. The worship there was. in this way set 
on a far more formidable footing than it had before 
attained ; not to say that the secession, once begun, was 
presently reinforced by other fugitives and apostates, 
many of them priests, who, now that a rallying point and a 
refuge was prepared for them, fell away as Manasses had 
done. Such is the story of Josephus ; not without serious 
inaccuracies, but having also some substratum of truth. 
The temple thus reared was destroyed by John Hyrcanus 
B. c. 129;^ but the worship continued on Mount Garizim, 
which by this time the Samaritans had learned to regard 
as the holiest mountain in the world,^ some sort of 
edifice no doubt occupying the place of the temple which 
had disappeared. Nor could the imit^ition have been a 
contemptible one; else it could never have excited the 
intense jealousy which evidently among the Jews it did 
excite.' Everything in fact may have been there, — except 

' Antt, xni. 9. I ; B. J. i. 2. 6. 

• Joseplms {Antt, xvin. 4. i) : FaptCciv, 6 dyvdrarov avrolg bpuv vTrelhrnrai, 

• A 8tory recorded by JosepIiDS (Antt, xiii. 3. 4) is singularly illustra- 
tive of the fierceness with which the rival claims of Jerusalem and Garizim 
were debated, not on these spots merely, but wherever Jew and Samaritaa 
encountered. Certain of the one religion and of the other at Alexandria 
besought Ptolemy Philometor to decide which were in the right, pledging 

I 2 
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the presence of God. There was but one flaw, but that 
was a fatal one : * Ye worship ye know not what J 

But if thus with them, it was very diflferent with the 
Jews : * We know what we worship ' (Rom. iii. 2 ; Luke 
xvi. 29), 'for salvation is of the Jews' (Isai. ii. 3; Gen. xii. 
2, 3 ; Zech. viii. 23 ; Mic. iv. 2). This ^ salvation/ where 
we should beforehand have expected Him to be named who 
was the Author of that salvation, the Saviour (cf. Rom. 
ix. 5), this abstract for the concrete, may remind us of 
exactly the same language on the lips of the aged Simeon, 
*for mine eyes have seen thy salvation' (to OGyti^pLov 
there), uttered at a moment when he held the infant 
Saviour in his arms (Luke ii. 30), and of the words of the 
dying Jacob, * I have waited for thy salvation, Lord ' 
(Gen. xlix. 18). Because salvation was thus of the Jews^ 
therefore they knew what they worshipped,^ and not vice 
versdy because they knew what they worshipped, there- 
fore salvation was of them. He who set them to minister 
salvation to the world, as a necessary condition of this 
gave them to know Himself, whom they must first know 
before they could declare to others. 

But this declaration of our Lord's, quite irrespective 
of its bearing on the controversy between the rival 
Churches, is very important as setting the seal of his abso- 
lute authprity on the Jewish institutions as divine, di- 
rectly appointed of God for the bringing of mankind to 
the knowledge of his Name. Wherever Christ's words are 

him beforehand to put to death those against whom his decision shonid be 
given. He solemnly heard their several pleadings and proofs alleged ; which 
done, he decided, as he could not do otherwise, in favonr of the Jews, slay- 
ing, according to the request and agreement made, the advocates of Grarizim. 
'So rightlj Lampe: In expectatione enim hi^jns salatis totos cultns 
Mosaicna fandatos erat. 
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accepted as rule and law, these words of his, spoken by the 
well of Jacob, will vindicate for Israel in that period 
which went before the Incarnation a position altogether 
different from that of every other nation of the earth. 
Israel was the channel through which the salvation of 
God should be conveyed to the world. It was the aloe 
tree, in many aspects unsightly enough, but which yet 
should blossom at last in one * bright consummate flower,' 
and having so fulfilled its mission should then wither and 
die.^ Doubtless there were, as the illustrious Alexan- 
drian teachers loved to trace, preparations for Christ going 
forward in the Gentile world, as well as within the limits 
of the Jewish Church ; that had its Ttfoixaiheia too ; but 
in many respects this was negative rather than posi- 
tive ; and even where positive, it was very far from being 
that direct immediate discipline, nurture, and training 
which was their exclusive privilege, ^ of whom as concern- 
ing the flesh Christ should come, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever' (Rom. ix. 5). 

Christ has spoken already of the where men shall wor- 
ship the Father, that it shall be * neither in this mountain^ 
nor yet at Jerusalem^ but everywhere (cf. 1 Tim. ii. 8 ; 
Zeph. iii. 11) ; He proceeds to speak (having disposed by 
way of parenthesis of the question moved by the woman), 
of the how : * The hour cometh^ and now is^ when the true 
worshippers shaUworship the Father^ in spirit and in truth; 
for the Father seeheth such to worship Him! The ^ nou) is' 
declares that this is a future which has already com- 
menced. The dispensation of the Spirit, in which God the 

^ Aagustine {De Civ. Dei, xvii. 11): Ipse Jesas sabstantia popnli ejus, ex 
qno Datura est oarnis ejus. 

* Grotius : Taoite Novi Foederis suavitatem innuit, onm Deum Patrem 
vocat, Rom. viii. 15 ; Gal. iv. 16. 
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Spirit shall be spiritually worshipped is not merely some* 
thing which is to be hereafter ; she stands already upon 
its threshold. Prophesied of long since (Jer. iii. 16; 
Hagg. ii. 7-10; Zeph. iii. 9; Isai. xlv. 23), it has now 
actually begun (cf. v. 25). As an immediate consequence 
of this, a very slight one, compared with the far more 
momentous which the fact involves, she shall not need to 
mend her present erroneous faith by betaking her to Jeru- 
salem, instead of to Garizim. The time for this is over. 
We shall best understand what this worshipping * in 
spirit and in truth! means, if we deal with these statements 
one by one, only afterwards considering the relation in 
which they stand to one another. And first, * in spirit! St 
Paul speaks of himself and those of * the true circumcision,' 
corresponding to the * true wai'shippers' of this passage, as 
worshipping ^ in the Spirit of God ' (Phil. iii. 3) ; of the 
Spirit helping our infirmities (Rom. viii. 26); St. Jude of 
* praying in the Holy Ghost * (ver. 20); this being the divine 
element and sphere in which prayer has its rise, and in 
which it moves. It will follow that only there, where the 
mystery of the New Birth has found place, will this con- 
dition of a true worship be fulfilled. In his fallen nature 
man is not spirit, but flesh (Gen. vi. 3). Latent and sup- 
pressed, overlayed by the flesh, utterly unable to extricate 
itself from the superincumbent load, there is a spirit in 
him, an organ, that is, for the reception of the divine 
Spirit, and one which by that Spirit may be quickened 
into the activities of prayer and worship. Little as this 
neophyte in the school of Christ may have understood of 
all this, she will yet have gathered from that utterance 
of his, still more plainly from a word which is presently to 
follow (ver. 24), that a living God must be worshipped in a 
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living manner, by that which is highest and best in man, 
and by that informed and quickened by a breath or Spirit 
of his own. 

He adds, * and in truth' Where the Spirit is, there is 
the truth ; He, as the Spirit of truth, excluding not merely 
all the grosser falsehoods of the heathen religions, but all 
subtle self-delusions in which worshippers who are not 
* true ' may be so easily entangled ; as the service of the lips 
offered instead of the service of the heart (Ps. 1. 16; Isai. 
xxix. 13 ; Matt. xv. 8) ; with all substitutions of the out- 
ward for the inward, as of bullocks and goats in place of 
thanksgivings and paying of vows (Ps. 1. 8-11); thousands 
of rams and rivers of oil in lieu of justice and mercy and 
a humble walking with God (Mic. vi. 7, 8). Nor does 
the worshipping 'in truth' exclude only what is false. 
It excludes also what as worship is partial, rudimentary, 
imperfect. Those whom God enables to worship must 
have passed through the lower and more imperfect staged 
of a religious training, have left behind them types and 
shadows, elements of this world, have been by the Spirit 
introduced into the world of spiritual realities, and must 
now be moving and acting in it.^ * The law came by Moses, 
but grace and 1/nUh by Jesus Christ' (John i. 17). In 
these words, upon which the whole Epistle to the He- 
brews may be said to be an extended commentary, there 
is a clear antithesis between the Mosaic law, with all 
Levitical institutions, and the ^ truth.' Not antagonistic, 
which God forbid, they are yet distinct from one another. 
One has 'a shadow of good things to come,' the other 

' AugDstine : Foras ieramas, intro missl snmas. Intas age totnm. £t 
d forte qu8Bris aliqaem locum altam, aliquem locnm sanctum, intus exhibe 
te teraplum Dei. In templo vis orare, ia te ora. Sed prius esto templum 
Dei, quia ille in templo suo ezaadiet orantem. 
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Hhe very image ' {elTcdv) *of the things* (Heb. x. !)• 
The earlier may have, and has, prophetic outlines, typical 
preformations ; * but the body' {a(iiia=dXyideia here) 4s of 
Christ' (Col. ii. 7). What to ^worahip m truth,' is, this 
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews has exactly de- 
clared : * Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh ; and having a High Priest 
over the house of God ; let us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 
water' (x. 19-22).^ 
/ * God is a Spirit.'^ Expositors have sometimes sought 

to go very deep into the meaning of these words, to find 
in them metaphysical announcements concerning the 
nature of God. Doubtless they are of an infinite depth ; 
but that exquisite saying of Gregory the Great's,* that 
Scripture has depths for an elephant to swim in and 
shallows which a lamb can wade, is capable of being 
pushed a little further. Oftentimes the same Scripture 
is at once a depth for one and a shallow for another, 

^ Keeping in mind that Christ has said elsewhere ^ I am the Truth ' 
(John xiv. 6), we shall scarcely err if to what has been said we further add 
— and many of the Fathers engaged in controversy with the Arians have 
here shown us the way, — that we have the whole mystery of the Trinity 
in these words declared to us, the Father to be worshipped, as He only can 
be worshipped, in the Spirit and the Truth. So Athanasius; Basil the 
Great, in a passage full of the deepest theology, De Spir. Sancto^ 26 ; and 
Ambrose, De Spir. Sancto^ iii. 11, 81. 

' On these words see a remarkably able article by Ackermann in the 
TheoL Stud, und Krit, 1839, pp. 873-944, Ueber irvevfia^ vc^if, und Geist. 
It deals pp. 940-94.}. with this verso. 

' At least I have never traced it higher than the prefatory Epistle to his 
Commentary on Job : Divinus etenim sermo sicut mysteriis prudentes exercet, 
eic plerumque superficie simplioes refovet. Quasi quidam quippe est flavioa, 
ut ita dixerim, planus et altos, in quo et agnus ambulet et elephas natet. 
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and thus is it here. We should do little honour to the 
Lord's skill in teaching, his adaptation of his words to 
the needs of his hearers, if, seeking after high things, we 
failed to find in these words some simple truth, such as 
that poor ignorant woman with whom He talked was 
capable of grasping, and such as at that moment she 
needed. * God is a Spirit /' — we must not miss, assuredly 
she did i^ot miss, the significant image on which this 
word (spiritus from spirare, as nvevfia from nveo), 
reposes ;* like the wind therefore, to which He is likened, 
breathing and blowing where He will, penetrating every- 
where, owning no circumscriptions, tied to no place, 
neither to Mount Zion nor to Mount Garizim ; but rather 
filling all space with his presence (Ps. cxxxix. 7 ; 1 Kin. 
viii. 27 ; Isai. Ixvi. 1), in his essence and, as involved in 
this very title, free. On this it follows that ^ they who 
foorship Hinij must worship Htm in spirit and in truth ' — on 
aU which there has been already occasion to speak. 

How far, we may fitly pause for a moment to enquire, 
does a declaration like this of the spiritual character of 
all true worship exclude forms, how far does it allow 
them ? That it has not been counted to exclude them, 
the practice of the Church in all ages suflBciently declares. 
At the same time it must be accepted as, in the first place, 
stamping on them a subordinate and secondary character. 
They may be henceforth the vehicles of devotion ; they 
can never in the New Covenant themselves constitute 
devotion. Then too, secondly, it is plain that there is 
allowance here for only so much of these as there is a 
reasonable expectation can be taken up and quickened 

' It need hardlj be remarked {hat in the Hebrew or Aramaic, which the 
Lord in all likelihood epoke with this woman, the identity of spirit, breath, 
and wind is quite as strongly marked. 
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by the Spirit which is in the worshippers. So soon as 
ever they are in excess of this, directly they overlay the 
inner life, instead of setting it forth, are present for their 
own sakes, and not for the sake of something of which 
they are the bearers, directly they tempt men to stop 
short with them, instead of passing and pressing through 
them to Him who is behind them all, they are of the 
things which Christ intended here to exclude. The 
idiosyncrasies of men, of nations, of the same people at 
different epochs of its spiritual growth, are so various that it 
can never be easy to fix the exact point where what should 
nave been a help is in danger of becoming a hindrance. 
So long as man even at his best estate is at once weak 
and sinful, it will be always an alternative of dangers. 
On the one side, though worshipping One who is Spirit, 
he is not himself all spirit ; but body and spirit ; and 
as such craves a certain body for his devotions (a 
* spiritual body ' it should be), cannot afford for long not 
to find one ; the wine of devotion, having no vessels to 
hold it, will inevitably be spilt and lost. On the other 
hand, entirely lawful concessions to this just craving of the 
human heart may be turned into occasions of mischief. 
Over and over again God had need to cast a slight on his 
own temple-worship, its gifts and its sacrifices, when these 
had become not means any longer, but ends, to his 
people; not helps to bring them into his presence, but 
substitutes for that presence. And if that which was of 
divine appointment was itself thus liable to abuse, how 
much more that which is of man's devising. But it is 
impossible in a matter like this to do more than lay down 
the principle which should guide in rejecting or allowing. 
Nowhere will prudence, charity, mutual forbearance, bo 
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more needed than in the application of this principle ; for 
wherever the line is drawn, it is certain that some will 
have to tolerate more of forms than they think desirable, 
and others to put up with less. 

Something this poor sinner understands, but not much, 
of what has just been said to her. He with whom she 
speaks has brought her into deep waters, deeper than 
any in which she can find a footing, transported her 
into a sphere of truths far larger than she can grasp. 
This setting aside at once and for ever of the controversy 
between her people and bis people, as something of no 
future interest whatever, this setting forth to her of an- 
other Father beside that * father Jacob,* this worship in 
spirit and in truth, there is that in her which dimly and 
obscurely responds to it all. We may take her words 
which follow, * / know that Messias comethy which is called 
Christ ; when He is come, He will tell us all thing s^^ — as 
a cry of helplessness. * I see not my way in this new 
world into which Thou hast brought me; but one is 
coming, the Messias, the Prophet promised to our fathers ; 
I can only wait in confidence that He will lead us into all 
truth, tell us all which it most concerns us to know.' At 
the same time there pierces through her words, as it seems 
to me, a timid presage and presentiment, such as she 
hardly dares own, much less ventures to utter, *Thou 
perhaps art He whom we look for.' 

The word ^Messias' occurs only twice in the New 
Testament; here, and in Andrew's announcement to 
his brother Peter, of the Saviour whom he has found 

^ There are two curioas examples of this same a^onming of perplexed aiicl 
difficult questions to the decisioa of a prophet that should oome hereafter 
in the Macoabsdan times (i Maoc. iv. 46 ; ziv. 41). 
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(John i. 41). It is there explained by the Evangelist as 
^ being interpreted, The Christ/ or The Anointed ; the title 
being drawn first from Ps. ii. 2 ; xix. 7 (xx. 6. E. V.) ; and 
then from Dan. ix. 25, 26. It is exceedingly difficult to 
say whether * whv:h is called Christ,' is here also an inter- 
calation of the Evangelist, or a part of her designation of 
the Saviour whom she looks for. That St. John has ex- 
plained ^ Messias ' once does not make it the least unlikely 
that he should explain it again; for see xi. 16; xx. 24; 
xxi. 2 ; indeed the fact that he has done so before leads 
me on the whole to conclude that he is doing so again, 
and that these words are not the woman's, though they 
would have fitted in very well to her speech, but the 
Evangelist's. As neither Psalms nor Prophets were ac- 
cepted by the Samaritans, the name * Messias' must have 
made its way to them from the theological schools of the 
Jews. With the exception of the name, there is nothing 
in their expectation of the Messiah which she might not 
have derived from that Pentateuch, which and which 
only, as is familiar to all, the Samaritans received. To 
this day they mainly ground their expectations of a 
Messiah on Deut. xviii 15-19 — ^a true foreshowing of Him ; 
but at the same time, if taken alone, a most meagre and 
inadequate one, as giving no hint either of his kingly or 
priestly office, but of his prophetic only ; even, as it will 
be observed, it is only prophetic functions which she 
ascribes to Him here.^ 

It is not a little remarkable that our Lord, who so 
carefully concealed from the multitude of his Jewish 

' The rise of at least one false Christ aboat this same time, or a little 
later, among the Samaritans — I refer in particalar to Dosithens, — is evidence 
that Messias-hopos and expectations were stirring among them no less than 
among the Jews. 
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followers the fact of His Messiahship, beyond the circle 
of his own disciples revealing it but to one (John ix. 31), 
who so strictly charged the disciples themselves that they 
should not make Him known (Matt. xvi. 20) , sealing with * 
the seal of absolute silence the lips of the three who had | 
been witnesses of his Transfiguration (Matt. xvii. 9 ; Mark 
ix. 9), does yet here announce Himself without reserve to 
this Samaritan woman, and not to her only, but to the 
Samaritans in general during his brief sojourn among 
them, so that before He quits them they confess, * This is 
indeed the Christy the Samour of the world ' (ver . 42). And 
yet the different dealing in the different circumstances is 
intelligible enough. One of our Lord's chief difl&culties' 
during the whole course of his ministry among his own 
people was to keep that ministry clear of political excite- 
ments, to avoid rousing those turbulent expectations 
of a change in their outer condition, which the Jewish 
multitude associated most closely with the coming of 
Messiah. Thus so soon as ever these supposed that they 
beheld such in Him, they sought, we are told, ^ to take 
Him by force, and to make Him a king' (John vi. 15), to 
carry Him away with them and instal Him at once as 
King Messiah at Jerusalem — He to avoid this being 
obliged to conceal Himself from them ; even as nothing 
would have so effectually marred and brought to ruin 
his whole work as any attempt of the kind, and this 
whether it were defeated at once, or crowned with a tem- 
porary success. There were other reasons, no doubt, 
which will help to explain why Luther's work abode, 
and Savonarola's came to nothing; yet this, no doubt, 
was a chief reason, namely that Luther's was a Church 
Reformation and nothing else, leaving any other to follow, 
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as follow in its own good time it must ; while that of the 
Italian friar would fain have been a Reformation of the 
Church and State in one. But the Samaritan expectation 
of a Messiah, if in some respects weaker and feebler, was 
yet mingled with far fewer disturbing elements; not to 
say that the acceptance of a Jewish Messiah upon their 
parts could arouse no worldly hopes or expectations in 
their hearts ; nay rather must sound the death-knell of 
any proud hopes for their nation which they hitherto 
may have cherished, and caused them to bid a lasting 
farewell to these.* To them, to this woman, and after- 
wards to her fellow-countrymen, He could declare Him- 
self without fear of the consequences, and He did so : * / 
that speak with thee am He'^ What a glorious fulfilment 
this of Isai. Ixv. i : * I said, Behold Me, behold Me, unto 
a nation that was not called by my name.' 

* And upon this^ came his disciples and marvelled that 
He talked with the woman! ' The oriental contempt of 
woman speaks out very strongly in the sayings of the 
Jewish Rabbis, and at this time the disciples had not 

* Godet (Commentaire »ur VEvangile de 8, Jean) : Quelle oontraste eatre 
la Dotiou du Messie telle que Pexprime cctt-e femme [ver. 25], et les notioos 
charnelles et de nature toute politique que J^sus rencontrait saus cesse en 
Israel 8ur ce sujet ! Sans doute r^l^ment rojal manque k la notion samari- 
taine dn Messie. Mais combien Tabsence de cet ^l^ment n*est-elle pas 
pr^fSnihle il Talt^ration profonde qu'il avait 8ubie chez les Juifs ! LMd^ est 
incomplete, mais non pas fausse; et voiU pourquoi J^sus peut se Tappliquer, 
et se dire ici le Christ, co qn'il n^a fait en Isradl qu^an dernier moment 
(xvii. 3 ; Matt. xxvi. 64). 

' Let it be permitted to adapt to this poor bondwoman of sin, at this blessed 
crisis of her life, words written long before concerning another bondwomao^ 
when grace, though far lower grace than this, was vouchsafed also to her: 
KoX avi<ft^ev 6 Oebg tov^ b<pOaXfiovc ovrvCf ifoi elSe ^ap vSaroc ^Cnrroc (G^n. 
xxi. 19). 

' There are some beautiful remarks on Ohrist^s relations to women, and 
the influence lie exerted on them, in Guizot^s Meditations on the Euence of 
Christianity^ Eighth Meditation^ p. 281, English translation. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHRIST AND THE SAMARITAN WOMAN. 127 

themselves unlearned it. Yet while they marvelled, they 
were at the same time hindered by respect and awe from 
expressing their surprise : ^Yet no man saidy What seekest 
Thou? or. Why talkest Thou with her?' None ventured to 
ask the reason of this unusual conversation (John xxi. 12). 
Evidently it never entered into their thoughts that what 
He was asking from her was her faith; that what He 
was talking about with her was the worship of the Father 
in spirit and in truth. Meanwhile the woman, availing 
herself of their arrival, which naturally caused a pause 
and break in the conversation, quits the spot — but this 
in the hope that she may presently return again, and not 
return alone. 

As a sort of pledge of this her return, or perhaps rather 
in the forgetfulness of a great joy, ^ she left her water-pot^ 
as apostles before her had left their nets (Matt. iv. 20) ; so 
soon has she learned to prefer the water which Christ 
gives to the fountain which Jacob gave ; ^ and went her 
way into the dtt/y and saith unto the men, Come, see a man^ 
which told me all things that ever I did' Little as she 
could have desired at other times to direct attention to 
the events of a life which could ill bear any very close 
inspection, all shame of this kind is for the present over- 
borne and swallowed up in feelings of wonder and of joy. 
This ^all things that ever I did' must, of course, be taken 
as the exaggeration of one still lost in amazement at that 
marvellous revelation of the leading outlines and so many 
of the mournful secrets of her past history. It is with 
her now as with him whom St. Paul contemplates as 
coming into the Christian assembly, who is there ^ con- 
vinced of all, and judged of all ; and thus are the secrets 
of his heart made manifest, and so falling down on bis 
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fiace, he will worship God, and report that God is in you 
of a truth' (i Cor. xiv. 24, 25). Such a judgment, and 
one still higher, she has formed of Him who had thus 
made manifest the secrets of her heart and life : ^ Is not 
this the Christ?' A more accurate rendering of her 
question, * Whether is this the Christ ?\ would not really 
alter the meaning ; only instead of seeking to force her 
own conviction on those whom she addresses, she will be 
rather putting it to them to judge, and to draw con- 
clusions of their own. The character of this woman, the 
scandals of whose life must have been suflSciently notorious, 
can have added no particular weight to the announce- 
ment which she now made, or to the invitations to her 
fellow-townsmen which she gave ; yet her evident earnest- 
ness, with the strength of her own convictions lending 
force to her words, overbears all other considerations. 
They do not hesitate, but at her invitation ^ they went out 
of the dti/j and came unto Him J 

In the interval between her departure and their arrival 
a short but deeply interesting discourse between the Lord 
and his disciples has found place. We know from ver. 8 
that ^his disciples were gone away unto the city to hv^ 
meat' They have prepared the food which they had 
bought, and now they Sprayed Him, saying^ Master^ eai' 
But since then a higher spiritual joy has suspended all 
sense of a lower bodily necessity : ^ / have meat to eat that 
ye know not of J Let them eat; but for Himself He 
needs not this earthly sustenance.^ As his thirst had been 
not so much after the water of Jacob's well as after her 
conversion who had come to draw water thence, so now 

* This is no doabt the force of that iyoi ppuatv Ix*^ in which He tacitlj 
distinguishes Himself who needed not, from them who needed, this food. 
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his hunger is not for the food which they have prepared, 
but for those whom He beholds akeady hastening from 
the neighbouring city, that they may hear and receive 
his word. The disciples, perplexed, can only suppose 
that supplies have been brought Him from some quarter 
of which they are ignorant : * They say one to another^ 
Hath any man brought Him aught to eat f He explains his 
meaning, and of what meat He is speaking : ^ My meat is to 
do the will of Him that sent Me'^ (cf. Ps. xl. 8) ; this was 
the ^ hidden manna ' that He spake of, ^ sweeter,' as the 
Psalmist long before had said, Uhan honey and the 
honeycomb' (Ps. xix. 10; cxix. 103); ' and to finish^ his 
work' With such zeal did He set Himself to the carrying 
through of this, which his Father had set Him to accom- 
plish, that a little later He could say, ^ I have finished the 
work which Thou gavest Me to do ' (John xvii. 4). In 
these words there is involved an answer to that question 
of theirs, which they longedf but did not venture, to put to 
Him, namely, why 'He talked with the woman' They could 
not now fail to understand that his conversation with her 
had no trivial motive, that it was for the winning of her into 
that kingdom of grace which his Father had sent Him into 
this world, and anointed Him with the Spirit, at once to 
declare and to found (Isai. Ixi. 1-3). If any doubt ex- 
isted on this point, the words which follow (ver. 35-38), 

* One of the Apocryphal Gospels, the Protevangelium Jaeohi Mirumi, c i. 
supplies an interesting parallel. Joachim, the father of the Blessed Virgin, 
retiring to the wilderness, declares his resolve to fast there till €k>d shall 
grant him his hearths desire ; koI iorai ftoi ^ evxi ppofia /ax2 nd/M. 

* Lampe : Vox rOiEidti, a riXoc, designat non solum opas ad finem dncere, 
sed etiam ita, at acta omnee illas partes et qoalitates haheat, qaie ad opos 
illad reqairehantar, atqae adeo at respondeat secandam omnes partes sa» 
delineationi, saoqne scopo, cai est destinatum (Act zx. 14 ; Jao. ii. la ; 
I Joh. ii. 5 J ir, la, 17, 18). 
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difficult though in some details they are to us, would 
have removed it. 

The passage, I have just said, is difficult — more so, as it 
seems to me, than is generally recognized, and almost every 
explanation of it is encumbered with its own embarrass- 
ments. However satisfactory an explanation may prove 
in one part, it is almost sure to be forced and artificial in 
another. There is always something unreal in the going 
off into general observations on the relations between the 
spiritual sower and the spiritual reaper. What we almost 
always seem to want is some explanation which shall more 
closely attach these verses to the events which at the moment 
are actually going forward, and on which these words are 
a commentary. The interpretation which follows appears 
to me to possess this recommendation. And first, the Lord 
reminds his disciples of some words which, no doubt, had 
lately fallen from their lips, as they looked out on that 
broad expanse of corn-land, which, as modern travellers 
assure us, stretches out before the eyes of one who stands, 
as they stood, beside Jacob's well: ^ 8a^ not ye^ There 
are yet four months^ and then cometh harvest V So it may 
be in the harvest of nature ; but in the harvest of grace 
there is a quicker ripening than this : ^ Behold^ I say 
unto youj Lift up your eyes (cf. Gen. xiii. 14, 15), and look 
on the fields J for they are white already to harvest^ (cf. 
Isai. xlix. 18 ; Ix. 4). That they may understand of what 
harvest He is speaking. He directs their attention to the 
multitude already covering the space that lay between 
the city and the place where they stood, and who were 
only waiting, so to speak, to be gathered into the heavenly 
garners. 

He proceeds to encourage his disciples to a work thus 
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made ready to their hands, addresses to them an exhorta- 
tion, the same which the prophet Joel had addressed to 
others long before : * Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest 
is ripe ' (iii. 13) ; but he bidding to a harvest of death, 
Christ to a harvest of life : * and he that reapeth receiveth 
wages^ — or better, receiveth a rewardy^ — ^ and gathereth 
fi'uit unto life etemciL.^ Here is a twofold magnifying of the 
spiritual reaper's office ; he has his own reward, by anti- 
cipation and in part upon earth ; he has it in, full fruition 
in heaven ; and, in addition to this, he ministers salvation 
to others; for this 'gathereth fruit unto life etemaV I 
cannot understand, with Hengstenberg and others, layeth 
up a further and heavenly reward for himself , for the 
^ fruit' (xapTtog) is identical with the ^harvest' {0Epi(J[i6g)y 
and any interpretation which separates them brings con- 
fusion into the whole passage ; cf. Matt. xiii. 30 ; iii. 12. 
His work, then, having these two promises, is neither an 
ill-requited nor a mean one; not ill-requited, for he 
receives a reward ; nor mean, for his harvest is of souls, 
which shall be saved through Christ for ever.* But 
why has the Lord of the harvest thus graciously brought 
to this early ripeness that harvest now spread forth before 
their eyes ? The answer follows : * that both he that 

» Mia$6^^ a word not seldom used for that * reward' which of free grace 
God reserves for His servants here and hereafter, Matt v. 11; x. 41, 4a; 
I Oor iii. 8, 14 ; 1 John viii. 

' Juvencus in the following lines, which are a favourable specimen of 
his poetry, gives, as it seems to me, the right explanation {Boang. Hist ii 
313): 

Qnatuor hinc menses Isetso ad primordia messia 

FrngifersB OQStatis certe superesse pntatis. 

Erigite ergo oculos, albeutes cernite campos, 

Gunctaqae matnratn Jam rara exposcere messem. 

Nunc quicnnqne metet, pnlchri mercede laboria, 

Yitalique dehinc gaudebit fruge redandans, 

£t sator accipiet messorum gaadia Isetas. 
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aowethy and he that reapeth, may ryoice together J Here 
the emphasis must lie on the concluding word, ^ together' 
Seldom indeed can this be the case. There is too often 
an interval^ not seldom a long and dreary one, between a 
sowing and a reaping time. Often before the reaping 
time has arrived, the sower is in his grave. If both of 
them rejoice^ yet seldom is it one and the same jubilee 
which they celebrate together, such as that which Christ 
announced that He is now about to celebrate in common 
with His disciples. 

^ And herein^'-^m that which has just happened and is 
happening, — ^ie that sat/vng true, the proverb approves 
itself to be a genuine one, finding its fulfilment, as a pro-> 
verb worthy of the name will do, in the actual events of 
life, ^ One aoweth and another reapeth'^ There is no 
exception in the present instance to the general law, that 
men enter on the labours of their predecessors. ^Tou,' 
the Lord would say, ^are about to enter upon mine.' 
This monition shall keep them humble, whatever suc- 
cesses may await them. ^ You desired just now to know 
why I talked with the woman, what I could ha\e been 
seeking from her. I was a sower then, you shall be 
reapers in the harvest which from that sowing has so 
quickly sprung up. / sent you to reap that whereon ye 
bestowed no labour J" We best understand this past, */ 
amt you' (dTticTTftXa), by supposing our Lord to travel 

* The words in the Jjax of Sophocles, 645, 

aXX* k<rf akrfiil^ ^ Pporuv itapotula^ 

are not exactly parallel. Ajaz tiiere affirms the proyerh which he cites to 
contain a mazimi not false, hut true^ therefore ak^q : oar Lord affirms this 
sajing which He has cited to be a genuine one, to be ahfitv6^^ sach as 
deserves to pass master, and to take its place among the recognized sajrings 
of men. 
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back in thought^ and to plant Himself^ as He speaks^ at 
the moment when He first gave them their commission^ 
sent them forth as ambassadors of his grace, labourers in 
his harvest field.^ ^ Other men laboured^ and ye are 
entered into their Idbowrs.^ This plural, ^ other wen/ or 
* others, as it would be better rendered, must not lead ua 
astray, as it has led so many, and induce us to refer this 
to the prophets and other principal labourers in the older 
Covenant, who underwent their hard apprenticeship under 
the Law (Gal. iv. 3; Acts xv. 10); as though the anti- 
thesis were between them and the apostles of the New. 
It is rather between Christ Himself and his apostles; 
between the Master and the servants, not between two 
different companies of the servants. He is the sower, they 
are the reapers ; and as compared with his labours, theirs 
might be esteemed as none at all. What a glimpse have 
we here of the travail of his soul in the redemption of 
mankind — when He who certainly would not underrate 
what his servants wrought for Him, nor forget any labour 
of their love (Rev. ii. 2, 3), could yet speak in such a 
language as this ; all this labour and all this toil of theirs 
quite disappearing from his sight, when brought side to 
side with his own.* Truly He trod the winepress alone ; 
and of this He counts it good to remind them at the 
present moment, who were about to share with Him 
in the triumphs of the time. 

^ So when the Samaritans were come unto Him, they 

' Lampe : Utitar tempore prsoterito, Ego misi vos, quin missio eonim a 
▼ocatione Ohristi incipiebat, licet deinceps oomplementam snom acceperit. 

* We may profitably bring together, we were probablj meant to bring 
together, the KeKomdKaaiv of thia ver. 38, and the 6 obv *Iffcovc KiKtrntax^c of 
ver. 6. 
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besought Htm that He would tarry with them.' While 
orthodox Jews besought Him that He would depart out 
of their coasts (Matt. viii. 34), drove Him with violence 
(Luke iv. 29), or plotted to scare Him by fraud (Luke 
xiii. 31,32), from among them, poor heretical Samaritans 
make it their petition that He would tarry with them ; so 
have the first become last, and the last first. Nor did 
they make this petition in vain. Although during his 
earthly ministry sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, so that his personal contact with any other was 
exceptional, and in one way or other was noted as such, 
^ He abode there two days* Assuredly these days were in- 
finitely precious to many — He during them preparing their 
hearts for that glad and free acceptance of the message of 
the Gospel, which after his resurrection it is recorded that 
Philip found in * a city of Samaria ' (Acts viii. 5), it is 
difficult not to think in this city, the headquarters of the 
Samaritan worship— and, as it would seem, * in many vil- 
lages of the Samaritans ' as well (ver. 25). Nor were these 
days of preparation only. This, as He has intimated 
already, was a sowing time and a reaping time all in one 
— the two^ drawn into marvellous nearness with one 
another. The Evangelist gives us assurance of this, in- 
forming us as He does, that * many more believed because 
of his word/ and these, having believed, ^ ^aiii unto the 
woman. Now we believe^ not because of thy saying ; for 
we have heard Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed 
the Christ, the Saviour of the worW St. John loves to 
mark the advancing steps of faith, and how those who 
believe come to believe more strongly, pass on from faith 
to faith, from a weaker to a firmer, from a lower to a 
higher; compare ii. 11 ; xvi. 30; xx. 8. This speech of 
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her fellow-townsmen to the woman has nothing rude or 
oflTensive^ about it, rather, indeed, the contrary : * We set 
our own seals to the truth of thy report. We have lieard 
Him ourselvesy the gracious words which He speaks, the 
authority with which He speaks them ; He has so com- 
mended Himself to us, with such demonstration of the 
truth, that we bow to his claims, and, quite irrespective of 
any witness of thine, take Him for what He avouches 
Himself to be, the Christy the Saviour of the worW 

The fact that the Scripture allows and accepts this 
confession of theirs, sees in it not an act of credulity but 
of faith, and this, notwithstanding the very slight external 
proofs which to them He could have produced, attesting and 
making good his pretensions to be the Messiah, is very in- 
structive. It is an evidence that the Scripture ascribes to 
man a spiritual organ for the recognition of the highest 
truth, when this is presented to him ; that it regards the 
truth, — and Christ is the Truth (John xiv. 6), — as avr<5- 
TtoTTog, visible by its own light, and carrying its own con- 
viction with it. In all this matter the woman may be 
said to have fulfilled for her fellow-countrymen the office 
which the Church fulfils for her children. She too wit- 
nesses of Christ ; and then those brought to Him through 
this witness find in Him such fulness of grace and truth, 
that they set to their own seals that He is the Christ, and 
have another and a better witness of this in themselves.^ 

' Some indeed have urged that AoAui, by which the Samaritans describe 
the report of the woman, is properly fforruloiu talk ; thus Oalvin : Videntur 
jactare Samaritani sibi solidius jam esse fulcrum quam in lingu& mulieris, 
quffi ut plurimum futilis esse solet. But ^a?ud has no such slighting usage 
in Scripture ; at John viii. 43 it is ascribed to Christ. 

* Grotins: Not4runt veteres in hAc Samaritidi Ecclesics esse figurara, 
qu» nos adducit ad verbum divinum; nos verbo, maxime propter ipsins 
mijestatem et sanctitatem, credimus. Confer i Keg. x. 6, 7. 
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This is the only occasion on which the phrase, ^Saviour 
of the worldy appears in the Gospels, as only once else- 
where in the New Testament, namely, in the First Epistle 
of St. John (iv. 14; cf. 1 Tim. iv. 10). Remarkably 
enough, though when we look a little closer most naturally, 
it occurs first on the lips of these Samaritan converts. 
Such language, with the mighty truth which was bound 
up with it, was still a long way off from Jewish thought, 
had not as yet risen above the horizon in the minds of 
apostles themselves ; for these, even after the Resurrec- 
tion itself, demanded, ^Wilt Thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?' (Acts i. 6; cf. Luke i. 68- 
79; xxiv. 21) by their question testifying that their 
horizon reached no further than this, that this restoration 
was the ultimate limit of their hopes ; even as the first 
half of the Book of Acts gives evidence how slowly, with 
how many reluctancies on the part of some, it broke upon 
their minds that theirs was a commission as wide as the 
world, that their risen Lord was not King of Israel only^ 
but ^Saviour of the world' as well. 

Many circumstances made the reception of this truth 
easier to Samaritans. When they had once accepted 
Jesus as the Messiah, there was every inducement at work 
in their minds to contemplate Him not so much this King 
of Israel, as the Saviour of the world. From his lips 
they no doubt had learned, as the woman who first 
brought them to Him had learned, that their pretensions 
as the seed of Abraham were utterly baseless, that only 
as He was this Saviour of all men could they have any 
part or lot in Him.^ The Jew might cling to his exclusive 

' Calvin : Oolliglmns Evangelii sunmiam intra bidanm familiarius illia 
faisse a Christo traditam, qnam hactenns Hierosolymsd fniaset. £t Ohristoa 
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prerogatives, and passionately refuse to forego them. 
These Samaritans were under no such temptation. Such 
exclusive prerogatives were not, and never had been, 
theirs. In their acknowledgment of a Jewish Messiah 
they have passed a judgment on the whole past religious 
history of their nation^ have confessed that, which up to 
this moment they had so obstinately denied, that ^ salvor 
tion is of the Jews;' and it only remained for them to 
accept that place which in the economy of this ' salvation' 
was assigned to them, to rejoice that, although * 0/ the 
JewSj' it was not for them alone ; to welcome Him who, 
being first King of Israel, was also Saviour of the world.^ 

salatem qnam attnlerat, toti mnndo oommiinem esse testatns est, quo melius 
intelligerent ad se qaoqne pertinere. Keque enim tanqnam legitimos 
liaredes ad participandam salutis gratiam eos Tooavit, sed docait se yenisse 
nt in Dei familiam extraneos admitteret, ao paoem afferret iis qoi proonl 
erant 

^ Some preparations they may have foond for this in the prophecy of the 
Bhiloh, * Unto Him shall the gathering 0/ th$ people be ' (G^en. xlix. 10). 
It is true that the Samaritans of the present day refer this to Solomon ; 
bnt of old they referred it and rightly, to the Messiah (Hengstenberg, 
Christologis^ voh i. p. 76. Compare three mstraotlTe sermons by Bishop 
Horsley, Sermom^ 1S29, voL L pp. 364-415). 
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Mark iiL 17. 

The mention of the new name given by the Lord to the 
two sons of Zebedee is ope of the innumerable precious 
notices which we owe exclusively to St. Mark. From 
him alone we learn that the three foremost apostles^ equal 
in so much else, were also equal in this, that they all 
obtained a new name, and that name imposed on them 
by the Lord Himself. Yet this new and magnificent 
title of ' Boanerges^' or ^sons of thunder y' with which 
the two sons of Zebedee were adorned, is not without its 
difficulties and obscurities. For, leaving out of sight 
those of the formation of the word, which are not in- 
considerable, it must strike every thoughtful reader as 
remarkable, that while the name Peter, or its Aramaic 
equivalent Cephas, just before recorded as added by the 
Lord to Simon, recurs continually in the sacred narrative, 
is so stamped upon him as in the end almost entirely to 
displace the name which he bore while yet a fisher not of 
men but of fishes, this name, the imposition of which is 
related in exactly the same language and with the same 
emphasis, never once reappears in Scripture ; ^ you never 
find James called Boanerges, or John so called, either by 
themselves or by others' (Lightfoot). 
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Various explanations of this fact have been offered. 
Thus it has been ingeniously suggested that the name 
was, so to speak, a dual name, and belonged to the two 
apostles, not severally and independently one of the other, 
but only as a brother-pair, and in their connexion one with 
the other, in the same way that Dioscuri belonged to 
Castor and Pollux, or to Zethus and Amphion; which 
being so, the occasions of its use must have been of rarest 
occurrence, and with the early death of James (Acts 
xiL 2) must have ceased altogether, the name itself be- 
coming, as one might say, extinct with him.^ And yet, 
ingenious as this explanation must be owned to be, it is 
doubly at fault. Even granting that this was such a dual 
name, and only proper as applied to the pair, yet of such 
opportunities for its use quite sufficient occur in the 
Gospel history to prove the inadequacy of this explana- 
tion. The two make together their petition that they 
may have the first and foremost places in Christ's king- 
dom (Mark x. 37). Together they propose to call down 
fire on the inhospitable village of the Samaritans (Luke 
ix. 54). They are named together as accompanying 
Peter on that night made memorable by the second 
miraculous draught of fishes (John xxi. 2). But besides 
all this, the assumption on which the explanation rests is 
erroneous. There may be some ambiguity in our Version. 
* He surnamed them Boanerges ;'^ but there is none in the 
original Anyone turning to it will at once perceive that 
St. Mark distinctly implies that each of the twain, by 
himself and apart from the other, was by the Lord called 
a ^ son of thunder ;' that, while the Evangelist records the 
^name' Peter as given to Simon, when he tells of James 
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and John it is no longer the ^name' (Svofia) but the 
^ names ' {6v6(juira), ' sans of thunder, which they receive ; 
and thus no room is left for such a solution of the diffi- 
culty. But may not this difficulty be of a much simpler 
solution? Of no other than this, that the surname 
Boanerges, being common to both apostles, would not 
have sufficiently designated which of them was intended ; 
and that this inconvenience may have hindered it from 
ever growing into an appellation ; which, indeed, there was 
no need that it should do, having been given with quite 
another object and intention. 

A more important question lies behind this — ^What was 
the meaning and purpose of this name ? That it was in- 
tended as a name of honour was never for an instant 
doubted by Christian antiquity; and indeed, since all 
acknowledge the title given to Simon, which immediately 
precedes it, to have been such an honourable super- 
addition, it seems wholly inconceivable that there should 
have been another name imposed on two other of the 
Elect Twelve in quite a different intention and spirit. In- 
deed there are few interpretations of Holy Scripture 
more monstrous in their kind than that other supposition, 
namely, that the two sons of Zebedee acquired this 
addition, ^sons of thunder,^ from the untimely and 
passionate request of theirs, that they might be allowed 
to call down fire from heaven on the inhabitants of that 
churlish Samaritan village (Luke ix. 54). Calmet was, 
I believe, the first who started this explanation,^ at least 
I have not seen it traced to an earlier source, but it has 
found much acceptance since, l^hus Tholuck, as quoted 

* In his JHctionnairej 1730 
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below,^ assumes it as certain, and affirms that the name 
was imposed upon them ^ to remind them evermore of that 
inner foe with whom they needed to contend/ 

But not to urge that there is nothing about thunder 
in that passage, nor yet at 2 Kin. i. 9-11, to the pre- 
cedent of which the two apostles avowedly refer (^as 
Elias did'), the deriving of their name from this fault 
of theirs goes counter to the whole tenour and analogy 
of Scripture. The new name there is evermore the 
expressing and fixing of the new nature ; it is the record 
of some notable achievement, some glorious confession by 
word or deed, through which the servant of God, who 
thus wins this name, has been permanently lifted up into 
a higher region of being than that which he moved in 
before (Gen. xxxii. 26 j Judg. vi. 32 ; Acts iv. 36, 37 ; 
Matt. xvi. 18). It marks some signal epoch or crisis of 
his spiritual life, which with its results by aid of this new 
title is stamped upon him for ever (Num. xiii. 16 ; Gen« 
xvii. 5, 15). The essence then of the new name being 
throughout all the rest of Scripture at once the expressing 
and the fixing of the new nature, it is quite impossible 
that here it should be exactly the reverse ; namely, the 
seizing of a transient and momentary outcoming of the 
old nature, and the imparting of a fixity and permanence 
to that. Simon's habitual firmness, not his momentary 
weakness, his confession, not his denial, of his Lord, was in- 
corporated in his name, Cephas, or Peter, or the Rock ; nor 
can we doubt that in like manner the Lord expressed at 

' Wir finden ein blindes natdrlicbes Feoer bei ihm [Johannes] in Jenem 
Zage, der Lao. ix. 54 erz&hit wird. Die hierbei bewiesene Gesinnnng sobeini 
tiof aofl seinem Oharacter hervorgegangen zu sein, denn Gliristns legte wegen 
dieses Unfklls ibtn nnd seinem Brader den Namen fioavepiyic, vid ppovr^ 
bei, nm sie immer an ihren innern Feind so erinnern. 
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once the noblest and most characteristic features of these 
two apostles in this designation which he gave them. 
Even in the kingdoms of this world a king does not fasten 
on one of his noblest and^ most honourable captains a 
title which shall remind of his single defeat^ but rather 
one which shall be the abiding record of the most glorious 
victories which he has won. Not Teneriffe, but the Nile, 
IS bound up with Nelson's title. And if thus in this lower 
world of ours, how much more certainly in the kingdom 
of grace. 

It is not easy to see what the motive was for abandon- 
ing the earlier exposition. It is true that we cannot link 
the giving of this name with any particular incident in 
the lives of these two, as we can the new name which 
Abram (Gen. xvii. 5), which Jacob (Gen. xxxii. 28), 
which Gideon (Jud. vi. 32), which Simon (Matt. xvL 16- 
18), which Joses (Acts iv. 36), and perhaps also which 
Saul (Acts xiii. 7-9) acquired, with incidents in their 
lives. It must be allowed also that the usual conception 
of St. John, and of the character of his ministry, is some- 
what diflFerent from that of a ' son of thunder' And yet a 
little deeper insight into the matter will, I am persuaded, 
afford us much which will help tx) explain and justify the 
bearing of this name by his brother and by himself.^ 

There can, of course, be no diflGiculty in regard to 
St. James. We have not, indeed, very much in his history 
accounting for and illustrating this name ; but then we 

' Tillemont : J^as-Christ en les sppellaot 4 Tapostolat, lenr donna le 
snrnom de Boanerges pour marqiier la fermet6 et la grandeur de lear foy, 
et parcequlls (;l4)ient destines k faire feclater la m^est^ de Dieu dans toni 
Tunivers, h ne pas aimer la terre, niais k la faire trembler pour la soamettre 
k Jdsus-Clirist, 4 ne point oraindre toute la puissance des hommea, malt k 
ae tenir tonjuurs 61ev^ au-dessos d^enz. 
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have not much in any shape about him ; and in what we 
have there is nothing which does not perfectly agree 
with, or even confirm, we may say, its fitness. And here, 
indeed, when we are gathering notices which ^should 
account for their being so called, that fiery zeal of his 
and of his brother, who would have burnt up the village 
that refused the shelter of a night to their Lord, may be 
fitly add«ced as illustrating this title, though utterly mis- 
leading when cited as explaining and justifying it. It 
illustrates this title, because it shews us what in these two 
apostles was the natural groundwork of their character; 
a groundwork which Christ certainly did not dissolve ; 
but rather, callipg them these * sons of thunder^ recog- 
nized ; even while by the same act He pledged Himself 
to purify it from whatever of earthly and carnal mingled 
with it, and threatened to spoil it. The very failings 
which on that memorable occasion the brother apostles 
displayed were failings of no common souls; were as 
luxuriant weed3, which, weeds as they weYis, testified for 
the richness of the soil out of which they sprang and its 
capacity for bearing the very noblest fruits.. In their 
sense of righteousness and judgment, in their indignation 
against sin, — all this, indeed, displaying itself in an im- 
patient and untimely severity, which would have consumed 
the sinners and the sin together, rather than the sin 
alone, with a saving alive of the sinners, — we see the 'sons 
of thunder' on their natural side, and as they would have 
been but for that grace, which, retaining and exalting all 
the good of the natural character, did at the same time 
transform it from human to divine, separate all the 
drossy elements of earth, and retain only the pure gold of 
heaven. 
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And the early martyrdom of James^ the fact that he, 
first, of the apostles^ stained with his blood the perse- 
cutor's sword (Acts xii. 2), we may accept this as a 
farther attestation that he indeed was all that his name 
implied. A ^son 0/ thundery and as such, arousing, 
startling, terrifying, he may have caused the thunders of 
the divine displeasure against sin to be heard with a 
clearness and an energy which drew on him the peculiar 
and early hatred of the ungodly world ^ — the holiness of 
his life lending additional weight and terror to his words 
'—for in him, no doubt, that saying will have found its 
fullest application, * Cujus vita fulgor, ejus verba tonitrua/ 

And then, in, respect of John, much of the embarrass- 
ment which some feel, when they would make an estimate 
of what in him there is to justify this title, arises from 
their leaving the Apocalypse out of consideration (it is 
singular how often thb is done), and regarding St. John 
as if he were the author of the Gospel and Epistles alone. 
Certainly those who forget the Apocalypse, or adjudge its 
authorship to some other than St John, must find this 
word of the Lord's only inadequately fulfilled in the 
writings which will then remain to him. For without 
denying that much in his Gospel too is like thunder out 
of a clear heaven, — the Fathers were especially fond of 
quoting in proof the very opening words of the Gospel,* 
— ^yct in the Apocalypse those which eminently may be 
called the thunder-voices make themselves to be heard, 
and do so with a greater loudness and distinctness than 

*So Chrjaostom (Horn. 56 in M<Ut.): tAro y^ ^ o^p^ koL flofAc 
lovdaiotCf ug Kol rdv ^UpCSifv raimpf dopedv fuyUmpf vofiiatu x^^P^*'"^^ ^^ 
lovdaiM/^^ et huTivov aviXoi, 

* See Snioer, 7%#». i. y. PfMvHj. 
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iu any other book of the New Testament-* It need not 
be observed that the thunder in Scripture is no mere 
natural phenomenon. We do not read there that ii 
thunders, but that God thunders.' It is there evermore 
regarded as the voice of God (Ps. xviii. 13 ; xxix. 3 ; 
Ixviil 33 ; Ixxvii. 18 ; cLv. 7 ; Job xxvi. 14 ; xxxvii. 4, 5 ; 
xl. 9 ; 1 Sam. vii. 10, LXX.), and especially as the voice of 
his displeasure against the sine of men,(i Sam. xii. 17, i8)* 
The terror which it inspires sprmgs from the interpreta- 
tion of it which everyone unconsciously makes, from the 
sense which everyone has, that it is such a voice in nature, 
with which God is speaking, and speaking in anger, to a 
sinful world.' And what book is there in Scripture so 
full of these voices of God as that with which the Canon 
is sealed ? Nor certainly can it be regarded as a mere 
accident that, with the exception of this passage ahout 
St. John, only in his own writings is there any mention 
of thunder in the New Testament at all. In his Gospel, 



> B^xn^d^6woc is an epithet given in the Greek Oharch to St. John. The 
brothers received the name of * 9<m» of thundsr^^ in Theophjlact's words 
«C fieyaXoK^pvKOC koI ^eoXoryucordrovc. Epiphanins says of St. John: v2dc 
ivToc PpovT^ 1^7 oucela fieyaXo64Jvl^ Ixntp kx TtvCiv ve^Xuv ruv nyf <n)^azf 
tuvtyiiAruv Hjiv tvctprj ^fuv hrvotav tov Tlov hvfjia. See the valnahle collec- 
tion of passages from the Greek Fathers in Saioer, Tha. s. v. ppoirrif. 
Bengel among moderns has well expressed the same : Magnifica appellatio. 
Tonitru in Scriptnr4 et terrihile et festivnm qaiddam est Evangelinm item 
mnndam terret, piis l»titiam et fraotnm a^ert That th^re is a natural 
fitness in such an application of Ppovr^^ the parallel nse of ppcvrav in pro- 
fane Greek attests. Pericles had the name of *OXhfintoc^ as, like Zens himself, 
lightning and thundering (fiarpain'^ ipp6vTa, Aristophanes, Aeham, 531 ; 
ct Vetp, 624) over Greece. In the ^ geminos, diXko fulmina belli Scipiadas,' 
of Virgil we have not the identical, but a closely cognate, image. 

* J. Grimm, in an article, Ueber die Namen de$ DonnerSj in his Klein. 
Sehri/t. vol. ii. p. 421, has some interesting proofs of the many nations among 
whom the same language prevails. 

' Gregory the Great (Moral, xxix. 24) : Quid enim per tonitrnnm niid 
prodicatio sapemi terroris aooipitur? 

L 
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it is but a passing notice (xii. 29) ; in the Apocalypse, 
however^ the thunders constitute a prominent part of the 
divine machinery and symbolism (Rev. iv. 5 ; vi. i ; viiL 5; 
X. 3,4; xi. 19; xiv. 2; xvi. 18; xix. 6). Surely he 
whose ear was opened^ first himself to catch, and then to 
give back to the Church and to the world, these thunder 
voices, must be allowed to have approved himself that 
^8(m of thundery even to our understanding, which the 
Lord has named him.^ 

* There is an able and interesting article by Gnrlitt in the Theol, Stud, und 
Krit, 1829, pp. 715-738, on the word Boanerges, and the intention with 
which this name was given to the sons of Zebedee. It is more valuable, 
however, as containing a history of the past exegesis, than as itself arriving 
at any satisfactory results. 
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M*tt xl 16^ 19 ; Luke TiL 3^-35. 

As nothing which was wrought among the children of 
men escaped the notice of the Lord, so nothing was so far 
beneath Him but that He was willing to use it for the 
setting forth the truths* of his kingdom. Those truths 
had in themselves such inherent dignity and grandeur 
that they needed not to fear anything from being brought 
into this contact. We have a striking example of this, his 
fearless use of the common and the familiar, in that com- 
parison with which He closes his testimony to the character 
and work of the Baptist : * But whereunto shall I liken 
this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the 
marketsy and calling unto their fellowSy and saying. We have 
piped unto youy and ye have not danced; we have mourned 
unto youj and ye have not lamented' Here the Lord 
finds in the sports and altercations of boys playing in the 
streets that which shall serve his turn, shall set forth and 
illustrate the truth which He has in hand. One group of 
these children, in that spirit of imitation so characteristic 
of their age, has been acting now a marriage, and now a 
funeral ; has been piping now, and mourning then ; but in 
the end complains that another band, whose help they 
needed, and whom they would fain have drawn into their 

L 2 
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sports, as mourners at their mock funeral, if they would 
not be revellers at their mock marriage, have stood 
peevishly aloof, and refused altogether to take a share in 
their games : ' We have piped unto you^ and ye have not 
danced ; we have mourned unto you^ and ye have not 
lamented.' ^ 

Christ proceeds to explain ee^^ and wherein that gene- 
ration were like to these to whom He has just compared 
them : ' For John came neither eating nor drinking * (cf. 
Luke i. 80 ; Matt, iii 4 ; ix. 14) ; ^ and they aay^ He hath a 
devil,' We should not have learned except from tliese 
words that such a taunt was addressed to the Baptist ; 
that they said of the servant what we know iiiat more 
than once they said of the Master (John vii. 20 ; viii. 48) ; 
at the same time it is exactly the manner of taunt which 
his manner of life, exaggerated, and extravagant as it 
must have seemed to many, was likely to provoke. ^The Son 
of man came eating and drinking' (cf Matt. ix. 14 ; Luke 
xiv. 1 ; John ii. i~i 1 ; xii. 2), ^ and they say^ Behold a man 
gluttonousy and a unne^ibber, a friend of pubKcana and 
sinners' (Luke vii. 39; xv. 2; xix. 7; Matt ix. 10, 11). 

Few, I think, who at all reflect on the matter, will 
deny that the ordinary explanation of this similitude is 
encumbered with not inconsid^able difficulties. This, as 
needs hardly to be observed, makes the children, who 
complain of the wayward humour of their fellows, and 
that they cannot draw them into any games which they 
suggest, to be Jesus and John ; and the meaning will then 

> Yoratiaa (De Addg. If. T. 0. xi.): Ea ydrba Salyator ttibait poeris 
BedeQtibaB in foro, qui ladendo imitart solent quad a mijoribas nata aerio 
agi videront, et none nnptias celebrant, nnno fiinera dedoonnt ; neqae tamen 
quosdam qui morosioret Bont, morere possnnt, nt et ipsl taUbna operam 
narent. 
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be, This is a generation which it is impossible to please* 
No ways of Q'od are ri^t in its eyes. If He send a pro- 
phet) stem^ severe^ calling to repentance, holding aloof 
from sinners, a wilderness preacher, a man himself of fasts 
and austerities, as was John, they say he is melancholy 
mad; ^He hath a devU! If He send One gracious and 
condescending, who' mingles with all the common works, 
and walks in all the common ways of men, eati^ and 
drinkiilg with them, they say, ^ Behold a man gluttmauB^, 
and a mne-bibb^i' with no eminent sanctity about Him. 
John took up a sadder strain^ but the men of this genera- 
tion would not fall in with it; he mourned to them, 
but they would not huneni Jesus took up a more jojrful 
note ; He piped to them ; but neither would they consent 
with Him ; they would not dance ; but found fault with 
t&e graciousness and condescension of the One as much 
as with the strictness and severity of the other. 

AU this is well put by Henry More : ' Such was the 
perverse and wicked ignorance of those crooked super- 
stiiionists, that toie goodness in no kind of dress would 
please them. In John the Baptist there was that eminent 
severity and austerity of life accompanying an unre- 
provable integrity and purity of heart, that he might, 
one would think, have commanded them to that which 
was good ; but he must have a melancholy devil in him. 
Our Saviour came in a more pleasant and careless garb, 
laying aside that awful and rough severity that was in 
the other, intermingling Himself with all companies, taking 
not at all upon Him, being as other men are in every- 
thing*, sin' ^nly excepted ; (which manner of life as it is 
of more perfection than the other, as supposing more be- 
nignity of nature, and more firm radication in goodness. 
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SO fewer men are capable of it, much less unsteady and 
unresolved youth, who are to fly from suspected com- 
pany as from the devouring plague;) yet, I say, these 
wretched Pharisees, as true detesters of real holiness 
and godliness, whatever they pretend in the shadow there- 
of, cannot give our Saviour a good word, but interpret 
his goodnature good-fellowship, or debauched company- 
keeping ; and his serviceable intermingling Himself with 
all sorts of men (publicans and sinners not excepted) for 
their good, friendship and countenance to what is evil/ * 

Such is the common explanation ; and the sense which 
the passage, so interpreted, renders up is a perfectly satis- 
factory one. The only question is, whether our Lord's 
words yield themselves to it, whether there be not serious 
difficulties in this allotment of the several portions of the 
dramatic action here brought before our eyes. In the 
first place, Christ says, ' This generation is like unto 
children i but, according to the received explanation as 
given above, it would be Jesus and John who were like 
the children complaining that it was impossible to chime 
in with the shifting moods of their fellows, and not that 
generation at all. Maldonatus, as is usual with him, 
manfully acknowledges this difficulty; but seeks to get 
rid of it by urging that not part must be compared with 
part, but the whole with the whole; and adduces as a 
parallel case Matt. xiii. 24 : ^ The kingdom of heaven is 
likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field ; ' 
not being, indeed, likened to him alone, but to all which 
follows. But the case is not exactly in point, for at any 
rate he, the sower, was included in that whereto the king- 
dom was compared ; while here the perverse generation 

* On Godlinea^ viiL 13. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WISDOM JUSTIFIED OF HER CHILDREN'. 151 

has no resemblance to the children who complain, and to 
whom they are likened, but only to the children that are 
complained of. We cannot then accept this solution. 
And then, further, since John's ministry preceded the 
Lord's, and in the interpretation (ver. 18) is the first 
named, we should expect to find * We have mourned unto 
youj which was St. John's work, adduced the first, and 
not, as both in St. Matthew and St. Luke it is, the last. 

Would it not then be better to shift altogether the 
dramatis personcdy and, reallotting the parts, to make, as 
Euthymius, Stier,^ and Alford have done, the children 
sitting in the markets, and now mourning and now 
piping, to be the Jews, the generation of which the Lord 
just before had spoken ; and the companions of whom 
they complain, to be Jesus and John ? The fundamental 
thought will still be nearly the same, although expressed 
in a somewhat different manner, although it will not be 
now any more Jesus and John who are introduced finding 
fault with that generation, but that generation finding 
fault with them. The Jews, as according to this explana- 
tion the Lord will declare, wanted John to be laxer ; they 
would fain have had him give up his strict ascetic ways^ 
his rigid separation from sinners, his stern summonses to 
repentance; and complained that he would not do so, 
that he would not dance to their piping (John v. 25). 
Christ Himself was equally, as they accounted, at fault, 
though in an opposite extreme. They could as little 
understand a prophet such as He was (Matt. ix. 1 1 ; Luke 
XV. 2). They mourned to Him, and He would not 
lament. The bridegroom and the bringer of joy, He 
would not change for any sadder note, that note of joy 

* Beden JeiUy in loco. 
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to which the Gospel that He preached was set (Luke y« 
30-35), any more than John to please them would 
change and renounce the note of a sterna sadness to 
which his preaching of the law was attuned. 

Each messenger and prophet (^ Ood the men ^ that 
generation desired to be something other than what he was 
— their distaste and disaffection extending really far deeper 
than to the particular manner and fashion of the one or 
of the other, to the severity of ilie one, or to the laxity, 
as they chose to call it, of the other — their objection being 
indeed to any messenger of God, in whatever guise he 
came. As it was then^ so is it at all times. Some ex- 
claim,^ The Gospel is too strict^ too severe; it demands 
too much :' these are the finders of fault in John \ while 
others say, ^It is too lax, too free; it encourages sin;' 
these finding fault with the Lord; the two forms of 
murmuring and opposition beings strange to say, found 
sometimes united in the same persons. The ambassadors 
of Christ, who have to call men alternately to fasts and 
festivals of the spirit, must expect from the world such a 
captious and hostile criticism as this ; it is part of that 
which they have to bear. They must look for a similar 
indignation, that they will not at the world's bidding be 
exactly the contrary of that which Uiey were sent to be ; 
this indignation being indeed the covert under which men 
escape from the summons, now to a spiritual joy, and now 
to a spiritual sorrow. 

Bnt while it was thus with that generation, ^ Wiadam 
is justified of her children.* All did not so evade the law 
by pleading the Gospel, nor the Gospel by pleading the 
law. Some recognized in these two, and in the harmony 
of these two, the law being good no less than the Gospel, 
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If only tised lawfully, ^ the manifold wisdom of God ;' out 
cf which He sent not a John only, nor a Christ only, but 
one and the other, the severe and the mild, the stern and 
the gracious, the preacher of the law and the preacher of 
grace, that so He might win men by the one or by the 
other, or else by handing them over from the one to the 
other (Gal. iii. 42 ; John i. 35-40). 

Such seems to#me the general drift and tenour of these 
latest words ; which yet may claim to be more closely 
examined, presenting as they do, by the acknowledge- 
ment of all, more difficulties than one. And first, seeing 
that the Lord is clearing the dealings of God with men, 
in other words, clearing his own, why, it might be asked, 
does He let his own personality fall into the back ground, 
and affirm, not of Himself, but of Wisdom, that she ^ is 
justified of her children ?^ He may seem, but He does not 
really do this. ^Wisdom' here is no abstract quality, 
no attribute of God, any more than at Luke xi. 49 ; but 
a person ; even the same of whom such glorious things 
are spoken in the Book of Proverbs, who appears there 
as building her mystical house, sending forth her maidens, 
gathering to herself all those who are willing to hear her 
voice ; being, indeed, no other than the Word as yet not 
made flesh, or rather that divine Word in aU his dealings, 
both before the Incarnation and after, with the children 
of men ;^ who, being this absolute Wisdom, must have 

^ Hilary (in loo.) : Ipsam 06 SapieDtiam vooayit Beogel : Non enim 
jam dicitar Fill as hominis, nt yenia procedente, sed Sapientia; qaarnm 
appeDationam altera oonvenit Btatai Ghristi oonspiono, altera omnibna 
temporibos (Luo. zi. 49). Porro Sapientia hoc loco dicitar, qaod Ipse 
optime Bciat qaid faoiendam sit, et actionem Ipsias, pnri88im& accommoda- 
tioae ad peocatorea plena, non deboerant sab censnram Yocari (Prov. yiii. 
- 1, 1%). Grotios too maeh lets 90 that the lo^la is herself a person, when he 
addaoes pmi^ rw Qew (Lnke vii. 30) as an absolute equivalent; though, 
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chosen wisest ways in which to deal with them, and who 
therefore should not have been lightly charged with way- 
wardness and folly. This word ^ Wisdom^ which Christ 
uses here has the advantage that by aid of it He is able to 
include in a common justification both his own dealings 
and those of John, which last he would fain vindicate not 
less than his own. 

But ^Justified of her children ' — ^what may be the exact 
force of this phrase ? * To justify/ in the uniform lan- 
guage of the New Testament, is to recognize and declare 
as righteous — ^falsely, it may be ; that not betnff righteous, 
which thus declares itself, or is declared by others, to be 
so (Luke X. 29; xvi. 27) ; or, and this is far the commoner 
usage, truly — the realities in the moral world correspond- 
ing with the declaration thus made about them. Thus of 
course is it here, where Wisdom is contemplated as on 
her trial, perversely accused by some, and needing there- 
fore to be ^justified* by others.^ When it is said that she 
is justified * 0/ her childretiy* these last can be no other 
than as many as have accepted her teaching, and now walk 
in her ways. It is not that we are to contemplate these as 
pleading her cause before the world, and so acquitting 
her of these unjust imputations. She needed not their 
advocacy, and * babes' (Matt. xi. 25) as they were, they 

this excepted, he has perfeotlj seized the intention of these words : 4 m^ia 
hie nihil alind est qnam qaod apud Lncam vii. 30, pov^ tov Oeov, 
sapientissimnm nimirnm Dei consiliam Jnd»os et Johannis seyeritale et 
Christi comitate ad pcenitcntiam reyocantis, ne qnid inezpertnm relinqneret, 
atqne etiam ne qnid illi cansari possent . • . Johannes, nt poenitentis pneco, 
ad severitatem compositas, Christns comis nt yenisB largitor. 

* Bengel : Sapientia jtutifieata e$t ; hoc est, criminatores illam ream feoere, 
Bcandalizati sant in e^ (yer. 23), eoqne rem adduxere, nt demnm jnstificart 
debnerit Ipsa, et Jnsta asseri ostendiqne, omnes ejas actiones ad absorbendam 
injnstitiam, Jnstitiamqne implendam oomparatas esse, cnm tamen sine ezcep* 
tione fnisset amplectenda. 
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could thus have done little to serve her. But yet in another 
sense it was out of the mouths of these babes and sucklings 
that her praise was perfected. In the fact that there 
were these children of Wisdom, that she had gathered so 
many round her, who owned her for their spiritual mother, 
hereby and herein she was justified, acquitted of all those 
frivolous charges and all that unrighteous blame which 
had been heaped upon her,^ As Jesus spake these words, 
He may have looked round at the little company of his 
disciples. These were his justification and John's ; these 
did themselves constitute a vindication of Wisdom's ways 
in the face of a gainsaying world.* 

* So Jerome rightlj, with only the fault that he limits the ^ children^ too 
ezclasively to the apostles ; thej properly inclade all the converts whom 
either John or the Lord had made : Ego, qui sum Dei yirtas et Sapientia 
Dei, jastifecisse ah apostolis, filiis meis, comprohatas snm. 

* Meyer (in loo.), as it seems to me, has seized the meaning exactly : 
Und gerechtfertiget warden (das heisst, als die wahre Weisheit dargestellt 
worden) i»t die WeUJieit (die in Johannes and mir zar Offenharang ge- 
koramen ist) von Seilen ihrer Kinder^ das heisst, von Seiten ihrer Verehrer 
nnd Anh&nger, welche ehen dadarch, dass sie sich ihr angeschlossen hahen 
nnd sich von ihr leiten lassen, jene Urtheile des profanum vnlgas als 
nnrichtig dargestellt and die Weisheit factisch gerechtfertiget hahen. Die 
(factische) Betodhrung ist der Weisheit von ihr&n Verehrem gehommen (air6, 
nicht vitS), There is more than one other explanation of these certainly 
difficult words, which I have not cared to deal with in the text, as they 
certainly, appear to me wholly antenahle. That which has found most 
favour I will give in Gerhard's words {Harm, Boang. 56) : Divina Sapientia 
a filiis suis justificatur, hoc est quasi in judicium pertrahitur, disoeptatur 
cum eA, de jure accusatur, taxatur, reprehenditur, ut in qu& nunc hoc nunc 
illud desideretar. Et qui dehehant esse filii sapientiffi divinte, hoc est 
ohedientes discipuli, illi sumunt sihi, qnasi pro trihunali sedentes, jus vocis 
decisivfld, ut pro libitu suo vel pro vel contra divinam sapientiom possint 
pronunciare. Not to speak of other objections, this explanation rests on the 
ascription to the verb Suauovv of a meaning which in Biblical Greek it 
never possesses. It is never there to judge and declare guilty^ but always, 
to judge and declare righteous. The only exception to this which I know 
is Ps. Ixxiii. 13, where it means neither one nor the other, but is used as=: 
<i>^^Ce<v. Gerhard seeks to sustain his interpretation by aid of Isai. xliii. 9 ; 
a Kin. zv. 4 ; bat neither passage helps him in the least. 
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6. THE THREE ASPIRANTS. 

Matt TiiL i8-«3 ; Lake iz. 57-6». 

^ Thb manifold wisdom ' of Christy which shewed itself in 
his drawing and attaching of souls to Himself, and of 
which there has just been occasion to speak, must often 
fill us wiUi devout admiration; but it never does this 
more than when there are brought before us in quick 
succession moral and spiritual conditions, which have 
much apparent similarity, and which yet are most diversely 
treated by Him.^ Such we have here. There are two, 
or adding one of whom St. Luke alone keeps record, three, 
who either in their own intention or in Uie Lord's, are 
candidates for admission into the inner circle of disciples, 
into the circle, that is, of those who should not merely 
themselves receive the truth, but, as Christ's witnesses, 
should be actively employed in imparting the knowledge 
of that truth to others. The occasion which gave room 
for such a dealing with these souls was as follows : ^ Now 
when Jesus saw great multitudes dbovt Him^ He gave (xyn> 
mandmerU to depa/rt wnio the other sidej One of what we 
may call the lesser crises in his ministry here arrived. There 

^ AQgOBtine (6lm7i« loo) : Obtnlit so onu, nt earn sequeretiir, et repro- 
bataa eft; aUas non >ndtlMit» •( ezoitelas eft; tortias>diff«relMbt, ut ovlpatoA 
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is growing up around Him that tumult and excitement, in- 
cident on the gathering of enormous crowds, with expecta- 
tions raised to the highest, which more than anything else 
threatened to defeat his plans, to alter, against his will, 
the whole character of the work which He was working ; 
which, therefore, by all means He sought to avert or to 
repress (Luke xiv. 25-33; xix. 11-27); or, where this 
was beyond his power, to withdraw Himself from it 
(John vi 15). The retirement which at such seasons 
served Him best He found upon the other side of the lake 
of Galilee ; until, indeed, the eagerness of the multitude 
had learned to follow Him even thither (John vi. 2). 
Such a retreat to that other side He is about now to 
undertake. Who will go with Him, and thus give more 
explicit announcement than he may yet have had the 
opportunity of giving, that he casts in his lot with 
Christ? 

First there offers himself a Scribe — ^one Scribe^' as 
St. Matthew says, with, perhaps, an emphasis on the ^ one^^ 
to mark how unfrequent such offers were. And his words 
sound fairly, ' Master ^ I will follow Thee whithersoever 
Thou goest' They almost remind one of the great- 
hearted words of Ittai to David : ^Surely in what place 
my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even 
there also will thy servant be' (2 Sam. xv. 21). Nor is 
there any reason to suppose that this aspirant to disciple- 
ship means at the time otherwise than he speaks. Yet 
is there ^ot indeed in him that true devotedness to Christ, 
which shall lead him so to follow* that Lord in this world, 
that in the world to come he shall follow Him whither- 
soever He goeth (Rev. xiv. 4).* These words have more 

* Oalvin : Yolt qnidem hio Ohrurtnin seqtii, eed mollem et amoBnam ynxm^- 
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in them of Peter's confident asseveration, ^Lord, I am 
ready to go with Thee, both unto prison and to death ' 
(Luke XX. 33). At all events, they inspire Him, who 
knowing all things (John xxi. 17), * knew what was in man ' 
with no greater confidence than those other words here- 
after should do ; for with no welcome for this volunteer, 
but rather a repulse. He answers, * 7^ foxes have holes^ 
and the birds of the air have nests ;^ but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head.*^ In other words, ^ Lookest 
thou for worldly commodities through the following of 
Me ? In this thou must needs be disappointed. These 
cannot be my follower's portion, since they are not mine. 
Beasts have dens, and birds have shelters, which they may 
call their own; but the Son of man is homeless and 



et hospitia bonis omnibiu reperta somniat, qaom per spinas ambalandnm 
sit Christ! discipnlis, et per continaas sammnas ad cmcem pergendnin. Ergo 
quo magis festinat, eo minus paratns est Perinde enim facit ac si in 
nmbrd et deliciis, sine sudore et pulvere, extra teloram jactom militare 
▼ellet 

* KaratnarvCaeic is SO rendered in the Versions preceding, as well as in the 
Authorized Version. The Vulgate in like manner has ' nidos ; ' but an earlier 
Latin version *diversoria,' while Augustine has 'nidos* (Serm, c i) and 'diver- 
soria * (Con. Fatut. xxii. 4S) and ' tabernacnla' (Qwsst. zvii. in Matt. qu. 5) ; 
these latter, with the equivalent English ^shelters,' (Chrysostom substitutes 
KaTaYuyia\ are on all accounts preferable renderings. For, in the first place, 
birds do not retire to their nests except at one brief period of the jear; and 
then, secondly, KaraaiofvCtaug has so much more naturally the more general 
meaning of shelters, habitations, latibula, cubilia, or, more strictly, umbracula 
ex ramis et frondibus arborum contexta (Com. a Lapide), Wohnungen (de 
Wette), that one must needs agree with Grotius : Quin vox h»o ad arborum 
ramos pertineat dubitaturum non puto qui loca infra, 'Xiii. 32 ; Marc. iv. 32, 
et Luc. xiii. 9, iuspexerit. He might have added Ps. civ. 12 ; Dan. iv. iS, 
LXX. See Fischer, De Vitiu Lex, N. T. pp. 285-290; and on ^u^e^ 
(1.- r&K<iq^ ov ra Brjpia Koifwrat^ Hesy6hins) see p. 287, note. 

• Very curious is the turn which Augustine (Enarr. in P$. xc, Serm. 2) 
gives to these words : Vulpes tn te foveas habent ; volucres c»li nidos in te 
habent; vulpes dolus est, volucres csli snperbia est . . . Potest in te habitar* 
superbia et dolus ; Christus non habet ubi in te habitet, ubi reclinet caput 
SQum. Quia inclinatio capitis, hamilitas Ghristi est Qi. Serm. c. i. 
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houseless upon earth; He has not where to lay his 
head. It is with Him as with Jacob at his poorest estate, 
when, fleeing from his brother's wrath, he tarried all 
night at Haran, and took of the stones of that place, and 
put them for his pillow' (Gen. xxviii. 11). Nor does 
this answer of Christ our Lord come out to us in all its 
depth of meaning, till we realize that hour when upon 
his cross He bowed his head, not having where to lay it, 
and having bowed it thus, gave up the ghost (John 
xix. 30). 

Whether the issue was here as in the case of that rich 
young man (Matt, xix, 22), whether this one also with- 
drew, we are not informed ;^ it is most probable that he 
did so. But whatever was the issue, this reply of Christ 
was not meant any more than his reply to that other, 
merely and only to repel;* but rather to throw back this 
candidate for the honours of discipleship on deeper heart- 
searchings ; that, having made these, he might either fall off 
altogether, not beginning to build a tower which he could 
not finish, or that he might join himself to the Lord in 
quite another spirit from that in which he made his 
present offer of service (Luke xiv. 25-33). 

But checking this one, the Lord incites another; for 
He knew there was more truth in the backwardness of 
him to whom He addresses Himself now than in the 
forwardness of that other who had just addressed E[im. 
It was, as we learn from St. Luke, in reply to a ^ Follow 
Mcy from the lips of Christ that this one answered, * Xorrf, 

* Oorn. a Lapide : Qtiod andiens silitit, ao spe su& frastratus, ab ocnlis 
Ghristi se sabdazit, nt tacite bio innait Matthasus. Tertnllian {Adv, 
Marcion, iy. 23), besides taking this for granted, assumes farther that we 
are to read in these words an abtolute rejection of him on the Lord's part, 
which seems to me a mistake. 
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suffer me first to go and Jmry my father^ In the early 
Church this was oftenest, if not always, understood, ^ My 
father now lies dead ; suffer me, before I attach mys^ to 
Thee, to render the last offices of piety to him/ Not a 
few in later times, I know none earlier than Theophylact,* 
but with him agree Grotius, Calvin, Bengel, and others^ 
have understood it otherwise — as though his father was 
now in extreme old age, with one foot, as we say, in the 
grave; and that the request of this son was, that he 
might be permitted to tend and cherish his few days, 
that remained ; being ready^ when these offices of filial 
observance were no more required of him, to obey this 
bidding. But there is every reason for adhering to the 
earlier interpretation. It is little likely that a disciple, 
or one ripe for being a disciple, would at such a crisis 
have asked respite from service for a period so utterly un- 
certain as this would have been.' Moreover, a son would 
scarcely speak in such language of attendance on a father 
that yet lived. The point too of Christ's rejoinder would 
thus be missed : ^Let the dead hury their dead; let the 
spiritually dead bury the naturally dead — which naturally 
dead He, designating as ^ their dead^ implies to belong, and 
to have belonged, to the same sphere of death as those who 
shall now perform the last offices for them. At the same 
time by the former ^ dead' we must rather understand 
those in whom the spiritual life is as yet una wakened, than 
urge with any emphasis their death in trespasses and sins \ 
that must of necessity be implied, yet rather on its nega- 
tive than its positive side. ^ The spiritually dead, those 

* Theophjloct: rd yhp Odiffcu hraiflkt, 'nvro atf/taivei' r^ hctftskeiac ^t&ooi, 

* Haldonatiis : Verisimile non ert earn qnem Ohristiu oegiio«oensTOoalMi4| 
tarn loDgi tamqae incerti temporU indaoinfl petiviBM. 
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who are not quickened as thou art with the spirit of a 
new life, are yet sufficient for the fulfilling of this office 
which would now call thee away from Me, namely, the 
burying of the naturally dead ; they can perform it 
as well as thou, and, under present circumstancesy thou 
must be contented to leave it to them/^ When 
duties come into collision, sacred duties such as that 
which this man pleaded (and how sacred for a pious 
Jew they were we see from Tob. iv. 3; xiv. 10, 11 ; not 
to mention the frequent notice in the early history of 
the due performance of these offices by children to their 
parents. Gen. xxv. 9 ; xxxv. 29 ; 1. 13), even these must 
give way to more sacred yet. Christ had said to this man, 
* Follow Me / so that now that word held good, * Whoso 
loveth father or mother more than Me, is not worthy of 
Me.' And then, in words which we owe to St. Luke alone, 
Christ justifies this his withdrawing of him from attend- 
ance on the dead. He had fitness for a work which, if 
not directly with the living, was yet with those who were 
capable of being made alive : * Go ihouy and preach the 
Jcingdom of God^ spread far and wide (hid/yye^e) the 
glad tidings of life, which as many as hear shaU live.* 
One of my royal priesthood (Lev. xxi. 1-12), a Nazarite 



' Hilary : AdmoDetar nt meniinerit qaod Pater sibi vivas in o^lis est 
.... mortuos aatem eos esse, qui extra Deam vivant £t idoirco mntaa 
mortals officia relinqaenda, at mortui sepeliantar a mortals ; qaia per Dei 
fidem vivos vivo oporteat adhtsrere. Augastine {De Civ, Dei^ xx. 6) : 
Habeat enim et anirasD mortem suam in irapietate et pecoatis ... at scilicet 
in anim4 mortui, in corpore mortaos sepelirent. Cf. De Trin. iv. 3; 
Serm. c. i. Com. a Lapide : Ladit Christus in voce mortuo9, Prios enim 
morPuo9 spiritaaliter, fide grati&qne Dei destitatos significat. Posterius 
moTtuo9 corporaliter intelligit. 

* That the antithesis is between death and life Aagastine well brings oat 
{Ssrm. Izii.) : Docnit magister qaid deberet preeponere. Volebat enim eam 
esse vivi verbi prsdicatorem ad faoiendos victaros. 

M 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i62 THE THREE ASPIRANTS. 

of mine (Num. vi. 7), having fellowship with Me who am 
the Life, thy occupation is henceforth with the living, and 
not with the dead.'^ 

A third, of whom only St. Luke makes report, offers 
himself ior discipleship, ^ Lord^ I wUl follow Thee; — ^yet 
this with a condition, and craving time for farewells which 
he fain would interpose ; * hut let me first go bid them 
farewell who are at home at my house ' — this rendering of 
our English Version being preferable to that which some 
would substitute, hut let me first set in order the things 
in my house.^^ But he too must learn that there is no 
dallying with a heavenly vocation, that when this has 
reached a man, no room is left him for conferring with 
flesh and blood (Gal. i. 16) ; to him too, as to the king's 
daughter of old, the word of that precept has come, 
^Forget also thine own people and thy father's house' 
(Ps. xlv. 10) ; while his worst foes, those who will most 
effectually keep him back from God, may be those of his 
own household (Matt. x. 36, 37). The Lord therefore will 
give no allowance to his request, shuts out at once all 
dangerous delays and interludes between the offer of 
service and the actual undertaking of it : ^ And Jesus 
said vnto hirriy No man having put his hand to the plough^ 
and looking hac\ is fit for the hingdom of Ood! He who 

' Tertallian, with allusion to these two passages, one (Xey. zxi 12) for- 
bidding the High Priest to go in to any dead body, or to defile himself for 
his father, the other (Num. vi. 7) extending the same prohibition to the 
Nazarite, goes on to saj {Adv, Mare, iv. 23) : Puto autem et devotioni [that 
is, to the Nazarite vow] et sacerdotio dcstinabat, quern praedicando regno 
Dei imbuerat 

« 'ATTord^aoOai roZf elc rbv oIk6v fwv^ which the Vulgate translates, rennnciare 
his qu88 [al. qui] domi sunt; but Beza better, ut valedicam iis qui sunt 
dom6s me»; so Tertullian, suis valedicere parantem. There is required 
of him an anordaaeaOai (see Luke ziv. 33) in quite 'another sense from that 
lyhich he contemplates. 
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holds the plough must not look behind him j if he does, 
he spoils the furrow, and mars the work which he has 
undertaken. Remarkably enough this careless marring 
of the furrow has lent a word to the Latin, and through 
the Latin to our own language ; * delirare,' originally 
to deviate from the ^ lira,' which is strictly the little 
ridge of earth thrown up by the share between the two 
furrows, and then the furrow itself. The discipleship of 
Christ is such a putting of the hand to the plough, for the 
breaking up of the hard soil of our own hearts, for the 
breaking up of the hard soil of the hearts of others. We 
have the same image, Luke xvii. 7; 1 Cor. ix. 10. If sets 
forth the lahoriomneas of the work better than the more 
usual image of sowing (Matt. xiii. 3), and, so to speak, 
carries us a step further back in the spiritual husbandry. 
But he who having put his hand to the plough, and thus 
begun well, shall afterwards, Christ does ;iot say twm 
back, but who shall even so much as look back, in token 
that his heart is otherwhere than in the task before him 
(Gen. xix. 26 ; Luke xvii. 32 ; 2 Tim. ii. 4 ; Phil, iil 14), 
he may still have his hand on the plough ; but having 
fallen away in heart and affection from his work, he makes 
no straight furrows, he breaks not up aright any fallow 
ground ; he * i? not fity or rather, is of no service and 
profit, ^for the hingdom of God' Indeed, unless kept to 
his work as an hireling, it is likely that he will presently 
leave his plough in the half-drawn furrow, and be found 
to have exchanged toil and exposure abroad for the com- 
forts and ease of his own hearth (Acts xiii. 13; xv. 38). 
The reference to 1 Kin. xix. 19, which is generally 
here made, is not much to the point, except as an illus- 
tration by way of contrast. This bidding farewell to them 

x2 
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of his house was permitted to Elisha ; being included in 
the feast which he makes ver. 21 ; it is refused to this 
disciple. The comparison of that passage with this is in- 
structive thus far, as shewing how much more urgent is 
the call of the Master than of the servant ; how much less 
it will brook question or delay. 

What if those other two, and this third whose call St. 
Luke has associated with theirs, were, as one has suggested, 
Judas Iscariot, Thomas, and Matthew ?^ In the second 
and third instances the summons is so plainly to a high 
work in the kingdom of God (that * FoUow Me ' of Christ 
ever implying as much. Matt. iy. 19; ix. 9; xix. 21; 
John i. 43), and there is altogether so marked an emphasis 
about these calls, that it is difficult to suppose them calls 
merely to discipleship. These were aspirants and can- 
didates in their own eyes, or in their Lord's, to a higher 
grade, to the apostolate itself. Lideed one of the three 
was a disciple already (Matt, viii 21), whom the Lord here 
draws into a closer circle of service ; and if another had 
already set his hand to the plough (Luke ix. 62), the same 
might be affirmed of him. Moreover, it is very noticeable 
that in immediate sequence to the words thus exchanged 
by Christ with these three, St. Luke proceeds, * After these 
things the Lord appointed other seventy also,' seeming 
thereby very distinctly to mark that what had just passed 
had relation to the Twelve ; at all events to exclude one 
and all of these now mentioned from the Seventy. But if 
not disciples, what else but apostles could any of them 
have been ? nor does the fact that St. Matthew's chrono- 

^ The Gnostics, as Iren»ns (i. 8. 3) tells ns, found in them seTerallj 
the representatives of the man {'Am^, nvtv/MTuc6Cf and ^x"^* 
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logical order is here preferable to St. Luke's take from 
the significancy of this hint. In St. Matthew also we 
note that it is very shortly after the incidents which have 
just been recorded, that the Twelve are definitively set 
apart, that the number of those whom the Lord had been 
gathering one by one, appears complete (x. 1). Some in 
the early Church were moved by these or like probabilities 
to suppose that in one at least of these instances we had 
to do with the calling of an apostle, with that namely of 
Philip. This Clement of Alexandria^ takes for granted; 
which, however, could not be ; for he was already called 
(John i. 43) ; as were Andrew and Peter (John i. 40, 
41), James and John (Luke v. 1-11), and Bartholomew 
( = Nathanael, John i. 46-52) . Three more of the apostles, 
the other James, Lebbseus (= Jude), and Simon the Ca- 
naanite may have been * brethren of the Lord ; • who could 
not then have been identical with any of these three. If 
such they were, and if we have the calling of apostles 
here, it can be of no other than those whom I have named. 
At all events the conjecture has enough of psychological 
and other likelihood about it to be worth following up a 
little further. 

Thus the first who ofiered himself was one whom the 
Lord evidently welcomed with no pleasure, whom He 
would fain have put back from Him, whose large pro- 
fessions inspired Him with no confidence. And how 
remarkable is the Lord's reply to these professions. He 
to whom all hearts were open, sees as with a glance in 
the heart of this offerer what perhaps at the moment was 
altogether concealed from himself. There is nothing to 
be gotten, He tells him, no worldly advantage to be gained, 

* Strom, iii. 4. 
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through a following of that Son of man, who is poorer 
even than the poorest ^ — as though He already beheld in 
spirit the unhappy disciple, who, disappointed of his large 
worldly expectations, should seek to redress a little the 
wrong which he counted he had suffered by purloining 
from the common stock (John xii. 6), and should end with 
making merchandize of the Lord of Glory Himself. 

But while he, making this offer of himself, is rather 
repelled than welcomed, the other two have, as we have 
seen, summonses and invitations more or less direct to 
attach themselves ever closer to their Lord ; and if they 
be the two who have just been suggested, there is ad- 
dressed to each the exact encouragement and reproof 
which he probably would have needed * Suffer me first 
to goy and hury my father J How characteristic of the 
melancholic Thomas is the excuse and the hindrance 
which are pleaded here— of him, who at a later day, in 
the very presence of the Lord and Prince of life, could 
only express his affection to Him by those words, * Let us 
also go that we may die with Him' (John xi. 16) ; who 
even after the empty tomb, and the testimony of the 
women and of his fellow apostles, could not disengage 
himself from thoughts of death and the grave, nor be 
persuaded to believe that the Lord had risen indeed 
(John XX. 24, 25). How characteristic was it of him in 
whose mind death was thus uppermost, that on the present 
occasion also the duties to the dead should seem to him 
to overbear those to the living. And Christ's answer and 
reproof exactly meets the disease and infirmity of his soul; 
* Thou belongest to the new creation ; not to the old 

' Oiyetan : Spem lacri tollit hsec respoosio. 
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world of death, but to the new world of life. Go thou 
and preach the kingdom of God. Disperse to others the 
words of that life with which thou thyself hast been 
quickened.' 

And the third, who cannot obey the calling till he has 
bade a solemn farewell to all in his house, might very well 
be St. Matthew ; who, being refused this, did not therefore 
at this time accompany the Lord ; but to whom that Lord 
a little later so spake that he obeyed ; and whose farewell 
feast, after he had thrown in his lot with Christ, so that 
then there was no indecision in his asking to be permitted 
to make it, the Lord allowed, and Himself sanctioned and 
adorned with his own presence (Matt. ix. 9, 10 ; Luke v. 
27, 29) ; and that, although He had disallowed it, so long 
as it was made the condition of obedience. 
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7. THE NEW PIECE ON TEE OLD GARMENT^ 
AND THE NEW WINE IN THE OLD 
VESSELS. 

Matt iz. 14^17 ; Mark iL i8-a2; Luke y. 33-39. 

The feast which Levi made^ probably as a sort of leave- 
taking to the other publicans, now that he had found for 
himself a better service than that of the Roman Emperor, 
was very fruitful in rich and precious instruction. There 
was first the Saviour's answer to those who complained, 
not to Him, but conceminff Him, that he ate with pub- 
licans and sinners (ver. 12, 13) ; and there was then his 
answer to a second remonstrance, on the part not now of 
the Pharisees alone, as we might conclude from St. Luke 
(v. 33), nor yet of John's disciples alone, as we might 
gather from St. Matthew (ix. 14), but a remonstrance 
coming from these cmd those, as St. Mark (ii. 18), recon- 
ciling the other two narratives, informs us. That remon- 
strance couched itself in these words, * Why do we cmd 
the Pharisees fast oftj hvi thy disciples fast not ?' It is 
with this, and the answer which this called out, that I 
occupy myself here. 

There is something strange at first sight in finding the 
disciples of John associated with the disciples of the Pha- 
risees ; and making common cause with them, rather than 
with Him to whom their Master had borne such signal 
witness (John L 29, 36 ; iii. 26-36) ; for it needs not to 
observe that the fault which was thus imputed to Christ's 
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iisciples, if indeed a fault, would have redounded upon 
Him, under whose eye and with whose encouragement 
they bore themselves thus. But one or two considera- 
tions will help to account for a momentary coalition of 
this kind. In the first place, while there was no jealousy 
on the Baptist's part, but the noblest absence of jealousy, 
at the larger successes and the transcendant dignity of 
the Lord, there was by no means the same entire freedom 
from such a passion on the part of some of his disciples;^ 
and the after-history of too many of his scholars, who 
degenerated, as is well known, into an heretical sect which 
never admitted Christ as the highest, too surely testified of 
this. It is plain they did not look with a wholly unenvious. 
eye at Him increasing, and John decreasing (John iii. 26- 
31 ; iv. i). Moreover, while each true disciple of John 
would have held with the Lord and found himself on his 
side on almost every other point of difference beween 
Him and the Pharisees, and of course in every essential, 
here in this external matter would be his one point of 
contact with them, and of a greater apparent nearness to 
them than to Him. And thus, without any serious forget- 
fulness of the instructions of their master, now probably 
withdrawn from them, and lying in Herod's dungeon, with- 
out any deliberate purpose of strengthening the hands of 
Christ's enemies,' they may have found themselves for this 
once, and on this single point, upon their side ; and incau- 
tiously, though not meaning to embarrass Him in the least, 

* Ohrysostom however puts this somewhat too strongly: l^v^jnimti^ ht\ 
frp^ avrbv elxov ol *lodwov ftadriraL 

' Jerome (in loo.) makes a severer estimate of their fanlt in this qnestion : 
Neo poterant discipnli Johannis non esse snh vitio, qni calomniabantar earn, 
quem sciebant magistri vocibns prsodicatnm ; et Jungebantor Pharisssis, qnos 
a Johanne noverant condemnatos [Matt. iii. 7]. 
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they may have put this question at once in the Pharisees' 
name, and in their own : ^ Wl^ do we and the Pkarigees 
fast ofty but thy disciples fast not ? * 

He answers their question with another, and with One 
which could hardly help causing them to remember the 
latest testimony which their master had borne to Him 
(see John iii. 29) ; which implied that He was well aware 
of the exact form which that testimony had taken : ^ Can 
the children of the hridechamber^ numm as long as the 
bridegroom is with them f The disciples are of course ' the 
children of the bridechamber ;' not to be confounded with 
* the friend of the bridegroom * * (John iiL 29), who is one, 
while they are many (Judg. xiv. 11) ; just as the office of 
the Baptist was filled by him singly and alone, being not 
indeed higher than the Apostolate, but distinct from it. 
Christ here presents Himself as * the Bridegroom ;' intend- 
ing, as we may very well suppose, to remind the disciples 
of John that under this very aspect their own master had 
so recently hailed Him. ' How large an amount of the 
Old Testament in this single phrase does He claim for 

' ^Children of thehridechamber'* is a phrase which has been sometimes 
wTonglj anderstood, but abondaDt parallels in the New Testament make ita 
meaning sufficiently clear. ' The children^''— or better, ' themnu,'' — where the 
term is used in a figurative sense, are those who stand in near and intimate 
relation, bat at the same time, a relation of subordination to that of which 
they are set forth as the children. The following, I believe, are all the 
passages in which v^ or v2o/ occur in this figurative sense : paoiXeiac (Matt 
viiL 12; xiii. 38); vovtfpov (Matt. xiiL 38); yeiwiK (Matt xxiiL 15); 
PpovT^ (Mark iii. 17); tif4vrK (Luke x. 6); aiuvoc (Lnke xvi, 8; xx. 34); 
^ur^ (Luke xvL 8; John xiL 36); avaaraaetjc (Luke xx. 36); am»Xeiac 
(John xvii. 12; 2 Thess. iL 3); irapoK^aeoc (Acts iv. 36); SiapSXov (Acts 
xiiL to) ; airetOelac (Eph. ii. 2 ; v. 6 ; OoL iiL 6). The idiom is rarer in the 
Septuagint than one would expect, but we have there vide ^wdfteu^ (i Kin. 
L 52); ttvofiiac (Ps. IxxxviiL 23); davdrtjv (2 Sam. xiL 5); hw (den. xL 
10) ; with perhaps one or two others. 

■ The paranjmph or 'best man'=viy*^aywy^ (Gen. xxvi. 26; Judg. xiv. 
20). 

' Ohrjrsostom : ovofUftvfyrKuv ccvro^p tw tcv 'la^vvw pt^t&raif. 
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Himself^ and as finding its fulfilment in Him ; as the whole 
of the Song of Songs ; the 45th Psalm ; Hosea ii. 19, 20. 
How many marriages, more or less mysMcal there, does He 
claim as pointing to this, the crowning mystery of all ; as 
of Adam with Eve, of Isaac with Rebecca, of Joseph with 
the daughter of Potipherah, of Moses with the Ethiopian 
woman, of Boaz with Ruth, of Solomon with the princess 
of Egypt, of Hosea with Gomer. How much in the New 
Testament, only hereafter to be uttered, does He already 
anticipate in this significant word (Matt. xxii. i ; xxv. 1 ; 
2 Cor. xi. 2; Eph. v. 23-32; Rev. xix. 7, 9; xxi. 2). 
He, * the Bridegroom,* was now with them ; it was not 
indeed that the marriage of the Lamb was yet arrived ; 
that should not be till long after; but these were his 
espousals ; for as such espousals the brief period of his 
first sojourn upon earth might be fitly regarded ; during 
which indeed He did but as it were salute the bride, whom 
hereafter, but only after a long intervening period of 
absence. He should lead home. He would not trouble 
with untimely mourning the brief gladness, so soon to 
disappear, of the present hour. The bridegroom was yet 
to * be taken from them,' — in that phrase * taken from them * 
there lies already the hint that his absence should be no 
voluntary withdrawing upon his part — a removal rather 
by violence, — and then they who were so jocund now 
should have both reason enough and time enough to 
mourn. Our Lord contemplates the whole time between 
his death and his second coming as a time suitable for 
mourning, being the time of his absence from his Church. 
It might be objected to this interpretation of the words, 
it has been objected by Olshausen, that He was given 
back to his Church at the Resurrection. This is so fax 
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trae, that the mourning is now a mourning of hope and not 
of despair ; the Church mourns not for a dead, but only 
for an absent Lord ; but still she mourns ; and the measure 
of her love to Him will be the measure of her yearning for 
Him and for his return. At the same time it is true that 
within this period of her mourning there will be alterna- 
tions of joy and sorrow ; the Church will have festivals 
as well as fasts ; she will have, that is, some periods when 
her sense of her Lord as taken away will be the fore- 
most thought and most vivid feeling in her mind; she 
will have other periods, when she will put oflF for a while 
her garments of heaviness, and anoint herself with tb^ oil 
of gladness j although only for a while, and as well know- 
ing that she shall not put them oflF for ever, that ever- 
lasting joy shall not be upon her head, till her Lord has 
come back to her again. The note of sorrow is the key- 
note of the Church during all the time that her Lord is 
taken from her ; * then shall they fast' 

There is something of an infinite compassion, of a 
pitying consideration, in this the Lord's determination 
not to trouble, nor yet suffer to be troubled by others, 
this present joy — seeing as He did into the depths of time, 
and all the weary and painful way which was yet to be 
travelled over before the final and triumphant goal was 
won. And as this question was put to Him at a feast, 
and at one which He would not see troubled, so we 
may trace something festal and festive in the whole cha- 
racter of his reply ; for that too has to do with a bridal 
feast, with garments and v^ith wine. In festal images He 
clothes the justification of his disciples and of Himself.^ 

' Bengel : MagnA cam sobrietate et festivitate respondet Dominut ; a 
vestibus et vino (qaorom usus erat in convivio) parabolas deeamit jncnndaa 
ad confatandam quaorentiam tristitiam. 
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The images are two, and this is the first : * No mem puir 
teth a piece of new cloth upon an old garment^ for that 
which is put in tofiU it vp takethfrom the ga/rmenty cmd 
the rent ia made worse' In St. Luke's report of these 
words of Christ, some points are more distinctly made than 
in St. Matthew's, and indeed the whole image, or 'parahUy 
as by him, and by him only, it is called, appears to a 
certain degree in a modified form. It there stands thus : 
* No mxmpvtMeth a piece of a new ga/rmenl upon an old ; 
if otherwiaej then hoth the new maketh a rent^ and Apiece 
which was taken out of the old agreeth not with the new^ 
The absurdity of such a course is here more strongly 
marked than in St Matthew. There it is mainly, if not 
entirely, the destruction of the old which so unwise a 
mending would entail, that is urged ; but here that the 
new is also sacrificed, without any benefit thereby accruing 
to the old ; a truth to be brought out yet more vividly in 
the perishing of the wine and the wine-skins together. 
In St. Matthew it is but a piece of new cloth, new, as not 
having yet passed under the fuller's hands, which is lost; 
while here a new garment is totally sacrificed, a patch cut 
out from it, that so this profitless experiment may be 
tried. The emphasis which the Lord lays on this reckless 
destruction of the serviceable for the sake of the unservice- 
able will come more plainly out when instead of, ' if other- 
wiaej then the new maketh a rent^ we render the words 
as we ought, * if otherwise^ he wiU also tea/r the new ; ' * 
destroy it, and that for the sake of the old, which after 

* In the Greek, «< 6i iifj ye, mlX rb «wvdv axi^tt (or better oxioti\ which Tyndale 
had rightlj given ; ^for if he do, then hreaheth he the new;'' but which was 
rendered by Beza, who has not seldom exercised an ir\jarious influence on 
our Version, Alioqui et illud novum findit vetus ; making rd icatv&v a nomi- 
native, and supplying rd rra}M6v as an accusative governed by axiffet. 
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all is not profited thereby ; seeing that^ after the patch is 
made, the two have no agreement together. The glaring 
contrast, the discord between old and new, rendering the 
garment such as no one would willingly put on, and there- 
fore useless, is the point in the parable here ; not as in 
the earlier Evangelists, the energy with which the stronger 
new will inevitably tear itself clear of the weaker and 
worn-out old. 

I return to the words as recorded by St. Matthew. As 
making room for their true exposition and that of those 
other which follow, it may be needful just to notice and 
set aside one strange misconception of their whole mean- 
ing and intention. I refer to their's who understand by 
the Apiece of new doth' which no man ^pvMeUi upon an 
old garment y as by the * new wine ' which ' no manputteth 
into old hottleSj the fasts and austerities of John's disciples 
and of the Pharisees ; which Christ would not venture as 
yet to impose on his own disciples, however John and 
the Pharisees might safely impose them upon theirs ; who 
were more inured and thus better able to bear them. It 
is marvellous to find an interpreter like Hammond content 
thus to explain Christ's words : * Young novice disciples 
that were not yet renewed by the coming of the Spirit 
upon them, and so were not strong enough for such, must 
not presently be overwhelmed with severe precepts such 
as fasting, &c., lest fhey fall off and be discouraged/' 
One is tempted to ask. Were the disciples of John and of 
the Pharisees * renewed by the coming of the Spirit upon 
them,' that they could bear what Christ's disciples could 
not bear. Maldonatus, an interpreter of greater exe- 
getical talent than Hammond — ^indeed of the very highest, 
where the necessity of maintaining at all costs Roman 
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doctrine does not warp his interpretation — ^is here in the 
same hopeless confusion. It is not to be denied that there 
were some in old time who had shewn them the way in 
this the perversest of all interpretations. Yet these, some 
are cited below,^ were the exception ; for the most part the 
early interpreters grasped rightly the meaning of Christ's 
words. Thus in the Greek Church very distinctly Origen, 
Basil the Great,* Isidore, and Cyril;* and in the Latin 
Hilary,* and Augustine.*^ The last sees the highest fulfil- 

' Thna Tertullian of course {Adv, Marc, iv, 12) : Humiliter reddens 
rationem qaod non possent jejunare filii Sponsi, qaamdia cum eis esset 
Sponsus, postea vero jeju natures proraittens ; neo discipulos defendit, sed 
potius excusavit ; and yet he too has implicitly given the right explana- 
tion elsewhere, when speaking of the Lord's Prayer he says (De Orat. i) : 
Discipulis Novi Testamenti novam orationis formam determinavit ; oportebat 
cnim in hdc quoque specie novum vinum no vis utribus recondi, et novam 
plagulam novo adsui vestimento. So too Theophylact has missed the 
meaning: ^ixof ovv iyvcupov ^ vrjcreia Hal olvoc vkog- Ifidriov iraXcudv koX 
aoKo^^ 4 aaSheia rtjv fiaOTfrCnf, It is curious to find Beza consenting to this 
explanation: I8t4 vero utrdque similitudine significat Christus baberi hu- 
raanffi infirmatatis rationem a Deo, qui non sinat nos supra vires tentari, 
ideoque paulatim militisQ laboribus suos assuefaciat, quod in ipsis etiam 
apostolis prcestitit. 

' The regeneration, as he rightly implies, with the daily renewal which 
the regeneration alone renders possible, constitutes the new vessel, capable 
of receiving the new wine (Horn, in Pi, xxxii.) : ol fth olv bvoKoivohfuvoi 
ifi£p^ Kot rifikfxf Kol rbv Ktuvbv olvov airb r^ afiniXov rtj^ aXriOiv^c X^'^P^^^^^f 
aoKol elvat ^yovrai kv r^ Evayye^fft kmvoL 

■ See Cramer's Catena, in loc. 

* PharissBOs et discipulos Johannls nova non accepturos [dicit] nisi novi 
' fierent. 

* Thus Serm. cclxvii. z : Isti ebrii sunt ; musto pleni sunt. P debaut, et 
aliquid verum dicebant. Iropleti enim erayt utres novo vino. Audistis 
cum Evangelinm legeretur, Nemo mittit vinum novum in utres veteres ; spi- 
ritalia non capit carnalis. Carnalitas vetustas est, gratia novitas est. Quan- 
tocumque homo in melius fuerit innovatus, tanto amplius capit quod verum 
sapit. Elsewhere (QutBst. Etang, ii. 18) Augustine seems to me less firmly 
to grasp Christ's meaning; while Jerome strangely enough in the very tame 
passage (in loc.) gives the two explanations, the wrong and the right, which 
indeed mutually exclude one another ; first the wrong : Quod dicit [Dominus], 
hoc est : Donee renatus quis fuerit, et veteri homine deposito per passionem 
meam, novum hominem induerit, non potest severiora jejunii et continentico 
sustinere prsDcepta. Presently, without any consciousness that he is alto- 
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ment of that word concerning the new wine in the new 
vessels in the gifts of Pentecost ; and loves to put this saying 
of the Lord in relation with that which was spoken by 
the mockers then^ and yet was deepest truth. ^ These 
men are full of new wine ' (Acts ii. 13).^ 

The meaning, as these are all agreed, is this ; No man, 
that is, no man of prudence (for the very consequence 
which He indicates as sometimes following, shews that 
some men do make and have made this mistake), seeks to 
piece out an old garment with a new patch; but when the 
garment is indeed worn-out (for ^ old' here can mean no- 
thing short of this), he perceives that it would be no true 
economy to endeavour with a new piece which would 
not match with the faded and threadbare old, and which 
moreover that worn-out texture would not have strength 
to retain, to fit it for use again. On the contrary, if 
poverty do not hinder (for this is tacitly understood), he 
puts on a garment new altogether, and in this presents 
himself at the bridal feast. They proceed to explain, 
that as such an ancient garment, the great Author of 
all the economies in the Church of God would here 
characterize that elder economy, given by the hand of 
Moses ; whereof these obligatory fasts, which men were 

gether changing his ground, he passes on to the right : Veteres ntree debe- 
mns intelligere Scribas et PharissBos. Plagola vestimenti novi et yinom 
noYum, pr»cepta Evangelica sentienda, qn» non possnnt snstinere Jadiei, ne 
m^or scissara fiat. Tale quid et Galat® facere cnpiebant, ntoam Evangelio 
Legis prcBcepta miscerent, et in utribns yeteribns mitterent vinora noYom. 

* Serm. xxvL : Utres novos ntres veteres mirabantnr ; et calumniando non 
innoTabantnr, nee implebantnr. Serm, cclzyiL : Utres novi erant ; yinam 
novum de csdIo ezpectabatur, et venit ; jam enim fnerat magnns ille Botmt 
oalcatns et glorificatns. So too in one of Adam of St. Victor's magnificent 
Pentecostal hjmns (see mj Sacred Latin Poetry^ p. 192) : 
Utres novi, non vetnsti, 
Sunt capaoes novi mnstL 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AND THE NEW WINE IN THE OLD VESSELS. 177 

now seeking to thrust on his disciples, formed an integral 
part, and of the entire of which they stand as the sign and 
the symbol here. This likening of that elder dispensation 
to such a worn-out garment may seem harshly spoken ; 
yet the language is not stronger than that which St Paul 
uses. Gal. iv. 3, 9 ; nor than that employed in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews (Heb. vii. 18), whefe the apostle speaks 
of the disannulling of the commandment which went 
before ^for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.' 
* It would profit nothing,' Christ would here say, * to seek 
to attach my new as a supplementary patch to that old 
of yours. They would not hold together. My doctrine 
is something different from that which you would have 
it ; something more than a mere supplement to yours, to 
make that good, where it is defective ; to repair that, where 
it is out-worn. It is something which id all of a piece, not 
a righteousness of works, eked out and patched here and 
there with the righteousness of faith, but from head to 
foot a new garment for souls.' It was exactly such a 
piece of patchwork as this, which the Galatians actually 
attempted, and for which St. Paul chides them so 
earnestly (Gal. iii. 2, and throughout). 

And then, as that first comparison had chiefly to do 
with things^ the other which follows, namely of the wine 
and the bottles, has chiefly to do with persons ; as that 
with dodrinCj something therefore more external, even as 
a garment is worn on the outside of the body, this with 
lifCj that which is more inward, as wine is inwardly 
received.^ For we must not regard this as a mere saying 
over again what Christ had said already. Our Lord often 

* Bede : Vino siqnidem intos reficimar, veste autein foris tegimnr. 

N 
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repeats Himself (thus Matt. xiii. 31, 32 compared with 
ver. 33; and again ver. 44 with ver. 45, 46; or Luke 
xiv. 28-30 compared with ver. 31, 32; or xv. 4-7 with 
ver. 8-10), but never merely repeats Himself; it is the 
same, but in some novel point of view, in some deeper 
aspect. Still keeping close to the bridal feast, and to 
the images which it suggests, He goes on to say, ' Neither 
do men put new wine into old bottleSj else the bottles break, 
and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish (cf. Job 
xxxii. 19); but they put new wine into new bottles,^ and both 
are preserved' No prudent man, who means to keep 
his wine for the feast, pours it new, and not as yet having 
worked off its fermenting strength, into skins old, and 
therefore weak and stiff, and possessing no power to 
expand. If the new piece of cloth was the new doctrine, 
which Christ refused to make merely supplementary to the 
old, the new wine, as was just remarked, will be the new life, 
which they only can contain, who are willing to become 
new vessels — ^ willing to become,' I have said ; for spiritual 
things in this differ from things natural, that all are old 
vessels at the first, a Paul as muchasa Caiaphas; only among 
these old vessels, some are willing to be made new, and 
thus continent of the new life ; while others not only are 
old, but are determined to remain in their oldness, even 
after the renewing powers have been brought nigh them, 
and offered to them for their acceptance ; Osheas that 

* Niov olvov and Katvovc aaicoic: but both of necessity translated ^new^ in 
our Version. Tet the variation in the original is instructive, as helping us 
to seize tlie distinction between the words. The wine is vioc^ — what our 
ancestors called stum, or wine of the present year, — in which the process 
of fermentation has not yet taken place ; the bottles or skins (see the Diet, 
of the Bible, art. Bottle), are koivoI, ^new^ in the sense of unused, such as have 
not through wear and tear lost at once their strength and power of ezpan- 
eion. See my Synonyms of the New Teetament, § 60. 
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will not be Joshuas, Jacobs that will not be Israels, and 
Simons that will not become Peters. In the words, * new 
hottleSy we have in fact a hint at the mystery of regenera- 
tion ; and this language He only had a right to use who 
had power to say also, * Behold, I make all things new ' 
(Rev. xxi. 5). There was a restricted sense, indeed, in 
which Christ's apostles were ^new vessels^ ^new^ clothj 
even when He took them. They were far newer, at least, 
than those who had grown old in their frauds and hypo- 
crisies, the Pharisees and their adherents. 

There is another point in which this second comparison 
is in advance of the first. In that, namely, of the piece 
of cloth, the new holds li^^M passive in regard of the old ; 
we can hardly, that is, attribute to it the power of itself 
actually tearing out from the old, however such a rent 
might and would follow on the attempt to combine the one 
with the other. But in this second comparison the new 
wine puts forth an active power for the bursting of the 
old vessels.* Here a new aspect of the truth is presented 
to us, namely, the perilous power which mighty truths 
of God exert, when they are received by men who are 
not thoroughly renewed and transformed by them, who 
remain old men still ; — the imminent danger of the truth, 
so far as these men are concerned, being utterly lost, like 
wine spilt on the ground ; and the men themselves, like 
the bursten vessels, perishing with it. What a key have 
we here to Peasants' Wars, Anabaptist and other anti- 

' A hint of this may lie in the dya^vof of St. Matthew and St Mark; which 
our Translators have rendered * new^"* bat have suggested ' raw or unvorought * 
— ^undre^ed^ woald be still better — in the margin. Bengel gives the true 
intention of the word : Discipulos rudes, novos et integros, null4 pecnliari 
discipline imbutos, snmsit Jesas. 

' Gregory the Great {Afor. xziii. 1 1) : Quia sancti Spiritiis fervor non 
solum veteri sed etiam nov4 vit4 viz capitnr. 

h2 
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nomian excesses in old times and in new! On how 
many a saddest page in the history of the Church, in the 
history too of innumerable lives that have made utter 
shipwreck of themselves, do these words throw light.^ 

Keeping in mind the mournful comment upon these 
words which the Church's history has thus so abundantly 

* An article in the ZeiUchrift far LutherUche TheoUgie und Eirehe, 
iS66y pp. 240-251, with the title, Eine religidee Bewegung in Fmnland, sup- 
plies as monrnfol a commentary on these words as could w^l be found. It 
is the miserable record of a reli^ous awakening among the poor neglected 
Lapps and Finns some twenty years ago— which, for want of wise guidance 
being allowed to become merely subjective, and to divorce itself altogether 
from the Word of God as its rule, and from the order of the Church as 
explaining that rule, ended in blasphemous excesses which remind one of 
nothing so much as the frightful extravagancies of the Brethren of the Free 
Spirit in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries (see Gieseler, Kirch. Geseh, vol. 
II. pt. ii. p. 629). It is indeed startling, and at the same time wonderfully 
instructive as shewing the fixed and narrow limits within which error moves, 
to meet not merely the speculations, but not seldom the very phrases of those 
licentious pantheists, reproducing themselves among the rude and igpiorant 
children of the North. A faithful Swedish pastor who sought, but when 
matters were beyond remedy, to bring back these unhappy people to the 
Word and the Testimony, sets down in his Diary their retorts of a single day 
to his godly warnings. I omit a part, and the rest I prefer to leave in his 
own language: Um Gott fttrchten zu mtlssen, muss man sQndigen; wir sttn- 
digen nicht, denn wer den Geist hat, braucht nicht zu stUidigen; wir 
ftlrchten daher auch Gott nicht Wir sind die Glieder Gottes, welche Gott 
nicht strafen kann ; denn Er kann seine eigenen Glieder weder strafen noch 
verdammen. Wir sind gestorben, und kOnnen nicht sterben. Wir haben 
nicht leibliche, sondem geistliche Glieder. Wir sind auf der neuen Erde 
wohnhaft ; wir sind geistlioh, heilig, gerecht Wir sind die Bibel, das neue 
Testament, der Sinai. Unser Leib ist das Gesetz ; daher haben wir auoh 
das Recht zu urtheilen und zu verdammen. Wir sind Gott der Vater, Gott 
der Sohn, und Gott der lieilige Geist. Der Sohn hat seine Macht, die jetzt 
bei uns wohnt, verloren. Der Geist in uns hat die Macht zu tddten. Der 
Pfarrer, der nicht l&ugnet dass er Fleisch hat, ist sterblich und gehOrt dem 
Teufel. Wir k6nnen das Innere aller Menschen durchschauen, nnd wie 
Christus sagte, Hebe dioh weg von mir, Satan, so haben wir auch das Recht 
euch Teufel zu nennen, nnd mit euch als solchen zu verkehren. Ihr iQgt, 
wenn ilir sagt, * Vater Unser, der du hist im Himmel I' Ihr solltet sagen, 
* Vater Unser, der du hist in der Holle,' denn so lange ihr unbekehrt seid, 
80 ist der Teufel euer Vater. Die Kinder soUen ihren Eltern fluchen, damit 
der Fluch auf diese Weise sich rttckwartz zu unseren Stammeltern verpflanzen 
kOnoe — with not a little more to the same effect 
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supplied, we may more fully understand that gracious 
unwillingness on the Lord's part to put the old vessels to 
this trial, lest they should burst and perish in the process 
of the new wine's fermentation. His words involve, as I 
cannot but believe, a recognition that even those whose 
service is not the highest, may yet be allowed by Him, 
that many lower forms of service besides the service in 
the freedom of the Spirit will yet find merciful acceptance 
with God. • Many an earnest Pharisee, many a rigid dis- 
ciple of John, many an elder brother of the parable, if 
only he has been true to the light which he had, and has 
not had the more excellent way offered to him, and deli- 
berately refused that, shall not be rejected nor cast out. 

I will only observe, before leaving these words, that in 
them are condemned as hopeless, declared to be bound 
over to inevitable failure, not this attempt only, but all 
attempts to combine into one scheme and system hetero- 
geneous materials, having no true affinity with one an- 
other. They refuse to coalesce ; one proves too strong 
for the other. It has been often tried. There is such 
evident power and vitality in the great Christian ideas, 
that even those who have refused to accept Chris- 
tianity as a whole have continually sought to borrow 
from it in part ; to deck their own, which they will not 
renounce, with shreds and patches derived from it; to 
quicken with sparks from a higher source systems from 
which all proper life, if ever they had such, has long since 
departed. When the Neo-Platonists of the second and 
third centuries sought to give a new currency to the myths 
of an effete heathenism, by making them the vehicles of 
Christian ideas, of truths which would never have stirred 
in the thoughts of men, if Christ had not lived and taught 
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and died^ this was at once a sewing of the new patch 
upon the old garment with which it did not agree, and a 
pouring of the new wine into the old vessels which were 
quite incapable of containing it. The same results have 
in every case followed. As in the material world only- 
substances which have affinity to one another will chemi- 
cally unite, so the truth has ever attested itself to be the 
truth by refusing to combine with anything except itself. 

But having thus justified Himself, and in Himself his 
disciples also, the Lord concludes in words which only 
St. Luke has preserved for us, ^ No man aHao having drurJc 
old wine straighMvay deeireth new : for he eaithy The old 
is better J He graciously proceeds, that is, to make excuse 
for the disciples of John (He would scarcely have thought 
it necessary to make one, if the Pharisees had been the 
only ones offended) ; explains how it came to pass that 
these took the offence that they did, could not at once 
find themselves in his doctrine and life. He throws his 
shield over them, lest his disciples, being delivered from 
the assault, should themselves be tempted to become 
assailants in their turn, and to manifest impatience with all 
who failed to recognize and accept at once and without 
hesitation their Lord's word and doctrine as the highest 
and the best. He will check any such intolerance and 
impatience on their parts. Was it to be expected that 
their own, to which these had been accustomed so long, 
should grow out of favour with them on the instant, even 
though He ofifered to them something better in its room ? 
If the new wine did taste somewhat harsh and rough to 
their palates at the beginning, this was only in the natural 
and necessary order of things ; no man used to the old 
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straightway desireth the new, even though it be of a 
much higher quality. But let them have time and op- 
portunity little by little to wean themselves from that 
old, and doubtless there would be found among them 
those who would grow into liking of this new, which 
indeed in a higher sense is the oldest of all (Gral. iii. 17 ; 
I John ii. 7, 8).^ 

Wonderful, and rare as it is wonderful, is the spirit of 
mildness and of toleration for all which is not absolutely 
sinful, so that it shall be allowed to endure till it drop 
away of itself, which speaks out in these words. St. Paul 
entered into his Master's spirit, and acted in practical con- 
formity with it, when he would do nothing to force the 
Jewish converts to forsake their ceremonial law, earnestly 
as he must have desired to see this serious obstacle to an 
entire fusion of the Jewish and Gentile Churches, this 
perilous thing, liable to so much abuse, removed out of 
the way ; but was content to wait patiently till it should 
fall off of itself — ^as a husk falls off, when the fruit which 
it has protected so long, is at length fully formed. 
Reverence for that which has been consecrated by time, 
with an acknowledgement of the mighty force which 
custom and habit exercise on the spirits of men, and at 
the same time a warning to the disciples not to over- 
look this in their impatient expectation that all men, 
whatever their past training and discipline may have been, 
should accept and embrace a more excellent way on the 
very first moment that it is presented to them, all this 
utters itself in these gracious words. 

* Bengel : Paulatim mutantar habitus aoimoraiiL 
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Matt . xyii. i-ij ; Mark iz. a-13 ; Lake ix. 28-36. 

There has been no little debate and diflference of opinion 
on the relation in which the Transfiguration stands to the 
words of Christ which went immediately before, ^ Verih/y 
I say unto you, There he some standing here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his 
hingdom^ or, HiU they have seen the hingdom of God 
come with power ' (Mark) ; or * till they see the kingdom of 
God' (Luke). The point in debate has been this — 
namely, how far the Transfiguration is to be itself regarded 
as a fulfilment of these words ; whether that was a coming 
of the Son of man in his kingdom, a coming of the king- 
dom of Grod with power ; and, if accepted as such, in 
what sense it was such a coming. That the coming of 
which Christ here speaks is not the coming of the Son of 
man to judge the world, of which a little while before He 
spoke (ver. 27), is evident ; for He has said that there 
are those present who shall live to see it ; that it shall fall 
within the lifetime of some of that generation who are 
the Lord's immediate hearers. To this coming, then, at 
the end of the world to judge the world He cannot refer. 
But are we therefore compelled to find in the Trans- 
figuration the fulfilment of his statement, that some stand- 
ing there should not taste of death till they had seen Him 
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coming m his kingdom ? I cannot believe that we are. 
There seem to me, indeed, two most serious objections 
to our doing so. The first is this. Mighty event as 
the Transfiguration doubtless was, and it stands between 
the Temptation in the wilderness, and the Agony in the 
garden, as the culminating point in our Lord's ministry 
upon earth, still the transient glory of it, even grant- 
ing its unutterable significance for Himself and for the 
Church of all times, fails to satisfy and exhaust language 
so vast as this, ^ the Son of man coming in his kingdom^^ 
* the kingdom of God coming with power! Great as is 
the Transfiguration, it is hardly great enough for such 
words as these. But, further than this, it seems im- 
possible to think that our Lord can have used such lan- 
guage of an event removed from the moment at which 
He utters it by no more than the interval of a week. 
This is excellently put by Bishop Horsley,^ little favour 
as his own explanation of the passage deserves to obtain : 
*If the time described as that when the Son of man 
should be seen coming in his kingdom be understood to 
have been the time of the Transfiguration, what will be 
the amount of the solemn asseveration in the text? 
Nothing more than this — ^that in the numerous assembly 
to which our Lord was speaking, composed, perhaps, of 
persons of all ages, there were some, — the expressions 
certainly intimate no great number, — but some few of 
this great multitude there were, who were not to die 
within a week ; for so much was the utmost interval of 
time between this discourse and the Transfiguration. 
Our Lord and Master was not accustomed to amuse his 
followers with any such nugatory predictions. The like 

' Sermom^ vol i. p. 39. 
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argument sets aside another interpretation, in which our 
Lord's ascension and the mission of the Holy Grhost are 
considered as the "coming in his kingdom" intended in 
the text. Of what importance was it to tell a numerous 
assembly (for it was not to the disciples in particular, but 
to the whole multitude, as we learn from St. Mark, that 
this discourse was addressed) — to what purpose, I say, 
could it be, to tell them that there were some among 
them who were destined to live half a year?' 

For myself, I can find no satisfactory explanation of this 
prediction except such a one as shall recognize its fulfil- 
ment in that mightiest judgment act of the Son of man, 
which the world has yet seen, which, so far as we can 
understand, it will ever see, until his final coming as the 
Judge of quick and dead. I refer to that tremendous catas- 
trophe, the destruction of Jerusalem, — when, indeed, that 
old Jewish economy passed away with a great noise ; and, 
extricated from that wreck and ruin, there emerged what 
it is not too much to call a new earth and a new heaven ; 
when the things shaken were removed to the end that 
Christ's saints might receive a kingdom which could not 
be moved. This event, when the Lord spake, was some 
forty years distant, or more. To men of full age it was not 
then a mere nugatory prediction, that they should live to 
see this event, at once so terrible and so magnificent, the 
close of one eeon, and the commencement of another; 
divided from them, as it was, by so many years ; even as 
these words of Christ compel us to believe that, if only for 
one apostle, yet for more than one of the disciples then 
standing there, it was fulfilled. The passage will thus 
be brought into instructive relation to other Scriptures, 
on which it will throw, and from which it will receive, 
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light. For example^ what other explanation can that 
announcement, ^ Verily, I say unto you. This generation 
shall not pass till all be fulfilled ' (Matt. xxiv. 34), obtain ? 
A consummation of all things, not, indeed, the final and 
exhaustive one, in some sort only a rehearsal of that, it is 
here declared should find place before that whole genera- 
tion in whose hearing the Lord spake, should have died. 
Again, when speaking concerning John, the Lord says to 
Peter, ^ If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee?' (John xxi. 22), this Hill I come' cannot be in- 
terpreted of the final coming ; for an * If I will,' spoken 
by those lips, is very much more than a mere expression 
of power, that He could keep John in life if He chose. 
The words must be accepted as expressing not merely 
what He could do, but what He intended to do. It is 
clear, however, that He did not intend this, disciple whom 
He loved, to tarry till his final coming ; for, not to say 
that there would have been something monstrous in a life 
protracted so, we know the place and date of his death. 
It follows that his ^ till I come ' must receive another 
interpretation, and that can be no other than one which 
will put that statement into closest connexion with this 
wherewith we are dealing now. Let me observe, before 
leaving this subject, that, accepting the judgment on the 
Jewish Church as a coming of the Lord,^ all difficulty in 
respect of such passages as Jam. v. 8, 9, will at once be 
removed. Yet a little while, St. James reminds them to 
whom he writes, and the tyrannous oppression which they 
endure from Jewish adversaries will have for ever passed 
away ; yet a little while, and Christ will have sent his 

* Hammond has more than one able note upholding this interpretation, 
thns here, and on Matt xxi?. 3. 
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armies, Himself their invisible Captain, and destroyed tlie 
city of those murderers, and delivered his own from their 
tyranny for ever.^ 

But is there then, it may, be asked, no real connexion 
whatever between these words of Christ, and the Trans- 
figuration, which in all three of the synoptic Gospels is 
brought into such close and significant juxtaposition with 
it, which all three are so careful to declare to have 
followed on the seventh day succeeding ? A most real 
connexion — ^the Transfiguration was a prelude and a 
pledge of that which should be hereafter. In that it was 
clearly shown that He spoke not at random, who spoke of 
his kingdom. It was shown that He had a kingdom to 
come in ; a glory ready at any moment to bur§t forth, 
however for the moment it might be covered and con- 

* It most be freely owned that nearly all the early ezpositora, the Fathers 
and medieval interpreters, find in the glory of the Transfiguration that which 
for them satisfies and fulfils the prediction that has just gone before, * There 
hs 9ome standing here, which shaU not taste of death, till they see the Son of 
man coming in his kingdom,'^ At the same time, when their statements are 
closely examined, It will be found that in almost every instance they have 
felt themselves obliged to moderate and temper these, so that the Trans- 
figuration shall in fact be rather a prelude and prophecy of the coming in 
glory than the very coming itself. I quote a few passages in proot And 
first one or two from the Greek Fathers. Thus Basil the Great {Hom, in 
Ps, 44) : d6w 61 avTov t6 k6X^ Hirpoc koI ol vim Tijq ppovr^ iv r^ dpex, Koi 
TO irpoolfita Tfj^ kvdd^ov avrov napovala^ wfiakftolqTuapelvKorri^tiidrjaav, 
Theodoret {Ep, 145), having spoken of the glories of our Lord^s person and 
vestment, goes on: kdida^e dta Tobruv ri7f Sevripac kiri^avelac ^dv 
Tpdirov. So too the Latin Fathers. Thus Augustine {JSxp. Ep, ad OaL 
c. ii.) : Ipsis tribus se in monte Dominus ostendit in signiflcatione regni tvi, 
cum ante sex dies dixisset, Sunt hie qaidam, ^. And Leo the Great (Serm. 
94) : In regno suo, id est, in regid elaritate, Anselm (Horn, 4) : Venientem 
in regno suo viderunt eum discipuli sui, qui in e4 elaritate viderunt fulgen- 
tem in monte, in qu4 peracto judicio ab omnibus Sanctis in regno suo vide- 
bitur. And in the modern Roman Catholic Church, Maldonatus : Christus 
Transfigurationem regnum suum vocat, non quia proprie regnum, sed quia 
futuri regni imago erat . . . Illud ipsum regnum tres ill! apostoli non in ipso 
■ed in fignrd, non pra&sens, sed per transenoam ostensum viderunt. 
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cealed from the eyes of men, from the eyes even of 
those who were in closest communion with Him. The 
Transfiguration is an earnest in hand of a glory 
hereafter to be revealed. 

But while the relation in which the Transfiguration 
stands, and on which the Evangelists lay so marked an 
emphasis, to that memorable prediction of the Lord's, is 
worthy of our exactest study, it is not less important to 
observe another connexion in which it stands, and in 
which they are all careful to place it, namely, with the 
first distinct announcement which the Saviour has made 
to his disciples, of his sufierings, rejection, and death 
(Matt. xvi. 21 ; Mark ix. 31 ; Luke ix. 22), an announce- 
ment which had so greatly startled, surprized, and dejected 
them. For indeed this connexion supplies us with a very 
weighty hint for the right understanding of this solemn 
scene, and of the ends which it was meant to serve, as a 
confirmation of their faith, and as helping them to confirm 
the faith of others. How deep and lasting an impression 
it had made on them we best gather from the fact that 
more than thirty years after, St. Peter refers to it as an 
evidence to himself, an evidence therefore to all who 
received his word, that in declaring to them ^ the power 
and coming of the Lord Jesus Christ,' he had not followed 
cunningly devised fables (2 Pet. i. 15-19). To them 
who had just heard of the suflferings of Christ there was 
here vouchsafed a prophetic glimpse into the glory which 
should follow, that in the strength of this they might not 
be troubled nor offended at the prospect of these suffer- 
ings now, nor at the sufferings themselves which pre- 
sently should arrive. Nor may we regard it merely as 
an act of condescension to their weakness. This would 
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be to rob the Transfiguration of very much of its meaning. 
For the Lord Himself also this prelibation of glory 
had doubtless its highest significance. It was a mighty 
strengthening and refreshing of Himself, no less than of 
his disciples, against that coming day of humiliation and 
agony. He did not merely manifest to others that glory 
which should one day be his, but became more fully con- 
scious of it Himself, and that He already possessed it ; 
however He might voluntarily defer its full manifestation ; 
— not to say that in this momentary breaking forth of 
that inward splendour, for the most part . hindered and 
restrained by the sackcloth covering of the flesh, there 
was a step in the progressive glorifying of that humanity 
which He had assumed. But it will be better not to 
anticipate what will presently find its fitter place. 

* After six days Jeeua tdketk with Him Peter and James 
and John J Not without a meaning is it so carefully noted 
by all the Evangelists that it was ' after six days' (Mat- 
thew, Mark) — the ^ eight days after'^ of St. Luke being no 
contradiction, but only a diflferent way of counting, leaving 
as it does the six complete days between — that the Trans- 
figuration found place. There are six days of the world s 
work, which the seventh day's glory, of which we have 
here a foretaste, is to follow. Three of his disciples the 
Lord takes with Him, that in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word maybe established (Deut. xix. 15) ; 
these three, the flower and crown of the apostolic band, the 



* Gerhard {LoH Theoll. xxxii. 2) : Post dies sex Christns coram discipQlia 
transfignratar; sic exacto hnjas vit® sextiduo saocedet iBternntn sabbatum, 
in quo piomm corpora clarificabnntur. Quid tota lino vita aliad est qnain 
sex dies laboris! illos seqnetar qnies sabbati, et pioram gloria sterna. 
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* coryphaei/ as Chrysostom calls them, and not now alone 
favoured above the rest (Matt. xxvi. 37; Luke viii. 51) ; 
they are Peter, who loved Him so much (John xxi. 17), 
and John, whom He loved so much (John xxv. 20), and 
James, who should first attest that death could as little as 
life separate from his love (Acts xii. 1); being the same 
three who should hereafter be witnesses of the deepest 
depth of his, humiliation in the Agony of the garden, and 
who therefore were thus fitly forearmed by what they now 
beheld against what they should then behold. 

Having taken these. He ^ leadeth them up into an high 
mountain apart by themselves! The tradition which makes 
Mount Tabor to have been this 'high mountain^ though 
for many ages not so much as called in question, does not 
date farther back than the fourth century, Cyril of Jeru- 
salem ^ being the first to mention it. Indeed there is an 
earlier tradition still, which places the scene of the Trans- 
figuration on the Mount of Olives, near Jerusalem,' but 
one which seems to have obtained little acceptance. Tabor 
having been once fixed on (it probably was so, as the 
highest and goodliest mountain in Galilee, rising in an 
almost perfect-cone from the plain,' and, though unnamed 
in the New, of frequent commemoration in the Old Testa- 
ment; thus see Judg. iv. 6, 14; viii. 18; Ps. Ixxxix. 12; 
Jer. xlvi. 18), there were built churches, and presently 
monasteries, on its summit — three of the former to corre- 
spond to the three tabernacles which Peter was not 
permitted to build ! But while evidence in favour of 

' Cateeh, xii. 16. In the Greek Church the festival of the Transfiguration 
(Aug. 6) has derived its name, Td QapCtptov^ from this tradition. 

* Ritter gives in proof a reference, Itin. Anton, Aug, et Eufro9olytanum^ 
od, Parthej, 1848, which I have not verified. 

■ A<5^ ftaoToeiSr/^ Polyhius (v. 70. 6) calls it 
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Tabor there is absolutely none, that against it is strong, is 
indeed decisive. * The historical data which we possess, 
shew that the summit of the mountain was employed 
without any intermission between the times of Antiochus 
the Great, 218 b. c, and the destruction of Jerusalem 
under Vespasian, as a stronghold, and was by no means 
the scene of peace and solitude whither one would flee, 
anxious to escape the turmoil of the world. The con- 
secration which quiet and seclusion give was only reached 
after the fortresses which once crowned its summit had 
been laid low.'^ It is impossible therefore that Tabor 
can have been that ^ holy mountain,' to which the Lord 
retired that He with his three disciples might be there, 
^ apart hy themselves.^ It may perhaps have been Hermon, 
or one of the spurs of the Antilebanon. But, whatever 
mountain it was, it certainly is not for nothing that this 
and so many other of the most memorable events in Holy 
Scripture find place upon mountains ; as the offering of 
Isaac (Gen. xxii. 14), the giving of the old Law (Exod. 
xix. ; D^ut. xxxiii. 2), and of the new (Matt. v. 1), the 
last decisive conflict between Jehovah and Baal (1 Kin. 
xviii.), the apparition of the risen Lord (Matt, xxviii. 16) ; 
from ^a very high mountain' the vision of the New Jeru- 
salem is vouchsafed to Ezekiel (xl. 2), and to St John 
(Rev. xxi. 10). It was not by accident that in the days of 
his flesh the Lord was wont to withdraw to a mountain for 
prayer (Matt. xiv. 23 ; Luke xxi. 37 ; John vi. 15), even 
as, according to St. Luke, it was for prayer that He retired 
to this the mount of his Transfiguration. Towering above 

* Bitter, Comparative Geography o/Falestine, English translation, toI. iL 
p. 313 ; compare Robinson, Bibl. BeeeareJieMy vol. iii. pp. ^^o-^^s ; Herzog, 
EneyclopddUj art. ThaI>or. 
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the smoke and stir of this dim and lower earth, advancing 
their heads into a purer atmosphere and one nearer to 
heaven, they have in them a sort of natural ^ Sursum corda/ 
which constitutes them fittest spots for such nearer com- 
merce with God, or special communications from Him.^ 

Being there, 'He was transfigured before them^ St. 
Luke, writing primarily for Greek readers, avoids this word, 
* transfigured^ or transformed ; (* metamorphosed' would be 
a still closer rendering), which St. Matthew and St. Mark 
do not shrink from employing. He avoids it, probably, 
because of the associations of the heathen mythology, 
which would so easily, and almost inevitably, attach them- 
selves to it in the imagination of a Greek.* He is satis- 
fied with telling us * that the fashion of his countenance 
was altered;^ adding to this that it was 'as He prayed' 
that this marvellous change came over Him (cf. Isai. Ixv. 
24 ; Dan. ix. 21 ; 2 Cor. iii. 18, where the significant 
word fierafiop^vneda occurs). It was a change not 
without its weaker analogies, and prophetic anticipations 
in other personages of Scripture, in Moses for example, 
when the skin of his face shone after he had come from 
talking with God upon the mount (Exod. xxxiv. 29-35) ; 
which circumstance therefore Hilary rightly calls a figure 
of the Transfiguration.* Another such figure, though 

* Witsius (De Olor\f, Jesu in Monte, 7) : Sed et ipsa Transfiguratio vide- 
batur montem poscere, enmqae sablimem ; ut loci ratio responderet con- 
dition! glori89 in qu4 tunc Christus conspiciebatar. 

* Jerome warns against such an abnse of lurefiop^rj here : Nemo pntet 
pristinam earn formam amisisse; non snbstantia tollitnr, sed gloria com- 
matatar. Anselm : Kon formam humani corporis amisit, sed saam saommqae 
glorificationem preemonstravit. In naming tliis great event, the German 
theology, calling it * die Verklirnng,' or * the Glorification ' (it is frequently 
' Clarificatio ' in the early Lutheran diyines), has seized this point, nut 
exactly the same as our * Transfiguration.' 

* Figura transfiguration is. 
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not now an anticipation, but a reminiscence of it, the 
martyrdom of St. Stephen affords, when those who looked 
at him ^ saw his face as it had been the face of an angel ' 
(Acts xvi. 15) ; and how often at the departure of holy 
saints and servants of God has some such gleam of the 
coming glory been observed to light up their countenances 
even here. 

But in the Lord of glory it was not the countenance 
only, which thus wore a splendour different from the 
common ; in addition to this, ^ his raiment was white and 
glistering ; ' ^ or, as St. Mark has it, * became shining j ex- 
ceeding white as snow ' (cf. Rev. i. 14), ^ so as no f idler on 
earth can white them.* It was probably night, when this 
marvellous spectacle was vouchsafed to the disciples. 
Such an assumption best explains ^ the next day ' of Luke 
ix. 37. This, if it was so, must have infinitely enhanced 
the grandeur of the vision ; although the brightness doubt- 
less was such as would have, paled even the noonday sun 
(Acts xxii. 10). Indeed all words seem weak to the 
Evangelists, all images to fail them here. St. Mark, whose 
words I have quoted, borrows one image from the world of 

' Bengel : i^atnpAnrcjVj ab intra, gloriA corporis translacente, et poros 
Testimenti permeante; compare the ikX&fiyjfovai^ which the Lord ascribes 
and promises to his saints, Matt. xiii. 43. Ktmb^ i^aarpdinuv is not * white 
and glistering ' (E. V.) ; but e^aarpdirTuv (cf. Ezek. i. 4> 7 ; Nah. iii. 3) is 
the modal explanation of Anwc($c, ^tohiUy^ and so white that it was ^ glistering^ 
as well. This last word is a happy one; ^effulgent,* which hardlj existed 
in the language when our Version was made, would not express it as well, 
while *fulgurant,* and 'effulgurant,* are too merely Latin words. As 
''gVutering ' in like manner we are to understand the * raiment white as snow ' 
of the angel at the empty tomb (Matt, xxviii. 3) ; not the garment of inno- 
cence, but of glory ; the same angel being described in St. Luke as clothed 
*in shining garments* (affrpaTroiaatr) ; so too tlie great white throne^ of 
Rev. XX. II is equivalent to *the throne 0/ glory ^ of Matt. xxv. 31, for 
light at the utmost intensity is white; from this, too, we may farther 
explain Dan. vii. 9 ; Rev. i. 14. 
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nature, another from that of man's art and device ; by 
these he struggles to set forth and reproduce for his 
readers the transcendant brightness of that light which 
now arrayed, and from head to foot, the person of the 
Lord, breaking forth from within, and overflowing the 
very garments which He wore ; until in their eyes who 
beheld. He seemed to clothe Himself with light as with 
a garment, light being indeed the proper and peculiar 
garment of Deity (Ps. civ. 2 ; Hab. iii. 4). In the cir- 
cumstance that his glory was not one which was lent 
Him, but his own, bursting forth as from an inner fountain 
of light, not merely gilding Him from without ; not play- 
ing, like that of Moses, on the skin and surface of his 
countenance, perhaps also in its being a glory which 
arrayed not his face alone, but his entire person, we have 
those tokens of superiority, those prerogatives of the 
Master above the servants, which we are evermore able to 
trace even in matters wherein one or another of these 
may seem to have anticipated, and thus to have come 
into some sort of competition with Him.* 

I have lightly touched already, and shall have occasion 

* Witsins (MeUt, Leid. p. 306) : Qnorsam ea omnia? Et Ohristi caas&, 
et nostri. Gliristi intererat ut liooc ipsi evenirent, quippe quern Pater h&o 
qa&dara crolestis glorica anticipatione ad instanscertaraen animare constituit. 
Qnnm difficnltates prophetiei mnneris BnscipiendfB esuent, apertar& caeli, 
descensa Spiritiis, et compellatione Putris gratissini4, mirabillter animatus 
est (Matt. iii. 16). Nunc quoin instaret tempos quo se ut Pontifex Patri 
oblaturus erat requum fuit ut splendidisi vestibus exomatns, ex earum ao 
faciei susa fulgore experhmdo disceret, quae post sui oblationem gloria ipsum 
maneret in crolis. Instabat hora, qui controversia ipsi de regrio contu- 
meliosiasimum in raodura movenda, et regni professio in crimen morte 
piandum imputanda, regiaque ipsius dignitas infami ludibrio exponenda 
erat. Sed insolit4 h&c plus quam regii splendorlsexhibitione clarius demon- 
* Btravit Rex cselorum quanto ipsuin in bonore haberet, quam Assnerus olim 
MardocbsDo, in omni isto invidiosa) pomp;u apparatu, quern ei per Hamanem 
prmstari jussit. 

O 2 
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to dwell further on some aspects, in which the Trans- 
figuration may be regarded as designed to strengthen and 
encourage the hearts first of those who witnessed it, and 
then of all those to whom their witness came. But in 
addition to these it has ever been contemplated in the 
Church as a prophecy of the glory which the saints shall 
have in the resurrection.^ As was the body of Christ on 
the Mount, so hereafter shall their bodies be. It is diffi- 
cult not to recognize a direct reference to the Transfigura- 
tion in the words of St. Paul, where he speaks of Christ's 
body of glory to which hereafter the body of our humilia- 
tion shall be conformed (Phil. iii. 21) ; while in passages 
out of number we have hints of the luminous character 
of the future glorified bodies of the redeemed (Dan. xii. 3 ; 
Matt xiii. 43 ; i Cor. xv. 43 ; Col. iii. 4 ; i Pet. v. 1 ; 
Rev. iii. 4, 5 ; Wisd. v. 7) ; all these Scriptures pointing 
to the glorious conformity of their bodies then, with all 
which his body at this time was, who now shewed in 
Himself, as the first fruits of the new creation, what here- 
after He should shew in all them that were his. 

' And behold ' (wonder within wonder), * there Ojppeared 
v/rUo them Mosee and Eliaa^ talhmg with Him' * The 



' Leo the Great {8erm, zciv.): In transfigpiratione illad principaliter 
agebatar, nt de cordibas discipnioram scandalnm cracis tolleretar ; sed non 
ininore providenti& spes Sanctse Ecclosisd fondabatar, nt totam oorpas 
Christi agnosceret qaali esset coramatatione donandam, nt ejns sibi honoris 
eonsortinm membra promitterent, qni in capite prssfnlsisset. Gregory the 
Great {Moral, xxxii. 6) : In transfignratione qnid alind qnam resnrrectionis 
ultima gloria nnnciatnr f So in the Greek service-books : 6el^ai pov^/ievog 

* One of the best and soundest of the Mjstics, Richard of St. Victor, 
warning agdnst visions, and urging the necessity of trying all such by the 
Word of God, of making that the standard by which all subjective revela- 
tions should be tried^ whether they were indeed of God, or only delusions 
of the enemy, has some striking admonitions drawA from this presence of 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE TBANSFIOUBATIOJSr. 197 

question, How the disciples knew these two to be Moses 
and Elias, is surely an idle one ; and the suggestion that 
they gathered , their knowledge from the conversation 
which they overheard, or that they recognized the horns 
of Moses, or the ascetic garments of Elias, merely super- 
fluous. That elevation of their whole spiritual life, that 
ecstatic state of a divine clairvoyance^ if we may use this 
word without offence, in which alone they could have 
seen these sights at all, will have left them in no doubt 
concerning those whom they now saw, holding this con- 
verse with their Lord. Their recognition of them we 
must regard as immediate and intuitive.^ It is the same 
question as is sometimes asked about Paul, namely, how 
he should have seen in a vision a man whose name he 
knew to be Ananias (Acts. ix. 12). It can only be replied 
that the vision which shewed him the man, imparted to 
him also the name of the man. 

But while this question may thus be dismissed, we 
cannot so dismiss another, namely, why the two who 
appear should be exactly Moses and Elias ? It was not 
merely that among all the prophets and saints of the 

f 

M0868 and Elias with tlie Lord in the Mount {Benjamin Minor^ Ixxzi.) : 
Sed 81 jam ta existimas ascendisse ad cor altum, et apprehendisse montem 
illnm excelsam et magnum, si jam te credis Ohristum videre transfiguratnm, 
qnidqnid in illo videas, qnidqnid ab illo aadias, non ei facile credas, nisi 
ocnrrant ei Mojses et Elias. Suspecta est mihi omnis Veritas quam non 
confirmat Scriptorarum anctoritas, nee Christum in su4 clarificatione recipio, 
si non assistant ei Moyses et Elias. Compare Thauler, HomiluB^ 1553, 
p. 540. 
' As Sedulius {Carm, Patch, 186) puts it well : 

Ignotos ocdlis viderunt lumine eordU. 

He proceeds with verses which are worth qucrting, on the purpose of their 

appearing : 

Ut mijor sit nostra fides, huno esse per orbem 
Prinoipiura et finem, huno Alpha viderier, huno O, 
Quern medium tales circumfulsere prophet®. 
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Old Testament these were the two, of whom the one had 
not died (2 Kin. ii. 2 ; cf. Ecclus. 48), and the other had 
no sooner tasted of death than probably his body was 
withdrawn from under the dominion of death and of him 
that had the power of death (Deut xxxiv. 6 ; Jade 9); the 
two, therefore, whose apparition in glorified bodies before 
the day of resurrection had less in it perplexing than that 
of any others would have had. This was something ; but 
much more that these two wdre the acknowledged heads 
and representatives, the one of the Law, the other of the 
prophets; in which Law and prophets the whole Old 
Testament is commonly summed up (Matt. vii. 12).^ 

' And they were tdOciT^ with JeeusJ What the matter 
of this august conference was only St. Luke tells us, namely, 
that ^ they spake of his decedse^ which He should accom^ 

' It behoyed the Lord, in Tertullian^s words {Adv. Mare, iv. 21), cnm 
illU Tideri, qnibas in revelationibns erat vidus ; cum illb loqni, qni earn 
fnerant locuti; cam eis gloriam snam communicare, a qnibas Dominus 
gloriffi nancapabatnr ; cam principalibns sais, qaoram alter popali infonnator 
aliqaaudo, alter reformator qnandoqne, alter initiator Veteris Testainenti, 
alter consummator Novi. Angastine {Serm, 232) : Evangelium testimoBinm 
habet a Lege et prophetis. Ideo et in monte qaando voluit ostendere 
Dominas noster Jesns gloriam snam, inter Moysen et Eliam stetit. Medias 
in honore ipse fnlgebat ; Lex et prophetsB a lateribas adtestabantnr. Cf. 
Serm. 78: Hie Dominas, hie Lex et Prophet®; sed Dominas tanqnam 
Dominas ; Lex in Mojse, Prophetia in £Ii& ; sed ipsi tanqnam servi, tan- 
qnam ministri. Ipsi tanqnam vasa, ipse tanqaam fons. Mojses et Pro- 
phetfe dicebant, et scribebant ; sed de illo implebantur, qnando fundebant. 
cf. De Doctr. Chriit ii. 25 ; Leo the Great (Serm, 94) : Qnid hoc stabilius, 
qaid firmias verbo, in cigiis prsedicatione Veteris et Novi Testamenti con- 
cinit tnba, et cam EvangelicA doctrinA antiqnarum protestationnm instrn- 
menta coucnrrnnt? Adstipniantnr enim sibi invicem ntriasqae fosderis 
paginsB, et qnem snb velamine m/steriornm prsecedentia signa promiserant 
manifestom atqne perspicnnm pr»sentis glorias splendor ostendit. 

» Ti^ i^odav. The word is not withont its special solemnity. He who 
has an eloodog (Acts xiii. 24) into the world, has also an l^o^ ont of the 
world. St Peter employs the same word of his own * decease,' 2 Pet.i. 15 ; 
cf. Wisd. viL 6 ; for a similar nse of iKpaaig, see Heb. xiii. 7 ; of A^«^«f, Acts 
xz. 29. Bengel : Vocabnlum valde grave, quo continetnr Passio, Crux, 
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pUsh at Jerusalem;^ of that ^decease' prefigured by the 
types of the law (Num. xxi. 9 ; Exod. xii. 46) fore-an- 
nounced by the oracles of the prophets (Zech. xii. 10; 
Isai. liii. 9).^ ^Decease' has now become so mere a 
synonym for death, it has so much lost its proper sense 
of departure, i. e. out of this life (decessus), that, as we 
read in the English, we are in danger of missing, indeed 
we can hardly help missing, an allusion which must at 
once suggest itself to every reader of the Greek. We 
fail to mark the relation, which the sacred historian could 
scarcely not have intended us to recognize, between this 
'exodus' and an earlier; to recognize in this an 'accom- 
plishing' or fulfilling, as he is careful to note, by the 
Saviour at Jerusalem of an 'exodus' (Heb. xi. 22) 
which Moses and Joshua had begun in Egypt and in the 
wilderness, but had not accomplished (Heb. iv.); the 
'exodus,' that is, or going out of God's people, their 
Captain and Commander leading the way, from this 
present evil world. 

The unity of the Old and New Covenant is wonderfully 
attested in this apparition of the princes of the Old in 
solemn yet familiar intercourse with the Lord of the New ; 
and not the unity only, but with this unity the subordina- 
tion of the Old to the New, that ' Christ is the end of the 
law' (Rom. x. 4), and the object to which all prophecy 

Mors, Resnrreotio, Adsoensio. The Latin ezcessns, which is an exact 
parall(4, has preciselj the same more solemn use ; thas Cicero {Rep, ii. 30) : 
Post obitnm, vel potias ezoessuin Romoli. It is noticeable that Ohrysostom 
twice reads dd^av here ; which is not a mere inadvertence, for he comments 
on the word which he thus reads. There is no vestige of any such reading 
having ever existed. 

' Qerhard {Harm, 87) : Institntum itaque fbit colloquium de illo ipso 
articulo, quo apostoli paulo ante offensi fuerant; nimirum de passione et 
morte Servatoris nostri, Jesn OhristL 
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pointed (Acts x. 43; xxviii. 23; Rom. iiL 21), that there- 
fore the great purpose of these had now been fulfilled ; 
all which was declared in the &ct that, after their testimonj 
thus given, Moses and Elias disappear, while Christ only 
remains. It need hardly be observed what strength there 
was here, and in the remembrance of this scene, for the 
disciples, when they shpold afterwards behold their Lord 
put to death as a breaker of the law of Moses, as a false 
snatcher to Himself of the words of the prophets. 

^ But Peter and they that were with him were heavy 
with sleep ; and when they were awake^ they saw his glory, 
and the two men that stood with HvmJ These words are 
too often misunderstood, indeed, until the translation is 
corrected, they can hardly fail to be misunderstood. It 
is usual to take the disciples to task for this sleep of theirs 
at such a moment,^ and to find a parallel to it in the sleep 
of the same three in the garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 
XX vi. 40-45) . The parallel is altogether misleading. That 
was a somnolence not without its guilt ; while they were 
sleeping that untimely sleep, they should have been 
watching and praying, seeking strength for themselves 
and help for their Lord. But that the eyes of the disciples 
here * were heavy with sUep^ this might be, and was, an 
evidence of human infirmity — of the inability of this frail 
nature of ours to bear a weight of glory, when it is laid 
upon it, but this was all.' The true parallels to the words 



' Thus Gerhard (Lod TheoU, xzzii. 2) : Discipn]! somno erant grayad, 
per qaem denotator nostra somnolentia, quod gloriam Tits setenuB non 
satis sstimamns ac meditamar. 

* Ghrjsostom has a right insight into the matter: vkvw hrmfOa koXuv 
[6 Aomacl rdv noTwv xdpov rbv airb t^ iil/eug ixeivrK oirrok tjrya4fiewov 
And Ambrose: Somno gravati erant. Premit enim incomprehensibilb 
splendor divinitatb noftri corporis sensns. 
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before us axe Gen. xv. 12; Dan. x. 9; Zech. iv. i; and 
we may add, as materially helping to illustrate what the 
condition of the three apostles was, Num. xxiv. 4. Theirs 
in fact was an ecstatic state, one of a divine clairvoyance ; 
even as in such only would they have been capable of 
beholding what they then beheld ; their eyes burdened 
with sleep, but they not asleep ; for having resisted all the 
temptations of this frail nature to succumb under the 
burden of this glory — and what a burden it is to be the 
immediate recipient of any divine revelation Daniel has 
often told us (vii. 28; viii. 27; x. 8, 11, 16) — ^Tiaving 
Jcept themselves awake ihrougTiout ' (for this, and not ' when 
they were awalce^ is the right rendering),^ ^ they saw his 
glory y and the two men that stood tvith Him' The disciples 
saw this vision, as indeed it only could have been seen, 
'in spirit' (Acts x. 10; xi. 5; xxii. 27; 1 Cor. xiv. 15; 
Rev. i. 10) ; whether in the body or out of the body they 
could not, any more than St. Paul in a later ecstasy 
(2 Cor. xiL 3), have told.* It is from this point of view, 
and keeping this in mind, that we must explain another 
notice which also we owe exclusively to St. Luke — his 
comment, namely, on St. Peter's proposal which presently 
follows — to wit, that he made it ' not Icnowing what he 
said' TertuUian long ago gave the right explanation of 
this ^not hnowing what he said,^ which many have 

' AioYprryopiaavTec, not yigilontes (Vulg.), nor cnm evigil^ssent (Beza), 
nor postqaam experrecti sant (Oastalio), wliich all are in error. Aiayptiyo- 
pia Rost and Palm rightly render darcbwachen, and refer to Herodian, 
iii. 4. 8 : iraa^ r^ vwcrof duiyprryop^avrec. 

• Compare Philo, Quis Rer. Div, Rtxres, § S3t who there and elsewhere 
has mnch to saj on the trne character of the Scriptural iKaraaiCj whicli word 
he found in his Septuagint at Gen. ii. 21 ; X7. 12. 

■ Adv, Mare, iv. 22 : In spiritu enim homo constitutus, prassertim cum 
gloriam Dei conspioit, vel cnm per ipsnm Deos loqnitar, necease est ezcidat 
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subsequently missed.^ It is no apology upon the part of 
the Evangelist for St. Peter's untimely proposal, still less 
a judgment upon it. Shortsighted, inopportune it may 
have been ; and, while testifying for his zeal and for his 
delight in that heavenly communion, in some sense it was. 
This, however, is not what St. Luke would affirm ; but 
that he so spake, being out of himself, not indeed demena 
but amenSj rapt into another world, a world of fear and 
wonder, into conditions altogether remote from the com- 
mon ; as appears still more plainly in the parallel state- 
ment of St. Mark ; 'for he wiat not what to say ^ for they 
were sore afraid' 

To return, however, to his actual words : 'Then answered 
Peter ^ and said unto Jesus^ Lord^ it zs good for us to he 
here; if Thou wiU^ let us make here three tabernacles^ one 
for Thee^ and one for Moses^ and one for Elias' This 
proposal, as St. Luke, again significantly completing the 
other Evangelists, informs us, he made, ' as they departed 
from Hvm.'^ It is too brief a converse, too transient a 
glimpse and foretaste of the heavenly glory. He will 
fain detain these august visitors. Wherefore should aU 
these marvels of the higher world be shewn to them, only 
to be withdrawn again in an instant. ' It is good for us to 
he here ' — ^better, as no doubt he felt, than to be rejected of 
the Jews, better than to suffer many things of the Elders 
and Chief Priests and Scribes, and be killed (Matt xvi. 
21). But that holy retirement in which they were was 

sensn, obnmbratos scilicet virtutc diving .... Interim facile est ameDtiam 
\=iKaTaatv\ Petri probare. Qaomodo enim Mojsem et Eliam cognoTisset 
nisi in spiritu ? 

^ Gerhard for example : Hano vocem ez oamali insciti& profeotum esse 
Lucas testator, Non enim noverat qnid loqneretnr. 

• A somewhat feeble rendering of iv r^ diax<^pl^taBai avrobg aw* ovro^ 
on which Beza rightl/ comments, e conspectn abreptL 
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^ goody as he esteemed it, not merely as a safe withdrawal 
from all this evil, but also for the sweetness which he 
found in the communion and fellowship which it offered. 
^ But what/ exclaims Anselm in a sermon of extraordinary 
richness and beauty, from which I have already quoted one 
or two fragments, ^ if the contemplation of Christ's glorified 
manhood so fiUed the apostle with joy that he was un- 
willing to be sundered from it, how shaU it fare with them 
who attain to the contemplation of his glorious Godhead ? 
and if it was so good a thing to dwell with two of his 
saints, how then to come to the heavenly Jerusalem, to 
the general assembly and Church of the firstborn that are 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to 
these, not seen through a glass and darkly, but face to 
face?' 

But tarrying on the summit of that mountain they will 
need, as the apostle conceives, that some kind of shelter 
be provided for them ; so are things earthly confused 
with things heavenly in his mind. He, ever prompt 
for action, as ready with the labour of his hands as with 
the love of his heart, aided by the other two, will 
quickly prepare some slight booths of the branches of 
trees, or of whatever else may come to hand, in which 
they may tarry : ^ let us make here three tahemacles^ one 
for Theey and one for Moses, and one for Elias'^ That 
there is any aUi;sion here to the Feast of Tabernacles, 
that St. Peter is measuring here the heavenly felicity by 
that poor earthly copy, I cannot for an instant believe ; 
and altogether it seems to me that he is very needlessly 
schooled and found fault with by modem commentators, 
and, indeed, by some ancient interpreters as well, for 

'Ambrose: Impiger operarins qommonis obseqaii mimsteriiun poUioetor. 
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these words of his. At the same time, that there is a 
certain fault in them is unquestionable. In this proposal 
he did not maintain himself at the height of that great 
confession which he had so lately made (Matt. xvi. 16). 
He who could thus speak, even though he meant it 
honourably for his Master, yet plainly declared, thus 
putting those other two on the same level with Him, 
that he did not yet perceive how far that Master 
transcended all other, even the princes of the elder dis- 
pensation, how far higher a dispensation had begun with 
Him ;^ herein revealed his own need of the teaching of 
that vision and that voice, which was presently to be 
vouchsafed to him and to his fellows ; for we have a 
right to see in what immediately succeeds the answer from 
heaven to that word of his : * ' while he yet spaJce^ behold 
a bright cloud overshadowed theniy not the disciples, but 
the legislator and the prophet, and perhaps also Him that 
was the Lord alike of them both. 

A cloud is the constant symbol, or if not always this, 
the accompaniment, of the divine presence (Exod. xiv. 19 ; 
xix. 16; xxxiii. 9; xl. 34; 1 Kin. viii. 10; Ps. civ. 3; 

' Jerome : Erras, Petre, sicnt et alios Evangelista testatnr, NescU quid 
dicas. Noli tria tabernacola qosrere, cam anam sit tabernacolam Evangelii, 
in quo Lex et Prophet® recapitulanda sant. Neqaaqnam serros cam Domino 
conferas. 

* Aogastine (Serm, 78.) : Yidet hoc Petras, et hnraana sapiens tanqaam 
homo : Domine^ honum eitj inqait, nos hie etie, Tasdiam patiebator a torbA, 
invenerat solitadinem montis ; ibi habebat Christam panem mentis. Ut- 
qnid inde discederet ad labores et dolores, habens in Denm sanctos amorea, 
et ideo bonos mores f Bene sibi Tolebat esse ; nnde et adjnnzit, Si vi9^ 
faciamuM hie tria tabernaeula : Tibi ununiy May si unum, et Elia unum. Ad 
hsdc Dominos nihil respondit : sed tamen Petro responsam est. Hiec enim 
eo loquente, nnbes ladda venit, et obnmbravit eos. Die qossrebat tria 
tabernaeula: nobis nnum esse, qaod hnmanus sensns dividere capiebat^ 
responsura cseleste monstravit. Verbnm Dei Cbristos, Verbnm Dei in I^ege, 
Yerbum in Prophetis. Quid, Petre, qosBris dividere? Magis te oportot 
a4Jiiog6re. Tria qossris ; intelllge et nnum« 
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Isai. xix, 1 ; Dan. vii. 13). There is a manifest fitness in 
the symbol. The clouds of our lower world veil, sheath, 
render tolerable to mortal eyes the splendour of the 
heavens, the brightness of the sun, which otherwise we 
could not endure to behold. But in the Old Testament, 
a ministration of condemnation (2 Cor. iii. 9), the cloud 
is a dark cloud, a thick cloud (1 iKin. viii. 12) ; for God, 
though in part revealing, is also in part a God that hideth, 
Himself (Isai. xlv. 15) ; it is often a cloud charged with 
thunder and lightning, and all the dread artillery of 
heaven (Exod. xix. 16 ; Ps. cvii. 2 ; xviiiv 12) ; for there 
was in that dispensation the utterance of God's displeasure 
against the sins of men. But the cloud which now over- 
shadows these is ' a hrigJvt cloud f yet, bright as it is, still 
serving the purpose of veiling the more intolerable bright- 
ness within, even that of God's very presence in this the 
Schechina or place of his dwelling; and making possible 
for mortal and sinful men to stand in that presence and 
live, which would else have been impossible for them 
(Exod. xxxiii. 20; Judg. xiii. 22).^ 

It may seem strange at first that even to this cloud 
a power of thus overshadowing and concealing should 
be ascribed ; yet it is not really strange ; for light in its 
utmost intensity performs the efiect of darkness, hides 
as efiectually as the darkness would do. Thus see 1 Tim. 
vi. 16,* and compare the words of Milton, ' dark with 



' Ambrose : Ut apostoli Dei loqnentis mijestatem interposit4 nnbe ferre 
posseDt. 

' Anselm, quoting these words of St. Paul, ' Who dwelleth in light nn- 
approachable,' and then the words of Moses, * And Moses drew near nnto 
the thick darkness where God was^ (Exod. xz. 21), and bringing both 
passages into connexion with this present, sajs profoondlj, Ilia caligo et 
ista nnbes atqae ilia Inx idem smit. 
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excess of light;' and of Wordsworth, ^a glorious privacy 
of light;' in like manner Philo affirms of the highest 
light that it is identical wiCh darkness (yv6^og)j even as it 
is the character of extremes evermore to meet. They 
were hidden in that blaze of intolerable light from the 
eyes of the disciples, who ^fea/red as they entered into the 
cloud' (Luke ix. 34), feared with that fear which ever- 
more falls on sinful men when brought suddenly into im- 
mediate nearness with the pure and awful presences of 
heaven. They may have feared too that their Lord was 
now about to be taken from them, to anticipate the day of 
his Ascension, and to mount already the cloud-chariot which 
was one day to bear Him from their sight (Acts i. 9) ; for 
the Transfiguration must have made plain to them as to 
Himself that He needed not the painful passage of death 
by which to enter into glory ; that if He still laid down 
his life, it was not of necessity, but of freest love. 

And then it must have been fear upon fear, when 
'helholdy a voice out of the clond^ the same voice which 
had once before been heard at the Baptism (Matt. iii. 17), 
and which should salute Him again as He stood on the 
threshold of his Passion (John xii. 28) ; and thus at the 
beginning, at the middle, and at the close of his ministry, 
^Thi^ is my beloved^ Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye Him' This voice is said by St. Peter to have 
come * from the excellent glory ' (2 Pet. i. 17) ; from Him, 
that is, who dwelt in the cloud, which was the symbol 
and the vehicle of the divine presence.* In respect of 

* 'AyawTfTdc in St Matthew and St. Mark ; but kKXeXryfihog (^f. iicAwcr^, 
Lnke xxiii. 35) seems novr reco^ized as the trne reading in St. Lnko. 

' St. Peter in this same passage, looking back at the privilege vouchsafed 
to him and to the *8ons of thnnder/ speaks of himself and them as * eye- 
witnesses of the majesty ' (kirdirrai -yevtfievrec r^i fieya^M&nfroc), 'BirdTmKf 
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the heavenly salutation itself, the emphasis should not be 
so much laid on * This ' as on ^ Son \ for the true parallel to 
the present salutation of the Son by the Father, with the 
installation of the Son in the highest place of the kingdom, 
is to be found at Heb. i. 1 : ^ God who at sundry times 
and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by his Son/ He is to be heard above all others, 
because He is not a servant in the house of another, as 
were Moses and Elias, but a Son in his own (Heb. iii. 5). 
In the words themselves of this majestic installation there 
is a remarkable honouring of the Old Testament, and of 
it in all its parts, which can scarcely be regarded as acci- 
dental; for the three several clauses of that salutation are 
drawn severally from the Psalms (Ps. ii. 7), the Prophets 
(Isai. xlii i), and the Law (Deut. xviii. 5) ; and, as we 
shall see, they do together proclaim Him concerning 
whom they are spoken to be the King, the Priest, and the 
Prophet of the New Covenant. St. Peter therefore might 
very fitly declare that in this voice from heaven ^He 
received from God the Father honour and glory' (2 Pet. 
L 17). And fir^t, ^ This is my beloved Son;' but ^h© 
King's Son is Himself the King ; ^yet have I set my King 
upon my holy hill of Sion' (Ps. ii. 6). And then, ^in 
whom I am well pleased;' holy, therefore, harmless and 
undefiled, fairer than the children of men (Ps. xlv. 2), the 



a technical word, too weakly rendered * eye-witness,' though it would not 
be easy to suggest a better rendering, sets well before us the light in which 
the apostle regarded his and their relation to the things which they were 
permitted to behold. The endm-rfc is properly one admitted and initiated 
into secret and holy mysteries, the Elensinian for example, or any othei 
reserved from the common gaze. Such an initiation, he would imply, into 
the secretest and holiest mysteries of all, had been theirs. 
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sceptre of whose kingdom is a sceptre of righteousness 
(Heb. i. 8), for in no other could God take a perfect 
pleasure; and thus the Priest who could and should 
offer Himself without spot to God (Heb. ix. 14 ; 1 John 
iii. 5). But then, further, He is the One whom all are 
commanded to obey: ^ Hear ye Him;^ therefore hence- 
forth the sole Prophet of his Church ; Moses, or the Law, 
has passed away, for that was the shadow and outline of 
good things to come (Col. ii. 17 ; Heb. viii. 5; x. 1), while 
in Him is the substance of good things actually present ; 
Elias, or the prophets, has passed away, for in Him all 
prophecy is fulfilled (Luke xvi. 16 ; 1 Cor. xiii. 8). They, 
belonging as they did to a merely preparatory dispensa- 
tion, vanish ; but Christ, who is the Head of an everlasting 
dispensation, after whom we do not look for another, 
remains ; and this will explain how it came to pass that 
^ when they had lifted up their eyesy they saw no many save 
Jesus only' ^ 

But before accompanying the Lord and his three dis- 
ciples, as they descend again from that Mount of Vision 
to this common workday world of ours, with all its labour 



^ I have made moro than one citation from a long and interesting passage 
on the Transfiguration in Tertollian {Adv. Marc, iv. 11). Maroion, in his 
assault upon the Old Testament and the old Economy, as proceeding from 
another God than the author of the New, had found in this transaction not 
Christ preferred to Moses and Elias, hut Christ honoured and Moses and 
Elias dishonoured. Tertullian^s reply is admirable throughout. Strange, 
he says, if this were intended, that they should appear talking with Him, 
which is an evidence of familiarity ; sharing in the same glory, which is an 
evidence of favour and acceptance. These are some of the concluding words : 
Itaqne etsi facta translatio sit auditionis a Moyse et Helift in Christo, sed 
non ut ab alio Deo, nee ad alium Christum, sed a Creatore in Christum 
ejus, secundum decessionem Yeteris, et snccessionem Novi Testament!. 
Tradidit igitur Pater Filio disoipulos novos, ostensis priu^ cum illo Moyse 
et HeM in olaritatis pr»rogativ4, atque ita dimissis, quasi jam et officio et 
honore dispunctis. 
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and suffering and sin, we may pause for a word or two 
on a subject common to all the Evangelists, but on which 
St. Matthew dwells most in detail. All have told us of 
the fear which overcame the three^ even while they felt 
it most good and blessed to be there. But amazing as 
had been the sights which they saw, it would appear that 
it was not these so much as the voice from heaven, the 
awfulness of that direct speaking of God with man, which 
man is so little able to endure (cf. Hab. iii. 2, 16; Exod, 
xz. 19 ; Heb. xii. 19), that brought them to the extremity 
of their fear: ^ And when the disciples heard it, they 
fell on their face, and were sore a/raid' — this fear of 
theirs uttering itself, as is so constantly its manner (Gen. 
xvii. 1 ; Josh. v. 14 ; Judg. xiii. 20 ; Ezek. i. 28 ; Ban. 
viii. 17; Luke xxiv. 5; Acts ix. 4; Rev. i. 17), in an 
attitude, suggested by those moral instincts of awe, by 
that sense of his own utter unfitness to stand face to face 
vnth the holiness of God, which any near revelation of 
that holiness must inevitably awaken in the heart of man.^ 
To hide the face is the first impulse and instinct of such 
a moment (Exod. iii. 6; 1 Kin. xix. 17) ; to fall on the 
face is the most effectual way of so doing, and at the same 
time of Outwardly expressing the inner conviction that 
for man there is no standing in his own right before 
God. 

' WitoiuB (De Olor\f. Jeiu in Monte^ 39) : Qnoties enim onnqne Dens 
gaaro animis notris m(\jestatem illastribas dooamentis ingerit, toties nostrao 
Don vilitatis solum sed et impuntatU et omnigen® indigDitatis ooDsoientia 
vivide ezpergiscitor ; undo fit at ad tam Bablimis paritatis et magnifi- 
oentissim® gloria praaentiam trepidemos. Neqae id solis coDtingit im- 
probiS) qaibns formidolosa semper yindiois Dei oogitatio est, sed et piis, 
imo et amicis Dei ao familiaribus, qaibus eo venerabilior semper snmmi 
Kaminis migestas est, quo clarius oonspicitur ejus bonitas ; et qui nnnqnam 
•ibi ipsis magis Qordent, quam cum in liquidissimA se divina) Gloria laoe 
oontuentnr. 
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^ And JeeuB came and touched them /' as He, now the 
Incarnate Word, and once the Angel of the Covenant^ had 
touched Daniel (Dan. x. lo), and Jeremiah (Jer. i. 9), and 
Ezekiel (Ezek. ii. 2) ; as by the hand of a ministering 
spirit He had touched the lips of Isaiah (IsaL vi. 7); as here- 
after, the glorified Son of man, walking among the golden 
candlesticks. He should, under circumstances not unlike, 
touch or lay his right hand once more upon one of these 
same three (Rev. L 17). And with that touch there goes 
also the reassuring word, that ^ Fear not/ which even 
the holiest need so much, when God has shewn them their 
unholiness, the depths of their corruption, the abundant 
cause which as sinful men they have to fear, cause so 
abundant that no other but He can enable them to lay 
this fear aside (Judg. yi. 23 ; Dan. x. 12 ; Matt xxviii. 5 ; 
Luke V. 10).^ 

An important discourse follows, which the Lord held 
with his three favoured disciples, as they were descending 
from the mount, and leaving all its mysterious marvels 
behind them. And first the charge to silence, the seal 
which was set upon their lips, not to be removed till after 
the Resurrection: ^And as they came daum from the 



^ Witsios: Kon earoit socceesa ea Christi oompellatio, qnippe qii& ex- 
perge&oti velnt a veterno aliqao apostoli, aconrate omnia ciroamspexerant. 
Bed qaooanqae oculos yerterent, nihil eoram deprehenderant qas naper 
tarn admiranda iptia videbantnr. Neminem viderunt^ nisi 9olum Jetum^ 
snetA formA, aolito amioto. Kon decebat diotius in terrft ooinmorari Moaem 
et Eliam, qaomm ministerium neqne cum Jean magisterio, neqne cnm 
apoatolornm fonotione miscendom ant oonfondendum erat. Discosait 
igitar Mosea, diaoearit Eliaa ; imo ailoit vox ipsa osdleatia Patris, qua) semel 
looota est, at semper aadiatar Filins. Ohristus ipse depositA napero Trana- 
figorationis glori& ad pristinnm senri statum habitamque rediit ; tempora- 
riaro enim earn gloriam esse decoit, qos non nisi pneladiom oterns fnit; 
moltaqae adhac perpetienda restabant Ohriato, anteqnam sternA illA 
potiretor. 
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mountain^ Jesus charged them, saying ^ Tell the vision ^ to 
no many until the Son of man be risen again from the 
dead.' The three Evangelists here remarkably complete 
one another. St. Matthew, thus mentioning the injunc- 
tion to silence, does not mention how well the disciples 
obeyed it; while St. Luke, mentioning the/a<7^ of silence 
— ^ they kept it close, and told no man in those dags any 
of those things which they had seen,' — does not state that 
this was in obedience to an express command ; only St 
Mark^ with his own characteristic fulness of detail, records 
both the express command given by the Lord, and the 
observation of it by the disciples (ix. 9, 10). That ^ Tell 
the vision to no man,' implies that they were forbidden to 
reveal what they had seen even to their fellow-apostles 
themselves — a hard precept, yet one which was obeyed 
by them. At the same time, however strict the silence 
which they kept, we cannot imagine that even so the 
vision was only for themselves, and altogether lost upon 
the others. There must have pierced through the whole 
demeanour of these three, as they returned to fellowship 
with the others, evident tokens that they had not been 
for nothing on that holy mount. The others, in one 
way or another, must have been convinced that they had 
seen sights and heard words which had strengthened and 



* 'OpafiOy not in use distingpiishable from bmaala (Luke i. 22 ; A9U zzvi. 19 ; 
2 Oor. xii. i), or from bpaat^ (Acts ii. 174 R©y. ix. 17), is exactly *a «mon;' 
what a man most truly sees, but sees because God enables him to see it, be- 
cause it is shewn to him ; which he sees, as the three disciples saw this vision, 
iv wveiftttTiy as contrasted with hvoi (i Oor. xiv. 15, x6). So bpa/ia is iuYaria- 
bly used in the Acts, where alone, with the exception of this one passage, 
it occurs in the New Testament; but there no less than eleven times 
(vii. 31 ; ix. 10, 12 ; x. 5, 17, 19 ; xi. 5 ; xii. 9 ; xvi. 9, 10 ; xviiL 9 ; cf. Gen, 
XV. I ; Dan. ii. 19 ; Exod. ill 3). 

p2 
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reassured their faith^ and mu^t have found in this a 
strengthening and reassuring of their own. 

But out of what motive shall we explain this charge to 
silence, not to be broken until the Resurrection had found 
place (cf. Matt. xvi. 20, 21) ? Best, perhaps, out of this. 
The mystery of Christ's sonship should not be revealed to 
the world, till it was attested beyond all doubt, till He 
was * declared to be the Son of God with power by the 
resurrection from the dead' (Rom. i. 4), and by that 
Ascension, which was, so to speak, the necessary com- 
plement of his Resurrection. It could only be a matter 
of dispute, and, resting as it did on his miraculous con- 
ception, of profane discussion, till then. A little more 
light upon this point might have increased the guilt of 
those who rejected and crucified Him; but would not 
have served to bring them to the obedience of faith. 

St. Mark does not merely connect, and bind into one, the 
two statements of his fellow Evangelists ; he also adds 
what they have wholly passed over, namely, the perplexity 
which this language of their Lord occasioned them: 
^ They kept that easing with thernael/veay queatianing one 
with another what the rising from the dead should mean' 
(cf. John XX. 9). Not the rising from the dead, but the 
death which must have gone before, and which could 
alone render a rising from the dead necessary or possible, 
it was that which, running counter to all their prejudices 
and preconceptions, perplexed them so much (Luke xxiv. 
22-24; John xii. 24). Yet on this they do not venture 
to askr any explanation ; but on something else closely 
connected with all which they had just beheld. ^ And 
his disciples asked Him, saying^ Why then say the 
Scribes thai Elias must first come? ' That momentary 
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glimpse which had been vouchsafed to them of Eliaa 
reminded them of the place which he occupied in the 
economy of salvation (Mai. iv. 5, 6). They had seen 
him, but only for an instant. That transient glimpse 
could not satisfy the largeness of prophetic announce- 
ments about him. How are they to understand his 
disappearance^ that they are returning with their Master 
alone ? How was this to be reconciled with a cardinal 
point in the Jewish theology, namely, that Elias should 
go before the Messiah ? nay, how was it reconcilable with 
their Master's claims to be the Messiah ? The reference 
to what the Scribes said on this matter, leads us to gather 
that these urged, as a capital and decisive objection against 
his Messiahship, that no Elias went before Him ; while 
yet the prophecies of the Old Testament had solemnly 
closed with a pledge that Elias, going before, should 
prepare the way of the Lord. This stumbling-block 
to their faith the Scribes may have laid in the way of the 
disciples. Will their Lord graciously remove it out of 
their path ? 

The great Interpreter of prophecy gives right to that 
interpretation of the prophetic word which the Scribes 
maintained: ^ Elias truly shall first came^ and restore 
all things. But I say unto gouy That Elias is come already ^ 
and they knew him noty and have done unto him whatso- 
ever they listed. Liketvise shall also the Son of man suffer 
of them. Then the disciples understood that He spake 
unto them of John the Baptists Elias had first come. 
Whether he had so come in the person of John the 
Baptist, as that he should not hereafter come in his own, 
whether the prophecy of Malachi found in 'him its 6a?- 
hatcstive fulfilment, and not a partial and initial one only. 
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is a question than which few in modem times have more 
divided interpreters ; but one upon which it is unnecessary 
here to enter^ as not immediately belonging to the matter 
in hand. Enough, that in John the Baptist that word 
which cannot be broken had found a fulfilment ; whether 
a further fulfilment awaits it^ this still remains to be seen. 
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9- JAMES AND JOHN OFFERING TO CALL 
FIRE FROM HEAVEN ON THE SAMA^ 
RITAN VILLAGE. 

Luke ix. 51-56. 

We have here one of the memorable incidents of our Lord's 
last joarney to Jerusalem : ' And it came to pasB^ when the 
time was come that He should be received up. He stedfastly 
set his face to go to Jerusalem.^ I should prefer to render 
the second clause of this sentence, ' when the days of his 
Assumption^ were fulfilled.^ Such a rendering would 
not lose nor dissolve, as does our present, that word at 
once so solemn and so sweet, with which the Evangelist 
mitigates, even as imagination in these things is so potent 
to mitigate, the bitterness of his Lord's passion and death; 

* Boroe Qoderstand by our Lord's Avd^if, which is spoken of here, his 
ready acceptance among men; and make the Evangelist to say that the 
days of this his acceptance were completed, had now come to an end ; which 
he proceeds to illustrate and to prove by the charlish refusal on the part of 
the Samaritans to receive Him now, as contrasted with the glad acceptance 
which He found from them at nn earlier date (John iv. 39-42). But this 
is certainly a mistake. It is true that MXrppi^ occurs only here in the New 
Testament, so that its meaning in Scriptural Greek cannot be fixed by a com- 
parison of other passages where it appears ; but avaXafipAveoBai is the solemn 
word everywhere employed to express our Lord's taking up into heaven 
(Mark zvL 19; Acts i. 2, ix, 22; x Tim. iii. 16), and in like manner to 
express that which was, so to speak, the rehearsal of this, namely, the rap- 
ture of £lia8 in the Old (2 Kin. ii. 10; x Mace. ii. 58 ; Ecclus. xlviii. 9); and 
in the same sense an apocryphal Jewish book bears the title, *Av6hplfis 
Uookag, See Soicer, TAea., s. y. av6Xny^tis, 
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looking on as he thus does to the issue and the end, 
to the taking up of Christ into heaven, to his reception 
in his heavenly home and into his Father's glory. In 
that ' stedfofAly 9et hisface^^ is implied that He addressed 
Himself to this work, as One whom no threatenings of 
his adversaries should arrest, no difficulties nor dangers 
turn away from the accomplishment of his purpose. 
The disciples at first followed trembling, as we plainly 
gather from Mark x. 32. He Himself, as there described, 
' went before them,' after the manner of some leader who 
heartens his soldiers by choosing the place of danger for 
himself.' 

^ And sent messengers before hisface^ probably * two and 
two,' as He afterwards sent the Seventy ^ into every cily 
and place, whither He Himself would come ' (Luke x. 1) ; 
and yet, seeing that He was not sent but to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel, not now to prepare his spiritual 
way, but simply as harbingers, to use that word in its 
most proper sense. ^ And they went, and entered into a 
village of the Samaritans, to make ready ^ for Him; and 
they did not receive Him, because his face was as though 
He would go to Jerusalem.' This refusal of theirs was 
no piece of ordinary inhospitality, such as the Samaritans 
were wont to shew to Galilean pilgrims on their way to 
the feasts at Jerusalem.^ It was not merely as such a 

' 'EoT^pt^e t6 np6ffaww: cf. Jer. zxL lo ; Ezek. tL i ; xxWiL ai. So 
rdaoeck tb irpdaarrcv (2 Kin. xiL 17); hoifi&^etp rb irp6attirov (Ezek. iv. 3); 
i^un69ai irp6aairov (Ley. xriL 10). Bat St. Lake makes probablj here 
eBpecial allasion to Isai. L 7 : iOrfm t6 irp6autr&v fwvu^ arepedv xirpav, 

* More intrepid! dacia, as Grotias pats it well. 

' 'Emfidaai to which we maj sapplj ^eviav, this phrase hoift6J^tt» ^eviop, 
to prepare a lodging, oooarring Philem. 22. 

^ The enmitj e^en to these ordinary pilgrims reached often mnch farther 
than to a mere refosal of these common rights of hospitalitj. Josephos {B. J. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FROM HEAVEN ON THE SAMARITAN VILLAGE. 217 

pilgrim, that they shat their doors against Him ; but this, 
we must remember, was Christ's solemn progress from 
Galilee to Judaea as Messiah, with these messengers every- 
where announcing Him as such. But, as they esteemed 
it, a Messiah going to Jerusalem to observe the feasts there, 
did by this very act proclaim that He was no Messiah ; 
for on Garizim, as they believed, the old Patriarchs had 
worshipped^ (John iv. 20), consecrating it to be the holy 
mountain of God — which therefore, and not Jerusalem, 
the Christ, when He came, would recognize and honour 
as the central point of all true religion. 

There is no need to suppose John and James to have 
been Uiemselves the ^ messengers^ or harbingers, who 
endured this repulse. The two sons of Zebedee were 
more probably with their Lord, formed part of his imme* 
diate retinue, at the time when some others brought back 
the tidings of the village which, refusing to receive Him, 
had missed the opportunity of entertaining, not angels 

ii. 12. 3-7) relates at full the bloody retaliations with which, during the 
governorship of Qaadratus, some of the fiercer sort of the Jews avenged the 
murder of a Galilssan pilgrim, or of several Galilasan pilgrims, as he states 
it in another account {Antt, zx. 6. i), wasting a whole district with a 
slaughter which spared none, and, as the sons of Zebedee would fain have 
here done, destroying with fire the villages of these hateful schismatics. 
The treacherous lyings in wait on the part of the dwellers in Samaria 
which called forth these bloody revenges will have begun very early, if, as 
St Jerome's Hebrew teacher assured him, they were already denounced by 
the prophet Hosea (vi. 8, 9) : Quorum quum intelligentiam quaarebam ab 
Hebrffio, ita nobis expositum est. Saoerdotes Bethel, imo fanatici Bethaven, 
temporibus Paschss et Pentecostes et Scenopegiie, quando per Sichem eun- 
dum erat ad Hierosolymam, ponebant in itinere latrones, qui insidiarentur 
pergentibus, ut magis vitulos aureos in Dan et Bethaven quam in Hieroso- 
lymis et in templo adorarent Deum. Wetstein (on John iv. *o) gives some 
specimens from Jewish books of the courtesies by word of mouth which 
were wont to be exchanged between the Samaritans and the Jewish pilgrims 
who passed through the land on their way to Jerusalem. 
* See p. 107. 
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but the Lord of angels, unawares. Upon this provocation 
all their suppressed and smouldeting indignation against 
the schismatics in whose territory they were journeying, 
breaks forth. At this instance of contempt shewn to 
their Lord and to themselves (for no doubt a feeling of 
personal slight mingled with their indignation, howerer 
little they may have been themselves aware of this), the 
* sons of thunder,' — sons of thunder indeed, as Jerome 
exclaims,^ — ^will fain play Old Testament parts. They feel 
that a greater than Elias is here ; for they are fresh from 
the Mount of Transfiguration, where they had seen how 
the glory of the great prophet of the Old Covenant paled 
and waned before the brighter glory of Him whom they 
served, the Lord of the New (ver. 28-36) ; an outrage 
therefore against Him, and a rejecting of Him, should 
therefore be not less terribly avenged. 

Out of their sense of this, ^ they saidy Lordj wilt Thou 
that we command fire to come down from, heaven, and con- 
sume them, even as Elias did?* Their allusion is, of 
course, to the destruction of the two scornful captains with 
their fifties by the fire which Elijah called down upon 
them (2 Kin. i. 10, 12). If he spared not those of his 
own people, should they shrink from executing judgment 
on heretical Samaritans ?* With all of carnal and sinful 
which mingled with this proposal of theirs, yet what in- 
sight into the dignity of their Lord, and the greatness of 
the outrage which was an outrage against Him, does it 
reveal ; what faith in the mighty powers with which He 



' And Ambrose : Qaid oDim miram, filios tonitroi fulgnrare Yoloisse ! 

'Jerome (Ad Alga$.$)i Si ad servi £li» injuriam ignis descendit de 
08b1o, et non Saraaritaa sed JudsDos consnmsit incendiam, qnanto magia ad 
iK>ntemptam illii Dei in impios Samaritaa debet flamma yenire t 
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was able to equip his servants ! How mighty a power this 
was in the eyes of one of these two is evidenced from the 
fact that, when in the Apocalypse he records the great 
wonders and lying signs of the false prophet, the only 
sign which he specially names is, that * he maketh fire 
come down* from heaven on the earth in the sight of 
men' (Rev. xiii. 13). And yet it might almost seem as 
though, with all this confidence of theirs, there was a 
latent and lurking sense upon their part of a certain 
unfitness in this their proposal; and thus, out of no 
desire to intrude into their Lord's office, but only out of 
a feeling that this avenging act might not exactly become 
Himy they proffer themseVoes as the executors of the 
judgment. It will become the servants, though it would 
not perfectly become the Lord. 

Already, as would seem, He who was the pattern of a 
perfect patience had turned to go, that He might seek 
in another village the hospitality denied Him in this. 
They meanwhile had lingered behind, loath to leave the 
guilty village altogether unpunished. But now on 
this word of theirs, ^ He twmedy and turning ^reXmhed 
them : Ye hnow not what manner of spirit ye are of' ^ 
We must beware here of extenuating these words of our 
Lord, as though ^ wTiat manner of spirit ' did but signify 
^what temper;' so that they might be paraphrased 

' The emphasis in the English sentence should be on the second * ye,* 
The emphatic position of the ifieic at the end of the sentence, which it 
would have been hard to reproduce in English, which our Version has not 
attempted to reproduce, and, indeed, its introduction at all, sufficientlj in- 
dicates this. Bishop Andrews well : * Vos is no idle word. It makes a 
plain separation between them and Elias. You, whj jon are of my spirit. 
The disciple and the Master are of one spirit But if ye be of my spirit, 
my spirit is in specie columbcB, not aquiUje; not of the eagle that carrieth 
Jupiter^s thunderbolt, but of the dove that brings the olive-branch in her 
bill.' 
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thus — * Te know not that ye are speaking out of your 
own hasty passionate temper, being hurt as much by 
the slight upon yourselves as that put upon Me,^ even 
while ye suppose ye are zealous for my glory and for 
nothing else/ But ^ spirit^ here means not the spirit of 
a man ; not his own spirit, but rather the spirit of God ; 
and the saying is a far weightier one than such an 
extenuation of its sense would leave it. ' You are missing/ 
Christ would say, ' your true position ; which is, having 
been bom of the spirit of forgiving love, to be ruled by 
that spirit, and not by the spirit of avenging righteousness. 
You are losing sight of the distinction between the Old 
Covenant and the New, missing the greater glory of the 
latter, and that it is the higher blessedness to belong to 
it.' Thus Hanmiond rightly : * Christ tells them they know 
not of what spirit they are, that is, they considered not 
under what dispensation they were.' ' 

' Thos 0. a Lapide : Ncsdtis qnis spiritos tos impellat ; pntatis enim vos 
a Spiritn Dei agi, com agamini spirita hamano impatientis et vindicte. 

* The dvai rmoc of the original, expressing as it does a relation of de- 
pendence of one upon the other, Angostine {Con. Adimant, 17) gives ri^tlj, 
cnJDS spiritfts filii estis. This whole clause, owe oLAart tiov vmfuir6^ karz 
tyie«c, is wanting, as is well known, in many. Indeed in most, of the primarj 
anthorities, in A, B, and 0, heing therefore omitted hj Lachmann and 
Tischendorfl I cannot for all this believe it to have no right to a place in 
the text. It is found in D, in several earlj Versions and Fathers ; and 
not to urge. Who conld have ventured, — we may confidently ask — Who 
would have been able, to invent words so exactly touching the central point 
of the whole matter as these do? This marvellous fitness of theirs seems 
of itself to preclude the notion of an unauthorized insertion^ while, on the 
other hand, the temptations were many to an unauthorized omission of 
them. Hastily and superficially regarded, they might seem to favour a 
Maniduean antagonism between the Old Testament and the New, to involve 
a slight on Elias, as though his spirit was contrary to the spirit of 
Christ and to that which Christ's disciples ought to entertain. We know 
that out of some such feeling as this, the words of the verse preceding, 
ttC n>2 *HAmic eirohrr^. the genuineness of which nobody calls in question, are 
omitted in some MSS» in the Codex Yaticanus itself. Add to all this that 
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It behoves us to see clearly that there is no slight cast 
here on the spirit of Elias. Both spirits, that which 
breathed through and informed the prophets and saints 
of the Old Covenant, as well as that which should inform 
the disciples of the New, are divine,^ The difference be- 
tween them is not of opposition, but only of time and of 
degree. The spirit of the Old Testament was a spirit 
of avenging righteousness; God was teaching men by 
terrible things in righteousness his holiness. But the spirit 
of the New Covenant, not contrary but higher, is that of 
forgiving love ; in it He is overcoming man's evil with 
his good. There was, indeed, pardoning grace in the Old 
(Mic. vii. 18; 2 Kin. vi. 21, 22), even as there is avenging 
justice in the New ; fire does come down from God out 
of heaven and consume his enemies (Rev. xx. 9; cf. 
xi. 5) ; in it too * God is a consuming fire ' (Heb. xii. 
29) ; and that same Lord who spake these words shall 
be Himself revealed in flaming fire to take vengeance on 

snoh an abrupt termination as arpa^l^ 6k knerifujatv avrdi^ is nearly, if not 
quite, inconceivable. Ohrist cannot but have put his disciples in a ri{?ht 
point of view for understanding the error into which they had fallen. Tet, 
if we omit this clause, we must then conclude with these words, ^ And' He 
turned and rebuked them;^ seeing that those which follow, */or the Son of 
man is not come to destroy men^i liveSy hut to $ave them^^ do certainly possess 
no right to a place in the text, having been brought in from Matt, zviii. 1 1 ; 
Luke ziz. 20. 

' The severity of the God of the Old Testament on that occasion, and 
the lenity of Ohrist on this, with his distinct refusal to do, or to suffer his 
servants to do, ^ae Elias did^^ was one of Marcion^s favourite antitheses, or 
contradictions between the Old Testament and the New, by the aid of which 
he sought to prove that they could not have come from the same Author. 
TertuUian {Adv. Mare. iv. 23) replies : Agnosco Judicis severitatem ; e con- 
trario Ohristi lenitatem increpantis eandem animadversion^m destinantes 
discipulos super istum viculum Samaritarum. Agnoscat et hsoreticus ab 
eodem severissimo Jndice promitti banc Oliristi lenitatem: Harundinem 
quassatam non comminnet, et linum fumigans non extinguet. Talis ntique 
multo magis homines non erat crematurus. Nam et tunc ad Heliam, Non 
in igni 0nquit Dominus), sed in spiritu miti. 
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them that know not God (2 Thess. i. 8) ; even now 
severity and goodness go hand in hand.^ At the same 
time each economy has one predominating tone, from 
which it takes its character.* 

The two apostles, however, were for the moment failing 
to recognize this. In a confusion of the Old and the 
New, in a not knowing of ^whcU manner of spiriV they 
were, they had fallen back on the rudiments of God's 
education of his people, when it was their privilege to go 
on unto perfection, and to teach the world the far greater 
might of meekness and of love ; even as it is deeply in- 
teresting to remember that it was one of these very two 
who brought somewhat later to the inhabitants of Samaria 
the perfect gifts of the Holy Ghost (Acts viii. 14; cf. 
2 Cor. xiii. 10). They did not understand that there 
was blood which should speak better things than that of 
Abel (Heb. xii. 24). The blood of Abel cried well, when 
it cried for vengeance (Gen. iv. 10), since vengeance, or 
in other words, the violent restoration of the disturbed 
balances of justice, is the Lord's (Rom. xii. 19) ; but the 
blood of Christ spake even better things, for it spake of 
pardon and forgiveness, the pardon and forgiveness 
even of those by whom that blood had been shed. In 
their missing of all this there was a fault and matter of 



' Grotios : Habet quidem et Evangelinm sua Qltimfis necessitatis tela, qai» 
in Ananiam Petrus, in Eljinam Panlns ezercuit ; sed osi iis sunt apostoli, ubi 
nulla esse suspicio poterat iraoundisD semet sub Dei obtentu vindicantis; usi 
sunt in prafraotsB malitiffi homines, quibus nulla species ignorantin patro- 
cinabatur. 

' Augustine {Con. Adim. 17) : Nam h»c est brenssima et apertissima 
differentia duorum Testamentoruin, timor et amor. lUud ad veterera, hor 
ad novum hominem pertinet ; utrumque tamen unius Dei mi3erioordis8im& 
dispensatione prolatum atqne coi^junctum. 
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blame, yet blame by no means so severe as some are 
dbposed to find.^ They were rebuked for choosing that 
which, perfectly good in its own time, was only not good 
now, because a better had come in, for returning to the 
lower level of the Old Covenant, when Christ had lifted 
them up to the higher level of the New. I quote from 
a sermon of Bishop Andrews — ^it is one of those referred 
to in the last note : ' Elias* spirit, I hope, was no evil spirit. 
No ; but every good spirit, as good as Elias', is not for 
every person, place, or time. Spirits are given by God, 
and men inspired with them, after several manners, upon 
several occasions, as the several times require. The times 
sometimes require one spirit, sometimes another. Elias' 
time, Elias' spirit. As his act good, done by his spirit, so 
his spirit good in his own time. The time changed ; the 
spirit, then good, now not good. But why is it out of 
time ? For " the Son " of man is come. As if He should 
say, Indeed, there is a time to destroy (Eccles. iii. 3) ; 
that was under the law, ignea leXj the fiery law, as Moses 
calls it ; then a fiery spirit would not be amiss. The 
spirit of Elias was good till the Son of man came, but 
now He is come, the date of that spirit is expired. When 
the Son of man is come, the spirit of Elias must be gone ; 
now specially, for Moses and he resigned lately in the 
Mount. Now no lawgiver, no prophet, but Christ.' 



* This incident furnished a favoarite text to the English divines of the 
seventeenth century for sermons on the anniversary of the Gunpowder 
Treason. Andrews, Jeremy Taylor, Allestree, Tillotsou, and many more, 
have found here their argument. Yet, faulty as the two disciples were, their 
fire from above resembled so little the fire from beneath which the incendiaries 
of the Gunpowder Plot would have kindled, that one must needs think they 
are used somewhat hardly in being brought, with whatever explanations, 
into any comparison with them. 
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* And they went to another village ; probably not this 
time a Samaritan one/ and found, as we gather from the 
narrative, the* hospitality there which had been refused 
ihem in the first. 

» It is Mpov^ not «Afi>. 
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Luke X. 17-10. 

SoBfE have supposed that for the convenience of his narra- 
tive St. Luke omits, or rather defers, various intermediate 
events, and links the return of the Seventy directly with 
their sending forth. Others, who will not allow that there 
is any such overpassing of intervening incidents, assume 
that the return of some at least of their number may 
have followed closely on their sending forth — ^so closely 
that nothing which the sacred historian desired to record 
happened in the interval. The question is not a very 
important one, nor is it easy to come to any decision about 
it. But whether sooner or later, those whom Christ had 
sent forth, ^ retunfed again mth joy^ sat/ing, Lordy even 
the devils are subject unto us through thy name' It will 
be observed that in his charge to the Seventy (ver. 2-16) 
our Lord had given them no distinct commission to cast out 
devils, as He had to the Twelve (Matt. x. 8 ; Luke ix. 1) ; 
but some tentative efforts of theirs, some ventures of faith 
in this direction, even without distinct authority, had 
been crowned with success. An acknowledgment that 
this at once surpassed their commission and their hopes 
seems to lie in that utterance of theirs, ^ Lord^ even the 
devils are subject unto us ; not diseases only, over which 
Thou gavest us power (ver. 9), but the devils as well. 

Q 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



226 THE RETURN OF THE SEVENTY. 

The work, in which a little while ago i^postles themselves 
were foiled (ix. 40), has not lain beyond the limits of our 
powers, has not bafQed us/ 

Such exultation was most natural ; yet was there in it 
something of peril for those who entertained it, and for 
their own spiritual life. One need not exactly affirm 
that * through thy na/me* comes in only as a formal and a 
saving clause at the end, and that the entire emphasis of 
the passage lay really on what preceded — ^ are subject unto 
US'; ' ^ still there may have been something of this ; it could 
scarcely have been otherwise. There is, indeed, nothing 
more perilous for a man than the first discovery that 
spiritual powers wait upon his beck, that he too can 
wield the powers of the world to come ; lest he should 
find in this a motive to self-elation, instead of giving all 
the glory to God. The disciples at the present moment 
were exposed to this temptation, as we might conjecture 
even if we had only these words of theirs ; but as is 
certain, when we put together with these the words of 
earnest warning which the Lord presently addresses to 
them (ver. 20), suggesting to them a safer and a truer 
joy than that which they were now too incautiously 
entertaining. 

Yet while we must needs recognize a certain self- 
satisfaction and self-elation, which mingles with, and 
makes itself felt in, this report which they bring back of 
the successes of their ministry, this will not warrant the 
interpretation made by some, of Christ's words which 

* Augustine (Bnarr, in P$. xci.) : Redenntes dixerunt, Domine, ecce d»- 
roonia nobis snbjecta sunt. Dizerunt quidem, in nomine tuo ; sed ille videt 
in eis quia in ipsd glorificatione gandebant et eztollebant se, et ibant inde in 
superbiam. et ait illis, conservans nomina illoruin apnd se, Nolite gaudere in 
boo ; gaudete autein quod nomina vestra sunt scripta in caslis. 
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follow ; ' And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as light- 
ning fall from heaven' Here, they urge, is a warning 
to the disciples against that sin of pride which their Lord 
detected in them ; as though He had said, ^ Be not lifted 
up ; beware of the first beginnings of a sin, which may 
end in so fearful a catastrophe as that which I once 
beheld' — beheld, that is, in his preexistent glory and 
before the world was — the fall, namely, of one through 
pride even from the height of heaven itself ^ Swift and 
sudden as the descent of the lightning was that fall, frotn 
the highest to the lowest, from a throne of light even to 
the blackness of darkness for ever. And even such a 
casting down may be yours, if you forget your humility, 
and are lifted up in heart.' ^ I cannot so take the words. 
The warning I believe to be ^reserved for ver, 20, and 
that for the present the Lord freely shares in their joy, 
even as his own presently breaks forth, at these tidings 
of the great things that they had wrought (ver. 21, 22). 
Any interpretation of this passage seems to me altogether 
at fault, which makes it say other than what the Saviour 
on another occasion said, ^ Now is the judgment of this 
world, now shall the prince of this world be cast out' 
(John xii. 31), or, ^cast down,' as some read, which 
would bring that passage into yet closer verbal connexion 
with this.* 

* So Grep^ory the Great (IforaZ. xxiii. 6) : Mire Dominas, ut in discipaloruin 
cordibus elationem premeret, inox jadioium rainm retulit, quod ipse tnagister 
elationis aocepit; ut in auctore superbiaa discerent, quid de elationis vitio 
fortnidarent. Compare Ambrose, De Fugd Scbc, 7 ; Bernard, In Ded. EccUb. 
Serm,Y,6; Stella: QuareDominns Jesus, utoptini us medioa8animarum,ut 
rolmraret snorain discipulorum animos adversus pestiferam morbum inanis 
glorite, proponit exeinphim Luciteri, qui ob superbiam a tantd et tarn supreme 
felicitate dejectns est, quia de donis a Deo acceptis insolenter gloriatns est. 

• Karw p^^oerai, instead of U^hjO^aerm : but there is no sufficient reason 
for disturbing the received reading. 

Q 2 
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Those who understand the Lord to allude to that great 
original fall of the ^ son of the morning/ anterior to the 
fall of man^ yet do not all accept the words in the same 
sense. Some make them to contain that warning against 
pride which has just been mentioned. Others find in 
them equally a check to the undue elation of the dis- 
ciples, but from another point of view : * Think not so 
much of these petty exorcisms which you have been per- 
mitted to achieve.^ I have seen another sight ; the very 
prince of the whole kingdom of wickedness, and him in 
whose defeat the defeat of each one of his subordinate 
ministers was involved, cast out from heaven itself,' — 
with, of course, the underthought of having been Himself 
the victorious author of his defeat. The supporters of 
these expositions commonly urge that no other satisfies 
the words ^ from heaven; Satan, they say, may at a later 
moment have fallen into a deeper depth than before, 
but how fallen ^from heaven' in the days of Christ's 
flesh ? how could He speak in this language of any fail 
of Satan which He was only now beholding, seeing that 
long since, at the instant of his first sin, he had been cast 
out from his first habitation (Jude 6), from his place 
among the ^ sons of God ' (Job xxxviii. 7), in the heavenly 
places? But this difficulty arises from giving an em- 
phasis to the word ^ heaven^' which it was not intended 
to bear, and which in this very chapter there is plain 
evidence that it need not have ; for see ver. 15 : * And 
thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven^ shalt be 
thrust down unto hell.' For the right understanding 

' 60 Theophylaot : l*^ dav/idCtn el dtUfioveg ifuv vKordcacvrai- 6 yiip ipx*"^ 
avTw rrdXai Karkiftaev hif ovpavov* el yap dh roZc avdp6iroic oifx i^-^poro rtwro^ 
iXk* ohf ifuH kdetipelTO r^ tuv aopdruif Btupt^, *Q^ aarpa/K^ 6i Karhremv, hrei 
foe 1^^ Kol apxdyyeXoCy naX iciofdpog, u Kai aK&roi ytywe. 
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either of that passage or of this we must dismiss the more 
solemn use of ^ h^veriy in which it signifies the holy place, 
the more immediate seat and habitation of God and of 
the blessed spirits, and only associate with the word the 
notion of elevation and preeminence — so that in fact 
Christ would be sajdng here, * I beheld Satan fall from 
the high places of his pride and power/ ^ 

What this fall ^f his might mean, and what the sub- 
jection of the devils to the Seventy had to do with it, 
may presently be considered; but it will be desirable 
first to confirm this interpretation of * heaven ' here by one 
or two further quotations. We have then in Isai. xiv., the 
description of the fall of the king of Babylon, typifying 
as he does a mightier enemy of the Church of (}od ; and 
there the prophet exclaims, *How art thou fallen /rom 
heaven J Lucifer, son of the morning!' (ver. 12) ; and if 
it be urged that ' from heaven ' is a figure there, justified 
and explained by the comparison of the king to the 
morning star, it may be rejoined that there is quite as 
much justification in the comparison of Satan here to the 
lightning. Then, too, at Ephes. vi. 12, the warfare of 
the faithful is declared at this present time to be with 
* spiritual wickedness in high places,* or, as it might be still 
more accurately translated, ^in Aear^n^ places ' (Iv rolq 
iTtovpavioig) y which can only mean, as our Translators 
have rightly understood it, in high seats of authority. 
And then further, the passage in Rev. xii. 7-11, * There 
was war in heaven/ is referred by all good expositors 
to that destroying of the works of the devil which was 
the consequence of the triumphant life and death and 

* Compare Oioero (PhU. ii. 41) : Oollegam ds emlo detrazitti,— robbed him, 
that Is, of the splendoar and honour which before were hia. 
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ascension of the Son of God. There is described in its 
full consummation that which the Lord here with pro- 
phetic eye has already beheld. 

But if Christ be not here speaking of that original fall 
of Satan, in which he left his first habitation, but rather, 
as I am persuaded, of some fall within the fall, some pre- 
sent dejection of Satan from those seats of his power and 
his pride, which during the four thoi^and years of his 
domination he had reared and constructed anew, and 
from which he was now being thrust out again — what 
reason, it may be asked, had the Lord for in spirit be- 
holding this at the present moment? These few and 
petty exorcisms, were they not far too slight and insignifi- 
cant a matter to justify so magnificent a saying ? As- 
suredly, if contemplated as the efficient cause of that fall ; 
but not, if seen as its evidences and accompaniments. As 
Christ drew proofs of a victory over Satan, which must 
have been accomplished by Himself, from his own ex- 
pelling of devils (Matt. xii. 28, 29), so He found proofs 
of the same victory in like works done by his disciples. 
The power of the strong man could not but indeed be 
broken, when not merely the Stronger Himself could 
spoil his goods at his pleasure, but the very weaklings 
among his servants could go in and out of his domain, 
and do there at their will.^ The Lord in no way links 
the headlong and shameful fall of Satan from on high 
with what they had wrought, as if that had anything to 
do with effecting it. That fall, that new stripping him of 
so large a part of the power and strength which he still 

' Corn, a Lapide : Non novam mihi rem narratis, nam cam vos nnper 
mitterem ad evangelizandam yidebam dsdmonem snA potestate a me privatam 
quasi de c»lo cadere, ao per YO0 magU oasoram. 
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retained, was the fruit of the Incarnation, of the life and 
death and exaltation of the Son of man. 

But this new triumph of the kingdom of good over the 
kingdom of evil in their respective heads, which Christ 
evermore in the spirit saw, at certain moments of his life 
He realized with intenser vividness than at others. And 
this moment of the return of the Seventy was one of these 
solemn and festal moments of his life. He employs the 
imperfect tense (JflawpoiJj'), to make clear that He had 
foreseen the glorious issue even when He sent them forth. 
This which they now announce to Him is even as He 
had surely expected : * I saw, as I sent you forth, Satan 
fall like lightning from heaven.' Already He beheld the 
whole idol-worship of the heathen world, whereof Satan 
was the soul and informing principle (1 Cor. x. 20), 
giving way, its splendour departing, its oracles dumb, 
its temples forsaken — ^till, instead of riding on the high 
places of the earth, and claiming the homage of the great 
and lioble and learned of the world, it should creep into 
obscure corners, and after surviving awhile as the despised 
superstition of ' pagans ' or villagers, expire altogether. 
This and much more of the same kind, the putting down 
of how many of the enormous wickednesses of the world, 
the casting down of how many strongholds of evil, was 
implied in the power which his disciples put forth. See- 
ing the greatest in the least. He saw a pledge of the great 
exorcism of the heathen world in these slighter cures 
which his disciples had been strong to e£fect 

He proceeds : ^ Behold^ I give you power to tread on 
serpents and scorpions^ and over all the power of the 
enemfff and nothing shall hy any means hurt you' The 
reading, * / have given youy arose from a misunderstanding 
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of the passage. Hitherto He had not given them this 
power ; they indeed^ as we have seen, had in faith antici- 
pated some portion of it ; and He, finding they were the 
men to make the right use of it, now imparts it to them 
in all its fulness, according to that law of his kingdom, 
^ To him that hath shall be given/ In the form of tlie 
promise there is manifest allusion to Ps. xci. 13 ; perhaps 
also to Isai. xi, 8 ; * and, whether directly so intended or 
not, we may certainly recognize here a very gracious 
reading backward and reversing of a threatening made 
under the elder Covenant, ' Behold, I will send serpents, 
cockatrices, among you, which will not be charmed, and 
they shall bite you, saith the Lord' (Jer. viii. 17). The 
physical consequences of man's sin, which may be traced 
through all regions of lower life, do in the animal world 
concentrate themselves with an especial malignity in the 
poisonous adder, in the stinging scorpion ; which there- 
fore are fitly used as the symbols and representatives of 
all that has most power and most will to hurt and to 
harm ; of all forms of deadliest malice exercised by Satan 
and his servants against the faithful (Ezek. ii. 6). Amid 
all this deadliest malice of the enemy they should go, 
themselves unharmed ; and, shod with the preparation of 
the Gospel of peace, should tread it all under Hieir feet : 
* and nothing sJiaU by any means hurt you.^ And yet, 
while we thus transfer, and rightly, the serpent and 
scorpion into the region of spiritual wickedness, and 
see here a pledge and promise that the faithful should 
be kept from the powers of evil, we must not so 
exclusively do this as to leave out a literal fulfilment as 

' Oompare the iratSlou vi^iw (LXX.) there with the v^ioi of ver. ai. 
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well ; such as found place when St. Paul shook the viper 
from his hand (Acts xxviii. 5), when St. John, if that 
indeed was so, drank of the poison-cup; and in this 
respect the passage contains the promise of the same 
character as that made by the Lord after his resurrection 
(Mark xvi 18). 

But with the enlarged commission, for it is ^ all the 
power of the enemy ' which it is now given them to pre- 
vail against, comes also, and as I believe comes for the 
first time in this discourse, the word of warning : * Not- 
withstanding m this rejoice notj that the spirits are subject 
unto you; hut rather r^oice, because your names are written 
in heaven.^ They were not forbidden altogether to rejoice 
in these mighty powers as exercised by them, forbidden 
only to make them the chiefest matter of their joy. 
The reason is obvious. These a man might possess, and 
yet remain unsanctified still (Matt. vii. 22, 23 ; 1 Cor. 
xiii. 2) ; these at best were only the privilege of a few, 
not therefore of the essence of a Christian's joy. There 
was that in which they might rejoice wilii a joy which 
should not separate them from any, the least of their 
brethren, a joy which they had in common with all.^ 
There was that in which they might rejoice without 
fear, namely, in the eternal love of God, who had so 
loved as to ordain them unto everlasting life. This 

' Angastine (Enarr, in Pi. oxzx.) : Rediernnt apostoli, et dixernnt Domino, 
onm missi essent a Domino, Ecce, Domine, in nomine tao etiam dasmbnia 
nobis snbjeota sunt. Vidlt Dominas quod tentaret eossaperbia ex potenti4 
roiraonlorara ; et ille, qni raedicus venerat sanare tnmores nostros, continuo 
ait, Nolite in hoc gandere, quia diemonia vobis subjecta sunt, sed gandete 
qnia nomina vestra scripta sant in oslo. Non omnes Ohristiani boni dasmonia 
ejicinnt; omniam tamen nomina scripta sunt in c»lo. Non eos Toloit 
gandere ex eo quod propriam habebant, sed ex eo quod cum ceteris salntem 
tenebant Inde Yolait gandere apoetolos, nnde gandes et tn. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



234 ^^^ RETURN OF THE SEVENTY. 

mention of ^ names written in heaven* (cf. Isai. iv. 3; 
Heb. xii, 23, Hhe Church of the firstborn, which are 
written in heaven ') is the nearest allusion to * the book 
of life/ * the Lamb's book of life/ ^ the book of God/ * the 
book of the living/ or simply * the book/ which anywhere 
occurs in the Gospels ; but the image is one which else- 
where runs through all Scripture (Exod. xxxii. 32, 33; 
Ps. Ixix. 29; Dan. xii. 1 ; Phil. iv. 3 ; Rev. iiL 5; xiii. 8 ; 
XX. 12; xxi. 27). It expresses under an image what 
Si Paul expresses without one, where he speaks of God's 
eternal purposes of love toward his saints (Ephes. i. 4^ 5). 

The Lord has administered, where He saw this was 
needed, a wholesome rebuke to that pride, of which He 
detected the germs in his disciples; but this does not 
hinder Him from rejoicing in this new victory of the 
kingdom of light over the kingdom of darkness, — a matter 
of the greater joy, that it was these ^ hdbes ' by whose 
hands this victory had been won : they of the household 
were dividing the spoil ^ In that hour Jesus rejoiced^ m 
spirity and said^ I thank Thee^ Father y Lord of heaven 
and earthy that Thou hast hid these things from the wise 



' The forms aya^^t6o (for ay6^Xo\ and ayaXXiaatgy belong to sacred Greek 
ezdasively, being fonnd onlj in the New Testament, the Septnagint, and 
in writings dependent npon these ; ayd^kia/ia^ which is also fonnd in the 
Septnagint, does not oconr in the New Testament 'AyaXXtaaSai is often 
in the New Testament Joined with x^^pff^y ^ ^^ Matt ▼. 11 ; Rev. xix. 7 ; 
cf. Tob. xiiL 13 ; in the Septnagint oftener with tv^paiveadai. It is stronger 
than xo^P^*^i for this last maj be in spirit and with no external manifesta- 
tions ; bnt ayoT^MoOai^ is to exnlt, so to rejoice as with ontward tokens to 
testify the inward J07, as an old expositor, Stella, here pats it well : Non 
est intelligendum qnod antea in gandio interiori non fherit, sed interioris 
gandii qnffidam signa none exterins demonstravit ; ideo convenientissime 
dixit, Exnltavit Exaltatio namqne dicitnr qnasi extra se saltatio, qnando 
videlicet ex abnndantiA gandii interioris signa lotitice foras enunpont 
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and prudent^ and revealed them unto babes : even soj 
Father ; far so it seemed good in thy sight' Precisely the 
same words with a slightly di£ferent introduction occur 
at Matt. xi. 25, 26 ; where they cannot possibly be the 
record of the same discourse ; for they have the same 
perfect fitness there as here ; they are embedded in one 
narrative quite as deeply as in the other. A careful 
comparison of the two passages can, I think, leave no 
doubt on our minds that Christ did from time to time 
repeat Himself in nearly or quite the same words ; which, 
after all, is not at all so wonderful in Him, each of whose 
utterances being perfect, could never be changed for the 
better. 

The all-important character of that which He is utter- 
ing here may well explain its repetition ; setting, as He 
does, his seal to that word of the prophet, ^ Woe unto 
them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in 
their own sight' (Isai. v. 21 ; cf Pro v. iii. 5, 7), and, be 
it observed, not merely thanking God for what He "has 
revealed, but for what He has hidden, that the same 
things, revealed by Him to some, were by Him hidden 
from others. There is then, if these words mean aught, 
such a thing as a punitive hiding and a penal blindness. 
The hand of the Lord may be upon those who withstand 
the truth, so that they shall not be able to see the sun of 
righteousness (Acts xiii. 11). That there are those from 
whom God hides his truth in displeasure may be a very 
terrible fact ; but a fact may be very terrible, and yet true 
notwithstanding ; and here is one of which we can only 
get rid by dealings the most violent wjth this and with 
other plainest statements of Scripture (Isai. vi. 10 ; Matt, 
xiii. 11-15; Luke xix. 42; John ix. 39). Christ here 
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thanks his Father for two things^ firsts that He has hidden 
from the wise and prudent ; and^ secondly, that what He 
has hidden from them He has revealed to babes; the 
hiding and revealing being recognized by Him as alike 
his Father's work, and the judgment and the grace alike 
matters for which He renders thanks. The words of 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. i 26-29, supply a remarkable parallel to 
this whole saying; while the early history of the Church, 
from which Scribes and Pharisees, the Gamaliels, and all 
or nearly all of the disputers of this world, stood aloof, 
fishermen meanwhile and publicans, and men ignorant 
tmd unlearned, finding their place therein, furnishes the 
best commentary. 
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11. THE PHARISEES SEEKING TO SCARE 
THE LORD FROM GALILEE. 

Luke ziiL 31-33. 

The Lord lingers too long in Galilee ; so^ at least, to his 
adversaries it seems. He is there comparatively secure 
among his frieads and adherents ; every day adding to 
the number of these ; confirming his word by signs fol- 
lowing (Matt. XV. 28 ; John iv. 46) ; his reputation grow- 
ing; all men holding Him for a prophet (Matt. viii. 27 ; 
ix. 8, 33); so that He will hardly be reached by 
the extremest malice of his foes. Gladly would these 
scare Him from the shelter of that safe retreat into the 
toils which have been set for Him at Jerusalem (Mark 
xi. 18; Matt. xxi. 46). And even if they do not quite 
succeed in this, it will be something if they can deliver 
themselves from his unwelcome presence in Galilee, at 
the same time involving Him in the discredit of an ignoble 
flight. It was that if possible, this at any rate, which they 
proposed to themselves, when they made to Him the 
communication which follows. 

* Hie same day there came certain of the PhaHsees' — 
came, no doubt with a friendly and confidential mien, 
and as men to whom, whatever secondary differences 
might exist between them, his safety was dear, — * saying 
wrUo Him J Get Thee outj and depart hence j for Herod wiU 
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TdU TJieeJj, T t ng wordo curiotisly remind us of another 
^similar plot and intrigue, by which it was sought, and 
equally in vain, to terrify a prophet of the Old Covenant 
from the appointed sphere of his labours; Jeroboam 
playing there the part of Herod here ; Amaziah, the priest 
of Bethel, of the Pharisees ; and the prophet Amos sustain- 
ing there the part which our Lord sustains here. There 
too Amaziah, with apparently no unfriendly meaning, 
although he had just before denounced the overbold 
prophet to the king (had the Pharisees done the same in 
the present instance ?), came to Amos, saying, * thou 
seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there 
eat bread, and prophesy there ; but prophesy not again 
any more at Bethel, for it is the king's chapel, and it is 
the king's court '(Amos vii. 10-17; ^^- ^^^^' ^^^* ^^' ^0* 
As the Pharisees here, so the priest of the Calves there 
takes nothing by his move, but goes utterly baffled and 
defeated away. 

We may affirm, with tolerable certainty, that Herod 
Antipas entertained no such design of killing Jesus as by 
these Pharisees is ascribed to him here. He had enough 
of prophet's blood on his hands in the murder of John 
the Baptist, and can scarcely have wished to have more. 
A weak, frivolous, unworthy prince, yet he is nowhere 
charged in Scripture with seeking to compass the Lord'is 
death. Even the crime of the Baptist's death, who came 
into far more direct collision with him, he had been 
entangled in unawares. When he heard of the fame of 
the Lord, he satisfied himself with saying to his servants, 
^ This is John the Baptist ; he is risen from the dead, 
and therefore mighty works do show forth themselves in 
him ' (Matt. xiv. 2) ; he devises no plots of open or secret 
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violence against Him. The report of Christ's miracles 
appears to have excited his curiosity (for his doctrine he 
cared nothing), so that when Pilate sent Jesus to him, *he 
was exceeding glad, for he was desirous to see Him. of a 
long season, and he hoped to have seen some miracle 
done by Him' (Luke xxiii. 8); but it is plain, both 
from this account and from his conduct in sending the 
Lord back unharmed to Pilate, with nothing worthy of 
death done to Him (Luke xxiii. 15), that he had no 
enmity against Him for the past, nor fear of Him for the 
future. We may say, further, that had he cherished that 
murderous thought in his heart which the Pharisees 
impute to him, ^that fox' is not the style with which he 
would have been characterized by the lips of truth ; but 
if the Lord had been pleased to designate him with any 
title of the kind, He would have styled him * that wolf/ 
or * that leopard,' by the name of some animal, of which 
bloodthirstiness, and not cunning, is the prevailing feature. 
Add to all this, that if Herod had been known really 
to entertain such designs, the Pharisees, who were now in 
deadliest conflict with the Lord, would have been the last 
to warn Him of his danger, or in any way to assist Him in 
^scaping from the snares which were being laid for his life. 
The only point upon which it is possible to raise a 
question seems to me to be this, namely, whether this was 
a gratuitous invention on the part of the Pharisees, sug- 
j gested possibly by some flying rumours, to which, how- 

Iever, they gave no credit themselves, of Herod's ill-will 
to Christ — such rumours as the Baptist's murder might 
, easily have occasioned ; whether the tale they bring was 
I thus a mere invention of their own, devised with the 
purpose of terrifying the Lord from those quarters ; or 
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1 whether they and Herod understood one another, and 
he, possibly disquieted at this period by the growing 
number of Christ's adherents, may have been willing to 
use their assistance, and to allow them to use the terror 
of his name, so to induce the Lord quietly to withdraw 
to some other part of the land. 

Those who are disposed to see an understanding here 
between Herod and the Pharisees, urge that in the words 
of Christ's reply, * Ga ycj and teU that foz, there is an 
intimation that such a collusion existed, and that it had 
not escaped Him. They professed to be his friends, and 
to bring Him this warning out of goodwill, and meaning 
to defeat the purpose of Herod; but sending them to 
him with that message, the Lord will imply that He 
perfectly apprehends the relation in which they and 
Herod stand to one another — ^how that Herod was wait- 
ing to learn from their lips the success of their stratagem, 
and the spirit in which He Himself had received that 
announcement which they brought : ^ This is my answer 
to him that sent you, whose emissaries you have con- 
descended to become — to that fox, who thinks with his 
paltry wiles *and transparent devices to scare the lion 
from his own domain.' 

Yet I cann6t but believe that their view is a truer one, 
the many interpreters, ancient and modem, who have 
seen in this report which the Pharisees bring to Jesus a 
pure invention of their own, a fiction wholly of their own 
devising. They did but pretend the malice of Herod, 
who, if he had desired to rid himself of the Lord's pre- 
sence, had other means at his command ; and who certainly 
was on no such friendly terms with the Pharisees as to 
make very probable any understanding between them. 
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Nor need the words, ^Go ye^ and teU that fox^ cause any 
difificulty here* The Lord, in that spirit of finest irony 
which is not alien from the spirit of deepest love and 
loftiest truth, so far fell in with, or seemed to fall in with, 
the aspect of the matter which they presented to Him, 
and to be deceived by it, that He used its language — not 
at the same time failing to let them perceive that their 
wretched covert intrigues were open and manifest to Him. 
The ^fox' was really in their own hearts, and to this 
^fox' He indeed addresses Himself.^ Some of the early 
interpreters ingeniously urge in this sense the words 
Hh%9 fox^ as one actually present, rather than ^ that fox j 
one at a distance,^ which might have beforehand been 
expected. If there be anything in this, our Version has 
not preserved it, and the Vulgate as little.' It was they, 
the Pharisees, who were themselves offended at his con- 
tinued presence in the land ; it was to their own selves they 
should indeed carry the message back. This explanation 
has the further advantage, that so the decorum which 
our Lord ever preserved in regard of the powers that be, 
however unworthy were those who might actually represent 
them at the time, will be perfectly maintained ; which 
decorum might seem violated, if the message were really 
intended for Herod, and not rather to stop short with 
these intriguing Pharisees themselves. 

But the reply which they were to carry back to ' thai 
fox^ in other words, to accept themselves, is not without 

' MaldoDatas: Ohristns non Herodem, sed PharissBos ipsos qui Herodem 
sibi minabantar, vulpem appellavit Non qnod h»o vorba de Herode non 
dizerit, Bed qaod in person^ Herodis, qnam illi sibi indaebant nt ipsnm 
deterrerent, eos notaverit atqae refellerit. 

'Thus Theophylaot: ov yhp eln-e, 1^ (ikhtftia kmhnf, Wia roCrr^. 

• We have * that /ox;' the Vulgate, * vulpi Uli,' 

B 
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a certain amount of obscurity : ^ Behold^ I cast out devils^ 
and I do cures to^ay and to-nwrrow^ and the third day 
I shall he perfected^ The general meaning of the answer 
is not hard to catch : ^ So far from being interrupted in 
myministry by any tidings of the kind you bring, be they 
false or true, by your wish, or by Herod's wish, to be rid 
of my presence at once, I shall proceed on my way, I 
shall do as before I have done, I shall put forth my 
beneficent powers, casting out devils, healing the sick for 
the present (* to-day '), for the future (^ to-morrow '), and 
only at a remoter period {Hhe third day') will my life 
and course reach their appointed term." The words 
are exactly parallel to others spoken on not a very dis- 
similar occasion, when his timid disciples would have 
dissuaded Him from afironting the dangers of Judaea ; 
to whom He replied : ^Are there not twelve hours in the 
day ? If any man walk in the day he stumbleth not, 
because he seeth the light of this world' (John xi. 9; 
cf. ix. 4). ^ To-day and to-morrow and the third day ' 
will here exactly correspond to the Hwelve hours ' there, 
signifying as they do a certain fixed appointed time. Not 
of necessity a very brief time, but rather the contrary ; 
for an intention upon his part to make his further sojourn 
in Galilee a brief one was exactly that which the Pharisees 
would have been best pleased to hear, while it was very 

* i^fupov Koi <Apt€v : cf. Josh. zx. iS, 28 ; and for a similar method of 
counting hackward to the third day, Sasan. 15. 

' Oigetan : Per hodie et eras et tertiam diem nnirersi temporis reqaisiti 
ad opns snnm perfectio significatnr. Oalvin : Hodie et eras defangar mnnere 
mihi divinitns iqjancto ; nbi ad finem stadii yentoni fnerit, tone in saorificinm 
offerar. There is frequently a certain solemnitj abont this indication of the 
third day ; snch as is scarcelj wanting here ; thns see Gen. zxiL 4; zzzi. aa ; 
zzziv. 25;zL so; zliL 18; Ezo^' ziz. 11, 16; i Kin. ziL 12; a iOn. zz. 5; 
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far from his purpose at all to gratify them by the announce- 
ment which He made.^ Least of all do these words signify 
— which would be a meaning utterly trivial — ^that the 
time of his actual tarrying in Galilee should extend over 
two literal days, and that on the third He should quit it, 
even as the verse following can as little mean that He 
would occupy three such actual days in the journey from 
that spot to Jerusalem. What He says is this : * There is 
for Me a predetermined time, during which I shall labour 
unhindered. No malice nor intrigues of my enemies 
shall prevail to abridge that time.* Instead of fleeing, as 
you suggest, I will leisurely accomplish my work this 
day and to-morrow ; and then when the third day comes 
/ shaU be perfected^ I shall finish my course : the things 
concerning Me will have an end ; which, however ' (for all 
this is implied in the word), * shall be no abrupt nor pre- 
mature one, cutting off my life in the midst of my days, 
with my work unfinished, in an obscure corner of a re- 
mote province ; but a death which shall be the solemn and 
fit conclusion of my life, the completion and consummation 
of all which I came into the world to accomplish.' * 

' Maldonatus: Non id agebat Ohristas, nt Pharissdos oonsolaretar ; quod 
profecto feoisset, si illis sigaific^sset brevi se post tempore moritaram. Quid 
oniin erat qaod illi magis optarent? sed volebat potias aagere materiam 
invidite atqae doloris. 

* Stella: Fallimini, si oreditis vos ant Herodes qaod rersatia hamana 
possit aliqnid contra potentiam Dei et ejus yoluntatem. Vos dioitis quod 
Herodes mortem mihi molitur, et vos non moleste fertis; sed inanis est 
deliberatio ejus, quia non est in manu ejus mors mea, quia nemo toilet 
animam meam a me. Potestatem enim habeo ponendi animam meam, et sio 
cum Toluero ponam eam et moriar. 

' To make reXeuAfuu a middle verb, completing it with rd kpfya^ and find- 
ing as tlie meaning, * on the third day IJini$h^* i.e. ^ my vorh$j^ sadly mars the 
force of this passage. It is not for nothing that the two active verbs which 
go before are exchanged for this passive. Our English, * / $hall be per^ 
fected^ is very good ; a vast improvement on * / make an tnd^ of the earlier 

B2 
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There may seem a slight contradiction between the 
statement of the verse which has just been considered, 
and of that which now follows : ^ Nevertheless^ I must 
walk t(hdaifj and t<HnorraWj and the day foUomng ;* for 
here the Lord speaks of ^ the third day ' as one of the 
days of his walking, while there He contemplated it as 
the day on which He should be perfected and finish his 
course. But there is no real contradiction. He contem- 
plates his death as being, in fact, the crowning work of 
his life. As little does this verse 33 contain a mere 
repetition of the statement of that which went before. 
Hitherto He has but stated the fact that his ministry 
should continue; now He is giving the grounds in the 
divine order and fitness of things why it should continue, 
why He should walk and work unlet and unhindered. 
* This my death here in this remote Galilee, with which 
you threaten Me, is impossible ; for it can not he that a 
prophet^ and therefore least of all He who is the chief of 
the prophets, perish tmt of Jenisalem. That city which 

Yeraions, as is also the Vulgate, Consommor. Compare, for similar uses 
of TtJiiuwaSaiy Phil. iiL la; Acts zz. 24; Eeb. ▼. 9; zii. 23. More than 
once Aagustine transfers this word from Christ to Christ's Chnrch, and 
finds in it a prophecj of the three stages of the spiritnal life throogh 
which He caoses it in each of its members to pass, namely, the forgiveness 
of sins, the restoration to health, the c<v)8ammation in glorj; thus Can, 
Jul. Pelag, vi. 19 : Ecce, inqnit, ejicio dsraonia, et sanitates perficio bodieet 
eras, et terti& die consnmmor. Ezpnlsio qaippe est dffirooniomm remissio 
peccatoram ; perfectio sanitatnm, qua fit proficiendo post baptismum ; tertia 
consnmmatio est, quam sosb qaoqne carnis immortalitate monstravit, in- 
oormptibiliam beatitndo gacdiomm. Cf. Enarr. in P$, oz. 46. 

* What the ezact force of this * KevertheUn * (n-^) is, ezpositors have 
often not troubled themselves to consider ; it seems to me best given b j 
lialdonatns, whose commentary on the whole of this difficult passage is 
masterij : Refertnr non ad omnia prscedentia, sed ad illud tantara nllimnm, 
et tertid die eomummor^ qnasi dicat qnamvis terti4 die moritarns sim, 
tamen interim nemo me impedire poterit, quominos hoc intermedio tempore 
miracula fiidam. 
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has been the murderess of all the prophets from the 
beginning (Isai. i. 21)^ which has ever claimed this dread- 
ful prerogative to herself, as she is chief in favours, to be 
also chief in guilt, she shall not forego it now ; she shall 
continue to the end the seat of all the deadliest enmity 
to the kingdom of God.' But the words reach much 
further than this, much further than to the stating merely 
of such a general fact as this. They have a direct refer- 
ence to those with whom the Lord is speaking now, and 
contain the finest irony on their affected interest in his 
welfare. 'You have come^ expressing your alarm for 
my safety, should I tarry longer here. You may lay aside 
your apprehensions. My danger is not in Galilee, nor 
yet from Herod. I shall not perish here, but in Jeru- 
salem, your seat, your head-quarters, where you reign 
supreme. When the day of my death, or of my con- 
summation, arrives, you, and not Herod, will be the 
authors of the murderous deed.' ^ 



^ Calyin : Yosne at ab Herode mihi oayeam monetisi qnos yideo meot 
fore earnifioef! 
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12. THE UNFINISHED TOWER AND THE 
DEPRECATED WAR. 

"Lake xiv. 25-33. 

OuB Lord on more than one occasion during his earthly 
ministry found a midtitude in his train ; loosely attached 
to Him ; but who at the same time would inevitably have 
detached themselves from Him and fallen away, so soon 
as ever a day of temptation had arrived. Nothing could 
be further from his desire than such a following as this. 
* They that are with Him are called and faithful and 
true ' (Rev. xvii. 14) ; and such will abide with Him 
unto the end. But not so these ; to whom therefore He 
turned, and spake words repelling rather than inviting. 
They who in this world would enlist recruits keep out of 
sight what is hard, painful, and dangerous in the work to 
which they invite them ; but not so He, who desired that 
none should join themselves to Him without a clear 
knowledge beforehand of all to which they were engaging 
themselves. To a Paul, on the very threshold of his con- 
version. He will shew what great things he must suffer 
for his name's sake (Acts ix. 16). Ezekiel at his first 
commission is told plainly to what manner of men, such 
as could be likened only to thorns, briars, scorpions, he 
is sent (Ezek. ii. 6). And to this multitude Christ ad- 
dressed one of his hard sayings — one after the hearing of 
which we can hardly doubt that many went back and 
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walked no more with Him (cf. John vi. 66). A sad con- 
summation, yet better far than that they should throw in 
their lot with Him, afterwards to be offended, and to fall 
from Him, in that day of trial which was sure before long 
to arrive (Matt. xiii. 21). 

We read then that ^ there went great multitudes with 
Him; and he turned^ and said unto theniy If any man 
come to Me^ and hate not his father ^ and mother^ and wife^ 
and children^ and brethren^ and sisters^ yea, and his otvn 
life alsoy he cannot be my disciple^ Let us here notice, 
by the way, the profound confidence in a guiding, inter- 
preting Spirit who should be ever at work in his Church, 
which these words of Christ reveal. Take them literally, 
and they stand in direct contradiction to the whole 
teaching of the rest of Scripture, in contradiction to the 
teaching of Moses, of the prophets, of the apostles, of 
Christ Himself; they enjoin an immorality; require of 
men to hate those whom it is their prime duty to love. 
And j''et Christ spake the words notwithstanding, satisfied 
to leave to that interpreting Spirit to put them in harmony 
with all which elsewhere is commanded in the Scripture, 
or written by the finger of God on the heart of man. 

But in other ways also the unparalleled boldness of 
Christ's teaching, the tremendous claims which He makes 
on those who offer to join themselves to Him, m'ky well 
fill us with marvel and with awe. How intolerable the 
pride and presumption of any less than the greatest, 
lower than the highest, to impose the conditions of 
discipleship which He here imposes, to demand of men 
the sacrifices which He here demands ; and this, be it 
observed, not in the name of One whose messenger He is ; 
but in his own ; standing forth as Himself the object, to 
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whom all this measureless devotion of all men is justlj 
due, who, claiming it all, claims nothing but his own. 
When I ask myself what are the proofs of Christ's 
divinity which the Scripture affords, when I enquire 
whether He did Himself there claim to be God, I find 
evidence of this not so much in a certain number of 
texts where this in as many words is asserted — ^though 
these are most needful — but far more in the po^ition 
toward every other man which He uniformly, and as a 
matter of course, assumes. What man, that was not 
man's Maker as well as his fellow, could have required that 
father and mother, wife and children, should all be post- 
poned to him ; that, where any competition between his 
claims and theirs arose. He should be everything and 
they nothing ? that not merely these, which, though very 
close to a man are yet external to him, but that his very 
self, his own life, should be hated, when on no other 
conditions Christ could be loved. It is nothing strange 
or unreasonable that man's Creator, the author of his 
being, the supreme and absolute Good, should demand all 
this of his creatures (Exod. xxxii. 27 ; DeUt. xxxiii. 9) ; 
but that Jesus of Nazareth should challenge the same 
unreserved devotedness on the part of all men, should 
require that every other duty of every other man should 
yield to the duty to Him, that every other love should 
subordinate itself to the love of Him; how could this be, 
except as He also stood in the place of God, and was 
God? . 

But these are thoughts which, followed out as they 
deserve, would lead us too far from the subject imme- 
diately in hand. Christ has spoken of the absolute re- 
nunciation of all, even of a man's own life, that last 
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oitadel bf selfishness, as he who ought best to know, 
had long since proclaimed (Job ii. 4), that citadel, where 
it may still make itself strong when every outwork has 
been abandoned ^ — ^He has spoken of this as the condition 
without which no man could be his disciple. But this 
self which needs to be renounced is oftentimes a very 
subtle one, the self of him who proposes to serve God, 
but to serve Him in his own strength, and not in God's ; 
who may have renoimced much, but has not renounced 
a vain confidence in his own powers, and that these will 
enable him to carry to a successful end a service thus 
undertaken. Christ uses two similitudes, borrowed from 
two enterprizes, the one grave to a private man, the other 
even to a king ; by aid of the first He warns us of the 
shameful close which may attend a service in this spirit 
begun ; while in the second He points out to all the only 
wise course for the avoiding of such perils as woidd thus 
lie before them. This is the first : * For which of youy 
intending to build a tower, eifteth not down fir^t, and 
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it ? 
Lest haply y after he hath laid the foundation, and is not 
able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 
saying, This man began to build, and was not able to 
finish.' And this the second : * Or what king, going to 
make war against another king, sitteth not doum first, and 
consuUeth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet 
him that cometh against him unth twenty thousand? Or 
else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an 
anibassage, and desireth conditions of peace J * 

* As Gregory the Great here says well {Horn, xxxii.) : Nee tamen sufficit 
nostra reliaquere, nisi relinqaamos et nos. 

' 'Ev 6kKa xt^(Ttv. See for the sarae idiom, indeed for exactly the same 
words, I Mace. iv. 29 ; and with the avfipaXelv ei^ nd^fjujv compare cvfu 
0aXetv rtc uax^^ Josephas, Antt, yi. 5. 2. 
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The comparison of the Christian life, sometimes* that of 
the individoal, sometimes that of the collective Church, 
to the carrying up of a building is frequent in Scripture 
(Matt. vii. 24-27 ; Ephes. ii. 20--22 ; i Cor. iii. 9 ; i Pet. 
ii. 4, 5) ; and not less frequent the likening of it to the 
waging of a war (i Cor. xvi. 13; i Thess. v. 8; Ephes. 
vi. 11-17 ; ^ ^^°*- ^- 3> 45 i^* 7)- ^^* ^^^ fitting in of 
these words to their place here, the making them to 
illustrate the matter directly in hand, is not so easy as is 
often carelessly taken for granted. Indeed the current 
interpretation of this passage is far from satisfactory ; and 
we have only to look a little closely at it to perceive the 
very serious difficulties with which it is encumbered. 
I believe, indeed, that by that interpretation words among 
the most profound and far reaching which our Lord 
spake upon earth, are made to take comparatively a 
slight and trivial meaning. That interpretation may be 
stated as follows. Christ would have the candidates for 
admission within the circle of his disciples to consider 
diligently with themselves, and accurately to weigh, 
whether they have strength and means to carry them 
triumphantly through the arduous enterprize which they 
meditate ; and if, as the result of this calculation, they 
discover that they have not, then to renounce the enter- 
prize altogether; and not, as some foolish builder, to 
begin the tower of the Christian life, which they will 
prove unable to carry to the end ; like some rash king to 
challenge to the conflict powers, the powers, that is, of 
the kingdom of darkness, which are twice as strong as 
they are, with which therefore they cannot hope to wage 
a successful wac 
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This explanation labours under a double defect. In 
the first place, according to all the other teaching of 
Scripture, the disciple who indeed builds and completes 
the tower, is not one who has counted the cost, and found 
that he lias sufiBcient;' he whose warfare is crowned 
with victory is not he who has calculated the opposing 
forces, and found that those at his command are more 
and mightier than any which can be brought against him ; 
but he rather who, having counted the cost, has found 
that he has Tiot enough, that the outlay far exceeds any 
resources at his command, that he begins and must 
continue a bankrupt to the end; having nothing in 
himself, that so he may possess all things in God ; who, 
having taken the measure of hfs own forces and of 
those of the adversary, has understood that this war- 
fare is one not to be waged at his own charges, has 
learned to cry, * Who is sufl&cient for these things ? ' and 
sought to a mightier for aid. All other Scripture teaches 
us, in the glorious words of Charles Wesley's hymn, to be 
* strong in self-despair,' and not in self-confidence ; that 
emptiness is indeed the one condition of fulness ; that, 
however sad a thing it may be in this world to end wit 
being a bankrupt, in the spiritual world it is the bes 
thing which can happen to begin with being such ; 
man's poverty being there his riches, and his weakne$s 
his strength ; for such are the strange paradoxes of the 
kingdom of heaven. / 

This is one blemish — a most serious one ; but there is 
another behind. Granting that this objection could be 
set aside, is it conceivable that Christ should counsel in 
such a case, and having made such a discovery, not so 
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much as to begin the too costly tower ;^ or, more mar- 
vellous still, not so much as to provoke the too potent foe, 
but on the contrary, to make terms with him, to engage 
not to molest Am, if he will not molest us, whom to 
defy to the uttermost is our first duty and only safety 
(i Pet. V. 9; Ephes. vi. 11-16), whose works to destroy 
was once the work of Christ in his own person, will be 
his work through his Church to the end ? What sort of 
peace would that be ? Can we imagine that the Lord 
would give the allowance of his word to such abject 
resolves as these ? for what, after all, are they who l^ave 
off to buUd, who, in place of challenging, make conditions 
with the enemy, but the Demases who forsake not Paul 
only, but Paul's Lord; having loved the present world ; 
who, when tribulation comes or even threatens, straight- 
way are offended and fall awayj who see the wolf 
coming and flee ? ^ The fearful' of Rev. xxL 8, the tradi- 
tores, the thurificati, of early Church history, all these 
did in that sense count the cost, and gave over to build ; 
having challenged the king of the dark kingdom, shrunk 
from meeting him in battle. But can we suppose that 
Christ had a word of allowance for these ? that they could 
plead that they were acting on his advice ? and yet, adopt- 
ing the common interpretation, how could we avoid so 
doing? 

But it is not so. These sayings of our Lord contain a 
far other lesson than this, one in far closer harmony with 
the other teaching of Scripture. What that teaching is, 
the words with which Christ follows up and applies 
all which He has here said, sufficiently declare : ' Sctlike- 

^ As Maldoiuttiis asks well, who sees the difficaltj, hut not the waj out 
of it, Deinde qaomodo nos Ohrbtos dehortaretar ne Ohristiani efficeremurf 
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fme^ whosoever he he of you that forsaketh not aU that he 
hathy he cannot he my disciple! In that ^forsakety 
(a'7wr6uaaB^ai)y or ^renounces/ 'bids good by to/ ' takes 
farewell jof/ lies the key to the whole passage. Christ sees 
the multitudes addressing themselves to his discipleship 
with one kind of furniture and apparatus for it; such as 
He knows will utterly fail them, when the stress of the 
trial comes ; He warns them of their need of quite an- 
other. It is the poor, those who, counting up their 
means, discover that they have not enough to carry 
through the work, and that of their own they never will 
have enough, and who therefore renounce all that they 
have, it is these, and not the rich, not, that is, they who 
walk in a vain conceit of their own riches (Rev^ iii. 17), 
who are able to finish this tower .^ How it fares with 
the others, what a swift and shameful coming to the end 
of all their fancied resources inevitably awaits them, this 
Christ puts vividly before our eyes in the words which 
follow (ver. 29, 30) . He gathers up in these the world's 
judgment upon them who, professing to forsake it, were 
yet of it all the while, and who sooner or later reveal 
that they were so. The world cannot pardon that they 
should ever have affected any higher service than its 
own; and even while it receives back its prodigals, 
receives them with taunt and with scorn ; the salt which 
has lost its savour is trodden under foot, not of God, 
but, doom more ignominious far, is trodden under foot 
of men (Matt. v. 13). Nor are worldly and wicked men 
the only mockers. The scomers here include, as more 

* Gregory the Great {Horn, 37) : Hoc enim inter terrennm et ceeleste 
8Bdifioiam distat, quod terrenum flBdifiomm ezpensas colligendo coDstraitar, 
celeste vero sedificium expensas dispergendo. Ad illud sumtus facimus, 
si non hahita coUigamus ; ad istnd sumtus facimus, si et habita relinquamus. 
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than gne in olden time has urged, not these men only, 
well pleased when any scheme of higher service, which 
threatened to put them and their lives to rebuke, has 
come to nought; but fallen spirits as well, the angels 
to whom men are a spectacle (i Cor. iv. 8); who, so 
far as they can rejoice in aught, rejoice in dishonour 
done to God; and who, being first our tempters, are 
afterwards, when we have yielded to their temptations, 
our mockers and scorners as well -} ' This man' (the con- 
tempt makes itself still more felt in the original), ^ began 
to huUdy and was not able to finish^ 

Such uncompleted buildings, open to all the winds and 
rains of heaven, with their naked walls, and with all 
which has been spent upon them utterly wasted, are 
called in the language of the world, which has often so 
true a word, This man's, or that man's, Folly ; arguing 
as they do so utter a lack of wisdom and prevision on 
their parts who began them. Such, for example, is 
Charles the Fifth's palace at Granada, the Kattenburg at 
Cassel. They that would be Christ's disciples shall see 
to it that they present no such Babels to the ready scorn 
of the scornful; beginning, as though they intended to 
take heaven by storm, to build up a tower which should 
reach even thither, and anon coming to an end of all their 
resources, of all their zeal, all their patience, and leaving 
nothing but an utterly baffled purpose, the mocking-stock 
of the world, even as those builders of old left nothing but 
a shapeless heap of bricks to tell of the entire miscal- 
culation which they had made. Making mention of ^ a 
tower^ I cannot but think that the Lord intended an 

* Gregory the Great (Horn, 37) : Ipsos irrisores patimar qnos ad malam 
persoasorea habemua. 
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allusion to that great historic tower, the mightiest failure 
and defeat which the worjd has seen, that tower of Babel, 
which, despite of its vainglorious and vaunting beginning, 
ended in the shame and confusion of all who undertook 
it (Gen. xi. i-9)-^ 

It is well worthy of remark, and indeed I have briefly 
remarked already (p. 177), how greatly our Lord loves 
to bring out some truth which He would very earnestly 
enforce and commend to men, by two successive images ; 
like, and yet unlike ; approaching it from different quarters ; 
the second oftentimes going deeper into the heart of the 
matter than did the first, at all events presenting it in 
some aspect under which the first did not, perhaps in the 
nature of things could not, present it; the two in this 
manner mutually completing one another. It is thus for 
example with the parables of the mustard-seed and the 

' A oliaracteristio passage in Jeremy Taylor's SermoDS, Of Zuhewarm- 
nesi and Zeal^ contains no direct reference to these words of oar Lord, yet 
such can scarcely have not been intended : * So have I seen a fair struc- 
ture begun with art and care, and raised to half its stature ; and then it stood 
still by the misfortune or negligence of the owner, and the rain descended, 
and dwelt in its joints, and supplanted the contexture of its pillars ; and 
having stood awhile like the antiquated temple of a deceased oracle, it fell 
into a hasty age, and sunk upon its own knees, and so descended into ruin : 
BO is the imperfect, unfinished spirit of a man ; it lays the foudation of a 
holy resolution, and strengthens it with vows and arts of prosecution, it 
raises up the walls, sacraments and prayers, reading and holy ordinances ; 
and holy actions begin with a slow motion, and the building stays, and the 
spirit is weary, and the soul is naked, and exposed to temptation, and in the 
days of storm take in every thing that can do it mischief; and it is faint 
and sick, listless and tired, and it stands till its own weight wearies the 
foundation, and then declines to death and sad disorder, being so much the 
worse because it hath not only returned to its first follies, but hath super- 
added un thankfulness and carelessness, a positive neglect, and a despite of 
holy things, a setting a low price to the things of God, laziness and wretched- 
ness: all which are evils superadded to the first state of coldness, whither 
he is with all these loads and circumstances of death easily revolved.' 
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leaven (Matt. xiii. 31-33) ; the former setting forth the 
outward development, the second the inward operation, 
of the truth ; it is thus again with the Hid Treasure and 
the Pearl (Matt. xiii. 44-46), the first putting before us one 
who has found, the second one who has sought as well as 
found, the kingdom of heaven. So too, as we have 
seen, the new wine in the old vessels is something more, 
and contains a profounder lesson, than the new patch 
upon the old garment (Matt. ix. 16, 17). Another ex- 
ample we have here, where the king, measuring before- 
hand his own forces and the forces of the adversary whom 
he is tempted to challenge to the conflict, tells us some- 
thing which the builder, sitting down to count the cost of 
the tower which he is planning to erect, would not have 
told. There is sometimes a further gain in a duplicate 
illustration such as this; and such gain is here. Any 
misgiving as to the correctness of the interpretation which 
has been here put upon the first similitude must, I am 
persuaded, disappear, with a careful study of the second. 
That in the sphere of things natural the course which 
Christ here recommends is the only wise one, this is self- 
evident Any other would be fraught with uttermost 
hazard, with almost inevitable ruin, to him who pursued 
it. War indeed is sweet, as the ancient proverb assures 
us, to those who have never tried it ;^ and examples out 
of number of kings who, committing themselves to an 
unequal struggle, have drawn down ruin on themselves 
and on their kingdom, history sacred and profane will 
alike supply. Croesus in profane history, Amaziah (2 Kin. 
xiv. 8-12) and Josiah (2 Kin. xxiii. 29, 30) in sacred, 
will suggest themselves at once. Hezekiah, on the con- 

* rXvwf hnelpt^ irdXtfiog, 
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trary, wise betimes, and knowing how much over- 
matched he would prove in conflict with the great king 
of Assyria, sends an ambassage, while the other is yet at 
a distance, desiring conditions of peace : ^ I have offended ; 
return from me ; that which thou puttest on me will I 
bear' (2 Kin. xviii. 14). 

But it is with the spiritual counterpart of this wisdom 
that we have here to do. The exposition which I have 
felt bound to reject, that, I mean, which makes the king 
who might come with his twenty thousand against him 
who with ten thousand should imprudently provoke a 
war, to be the devil, altogether paralyses ver. 32; for 
what can be the meaning of sending an ambassage to 
him, and desiring of him conditions of peace ? How can 
we conceive, as has been urged already, counsel such as 
this issuing from the lips of the Lord? Lange, who 
clings to the common interpretation, can only evade the 
difficulty which it offers in this way : ^ peace here accord- 
ing to the sense of the image can only mean a truce, and 
the request for peace only the avoiding of a premature 
conflict, to which the Christian as yet is unequal.' It is 
a still poorer escape to urge, as does Calvin, that all parts 
of such a parabolic saying as this must not be pressed, 
that some in the interpretation may be very well allowed 
to fall away. This in itself is most true; yet what 
part could be pressed, if this, in which the whole teach- 
ing evidently culminates, might not be so?^ But how 

' Gerhard (Harm, Evang. 120) in like manner owns that not merely we 
must not press this part of the simllitade, but in the application go quite 
counter to it, which it is difficult to think was the Lord^s intention : Tan- 
turn hoc observeraus in h4c militiA, quo a propositi paraboM discedimus : 
nt quandoquidem hie hostis nunqnam nobis honestas pacis conditiones pro- 
ponit, nos etiam nunquam cum ipso paciscamur, nee uUam pacem vel otium 
ab ipso ezpectemus, quamdiu mortalem hano vitam in his terris degimus. 

8 
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profound is the lesson here, when we recognize in this king 
who might come against us with his twenty thousand, 
with a might altogether overpowering ours, no other 
than God Himself. He is a true fighter against God, a 
deofidx^^ quite as truly, though in another way, as the 
openly ungodly, who would fain be anything in his sight, 
who, face to face with God, would assert himself at. all; 
who does not renounce all that he hath, and, as that 
which is the dearest to him, and cleaves closest to the 
natural man, his own righteousness the first of all.* 

The book of Job will supply the amplest and richest 
materials for the illustration of these words. The patri- 
arch himself was sorely tempted to be such a fighter 
against God, with his ten thousand to challenge Him with 
his twenty thousand. Early indeed in the great and 
terrible struggle of his life he has glimpses more than 
one of the madness of provoking to the conQict of 
righteousness such an adversary; as, for instance, when 
he exclaims, ^ How should man be just with God ? If 
he will contend with Him, he cannot answer Him one of 
a thousand' (ix. 2, 3) ; and again, * If I wash myself with 
snow-water, and make my hands never so clean, yet shalt 

* Bengel : Hsdc igitar rogatio pacis exprimit odinm anirosB propriso [ver. 
s6], quo quis, orani suitate abnegate, mers se gratisB comiiiittit. i£dificator 
pecnnias, belligerator copias, discipolas parentes et caritaten otnnes aboegat 
et irapendit. 111! habent apparatam positivom, hio negativain. Maldonatus, 
who has almost always something valuable on the harder passages in Scrip- 
tures, sees clearly that the king coming with his twenty thousand cannot 
be Satan, with whom we never must have peace, nay rather a irdXtftoc 
itnnvSoc: but only doubtfully suggests that by him God Himself may be 
intended : Mittere vero legationem et rogare quce pacis sunt non est a . 
diabolo, hoste capitali nostro, pacem petere, quocum perpetuum nobis helium 
gerendnm est, neo pacem unquam licet pangere. Nam et in pace vincimur ; 
hoc enim pejus et turpius; quod in bello quidem, nt milites decet, repug- 
nantes atque resistentes, in pace volentes, sine volnere, sine sanguine, 
superamnr. 
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Thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall 
abhor me* (ix. 30, 31) ; but at other times he is very far 
from having renounced all that he has; thus see xxiii. 
3-5, and indeed that chapter throughout. It is only at 
the last that he altogether does so, lays his hand upon 
his mouth, confesses that he has nothing with which to 
answer God (xl. 4), and abhors himself in dust and ashes 
(xlii. 5, 6) ; demands, that is, conditions of peace, and, 
having demanded, obtains them (xlii. 7-17). St. Paul 
would have been another such fighter against God, if 
those things which he once counted gain he had resolved 
to count gain to the end ; if, refusing to submit himself 
to the righteousness of God, he had stood out upon a 
righteousness of his own (Phil. iii. 3-9). But he also on 
the way to Damascus learned better; and when, with 
his face to the ground, he asked, ^ What wilt Thou have 
me to do?* he, too, was exactly falling in with that 
which Christ here declares to be the only wisdom for 
every man, demanding conditions of peace from that far 
mighter King, with whom it is impossible for flesh and 
blood, for sinful man, to contend.^ 

' I know none in the ancient Ohnroh, and only Bengel and Stier among 
mcKlern interpreters, who have grasped the meaning of this portion of 
Scripture with at all so firm a hand as Gregory the Great has done. I have 
already quoted words of his on the only way in which the necessary cost 
for the huilding of the tower is to be got together. He too has apprehended 
rightly what so few have apprehended, namely, that the king who might 
come against ns with his twenty thousand, with whom tlierefore it is 
prudent to make terms betimes, is not Satan, but God; thus Horn, 37 in 
Etang, : Rex contra regem ex nquo venit ad prsslium, et tamen si se per* 
pendit non posse snfficere, legationem mtttit, et ea qusa pacis sunt postulat. 
Quibus ergo non lacrymis veniam sperare debemus, qui in illo tremendo 
examine cum Rege nostro ex asquo ad judicium non venimus? quos nimirum 
conditio, infirmitas, et causa inferiores exhibet .... Qoid ergo agendum est, 
fratres, nisi ut dum nos cum simplo exercitu contra dupluni illius sufficere 
non posse conspicimus, dum adhuo longe est, legationem mittamus, et 
rogemus ea qn» pacis sunt f Longe enim esse dioitor, qni adhuo prssens 

8 % 
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We may take an example from the opposite wdo. 
The Pharisee in the. parable (Luke xviii. 9-14), when he 
enumerated the long catalogue of his virtues, was pre- 
cisely one who was refusing to forsake all that he had, 
rather was hugging this all as closely as he could. He 
was calculating his means, and finding that he had 
enough to finish the tower ; he was mustering his forces, 
and so disastrously overrating their strength, that he did 
not fear to set himself in battle-array against Him who 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace only unto the 
humble. The publican, on the contrary, in the same 
parable, was avowing that for the carrying up of the tower 
he had not enough, he had nothing ; that the war was 
one in which he could not so much as look his mightier 
Adversary in the face; and exclaiming, ^God be merciful 
to me a sinner,' he threw down his arms, and sought, 
while there was yet time, conditions of peace. 

Let me obseri^e, before quitting this matter, that there 
is a certain fine irony in our Lord's falling in so far with 
man's dream of being something and being able to hold 
his own even in the face of God, as to speak of him 
as a king over against another king, king against king — 
in his so far falling in with man's dream of self-righteous- 
ness, and estimate of his own powers, as to speak of 
the ten thousand which he could bring against the 
twenty thousand of God, as though he were only over- 
matched in the proportion of two to one ;. while, indeed, 
a day will arrive, when he who in Christ's school has 



per judicinm non videtar. Mittamas ad hano legatiooem, lacrymas nostras, 
mittainas miserioordiffi opera, cognoscamas nos com eo in jadicio non posse 
consistere, pensemus virtu tern ejas fortitodinis, rogemns ea qnss pacis sunt. 
H»o eat nostra legatio, qua Begem ?enientem plaoat. 
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learned anything which he ought to learn, will be ready 
to cry, ^ I cannot answer Thee one thing in a thousand.' 

I ought not to leave unnoticed that some modern 
Roman Catholic expositors have sought to escape the 
difficulties which I have stated to cleave to the common 
interpretation of Christ's words here in this way. They 
plead that they are not addressed to the whole body of 
disciples or candidates for discipleship, but only to as 
many as might be meditating whether they should under- 
take or not the so-called * counsels of perfection.' These 
are warned that they should accurately consider before- 
hand whether they have strength sufficient for the fulfill- 
ing of these ; and, if they discover that they have not, 
should not so much as attempt them. All this, as may 
be seen in the words of one quoted below, is ingenious 
enough ;^ and undoubtedly some difficulties would so be 
evaded ; but such an explanation contains no help for us, 
who believe that all Christians are invited to be perfect, 
as their Father in heaven is perfect (Matt. v. 48), and who 
further can trace no intimation that these words were 
addressed to a select few, an inner circle, but on the 
contrary a statement the most distinct that they were 
spoken to ^ great multitudes ' (ver. 25). 

' Cf^etan : Significatar regis nomine professams statam perfections vitao. 
Bellum ndversas alium regera est perfeotior vita ad soperandam mondam, 
quantum ad licita coromnniter aliis, pnta, habere agros, vacare humanis 
negotiis, et reliqua higasmodi, horoinibus qaidem licita, apostolica antem 
perfectioni iuterdicta. £t describitur mandus duplicate potenti4 adversus 
profitentem vitam perfectiorem, quia et pugnat commnni impugnatione, 
trahendo ad illicita communiter omnibus, et pugnat speciali impugnatione, 
trahendo ad interdicta apostolicfla vitao. 8i enim, considerate proprii animi 
dispositione, imparem se videt tanto proelio, sapienter prayenit, rogans ea 
qucB paois sunt, non aggreditnr statam perfectioris vitao, contentus statu 
oommuni. 
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13. ZACCHJEUS. 

Luke xix. i-io. • 

The Lord is on his way to Jerusalem, on that last journey 
thither, which was so rich in incidents, and whereof 
St. Luke has preserved for us so full and faithful a record. 
' And Jestis entered and passed through Jericho. And 
behold there was a man named Zacchcem^ tohtch was the 
chief among the publicans.' ^ It was only natural that 
Jericho, from its position close to the fords of Jordan 
(Josh. ii. i), and as the frontier city on entering the land 
from Persea^ set, too, as it was in the richest plain of 
Palestine, and that which abounded most in the choicest 
productions of that favoured land, in the rare and costly 
balsam above all,^ should be the seat of an officer of a 
somewhat superior rank, who « should there preside over 
the collection of the revenues of the state. 



' His soperior dignity probably snggesto av^p, not &v$poiroCf twice nsed 
in regard of liim (yer. i, 7). Whether he was one of the publicani, the 
farmers of the reyenne, or held some intermediate rank between these and 
the portitores, the actaal collectors of the customs and taxes, is uncertain ; 
but the latter is the more probable supposition. The fact that the publican! 
were generally Romans, and Roman knights, would not indeed of itself be 
decisive on the matter ; for Josephus telb us that Jews sometimes attained 
to this dignity. Yet is it more probable that the iipxiTeX6vrfc belonged 
himself to the reXunfot^ although, as the name implies, having many sub- 
ordinate officers under him. 

• PUny, Hiit. Nat. xil 54. 
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Such an officer was Zacchseus ; one too who had not 
failed to win that wealth, for the sake of which he had 
been content to brave the contempt of his fellow-country- 
men, and, as a traitor to the national cause, to come 
under their uttermost scorn. And yet, rich as he 
was, he had not, as the sequel shews, incurred the woe 
of those rich who are full, and who have so received their 
consolation here, that all longings for a higher consolation 
are extinct in them (Luke vi. 24). We may take, as an 
evidence of this, the fact that ^ he sought to see Jesus^ — who 
He woe;' not ^who He was' in the sense of ^what 
manner of person ; * but, ^ which He was ' of that confused 
multitude, to distinguish Him from his company.^ And 
he sought this, as the issue proves, out of no mere 
curiosity, such as Herod's (Luke xxiii. 8) ; but much more 
nearly in the temper of those Greeks who at the feast 
desired to see Jesus (John xii. 21). He may not have 
known, or given any account to himself, out of what 
motives this anxiety to see the Lord had its rise ; yet 
assuredly there were yearnings here, unconscious they 
may have been, of the sick man toward his Healer, of 
the sinner toward his Saviour. 

Outward circumstances are unfavourable to the accom- 
plishment of his wish. ^ He cotUd not * see Him ^far the 
press^ because he was Utile of stature' * So earnest, how- 
ever, is he in the matter, that, rather than be defeated of 
his longing, he devises a way for the satisfying of it, which 

' Maldonatas: QaU esset •oram qaos in confert& et oonfasi videbat 
tarbi. % 

' Augustine {Serm, 174): Noli te extoUere; pusiUus esto, Zaochnus esto. 
Bed dictnrus es, Si Zaooh»u8 fuero, pro turb4 non potero yidere Jesum. 
Noli esse tristis; adscende lignum, i^bi pro te pependit Jesus, et videbis 
Jesum; with muoh other profitable adaptation of ^e words. 
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will involve, indeed, a certain compromise of his dignity, 
but from which he does not on this account shrink. 
Many, no doubt, will wonder that he, a rich man, and of 
some official position in the city, should climb up, like one 
of the populace, into a tree, the better to see a spectacle 
passing below. But there is that in him which will not 
allow such respects as these to have any weight at the 
present. He has not, or he overcomes, that false pride, 
out of which so many precious opportunities, and often- 
times in the highest things of all, are lost.^ Jericho and 
the neighbourhood was famous for its palms (' the city of 
palm-trees,' Dent, xxxiv. 3; Judg. iii. 13). No stately 
palm-tree, however, but a tree of much humbler name, 
plays its part in this story. There are no sycomores now 
in the plain of Jericho, although found elsewhere in the 
Holy Land (Robinson) ; but a sycomore on this occasion 
bore fruit of the noblest kind ; so that Fuller with good 
right exclaims, *Who dares say sycomores are always 
barren? See one here loaden with good fruit** For 
into one of these Zacchaeus climbs, hoping, it may be, for 
he has run before the multitude, effectually to conceal 
himself in its leafy screen, before the throng of the crowd* 



* Calvio : Signam eoim yehementis desiderii fait, arborem consceodere, 
qnnm divites at plarimam sint fastaosi, seqae specie gravitatis veoditent. 
Neqae enim Christi conBpectam sine cselesti instincta tantopere ezpeteret. 
Sic Dominus sape priusqaam se hominibas manifestet, csocam iUis affectam 
inspirat, qao ferautar ad ipsam adhao latentem et incognitam. 

* A PUgah Sight 0/ Palestine, ii. 12. From these words it is obvioos 
that Faller took for correct the old derivatioo of avteofujpaia, finding fic^pSc 
foolish, and not fiijpov the mulberry tree, in the latter half of the word : 
porro sioomorns ficas /atua dicitor, eo qaod inanes ficas generat (Stella ; 
and so Augustine, Serm. 174, § 3). This, it need hardly be said, is an error, 
the sjcomore deriving its name from a resemblance to the fig in its fruit, to 
the mulberry in its leaves. Ambrose (Exp, in Luc ix. § 90) : Zacchaoua 
in sycomoro, novum novi temporis pomum. 
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come by ; these will be the less likely to remark him, as 
their attention will be turned in quite another direction. 

If this w(is at all his expectation, he is disappointed 
in it; for ^when Jesm came to the place He looked up;* 
and He, who knows how to find his own in the most 
unlikely places, who had seen Nathanael under the fig- 
tree, with sure and unerring glance discerned Zacchaeus 
in the sycomore, and at once laid bare his hiding-place ; 
addressing him by his name, for ^ He calleth his own 
sheep by name ' (John x. 3) ; and drawing him forth 
from his concealment with that word, ^ ZacchcettSy make 
haste and come doum' This dealing of the Lord with 
Zacchaeus is not unlike his compelling of the woman with 
an issue of blood to come out of the crowd, and to 
confess before all that she had touched Him, and why 
(Luke viii. 47). . Like that, it is meant for the overcoming 
of a false shame ; and the words are not without a certain 
delicate rebuke that he should have chosen that method 
of seeing the Lord, instead of coming boldly forward, and 
joining himself to his disciples. Yet that faint rebuke 
was made good at once by the very gracious words that 
follow : ^for to-day I mmt abide at thy house; ^ words of 
an extraordinary grace, for while the Lord accepted many 
invitations into the houses of men (Luke vii. 36 ; xiv.), 
yet we do not read that He honoured any but this one 
by thus offering Himself to his hospitality. * Adopting 
the royal style,' as the author of Ecce Homo puts it well, 
* which was familiar to Him, and which commends the 
loyalty of a vassal in the most delicate manner, by 
freely exacting his services. He informed Zacchaeus of his 

' Angostine (5(0nn. 1x3): Yolebas videre transeantem ; hodie hie apad 
te inyenies habitantem. 
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intention to visit him, and signified his pleasure that a 
banquet should be instantly prepared/ 

The word of gracious command was not spoken in 
vain. Zacchaeus was as ripe fruit, which dropped into 
the Saviour's lap at his first and lightest touch : ^ He 
made haute and came dot/on^ and received Him joyfully * 
Each had found what he was looking for, the Saviour 
and the sinner ; the Shepherd had found his sheep, and 
the sheep its Shepherd. Some, as usual, were displeased 
— ^as many as conceived of the Christ as a prince of 
Pharisees, rather than a Saviour of sinners. These, ^ when 
ihey sato ii^ aU murmured, saying , That He was gone to he a 
guest with a man that is a sinner'^ Could He not have 
chosen some other for his host ? Jericho was a city of 
priests, as well as a city of publicans. The Talmudists 
tell us that there were almost as many priests there as 
at Jerusalem itself; so that it is a stroke from the life to 
introduce in the parable of the Good Samaritan the 
priest and the Levite^ as passing exactly along that road 
which led from one of these cities where they dwelt to 
the other where their duties lay (Luke x. 31, 32). With 
such a choice of hosts from whom to select, would it not 
have better become a preacher of righteousness to 
select some other than this sinner, whose house to honour 
with his presence ? Surely it was ill done by a favour 
so signal to reverse that just sentence of social excom- 
munication under which the publicans, and Zacchaeus 
among the number, lay (Luke xv. 2). 

Probably the murmurers, with these words of discon- 
tent on their lips, with these thoughts of displeasure in 

^ Augastine (Serm, 184): Hoc erat, reprehendere quod in domnm aogtoU 
intrayit medioos. 
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their hearts, followed to the house of Zacchseus. But 
they meet there with a practical refutation of their dis- 
content; there it is plainly shewn that the Lord had 
chosen well, when He chose this man for his host and 
entertainer. He was one who was as smoking flax, which 
they would have quenched outright, but which the Lord 
with only a breath of his mouth fanned into a light 
flame. Christ's presence in his house forms a parallel by 
way of contrast to his presence in the house of the 
Pharisee (Luke vii. 36; cf. xiv. 1). There he could 
bring no blessing, for there was there no sense of need ; 
there the Pharisee esteemed that he was honouring the 
Lord, not that he was being honoured by Him. 

Some place what follows on the next day, assuming 
the Lord to have tarried a night under the roof of 
Zacchaeus, and that on the following morning, perhaps as 
his divine guest was about to depart, Zacchaeus stood 
forth and made this profession of a new life, with a 
making good, so far as this might be, of the faults of his 
old. Yet I cannot but esteem the * tcniay' of ver. 5 to be 
too clearly taken up by ^thtJf dwy' of ver. 9, to allow of 
such a supposition.^ Rather the meal was ended at 
which he had been permitted to entertain his Lord ; and 
he then stood forth, making that practical answer to these 
murmurers, which ought to have silenced, and perhaps 
did silence some of them ; for it shewed that he had not 
received the grace of God in vain ; it shewed what the 
condescending love of the Saviour could effect, how it 
could separate a man for ever from his old conversation^ 

' Nothing can be built on iczraAtMra/, as though, which some urge, this 
must implj the tarrTing for anight We ha^e in Xenophon {Anak. 1. 10. 19X 
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to walk henceforward in newness of life. In the presence 
then of them all (see ver. 1 1), ^ ZaochoBuSy who had so long, 
like another Levi, eat at the receipt of custom, ^atood^ or 
stood forth, ^ and said unto the Lord; Beholdy Lordy the 
half of my goods I give to the poor ; amdif Iha/vetaken 
anything frora a/ay ma/a hy false accusaiiaai' I restore him 
fourfold^ The present, ^I gi/ve^ expresses the fixedness 
of his resolve. Although this distribution of his goods is 
still future, yet that future to him is as if actually present 
To make it stand for a past, and to accept this ^ I give^ 
and ^ IrestorCy as an expression of hi& past conduct in 
the stewardship of this worldly mammon, as though 
Zacchseus had been another Cornelius, ^a devout man, 
which gave much alms to the people* (Acts x. 2), is a 
curious missing and marring of the whole point of this 
incident, in fact a most notable piece of Pharisaic ex- 
egesis.* Zacchaeus might, and would even then, have 

' The verb avKo^avrdv occnrs in the New Testament only here and at 
Lnke iii. 14. It is rendered there, *to accuse flalselj;' here *to take any- 
thing by false accusation ;* and in the Geneva, * to take by forged caviUation.' 
The use of the word as to defraud or to wring out by chicane is not un- 
eomraon in the Greek orators. Rettig (Thtoll. Stud, und Krit, 1838, p. 775) 
observes that, wliile the story of the forbidden export of figs from Attica, 
and of the avKo^vrt^ as one who denounced this, is, as all now admit, a 
later invention to explain the word, still it is so manifestly connected with 
oifKov and ^ivetv^ that in them the key to unlock its meaning must be 
looked for. He suggests that the oviui^&vttk was originally one who informed 
against him who made to the State too small returns of his property for 
the purposes of taxation ; and the figtree being a chief source of wealth 
in Attica, informed against him who returned the number of these, or the 
crop derived from them, below the mark. He observes that avni^tocj an 
informer, and <jvKd^eiv=avKo^avTeiv, both point in the same direction. 

' Moldonatus : Aliqui interpretantur quasi antequam ad ipsum Ghristus 
venisset, solitus fuisset dimidiam bonorum suorum partem pauperibus dare, 
et si quid quem defraudiksset, quadruplum reddere. Gyprian (De Op. et 
Eleem,) is one of these ; but many more adhere to the true interpretation, 
as Irenffius {Con, Hmr, iv. 12), who sees in this to which Zaoch»us adjudges 
himself^ solutionem priBterito oupiditatis ; and Tertullian, Adf>, Ma'^ion. 
iv. 37. 
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needed the higher righteousness of Christ, but he would 
scarcely have been until this day one of the ^lost.* 
Salvation would not on that day have first come to his 
house. But it is not thus. All this which he now an- 
nounces of a giving of his own, and a restoring of that 
which is another's, is rather to be taken as the first-fruits 
of Christ's visit, the outward utterance of the mighty in- 
ward change that had passed upon him. Now is he a 
righteous man according to that rule of the prophet 
(Ezek. xviii. 21, 22 ; xxxiii. 15), and his name and he are 
agreed.^ * 

Yet while the words, * If I have taken anythmff from 
any man/ must not be regarded as expressing only a 
possible case, which the speaker regards as very impro- 
bably an actual, neither must they be pressed too far in the 
other direction. It is not, indeed, such a confident clearing 
of himself as Samuel's (1 Sam. xii. 3); yet neither, on the 
other hand, is it to be accepted as the confession and 
admission of an habitual unrighteousness, a free allowing 
of himself hitherto in chicane and wrong. Zacchseus had 
been hitherto no extortioner. Had he been so, had he 
been conscious that his were in the main treasures of 
wickedness, gotten together by fraud and wrong, it would 
have been ridiculous to ofier as a gift half of them to the 
poor, before it was seen whether the whole would satisfy 
the demands of justice, might not be swallowed up in 
acts of restitution, with such addition as the law re- 
quired. Without, however, having been this extortioner, 
he yet feels that, according to that higher standard of right 
which he recognizes now, some of his gains may prove to 

* "^2^37=: Justus. Without restitution, as Augustine (JEp. liv. ad Maced.) 
sajs well, poenitentia non agitur, sed fingitur. 
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have been unfairly acquired ; for, as the Italian proyerb 
has it, there is seldom a great stream into which some 
turbid water has not entered. Any such injustice he will 
make largely good, even to a fourfold restitution, calmly 
adjudging against himself that which David in his ex- 
treme indignation adjudged against him that had taken his 
neighbour's lamb (2 Sam. xii. 6), imposing a maximum 
of penalty on himself; much more than the law save in 
some exceptional cases required (Exod. xxi. 9). 

The words that follow are spoken to Zacchseus, but in the 
hearing of the multitude, and for them no less than for 
him. This appears in the third person, under which he is 
addressed. As m^ant for him, they are an acceptance, 
on the Lord's part, of this offering^ of his goods as the 
true expression of a higher offering, even of a dedication 
of himself to God : * ITiie day is salvation come to this 
Tiovm'^ As addressed to the multitude, they contain a 
further justification of the grace shewn to this man that 
was a sinner. Sinner as he is, salvation has yet come 
to his house, ^forasmuch as he also is a sonof AhrahavC 
(cf. xiii. 16); one therefore to whom this mercy was due ; 
for their view, as may here be fitly observed, is worthy 
of no acceptance who assume Zacchdeus to have been a 
heathen, and the Lord therefore to style him ^a son of 
Abraham ' only in an ethical sense, a follower, that is, of 
the faith of Abraham (Matt. iii. 9 ; Rom. iv. 12). It is 
well known that some, both in ancient and modem times, 



' On the words * to this houMe^ rather than * to this man,' Grotias deli- 
cately remarks, ut ostendat relatam hospitii gratiam. Yet hardljr so ; the 
parallel is to be rather found in sach passages as Acts zvi 33, 34. It is 
dcinbtless for tlie sake of this Terse that this Scripture supplies in the 
Ionian Catholic Church the Gospel for the service on the occasion of the 
dedication of churches. 
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have so understood it, or at least halve suggested this as 
possible/ but in the face of all evidence alike external 
and internal. Zacchseus (Zaccai) is a Jewish name, oc- 
curring Ezra ii. 9; Nehem. vii. 14; 2 Mace. x. 19, and in 
the Talmud. Had he been not merely **a sinner j but * a 
sinner of the OentUeSj the murmuring multitudes would 
assuredly have urged as the head and front of Christ's 
offending, not ^ that He was gone to be a guest with a 
sinner J but with ^a Gentile' — which, indeed, would 
have been in their sight so enormous an aggravation of 
the offence, that it would have been impossible they 
should pass it over without notice. Neither did it belong 
to the fitness of the Lord's earthly life, * a minister ' as 
He was * of the circumcision, to confirm the promises 
made unto the fathers' (Rom. xv. 8), that He should 
violate the ordinances and customs of the Jews, which, so 
acting, He would have done (Acts x. 28 ; xi. 2, 3 ; Gal. 
ii. 12). As little can any argument be founded on that 
word * lost^ as applied to Zacchseus ; for elsewhere the 
Lord speaks of * the lost sheep of the house of Israel ;' 
and if, as surely is the case, the gulf between what a man 
is, and what he was intended to be, is the truly tragic 
thing in his destinies, is that which alone furnishes the 
proper measure of his loss and of his fall, who, then, so 
Host' as a son of Abraham, thatj not being a heatheny was 
yet sunk down to a level with the heathen ? Such was 
Zacchaeus ; and such ^ lost ' as he was the Son of man 
declares that He was come * to seek and to save! 

This said. He seems to have moved forward without 

* TIiQs Tertnllian {Adv, Marc, iv. 37 : ZacohaDOs, allophylos fortasse), 
Cyprian, Chrysostom, Maldonatas, Stella, and others. Some, on the other 
hand, have identified him with Matthias, the future apostle ; Olement of 
Alexandria {Strom. \y, 6) for example. 
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further delay on his journey toward Jerusalem^ leaving 
ih^ii ^ house' poorer id this world's riches, certainly by 
one half, and probably by more than one half, than if He 
had never entered into it ; and yet, as He Himself de- 
clares, how immeasurably richer too ; for One bringing 
salvation had lodged within it; and, though He was now 
quitting it for ever, the salvation which He had brought 
with Him remained behind. 
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14. THE TRUE VINE. 

John XT. 1-6. 

Many interpreters have thought it necessary to look in 
the external world for some object which will have sug- 
gested this similitude to the mind of the Lord. Some, 
for example, who suppose that his * Arise, let us go 
hence,* with which the preceding chapter concluded, was 
hot acted on at once, but that He lingered still, have 
imagined to themselves a spreading vine, whose branches 
found their way into the chamber in which He and his 
disciples had just celebrated their last supper together (Ps. 
cxxviii. 3). But surely those words of his, * Arise, let 
us go hence,' leave no room for this supposition. On the 
part of the disciples there could have been no tarrying, 
after they had received such a summons ; and when the 
Lord used these words, He must have intended what He 
said. When others suggest that passing, as He may very 
well have done, through a vineyard on his way to the 
brook Kedron, He found his motive there, one can only 
reply that this and every other suggestion of like kind 
appear merely and altogether superfluous ; that it becomes 
us far better to believe that, as all worlds, natural and 
spiritual, lay ever open before Him, and the innermost 
essences of things, so he drew freely from this inexhaus- 
tible storehouse whatever was most adapted to his presenjt 

T* 
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need. There was quite enough to suggest this image of 
closest union between Him <and his people in that sacra- 
ment of union, which had just been instituted by Him, 
and in which He had declared of the fruit of the vine, of 
the * pure blood of the grape ' (Gen. xlix. 1 1 ; Deut. xxxii. 
14), blessed and consecrated by Him, * This is my blood 
of the New Testament, which is shed, for many for the 
remission of sins.' We may dismiss then, as unnecessary, 
all speculations on the external motive which He found 
for this discourse. 

At the same time when our Lord affirms of Himself, 
^ I am the true viney with what, it may be very fitly asked, 
does He liken Himself, over what claim a superiority ; 
for in that ^true* He manifestly claims actually to be 
what some other persons or things falsely pretended to 
be, or else to be fully and perfectly what they only par- 
tially, inadequately, and most imperfectly were ? The 
word which He employs is decisive that it is the latter 
which He intends;* to keep which in mind will help us 
much to understand what follows. And first. He certainly 
does not liken Himself, which is Lampe's suggestion, to 
that golden vine of exquisite workmanship, a symbol no 
doubt of the theocracy, which was one of the chief orna- 
ments of Herod's temple, nor avouch Himself as ^ ^ 
true vine, by comparison with it. And if not to that 
dead work of man's art and device, as little does He name 
Himself * the true vine^ as contradistinguished from the 

^ For the distinction between ahfi^ and hXifiof^ see mj Sytumymi of 
the New Testament^ f 8. *K7jjB^ (=veraz) is the trne as set over against the * 
false (Rom. iii. 4) ; ahfitv6q (^venis) is the tme as set over against the 
imperfect, the inadequate, that which has at best bat tjpes, shadows, and 
.outlines of the truth; as Origen puts it well, irpdc avrtStaarokt^ aiuai xai 
■rimov kcX tuoivoq (cf. John L 9 ; vL 3»; Heb. viiL a). 
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natural plant Not a few have understood Him thus. 
Tholuck^ for example, has done so : * The Saviour would 
intimate here that the relation which finds place between 
the vine and its branches is one which reveals itself in 
its highest potency in the spiritual relation between the 
Saviour and them that believe on Him ; the kingdom of 
nature being a prophecy of the kingdom of grace, so that 
in this last are found continually the fulfilments of the pro- 
phecies of the kingdom of nature.' ^ This last, being most 
true, and earth the shadow of heaven, and the things on 
earth the copies of things in the heavens, is yet not the truth 
of this passage. An antagonism far deeper, and moving 
far more distinctly in the region of moral and spiritual 
things, the Lord would indicate here. The key to the 
right understanding of this statement lies, as was long 
ago noted by Grotius,' in some words of Jeremiah, * Yet 
I had planted thee a noble vine ; wholly a right seed ; 
how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a 
strange vine unto Me?' (ii. 21)' and Christ, claiming to be 

* the true vine ' claims perfectly to realize in Himself that 
divine idea which Israel after the flesh had altogether 
failed to fulfil. Set as this ^ right seed,' it had become 

* an empty vine,' which brought forth fruit to itself (Hos. 
X. 1), and none to God ; and should end in becoming that 

* vine of the earth,' the clusters of whose grapes should 
be cast into the winepress of the wrath of God (Rev. 
xiv. 18-20). In confirmation of this view it is hardly 

' So Maldonatas : QaU melias et perfectins homines in so per fidem natos 
nntrit, qnam sarmenta ana nataralis vitis. 

* Ergo cum se illam veram vitem vocat, intelligit sibi deinnm exoellenter 
ooropetere ista epitheta, Jer. ii. 21. Genaina, non fera vitis. 

• 'Eyo 6i i^hrevad at hfintTuov icapiro^poVf iraaav ahfOtv^ ir6f hrrpd^ e«f 
vucpiaVf 1) iftireXoc 4 fMorpla ; (LXZ.) 
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necessary to observe that not in these passages only^ but 
continuallj in the Old Testament the Jewish Church is 
set forth as a vine or vineyard (Ps. Ixxx. 8-16 ; Isai. v. i; 
Cant. viii. 11; Ezek. xix. ia-14), is rebuked for not 
being a true vine, for bearing grapes of Gomorrah, bitter 
fruit or none (Isai. v. 4; Deut. xxxii. 32; cf 2 Kin. iv. 
39), our Lord taking up the same language in the New 
(Luke xiii. 6 ; Matt xxi. 33). But what Israel should 
have been, and was not, this Christ, the true Israel, was. 
^ And my Father is the husbandman'^ This passage 
was a very favorite one with the Arians ; as many slight 
allusions or longer discussions on the part of those who 
took share in the Church's great conflict with these gain- 
sayers, abundantly attest. The reason is obvious. The 
doctrinal statement of this verse, not qualified by other 
statements, was capable of being made to imply an entire 
subordination on the part of the Son to the Father, the 
relations in fact of a creature to a Creator. Augustine 
and other theologians before him are careful to reply that 
it is in his humanity that Christ is ^ the true vine' It was 
of the very essence of his mediatorial work, of the days- 
man who should lay his hands upon both, that as on the 



* The word which oar Lord uses here is ytopyS^, not aftmXovfjySc- It is 
trae that iftweXovpydc would more directly derignate the actaal coltiTator 
of the Tine, whose own hands dress and pmne it; jet at the same time 
his office is altogether a subordinate one (see Lnke xiii. 7) ; while yeupy6cy 
hj Philo distingaished from yet^6voc or the actnal labourer, in no waj 
marks oat a hamble social status, as is sufficiently shown hj such a passage 
as % Ghron. xxn. 10, where of King IJzziah it is said that he was a 'husband- 
man' (r»pydf iv). Noah in like manner is called iv6pujro( ytupyhc yijc 
(Gen. ix. so). So too bj the ytupyoi of Matt xxi. 33-41 are intended the 
chiefe and leaders of the Jewish theocracy. Not that the ytopyS^ need in 
the least be assumed to Spurge * or prune only b j the hand of others. The 
labour of the rinejard is exacUj of that lighter kind, in which the pro- 
prietor might be weU pleased himself to take a share. 
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one side He could say, ^ I and my Father are one/ so 
upon the other, ^ I and my brethren are one ;' and He is 
here asserting the latter relation, not excluding the 
former.* But while the vine and the vine-branches must 
thus both be partakers of the same nature, for He that 
sanctifieth and they that are sanctified must both be of 
one (Heb. ii. 11), He will presently challenge for Him- 
self, as Augustine does not fail to notice,* a share in the 
work of the husbandman, an office, which, only as He is 
one with the husbandman of this allegory. He could have 
any right to challenge for his own. He too has power 
to purge or cleanse through his word (ver. 3). Neither, 
when we affirm that in his humanity He was ' the true 
vincy may we leave out of sight for a moment, that it 
was a divine humanity in which he was this, in a 
humanity united to his divinity, ennobled, deified, through 
this union ; for only so could it have become a life-giving 
humanity to the world.* 

Affirming his Father to be Hhe hushcmdmanj He 
excludes none from his Father's husbandry — not even, as 

' Ambrose {De Fide^ iv. 12): Hind qaoque ad separandam Patris et Filii 
divinitatem objicere consueveraut, quia Dominus dixit in Evangelio, Ego 
8i\m vitis vera, et Pater meus agricola est ; agrioolam et vitem diverse esse 
Datar® dicentes, et vitem in agriooiss esse potestate. Ambrose answers 
rightly: Dominus vitem se esse dixit, incarnationis susa significans sacra- 
mentum. Basil the Great (Con, Bunotn. iv. 3) pats the argument of the 
Arians: d d//;reAo^, ^civ^ 6 ^or^p^ tOJifiara 6h ifiel^f yeupybc Si 6 Uar^p' rd 
Si tOJifiara 6fw<^ fihf r^ a/«7r^A^ ij 6i &^ire7oo^ ovx 6fio^v^ t^ yeupy^^ dfio^ 
fv^ fihr ipiv 6 Tlbc, «a2 fiipo^ ifuic avrov, ovx ^fu>^v^ Si 6 Tibg t^ Uarplj 
&XXd, Kard, ndvra i^^&rpioc* Basil replies as Ambrose. 

' Augustine : Denique cum de Patre tanquam de agricoli dixisset, quod 
infructuosos palmites tollat, fructuosos autem purget, ut plus afferant fruc- 
tum; continuo etiam seipsum mundatorem palmitum ostendens, Jam vos, 
inquit, mundi estis propter sermonem quem locntus sum vobis. Ecce et ipsa 
mundator est palmitum, quod est agrioolffi, non vitis, officium. 

'Augustine: Quamvis autem Christus vitis non esset, nisi homo esset, 
tamen istam gratiam palmitibus non prsberet, nisi etiam Dens esset. 
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Chrysostom will have it, Himself, the vine, any more than 
his disciples, the vine-branches. He too learned obedi- 
ence by the things which He suffered. All the trial and 
temptation of his walk upon earth, all ^ the contradiction 
of sinners ' which was allowed to come upon Him, all in 
which it pleased the Father to bruise Him and put Him 
to grief (Isai. liii. lo), all the awaking of the sword 
against Him, Jehovah's fellow (Zech. xiii. 7), this was 
throughout the discipline of his Father's Jove ; to which 
He was submitted the first, that He might so become a 
pattern to all those who came after. * Wonder not,' He 
would implicitly say to his disciples, * at the sufferings 
which are coming upon Me ; they are part of my Father's 
husbandry ; still less wonder at your own ; for " if these 
things be done in the green tree, what shall be done in 
the dry ?" ' — all being * dry trees ' when brought into com- 
parison with Him. That suffering which to flesh and 
blood is always so unwelcome He sets here in how com- 
forting a light. It is a mark of the watchful care with 
which the heavenly husbandman is tending the vine, and 
the branches of the vine. 

* M)ery branch in Me that hea/reth not fruit He taketh 
away^ There are then branches in Him^ which are 
unfruitful, and which therefore are removed. Christ 
here anticipates the future condition of his Church ; He 
contemplates a Church in which men shall find them- 
selves in Him ; as all infants baptized into Christ are in 
Him ; planted together in the likeness of his death ; but 
for whom it remains themselves to determine whether by 
believing and obeying, they shall make the potential 
blessings of this position actually their own ; whether that 
fellowship with Christ, which has been so freely given to 
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them, shall unfold itself into the new creation, into the 
whole Christian life ; whether faith shall keep open the 
channels through which the power and grace and 
strength of Christ may flow into the soul, or unbelief 
shall stop them. The branches which shall have thus 
doomed themselves to unfruitfulness 'He taheth away' 
In the natural world branches of the vine, which are not 
good for that to which they were specially ordained, 
namely for the bearing of fruit, are good for nothing. 
There are trees which may be turned to secondary uses, 
if they fail to fulfil their primary. Not so the vine. As 
timber it is utterly valueless (Ezek. xv. 3, 4). It is with it 
exactly as with the saltless salt, which, having lost its 
savour, is fit only to be cast out of doors ; both of them 
being meet emblems of the spiritual man who is not 
spiritual, who is good neither for the work of this world 
nor of a higher. But on this * He taheth away ' what 
further might be fitly said may be better reserved for 
ver. 6, where the doom of the barren branches is more 
in detail set forth. 

'Aifid every hramxk that heareth fruity liepurgeth^ ity that 
it may hring forth more fruit' • They assuredly are right 
who recognize in this ' Hepurgeth' no direct, but only a 
secondary, allusion to temptations and afflictions, as the 



^ Jdpety Kodalpei: Buavis rhjtbmus, as Bengel observes; bat it is nothing 
n^ore, for the words are not related to one another. 

" Pliny (Hut Nat, xiv. 14) : [Numa] ex imputatA vite libari vina diis, 
nefas statuit; ratione excogitat4 at patcu*e cogerentar, alias aratores, et 
pigri circa perioala arbasti; of. c. xzii. From whomsoever this remarkable 
prohibition came, it had, we may be qnite snre, a mnch deeper meaning 
than that merely economical which the Roman nataralist (naturalist in both 
senses of this word), ascribes to it here; has its points of contact with Heb. 
xii. 5-1 1, its dim reaohings-oat after a symbolic setting forth of the trnth 
vhich there is declared. 
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means by which this purging is effected. It is the whole 
process of sanctification^ the circumcision of the Spirit, by 
whatever discipline brought about, of which Christ is 
speaking, and to which He pledges his Father here. At 
the same time, seeing that afflictions play so large, so 
necessary a part in this process of sanctification, it is in a 
secondary sense most true that there is here a reference 
to these. Regarded as a means of this purifying, as 
an evidence of the intention of the heavenly husband- 
man that the fruit-bearing branches shall be more fruitful 
still, these may be welcomed, may be contemplated in 
some sort as rewards of obedience. St. James bids the 
faithful to welcome them, for the blessing they bring 
with them (i. 2-4, 12), and compare Heb. xii. 1 1 ; Rom. 
V. 3-5. To how many dealings of God with his own, 
mysterious, inscrutable, inexplicable otherwise, will this, 
kept properly in mind, furnish us with a key. Oftentimes 
the fine gold of some saint appears to us as if cleansed 
from all its dross ; but the inexorable refiner, who sees 
with other eyes than ours, and detects remains of dross 
where we see only gold, flings it again into the furnace, 
that so it may be purer yet Augustine has a striking 
image in illustration. Many a time, he observes, a por- 
trait seems perfect in the judgment of all eyes save those 
of the artist who drew it. Others would fain see him 
now to hold his hand ; they count that he cannot improve 
it, perhaps may mar it ; but he returns it to the easel, 
touches and retouches still. And why ? Because, being 
this artist, there floats before his mind's eye an ideal per- 
fection, to which hitherto his work has not attained ; but 
to which he would fain see it approach more nearly yet. 
^Now ye are deem through the word which I have spoken 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TRUE VINE. 281 

unto you" — ^ clean * and yet needing to be * cleansed' ^ We 
have a hint here of the mystery of that double relation 
in which every believing man stands to God, of that 
double relation which is more fully and dogmatically 
stated in some of the Pauline Epistles ; but which is yet 
distinctly anticipated here, and at John xiii. 10. The 
faithful in Christ Jesus are * clean^' being by faith justified 
from all things, and having thus a standing-ground before 
God J which yet is in some sort an ideal one, — their 
actual state, although ever approximating {0 this, yet still 
failing to correspond to it, — ^they therefore needing by 
the same faith to appropriate ever more and more of 
that sanctifying grace, those purifying influences, which 
continually stream forth from Him on all them that are 
his ; and by aid of which He is bringing them to be all 
that, which for his sake his Father has been already 
willing to regard them.' 



* 'Kadapoly and yet of those whom the husbandman Kodalpei (yer. 2). Here 
there is a real connexion between the words, which we wonld gladly have 
seen reproduced in our Version. Angnstine : Mandi atqne mandandi. Neqne 
enim, nisi mandi essent, fmctam ferre potnissent ; et tamen omnem, qui 
fert frnctnm, pnrgat agrioola, nt fraotnm pins afferat. Fert fructnm, quia 
mnndns est ; atqne ut plus afferat, purgatnr adhuo. Qnis enim in hko vitA 
sicmundus, ut non sit magis magisque mundandus? 

* Gerhard (ffarm. Boang, 177): Quia dixerat Patrem pnrgare palmites 
fruotuosos Christo insitos, ideo docet duplioem esse purgationem, videlicet 
purgationem primam, qua est ipsa jnstificatio in remissione pecoatorum 
oonsistens, atqne insitionem in Christum, veram illara vitem, indivulso nexu 
coignnctam habens ; et purgationem secundaro, qu89 consistit in quotidian^ 
renovatione ac veteris Adami mortificatione, qua non seinel tantum fit, sicut 
regeneratio et in vitem insitio, sed singulis diebus repetitur, et per totam 
Titam continuatur. . . . Quia mundatio fit per verburo, ergo non immediate, 
sed per ministros Ecclesisa verbnm prsedicantes et sacramenta administrantes, 
qui in hoc mnndationis opere sunt Dei awepyol (1 Cor. iii. 9). . . . Ohristus 
non dicit, Mundi estis propter sermonem, quern inspiravi vobis, sed, quem 
locutus sum vobis. Ergo verbo prrodioato et audito vim mundandi tribuit, 
quam ipso acta exserit, si fide recipitur. 
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^ Abide in Me^ and I in you. As the branch eann&t bear 
fruit of itself y except it abide in the vvnCj no more can ye^ 
except ye ahide in Me.' Oar Lord in his first words here 
does not say, as He is so often taken to say, ^ If you abide 
in Me, I will also abide in you.' The second clause in 
this sentence is not promise, any more than the first ; they 
are precept both : ^ Take heed thai ye abide in Me^ and 
thai I abide in yauJ^ The next verse, where the same 
words recur, and still more ver. 7^ are decisive on this 
matter ; see also vi. 56. It is of course only in a very 
restricted sense that the relations between Him and them 
are mutual. There is no correlation of forces. He is 
throughout and only a giver, they are throughout and 
only receivers.* The mystical use of this word ^ to abide/ 
representing as it does the innermost fellowship and com- 
munion of the faithful with their Lord, and of their Lord 
with them, and occasionally representing a higher mystery 
still (John xiv. 10 ; xv. 10), is peculiar to St. John, but 
is very frequent both in his Gospel and in his Epistles, in 
the language of his Lord, and in his own which he has 
learned from that Lord.* 

^ We most not therefore complete ufyit h vfuv with /levM, hot with 
litho, Bengel givee it well : Facite nt maneatis in me, et ut ego maneam in 
ffobU, Grodet^s words are worth qaoting here {Oomm. §ur VEtang, ds 
S. Jean) : E» moi exprime F^tat dans leqael le chr^iea fait ahetraction de 
tout ce qai est sa sagesse, sa force, son m^rite propre, pour puiser tout en 
Christ, sons ces diff<§rent8 rapports, par Pintime aspiration de la foi. £t 
o^est li Tonique condition de PaetiTiU de Christ en nous. J^sds le fait 
sentir en sapprimant k dessein le verhe dans la proposition snivante. Bt 
moi en wnu. Par cette ellipse il enveloppe le second de ces deaz faits dans 
le premier de telle sorte qne U oil le premier s^acoomplit, le second ne pent 
manqner d*arriver. De cette manidre Paction de Christ est mise hardimeni 
aons I'empire de notre liberty anssi bien qne la n6tre propre. 

' Angnstine : Ita in vite palmites snnt, nt yiti non conferant, sed inde 
aceiptant, nnde Tivant ; ita vero vitas est in palmitibns, nt yitale alimentnm 
snbministret eis, non snmat ab eis. 

' Beddes the /tiveo^ h i/dol here, or h airit (i £p. iL 6) we hare also 
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^ I am the vine, ye are the branehe8.^ Our Lord willingly 
repeats great truths which He would deeply imprint on the 
minds of his disciples ; thus see John iii 3, 5 j vi. 48, 51 ; 
but in those places, as in this, with a variation, with a 
greater fulness on the second occasion than on the first, 
or with some other modification, which sufficiently justi- 
fies the repetition. In the present instance He now for 
the first time explicitly calls the disciples ^ the hraneheSy 
however there may have been as much involved in words 
which He had uttered already. So, too, while He had 
already declared the abiding in Him to be the one con- 
dition of all fruit-bearing, He adds a promise now, that 
he who abides in Him shall not only bear fruit, but shall 
bear it abundantly : 'He that abideth in Me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit ; for without Me 
ye can do nothing.' 

It is a poor and inadequate interpretation of these last 
words to make them to mean, ^ Te can do nothing until 
ye are in Me, and have my grace/ It is rather, * After 
ye are in Me, ye can even then accomplish nothing except 
as ye draw life and strength from Me ; only through a 
putting forth of my power which is in you can ye com- 
mence, carry forward, or bring any work to a good eflFect. 
From first to last it is I that must work in and through 
you/ We have a warning here to the regenerate man 
that he never seek to do aught of himself; not a declara- 
tion that the unregenerate is unable to. do aught. Christ 
does not mean, * Out of and apart from Me ye are power- 

fthfenf kv T$ &Y^ir^ (xr. 9) ; kv r^ X&y(,> (viiu 31) ; h r^ ^l (i Ep. ii. 10) ; 
h r$ dtdaxv (» Ep. ix.) ; kv r^ IIarp< (i Ep. ii. 24) ; h r^i 9*9 (i Ep. iv. 16), 
all expressing, though from slightly different points of view, the same 
blessed and transoendant truth ; and then, as the fearful contrast to all these, 
there is the fUvecv h rj cKorigi (xiL 46); kv r^ 9avdT(,) (i Ep. iii. 14). 
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less for good ; ' but, * Being in Me, only through putting 
forth of my power, suffering Me effectually to work 
in and through you, can you accomplish anything* — 
a truth which needs to be evermore repeated, for it is 
evermore in danger of being forgotten by us. The words 
are frequently appealed to by Augustine and others 
engaged in controversy with the Pelagians of old;^ even 
as in the formularies and symbolic books of the Reformed 
Churches they constantly appear as a dictum probam 
against all open or covert Pelagianism. 

* If a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branchy 
and is tvithered* (cf. Ezek. xviL 24; Matt. xxi. 19 ; Mark 
xi. 20, 21 ; Luke xxiii. 31). Some will fain have it that 
in giving these words their spiritual significance we must 
reverse their order, urging that the branch, because 
withered, is therefore cast forth, and not, because cast 
forth, therefore withered. But it is not so, either in the 
natural world or the spiritual ; and there is no sufficient 
reason for deserting the actual sequence, of Christ's 
words, which only the strongest necessity should compel 
us to abandon. But, so far from such necessity existing, 
the declaration, as it now stands, yields a lesson the most 
solemn, one which, changing the order of the words, we 
should in good part miss. An unfruitful branch is not 
^witheredy when broken off from its parent stock and 
stem ; on the contrary, it retains a deceitful greenness and 

* Thus AngastlQe {Con. duM Ep. Pelag, W, 8) : Dominas antem nt respon- 
deret fataro Pelagio, non ait, Sine me difficile potestis aliqaid faoere, sed 
ait, Sine me nihil potestis facere. Et ut responderet fataris etiam istis ia 
e4dem ipsA EvangelioA sententiA, non ait. Sine me nihil potestis perficere, 
Bed, facere. Nam si perficere dixisset, possent isti respondere, non ad incipi- 
endnm bonnm, qnod a nobis est, sed ad perficiendam, esse Dei a<]yutorinm 
neoessariam. Dominas com ait, Sine me nihil potestis faoere, hoc uno verbo 
initiam finemqne oomprehendit. 
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freshness for a little while ; deceitful, because upon all this 
the sentence of death has irrevocably passed. Churches, 
which, through abandonment of the Catholic faith, indi- 
viduals who, by unbelief and by the sins which spring from 
unbelief, have separated themselves off, and in the awful 
but secret judgments of God have been separated off, from 
Christ their Head, may keep for a while the show and 
semblance of life, may deceive others, may deceive even 
themselves — so long, that is, as any residue of that good 
thing which they have gotten from Christ remains. But 
little by little, sooner or later, they come to an end of all 
which they took with them. It fails and dies out, and, 
once wasted and gone, there is nothing to replace it ; and 
thus death, moral and spiritual, steals over all ; they are 
* withered^' this withering of theirs being not seldom evi- 
dent to the eyes of all. 

^ And men gather them; or, better, ^and they gather 
themy bring them together into one bundle of death,^ 
leaving who the gatherers are in the awful obscurity 
which rests upon it in the original. Some words of 
Isaiah, * When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall 
be broken off; the women come, and set them on fire' 
(xxvii. 11), constitute an interesting parallel. The ga- 
therers are the angels, the ministers of the divine anger, 
to whom the final execution of the divine judgments is 
everywhere committed (Matt. xiii. 41,49; xxiv. 31 ; Luke 
xix.-24; Rev. xix. 24). 'And cast them into the fire j and 
they are humed; or, in its simplicity more terrible still, and 
they hum ' cf. Ezek. xv. 4). But all which is here expressed 
or implied, of ^ the fire ' (Matt. iii. 10), ^ the flame ' (Luke 

^Ivy&Ywoii of. ovX'Xk^cveUi Matt. xiii. 41 ; and laaL xzIt. a* 
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xvi. 24), * the flaming fire' (2 These, i. 8), * the furnace of fire' 
(Matt. xiii. 42, 50), *the gehenna of fire' (Matt. v. 22 ; 
Mark Ik. 43), * the lake of fire ' (Rev. xx. 15 ; xxi. 8), 
* the everlasting fire ' (Matt. xxv. 41 ; Jude 7), with all the 
secrets of anguish which words lik^ these, if there be any 
truth in words, mtist involve, demands rather to be 
trembled at than needs to be expounded. 

We pause here- It is true that echoes and remi- 
niscences of this allegory still recur through the chapter, 
very distinctly in the next three or four verses, where 
exhortations are clothed in imagery which it offers, pro- 
mises linked with a fulfilling by disciples, of all which 
the fact of being branches in Him implies, means by 
which these shall abide in his love declared ; but these 
reminiscences are ever growing weaker and weaker ; the 
vine and the vine-branches more and more fade out of 
sight ; 80 that after this verse there is nothing which of 
necessity links itself on to this allegory, or which would 
not be perfectly intelligible without any reference to it, 
and supposing that Christ had never uttered it. Here, 
therefore, is the fittest place to pause. 
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Lake xxiii. 39-43. 

We might beforehand have anticipated that, were the 
history of the penitent malefactor recorded in one Gospel 
only, H would be in the Gospel of St. Luke ; which is above 
all the Gospel of pardon and grace, and among the Gospels 
the correlative of the Pauline Epistles among the Epistles. 
St. Luke, the companion of St. Paul, lays, more than any 
other Evangelist, the groundwork upon which the latter 
builds ; teaching historically that which St. Paul teaches 
dogmatically, namely, that where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound (vii. 47 ; xv. ; xix. 10). We have in 
the history before us an example, and a very notable 
one, of that wondrous law of selection, according to 
which, out of the inexhaustible treasure-house of our 
Lord's sayings and doings upon earth, each Evangelist 
severally appropriates that which agrees best with his 
special purpose and aim. Such a law we may continually 
recognize, so soon as the eye is once opened to look for 
and expect it. 

We read in the verses which immediately precede this 
wondrous story, of the wild flood of blasphemy and scorn 
which foamed and raged so fiercely round the foot of the 
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cross ; how his soul that hung on that cross was pierced 
and stabbed with taunts and reproaches^ with words of 
malignity and hate, sharper and keener far than the nails 
which had torn his hands and his feet, or the spear which 
should penetrate his side. We read how heathen and Jew, 
as in a dreadful rivalry, vied with one another, which 
should heap most of outrage upon the Christ of God ; 
the very chiefs of the Jewish nation, throwing off not 
merely all dignity, but all decency and decorum, and in 
the fierce delight of gratified hatred not caring to main- 
tain even the religious hypocrisies which should have 
hindered them from openly rejoicing in the sufferings of 
another, being the first and foremost of all in this crucifying 
afresh, this moral crucifixion superinduced upon the phy- 
sical, of the Son of God (Heb. vi. 6). And then, as though 
to crown all, St. Matthew (xxvii. 38) and St. Mark (xv. 32) 
relate that two fellow-sufferers with our Lord, two who, 
fulfilling the prophecy made long before (Isai. liii. 9, 12), 
were crucified with Him, fell in with and took up the 
taunts of the crowd, railed upon Him, mocked his pre- 
tensions, bade Him, if He were the Christ, to save Himself 
and them — ^a fearful example, whether one only, or, for 
a while at least, both acted thus, that the Greek proverb 
which ascribes to sufferings such a teaching power,* comes 
not always true, that there are whom their own suffer- 
ings and the just punishments of God do not soften, but 
only harden and exasperate the more ; so that they may 
howi upon their bed, nay, writhe upon their cross, and 
yet not repent them of the evil which has provoked these 
plagues, but only go forward, adding new sin to their 

* JlMifMn^ fuBfunara^ or in Latin, KocomenU, dooomoita. 
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old, fierce, impenitent, and defiant to the last (Rev. xvl 9, 
11, 21 ; 2 Chron. xxviii. 22).^ 

St. Luke, indeed, tells us that not both, but that ^one of 
the malefactors which were hailed railed on Hiniy saying^ 
If Thou be Christy save Thyself and us' A question 
presents itself here. Does the statement of the earlier 
Evangelists, and the necessity of harmonizing the several 
relations, require us to assume that he, who later in the 
day became a penitent, joined at first in these blasphemous 
ravings of his fellow-malefactor and of the multitude, and 
only after a while separated his lot from theirs, being 
convinced and converted by all the wondrous evidences of 
a divine grace and love which shone out in the suffering 
Lord ? To this, which of course enhances the marvel of 
his conversion, making it still more sudden and mira- 
culous, many interpreters in all ages have considered 
themselves bound by the statements of the preceding 
Evangelists ; as cpunting that only by such an assump- 
tion was it possible to reconcile St. Luke's account with 
theirs. Thus Chiysostom,* Theophylact, Leo the Great.* 
Ambrose is more doubtful.* Augustine, on the contrary, 
is strong that one only blasphemed,^ urging as a parallel 



' The effects of crncifixion were yerj various on those who endured it. 
Wliile the Christian martyrs woald praise God from their cross, or exhort 
the beholders to embrace that faith for the sake of which they were willing 
to endure even that worst, some would spit on the bystanders (Seneca, De 
Vitd Beatd, 19), or reveal hidden iniquities of their former life, or blaspheme 
their judge, to render which last impossible it was not unfrequent to gag 
them ; Cicero mentions a slave whose tongue was cut out before crucifixion for 
fear of inconvenient revelations which he might make from his cross (Prv 
CluenL 66 ; cf. Justin, Eist. xxii. 7), , 

• See Suicer, Thes, s. v. Xyar^. 

• Usque ad crucem reus, fit Christi repente confessor. 

• Fortasse et iste prius conviciatus est. 

• Le Cons. Etang, iii. 16. 
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case the words of Heb. xi. 33, ^ they stopped the mouths 
of lions/ when, in fact, it was but one, namely Daniel, 
who did so ; * ihey were sawn asunder ;' when, in all like- 
lihood, the allusion is but to one, namely to Isaiah. His 
parallel cases do not seem to me very convincing, yet, on 
the whole, I must decidedly incline to the conclusion at 
which he has arrived. The internal evidence in its 
favour is strong. The rebuke with which the penitent 
malefactor rebukes his fellow is very little like that of 
one, who has just been partaker in the sin which he 
condemns. His deliberate remonstrance, with no word of 
reference to himself, * Dost not thou fear God, being in 
the same condemnation?' sounds not at all like the re- 
monstrance of one, — would have fitted ill, in that shape 
at least, to. the lips of one, — who had just before been 
joining in the blasphemies, which all of a sudden he 
condemns.^ 

Up to the moment when his fellow-malefactor joined 
in the railings of the multitude, he, we may suppose, had 
listened in silence ; the work of grace which had begun 
in him sometime since, in his prison perhaps, going 
rapidly forward ; for all around him and about him was 
such as would rapidly ripen a man for heaven, or for 
hell. The other it ripened for hell, him for heaven- 
He had heard all — in silence, though with deep horror 
of soul ; but now he can keep silence no longer. There 
is a time to speak (Eccles. iii. 7), as well as a time to 
keep silence, and now for him that time has arrived. * In 
that ^ Save Thyself and us/ in that plural * us, the other 
is seeking to draw him into the same blasphemy with 

^ C(getan : Hiec namque verba sonant non poenitentem oonvicii proprii, Bed 
morepantem alter! as, quod simul cnm aliis insoltet Jesa. 
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himself, is presenting this as the common taunt of them 
both. Need is therefore that he should speak, that he 
should separate himself oflf by a clear and distinct avowal 
from the other's sin, and not, by any longer holding his 
peace, become partaker of it. The English Version here, 
'Dost not thou fear God?' is doubly at fault, missing the 
emphasis twice. Read rather, 'Neither dost thou fear 
God?' ^It is nothing so strange,' he would say, ' that these 
secure sinners, whom justice has not yet overtaken, for 
whom God's judgments are as yet far out of sight, should 
dare thus to open their mouths against the Holy One of 
God ; but thou, upon thy cross, with such teaching as 
that might give thee, with such evidence as that affords 
that God is not mocked, that men eat the fruit of their 
doings, dost thou venture upon the same? neither 
dost thou fear Godf'^ He goes on, 'being in the same 
condemnation' Two reasons are here alleged why he 
should have refused to become partaker of the sin of 
those mockers ; the first, which already lay in that ques- 
tion we have just dealt with, that he was in condemna- 
tion, that judgment had overtaken him ; the second, that 
Jesus was a fellow-sufferer ; community of suffering might 
have well inspired forbearance and pity of the one for 
the other. 

And then, lest this word should seem to imply that 
they all shared in a common cross because they had 



'Maldonatns: Non dubito qnin bonus ille et fidelis latro perversum 
illam latronem oum Judseis voluorit comparare, qass comparatio in \\\k dio- 
tione nee obscure delitescit; qoasi dicat, Non solum illi qui poenft carent, 
sed nee tn, qui in e&dem poen^ es, Deum times? Oorn. A Lapide : Esto, 
ScribiB et Judffii liberi et validi non timeant Deum, ideoque subsannent 
Chiistnm ; tu tamen, qui in cruce torqueris et ad mortem tendis, deberes 
timere Deum. 

u 2 
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shared in a common or like crime, be separates and 
distinguishes between Christ's cross and theirs. The 
condemnation indeed is common to all ; but not so the 
guilt ; * cmd we indeed justly ^ for we receive the diie rewwrd 
of our deeds; hut this mem haih done nothing a/misa ; so 
far from having committed enormous crimes, as we have, 
there is no smallest fault or error in Him;'^ — another 
reason why he should be spared these outrages and 
insults. If these are for any, they are for the wicked, 
not for the holy.* 

Let us, before proceeding further, endeavour to realize 
to ourselves what manner of persons these ' mcdefctctora ' 
probably were, how they had deserved this name, and 
by the course of what crimes they had reached a Roman 
cross, as the end of their conversation, as the due reward 
of their deeds. To understand this will, I am persuaded, 
help us not a little to understand how one of those 
crucified with Jesus should, even in the hour of his own 
worst suffering, have turned to the JiOrd with scorn and 
defiance, the other with penitence and prayer. Both these 
facts may, through such an enquiry, become more intel- 
ligible to us. ' Malefdctors^ is the name by which St. 
Luke calls them; ^ikteve$* (according to our Version) the 
two earlier Evangelists ; from whom, and from the blend- 
ing of whose record with his, we have learned to speak of 
^ the penitent thief.' Our Translators would have done 

* Maldonatos : cMh Atokov^ nihil qaod Wram bonam non deoeat ; qaibus 
Terbis iodioare vobiit non solam noUnm magnum soelns, sed noUum etiam 
vel levissimum peccatum in Christo esse. Yet irovoc is too often nsed in 
Hellenistic Greek as a mere equivalent of irov^pdc (it is joined with it, 
% Thess. iiL i), to allow ns rerj confidently to press this. 

* Maldonatns : Cum in e&dem qn& Christns poenA verseris, et, qnod pins 
est, tn qnidem merito, ille vero immerito, tamen neque p<Bn» sodetaa, neo 
ejus te movet innocentiai at ejus misereare. 
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much better to maintain the distinction which the 
Scripture maintains between him, the * robber/ or vio- 
lent spoiler (see Matt. xxi. 13; xxvi. 35; Luke xxii. 52; 
John xviii. 40 ; 2 Cor. xi. 26),, and the * thief/ or secret 
purloiner (Matt. vi. 19 ; John xii, 6; 1 Thess. v. 2; Rev. 
iii. 3; xvi. 15). Many passages have suffered in our 
Version from the neglect of this distinction, but none so 
seriously as that with which we now have to do.* 

These two were not * thieves/ as we have called them, 
but robbers. Having vindicated this title for them, we 
may further enquire what at this time the name probably 
implied, and whether more than lies on the surface of the 
word. To answer this question aright, we must put side by 
side the application of the title of * robber ' to Barabbas 
(John xviii. 40), and the other notices of him which the 
Gospels supply, and read all in the light which contem- 
porary history affords. Barabbas, this * robber ' accord- 
ing to St. John, was, we are told, * a notable prisoner * 
(Matt, xxvii. 16) ; * which lay bound with them that had 
made insurrection with him, who had committed murder 
in the insurrection ' (Mark xv. 7) ; * who for a certain 
sedition made in the city, and for murder, was cast into 
prison ' (Luke xxiii. 19) ; plainly a ringleader in one of 
those fierce and fanatic outbreaks against the Roman 
domination, which on a large scale or a small so fast 
succeeded one another in the latter days of the Jewish 
commonwealth. This at once explains how it was pos- 
sible for the Chief Priests with their religious pretensions 
to shew the interest on his behalf which they did (Matt. 
xxvii. 20; Mark xv. 11), explains no less the enthusiasm 

^ On the distinction between Xtforffi and i^AnrtK see mj Synanymt of th$ 
New Tatament^ § 44. 
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with which the Jewish populace demanded his liberation 
(Luke xxiii. i8). He was the popular hero, who had 
.sought to realize his own and their idea of the kingdom 
of God by violence and blood. He had actually been 
that which they wanted the Lord to be, and which 
because He would not be, they were now so eager to 
destroy Him. He had wrought, we may well believe, in 
that false Messias spirit, which was filling with wild and 
insane hopes the whole nation, and rapidly hurrying it 
to that final conflict with the Roman power, in which as 
a nation it should be for ever broken in pieces. There is 
every likelihood that the two malefactors crucified with 
Jesus belonged to the band of Barabbas. For good or 
for evil they knew something about the Christ, and that 
He was One who could deliver his own; the taunt 
uttered by the one expresses this, no less than the prayer 
of the other. There is much to make this probable. 
Barabbas, as we have seen, had been cast into prison 
* with them that had made insurrection with him.' Two 
of the chief of these Pilate may have been very well 
pleased to send to execution on this occasion. It is 
abundantly plain from John xix. 15, 19-21, that he was 
willing in any way to retort on those who had driven him 
to what his conscience told him was a hideous injustice, 
to the condemnation (for this much he could see), of a 
perfectly innocent man. As he evidently sought in that 
title over the cross to do an extreme displeasure to the 
Jews, so he may have sought the same in this : ^ K you 
compel me against my better mind to send this man to 
the cross, I will send, to keep him company, two of the 
servants of your Messiah.' 

Such seems to me a more probable explanation — ^I 
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speak but of the human explanation — of these malefactors 
sharing in the cross of Christ, than to suppose that the 
additional indignity of being thus * numbered with the 
transgressors' was devised for Him by the Pharisees. 
Doubtless they were quite capable of such a malignity, 
and insults of exactly this character have not seldom been 
heaped on high-soul'ed sufferers in the concluding scene 
of their lives. Thus in the French Revolution, when 
some noble royalist was sent to the guillotine, it was con- 
stantly managed to mix up his execution with that of 
forgers, highwaymen, murderers, or the like ; that their 
shame and disgrace might, if possible, redound upon him ; 
and this last drop of bitterness might not be wanting 
in his cup of pain. It is not that the Pharisees would have 
been behind the worst in modern times in any such subtle 
inventions of hate; but the ordering of malefactors to 
execution lay in other hands than theirs ; and there is 
nothing to make us think that Pilate would have devised 
any additional insult for Him whom he would have 
certainly set free, if his consciousness of innumerable acts 
of violence and rapine and wrong, whereof the Jews 
might accuse him« to CdBsar, had not made him the 
miserable coward that he was. It was the Pharisees 
whom he desired, so far as he dared, to wound. 

Whether, indeed, Barabbas had actually played the 
part of a false Christ, setting himself up as the true, we 
have no means of knowing. It is certainly far from 
unlikely. Keeping in mind the significance of names in 
Scripture, we can hardly fail to recognize a fearful 
mockery in his name, Barabbas, or * Son of the Father ; * 
as though in the very name which he bore, not to speak 
of the work which he wrought, he should be the devil's 
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counterfeit and caricature of the true Holy One of God. 
This suggestion would acquire increased probability, if it 
could certainly be affirmed that he was not merely named 
Barabbas, but Jesus Barabbas, the lying counterpart, even 
to his human name, of the true Saviour of men. So, as 
is well known, three manuscripts, at Matt, xxvii. 17, even 
to this day read, and two of the older Versions, the 
Armenian and the Syriac ; and that this was the prevailing 
reading in the time of Origen is sufficiently clear from 
some words which he uses ; for, speaking of many copies 
in which Barabbas was riot called also Jesus, he implies 
that, many as they were, they were still in the minority.^ 
In support of this remarkable reading, which Tischendorf, 
Fritzsche, Meyer, Rinck* approve, but Lachmann, Alford, 
Tregelles* reject, it maybe urged, that while we can scarcely 
conceive anyone daring to introduce the sacred name of 
Jesus, to give it to Barabbas, while it is difficult, almost 
impossible, to imagine such a thought suggesting itself to 
the mind of any, we can very well understand that many 
transcribers should have been shocked to find it there ; 
and marring the text, which they impertinently sought to 
mend, have ventured to omit it. Certainly too, it must 
be allowed that there appear vestiges of the existence of 
such a reading in the text as it now stands ; the words, 
* which is called Christ,' twice introduced after the human 
name of our blessed Lord on the occasions when Barabbas 
is brought into opposition to Him (Matt, xxvii. 17, 22), 
and nowhere else, seem to be employed by Pilate out of 
a necessity to distinguish between Him and another who 

^ In mnltis exemplaribas non continetar quod Barabbas etiam Jesos 
dicebatur, et forsitan recte, nt ne nomen Jesos oonveniat aliooi iniqaorom. 

• Lueub, Crit, p. 285. 

* On the Printed Text of the Oreeh Teetamentj p. 194. 
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bore the name of Jesus as well.- It is at first strangely 
'startling to think that this identity of name could possibly 
have existed ; and yet He who bore every other scorn 
and shame, why should He not have also borne this ? 

All which has just been said being kept in remem- 
brancoy it will surprise us less, that so many elements of 
nobleness should display themselves in strength in one of 
these malefactors, than if we regarded him merely as a 
criminal of that meaner stamp whom we designate as a 
thief, or even as a robber, in our ordinary use of that 
word. His had been no petty larcenies ; as little in all 
likelihood had he meant at the beginning to have his 
living by violence and wrong. Those whom the Romans 
with a certain amount of truth called 'robbers,' were often- 
times wild and stormy zealots, maintaining in arms a last 
and hopeless protest against that yoke of the stranger, 
which God had imposed on his people for the chastise- 
ment of their sins, and which therefore it behoved them 
* meekly to accept. This may have been one of these, 
seeking at the outset of his career to work by the wrath 
of man what he counted the righteousness of God.^ 
Presently a fugitive from Roman justice, compelled to take 
to the mountains, and to live there by rapine, he may 
have gradually learned less and less to discriminate 
between friend and foe, may have earned only too well 
the title under which he was at last to expiate his offences 
on a Roman cross. 

His own confession implies as much (ver. 41). How 
easily, under such conditions, those who have begun with 



* In the record b/ Josephns of the final agony of Jerusalem the C9>Ui^ 
and the At^j become nearlj, or indeed altogether, convertible terms ; thua 
see B, J, iv. passim. 
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quite another aim degenerate into banditti, how imper^ 
ceptibly and yet how surely the outlaw melts into the 
brigand, the story of Dolcino's Apostolicals, as of the Ca- 
misards in the Cevennes, abundantly teaches us ; while in 
the history of Jephthah we see how under more favour- 
able circumstances this freebooter may rise into the chief 
and champion of his people (Judg. xi. 3, 11). He would 
do this the more easily, inasmuch as he would never by his 
lawless occupation have wholly forfeited his own respect or 
the respect of his fellow-countrymen ; David, indeed, him- 
self for a while was little better than such a freebooter as 
this (1 Sam. xxii. 2). Least of all would he forfeit this at a 
time when the whole framework of social life was dislo- 
cated and disjointed as it was at this period in Judaea ; 
and when the disorganization of society seemed half to 
justify acts which would have been wholly unjustifiable 
at another time. It is easy to perceive how a class like 
this, while it would enlist some among the worst, would 
also gather some into its ranks who, though miserably 
perverted now, might under more favourable circum- 
stances have stood forth among the noblest of their age 
and nation. It is not altogether unlikely that an apostle 
of the Lord, Simon Zelotes, had been, as his name would 
indicate, on the very verge of becoming one of these; 
until in Christ he had found a more excellent way, had 
discovered that the truth, and the truth only, could make 
him free, or help him to make others free. But these 
worst and best, however they might accidentally be yoked 
together, and called by a common name, would yet only 
be waiting for some contact with the truth, to reveal them- 
selves in the essential differences of their character, dif- 
ferences which up to that decisive moment may have been 
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concealed alike from others and from themselves. So it 
fared with this malefactor and the other. The decisive 
moment had now arrived. Heaven and hell claimed each 
its own. Of these two, so long yokefellows in evil, it was 
manifest at length that one had in him that which was 
akin to and was drawn to the light ; the other, that which 
hated the light, repelled the light, and was in return 
repelled by it into a yet deeper darkness of its own.^ 

Few as are the words which this penitent utters in his 
brief address to his fellow-sinner, and then in his still 
briefer to his Saviour, they yet are sufficient to reveal to 
us a most authentic work of grace going forward within 
him. He is, in the first place, deeply convinced of his 
sin. There is no more certain sign of an effectual work of 
the Holy Spirit of God than a readiness on the sinner's part 
to accept and acquiesce in his punishment, whatever that 
punishment may be, to put his mouth in the dust, and to 
say, *Thou art righteous, God, that doest this;' 
* Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the 
punishment of his sin ?' (Lam. iii. 19 ; cf. Ezra ix. 6, 7 ; 
Luke XV. 18, 19) while, on the other hand, there can 
be no surer token X)f an impenitent and obdurate heart 
than the refusal of the sinner to receive correction, to 
humble himself under the mighty hand of God (Isai. i, 
5; ix. 10; Jer. v. 3; Luke xv. 14, 15; Rev. ix. 21; 
xvi. 21). And this man even in that bitter cross saw 

* There are many apooiTphal legends abont these two robbers ; which 
may be found in Thilo, Codvb Apoa^phtu^ pp. 93, 143, 580. Their very 
names are there given, but variondy, Dimas, or Dysraas, and Gestas, 
Titns and Dumachus ; this last possibly a corruption of Qeofi&x^. In one of 
these legends it is told how the converted robber more than thirty years 
before had allowed the blessed Virgin and her Child to pass nn harmed on 
their flight to Egypt, against the desire of the other, who would have 
despoiled the fugitives. 
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nothing more than he had earned, ' the due reward of JnB 
deeds.^ How profound the conviction, how unreserved 
upon his part is the confession, of sin ! 

And then how many other principal graces show them- 
selves actively working in him^ — all compressed, it is 
true, and this by the very necessities of the case, within 
the narrowest limits of time; but in their intension 
makiDg up for what in extension they have not and can- 
not have. Ignorant he may very well have been of that 
special precept in Moses' law, ^ Thou shalt in any case 
rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sio upon him ' (Lev. 
xix. 17) ; but love is the fulfilling of the law, and love will 
not suffer him to keep silence now. They two may in 
times past have been frequent partners in guilt, associates 
in many a deed of violence and wrong, strengthening one 
another in wickedness ; but now, himself a penitent, he 
would fain lead his fellow-sinner by the same blessed 
path of contrition, repentance, and faith, which he him- 
self is treading. 

And then, too, what courage, what boldness speaks out 
in his confession of Christ, in his declaration, * This man 
hath done nothing amks; and still more in his open 
turning to Him as the one Helper and Saviour. Some 

' Thus Gregory the Great (Moral, zyiii. 40) : Libet mentis oonlos ad 
iUum latronem redacere, qui de faace diaboli ascendit omcem, de cmoe 
paradUum. Intneamur qnalis ad patibnlam yenerit, et a patibnlo qualis 
abscessit. ... In borde fideliam tres snramopere manere yirtntes testatur 
Apostolus, dioens, Nnno antem manent fides, spes, caritas. Qnas cnnctas 
subit4 repletus gratiA et aooepit latro, et servavit in crnoe. Fidem namqne 
habnit, qui regnatnrum Dominnra credidit, qn^m seoum pariter morientem 
vidit. 8pem habnit, qni regni ejns aditnra postnlavit, dicens, Memento mei, 
Domine, dum yeneris in regnum tnum. Oaritatem qnoqne in morte snA viya- 
citer tennit, qui fratrem et oollatronem pro simili scelere morientem, et de 
iniqnitate snA argnit, et ei yitam qnam cognoyerat, pnedicavit, dicens, 
Neqne tn times Deum, etc 
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perhaps might be tempted to rejoin^ that at such a moment 
this did not cost him much^ that for him, hanging on that 
cross, and doomed before many hours there to expire, the 
motives which would operate on others, the fear of men's 
reproach, the desire of their applause, must all have alike 
passed away. But this is a great mistal^e, as will be 
evident if only we call to mind how often men, above 
all those who know no higher support, have in such a 
dreadful hour sustained themselves to the last on the 
sympathies of the beholders, when they have known 
these to be theirs ; how bold bad men, mainly upheld by 
these, have gone down with no sign of weakness, but as 
with flying colours, to hell. So far from costing him 
nothing, it must have required a mighty effort upon his 
part to separate himself, as now no doubt he did, from all 
the sympathies of all who surrounded his cross, and thus 
openly to cast in his lot with the crucified Galilsean. 
Hitherto, as a victim of Roman justice, as one of the 
* robbers ' described just now, that is, as one of the latest 
champions of Jewish freedom, a member probably of the 
band of Barabbas, and sharing in the popular interest 
which he excited, this man had been an object of sym- 
pathy and admiration to all the scomers and blasphemers 
of Calvary. He would have become so still more, openly 
joining, as his companion did, in their insults and outrages 
against the Holy One of God. But to all this he prefers 
the reproach of Christ, which surely he did not escape, 
when he made that bold confession of his faith, ^ Lord^ 
remember me, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom^ 

And if other graces manifest themselves in him, yet 
more than all other what a wondrous faith proclaims itself 
in these words of his. To believe that He, whose only 
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token of royalty was the crown of thorns that still clang 
to his bleeding brows, was a king, and had a kingdom,^ 
to believe that He, on whose own eyes the mists of death 
were already hanging, was indeed the Prince of life, 
wielding in those pierced hands, nailed so helplessly to 
the cross, the keys of death and of hell, that He could 
shut and none could open, could open and none could 
shut ; that it could profit something in that mysterious 
world whither they both were hastening to be remem- 
bered by this crucified man — that was a faith indeed. 
What was the faith of any other to his faith ? Everything 
seemed to give the lie to Christ's pretensions. Disciples 
and apostles themselves had fallen away and fled. They 
had trusted once, but they trusted no more, ^ that it was 
He which should have redeemed Israel ' (Luke xxiv. 21). 
They had now renounced that hope ; and, indeed, every 
other hope; and then, in the midst of this universal 
unbelief, one, all whose anterior life might seem to have 
unfitted him for this heroic act of faith, does homage, not 
indeed in outward act, for his limbs are nailed to the tree, 
but in heart and word, to Jesus as the King of Israel, as 
the Lord of the spirits of all flesh. Truly we may say of 
his faith that it was itself one of the miracles of the cruci- 
fixion;* that in his conversion we have one of those 

' Beogel : Regem profitetar, taleniY qai mortuns mortao benefaoere 
possit. 

' Augustine often magoifies the faith which breaks forth thas anexpect- 
edij in this man, as a bright sun from behind thickest clouds. Thus {Serm, 
232): Mngna fides; huic fidei quid addi possit, ignoro. Titubavemnt 
ipsi qui viderunt Christum mortuos suscitantem ; credidit ille qui videbat 
secnm in lignu pendentem. Quando illi titubavemnt, tunc ille credidit. 
Qnalem fructnm Christus de arido ligno percepit? . . . Non solum credebat 
resurrectnrnm, sed etiam regnaturum. Pendenti, crncifixo, cruento, hsDrentif 
Cum veneris, inquit, in regnum tuum. £t illi, Nos sperabamus [Luc. xxiv. 
21]. Ubi spem hitro invenit^ discipulns perdidit. Compare Serm. %%$, 
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glimpses of glory with which the Father is ever careful to 
light up the deepest depths of the humiliation of the Son. 

But it will be well worth while to look a little closer 
and more in detail at his words. * Lord ' need not in 
itself be more than a general term of respectful address ; 
it is oftentimes this, and nothing further ; thus Matt. xxv. 
20, 24; John iv. 11; xii 21; xx. 15, and elsewhere. 
But it may have a much deeper, and a theological 
meaning; and such no doubt it possesses here. For 
without assuming, which would indeed be absurd, that 
this untaught man meant by his ^Lord' all which we 
mean by Jehovah or Lord, yet was there on his part the 
recognition of a divine character in Christ. His ^Lord^ 
of itself would not be sufficient to prove this, but only as 
it is read in the light of what follows, 'Reniemher me^ 
when Thou contest into thy Jcingdom.^ For that ' Remember 
me' is no mere counterpart of Joseph's petition to the chief 
butler of Pharaoh (Gen. xl. 14; cf. Ecclus. xxxvii. 6), but is 
itself a prayer, even as the prayers of the Jews constantly 
clothed themselves in this same form (Nehem. xiii. 14, 22, 
31, and often in the Psalms ; for another kind of remem- 
brance see Rev. xvi. 19). But seeing that it was now at 
length abundantly evident that Christ's kingdom was not 
here, nor on this side of the grave, it must have been plainly 
in the glory of some kingdom to be revealed hereafter that 
he desired, through Christ's remembrance of him, a part. 

The words themselves of his prayer should not stand 
exactly as in the English Version they do. Our Trans- 
Leo the Great {Serm, 51: Qns istam fidem ezhortatio perauasit? quss 
doctriDa imbait? quia prsBdioator aocendit? Non viderat prius acta iiiira- 
cnla; cessaverat tone languentinm caratio, offioorum illuininatio, vivifioatio 
mortooratn; ea ipsa qua mox erant gerenda non aderant; et tamen 
Dominam coDfitetur et Regem, qaem videt sappli * ii sui ease consortem. 
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lators have on various occasions failed to mark the 
distinction between the prepositions equivalent in the 
Greek to our *into' and *in;'^ seldom however incurring 
thereby so grave a loss as here. It is not, * when Thau 
contest into thy kingdom^' as though Christ's kingdom 
could even in thought be contemplated as apart from 
Himself; but, 'when Thou comest in thy kingdoml — the 
words are correctly rendered at Matt. xvL 28 — * when 
Thou shalt appear as a king with all thy royalties around 
Thee and about thee, the angels ten thousand times 
ten thousand with Thee, and Thyself the centre of all' 
(Dan. vii. 15 ; Matt. xxv. 31 ; 2 Thess. i. 7 ; Jude 14). 
Christ does not and cannot come into his kingdom ; He 
comes in it and with it, brings his kingdom with Him, and 
where He is, there is his kingdom too.* He who could 
ask this had taken in what Pilate could not take in, that 
this man was a king, and that He would one day return 
to establish his kingdom upon earth.^ 

The reply of our Lord is a glorious example of what 

^ Thus e<f has not its proper meaning, Bom. t. 5 ; nor fv, Bom. ii. 5 ; t. 
ai. On this, which b a fault common to manjr Versions of the New Testa- 
ment, see Winer, Qramm. % \\y, 4, 5, 6. 

* Maldonatas forsakes his Vnlgate, which, sharing the error of onr Version 
and of so manj other, has here, in regnom tnum ; hut he : iv r$ paaiXei^ 
GOV, in regno tuo. Itaqne non est sensns, 0am veneris ad regnandnm, sed, 
Onm veneris, jam regnans ; onm veneris, non ad acqnirendum regnnm, sed 
regno jam acquisito, quemadmodnm ventarns ad jadicinm est. 

' In the Boangelium Nicodemi (pars 2', c. xo) the petition pat into the 
month of this penitent, though substantidlj the same, is formdlj different 
It is as follows: Khpu, bre [^di'?] pafftXeieetc, ft^ fsov iKtXdff^, As that 
apocryphal gospel dates probably as early as the second century, it is just 
possible that the difference here may, as Teschendorf {Etangelia Apocrypha^ 
p. Ixiz.) suggests, represent another tradition of the words (verba latronis 
ita discedunt a Luca textu, ut ex ali4 veterrimd traditione fluxisse vide- 
antur) ; but to me it seems far more probable that we have here no more 
than a not perfectly accurate recoUection of the words as they stand in St. 
Luke. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE PENITENT MALEFACTOR. 305 

we may not unfitly call the prodigalities of the kingdom 
of heaven, of the answers to prayer, infinitely larger and 
more liberal than the suppliant in the boldest ventures 
of faith had dared to suggest. In two points the grant- 
ing of this suppliant's petition immeasurably transcends 
the petition itself. All which he had been bold to ask, 
was that he might be remembered of the Lord. But one 
may remember the absent, may do them good at a dis- 
tance, and keeping them at distance still. This to have 
done would have fulfilled the measure of all which he 
had desired. But for him, the first-fruits of the cross, the 
first who should set his seal to that word of the prophecy, 
* I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me,' for him 
Christ has better than remembrance in store ; far better 
than this— ^ thou ahalt be with Me.' 

And not this only ; he shall be with Him on that very 
day.^ Christ's ^ today / besides containing an announce- 
ment of his own departure out of this world within the 
limits of that day, contains also a pledge and promise for 
this poor pardoned sinner, that he too should find speedy 
release from all his agonies — a release indeed far 
speedier than according to common probabilities he 
might have looked for. Crucifixion, with all its suffer- 
ings, was so little mortal, that persons taken down from 
their cross, and duly cared for, have been known to 
recover. In the lingering torture of this punishment the 

* This is often urged bj Aagastine; thns Serm. 232: Quid ei dixerit 
Dominos audiamas : Amen, dioo tibi, hodie mecnm eris in Paradiso. Tu 
differs te ; ego agnosco te ; . . . inva8isti in regnnm csaloram ; vim feoisti, 
credidisti, rapuisti. Non te difTero ; tanta fidei hodie reddo qnod debeo. 
Compare Serm, 327. a. Instead of the rich and pregnant brevity of that 
prayer and this answer to that prayer, the Narratio Jo$ephi (Tischendorf, 
Efoangelia Apocrypha^ p. 44a) pnts a speeoh of twenty lines into the'month 
of the penitent, and one somewhat longer into that of our Lord. 
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seats of life were so little assailed, that it was by no means 
an uncommon case for criminals to expire at length of 
mere hunger on their cross ; while, besides the breaking 
of the legs, by which the death of these two wajs hastened, 
various other methods were occasionally employed for ac- 
celerating, when this was thought desirable, the fatal close. 
They were sometimes suffocated by the smoke of fires 
lighted below, or were torn in pieces by wild beasts. But 
for him within a few brief hours, before that day had 
closed, it should be well. He should be at rest, and 
more than this — ^in Paradise and joy. The coming of 
Christ in his kingdom might very well be a remote con- 
tingency. In all likelihood this petitioner more or less 
looked onward to it as such. But it is no remote boon 
which the Lord will bestow upon him ; that very day he 
shall taste the sweetness of it : ^Tchday ^hqXt thou be with 
Me in Paradise'^ 

We must not, however, dismiss without further notice 
a word on which so much has been written, a promise 
the form of which in times past has perplexed not a few. 
As many, indeed, as assume ^Paradise' to be equivalent to 
heaven, and, in fact, identical with the kingdom of glory, 
cannot fail to find a difficulty here, inasmuch as Christ 
Himself was not on that day in heaven, but in Hades ; 
and these suggest various ways of escaping from this 
perplexity ; which, however, is one of their own creating. 
A not unfrequent one is the separation of * tihdaff ' from 
the words which follow, with the joining of it to those 
which precede : * Verilt/y I say unto thee to^tfj thou 

' The promise of these words can hardly fail to remind ns of another 
•*Thoa shalt be with me,* Saraoers to Saul (i Sam. xxviii. 19); that also in 
'fiheol, in the world of spirits; but that announcement how unlike to this; as 
inXi of fear and terror, as this is of hope and joy. 
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ihaU he with Me in Paradise'^ Theophylact says of those 
who offer this explanation, that they * do violence to the 
words ;'* a judgment, I think, in which most will concur.' 
By others, who in like manner make Paradise equivalent 
to heaven, or at least fail to see its identity with Hades, 
or rather with the happier half of Hades, it is said that 
however his human soul was that day in this latter place, 
yet, according to his divine nature everywhere present. He 
was in Paradise, — that is, as they understand it, in heaven. 
This is the usual interpretation in the early Church,^ 
and in the medieval,' and generally in the modern Roman 



* In the Eoangelium Nieodemi^ 16, the words are actually transposed, and 
stand thofl, a^fiepav Xiyu aoi^ fief ifwv #cr.A. 

' The first I know who makes mention of this way of escape from an 
imaginary difficalty is Hesycbius, a presbyter of- Jerusalem, who probably 
wrote in the fifth. century {Qu<B$t, 47): nag 4 vwdaxeatg tov Kvpiov irpdc rdif 
?.y(TT^ KeiTA^puratf bri a^fiepov /lef ifwv iaif h t^ irapaieia<f» ; Merd yap rdv 
oravpbv 6 Xptarbc e<f 'AiSov iwl r^ iXevOepi^ tov vexpCw irapaylverai. idn 6k naX 
Tbv XijaHjv (sciL napayiveoBai elf 'Aidov\ inrtidwov bvra r^ v6iu^ r^c ^^'ovc^* 
He goes on to state, bat does not approve of, this solution : rtvk^ fth oirruc 
hvayivixjioovaiv^ *Aii^ Xiyu aoi aijfuponr tlra kni^ipownv^ bri /itf kfiov iay h r^ 
ir<ipaSeia(f). 

* Thus Augustine (Ep, ad Dardanum^ 1S7); and this, although he has 
excellently well prepared the way for the right explanation by the distinction 
which he draws between Paradise, the waiting place of happy spirits, and 
heaven, or the kingdom of glory (restat igitur ut in inferno intelligatur 
e<t3e paradisns, ubi erat illo die futnrus esse secundum humanam aniniam 
Christus). This, however, he snggests only to abandon it again, and to 
take refuge in the omnipresence of Christ, who according to his divine nature 
was everywhere, and therefore that day in heaven. For similar explanations 
of the Greek Fathers see Suicer, The». s. v. ?.y<nifC' 

* Anselm in one of his deeply pathetic Oratione$ (the 4ind) expresses 
himself thus: £t quid hoc est, o rex desiderabilis? Tu davis affligeris, et 
paradisum promittis. Tu pendes in ligno, et latroni dicis, Hodie mecnm 
eris in paradisol Et, o desiderium animarum, ubi est paradisus, quia dicis 
latroni, Hodie mecnm eris in paradiso ? An paradisns tecum est; et ubi tu 
vis, paradisus est? An tu indubitanter paradisus es, quia tarn confidenter 
proraittis, Hodie mccum eris in paradiso? Credo, Domine, credo certe quod 
ubi tu vis, et ubi tu es, ibi paradisus est; et esse tecum, hoc est esse in 
paradiso. Compare Aquinas, Sum, Theol, 3*, 5a. 4. 

z2 
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Catholic.^ But it is not universal. Severus, the great 
leader of the Monophysites, has seen his way perfectly 
here ;* the only drawback to his exposition of this passage 
being that he makes Paradise here absolutely, and, so 
to speak, locally, identical with the Garden of innocence 
of our first parents ; the truth being that in the evolution 
of theology in the later Jewish schools that Garden had 
lent a name to the happy place where the souls of the 
faithful, released from the burden of the flesh, are waiting 
their perfect consummation and bliss ; and that it is of 
this Paradise our blessed Lord is speaking. Jeremy 
Taylor* has traced excellently well the history of the word, 
and what upon his lips it signified now: ^Our blessed 
Saviour told the converted thief that he should " that day 
be with Him in Paradise." Now without peradventure 
He spake so as He was to be understood, meaning by 
"Paradise" that which the schools and pulpits of the 
Rabbles did usually speak of it. By " Paradise" till the 

^ Com. A Lapide : Oertnm enim est Ohristam cum latrone die illo quo 
obiit noQ asoendisse in csBlam, sed descendisse ad limbnm patram ; ibiqae 
eis visioDem sua divinitatis impertirase, itaqne eos be&sse; qnare tunc 
Christas eoram sortes mntayit; feoit enim nt limbas esset paradisas, ot 
inferi essent snperi, nt infernns esset csBlum. Ubi enim est Ghristus, ibi est 
paradisns ; nbi est yisio Dei et beatitudo, ibi est cslnm. 

' Valuable fragments of his ComrMntobry on St. Luhe are preserved in 
Cramer's Catena, A few words of his on this matter I will quote : rd 6i 
ii}jjdic T7f e^ify^eoCf tovtS kari* rd imjyyeXfiiva ^fitv ayoBa fiaatXeia earhf 
wpopuvj ovxl 4 e<f r^ icapidetaw doodoc, ^ i) eir&vo6oc, &XX* leuc ^pd tic ^ 
ravriv iariv 4j paatXtia rw ovpavw koI 6 Trapddeuro^^ 6{)o vpoGrryopurv ovauv 
frepl kv trpayfia rd vimceifttvov. &XX* i) tuv Upov ypofifx&ruv didaaitaXla deitcw-' 
eiv uc oif ravrSv korof^ oAA' ixaripov iroXv rd dtd^opov. Having vindicated the 
higher dignity of the paaiXcia tuv wpavuv^ he proceeds: 1} 6h kpyaaia rov 
irapaSeteov Pavaved^ rtq ovk fv, &XX* elxf Xoyao^ evfpooinnpf avcLfUftCYfihngv 
Kol kwotinf OeUnf airdXavatv, *QaTe 6 X^^ari^ rov piv irapadeiaov rerOxif't^v' 
ri 6i tv kXirUri r^f paatXeioQ tuv cvpavw ptrd tuv an' aiuvoc SikoIuv ovk iioh 
fdaoTOf Tw Oeov icepX ^puv Kpelrr&v ti irpopXtyjnfikvov^ \va p^ X^^ ipuv TtXetO' 
dual, 

* A Funeral Sermon on Sir Georgs DaUtone. 
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time of Esdras it is certain the Jews only meant that 
blesse'S garden in which God once placed Adam and 
Eve ; but in the time of Esdras, and so downward, when 
they spake distinctly of things to happen after this life, 
and began to signify their new discoveries and modern 
philosophy by names, they called the state of souls ex- 
pecting the resurrection of their bodies by the name of 
Gan Eden, the garden of Eden. ... It is therefore 
more than probable that when the converted thief heard 
our blessed Saviour speak of Paradise, or Gan Eden, he 
who was a Jew and heard that on that day he should be 
there, understood the meaning to be that he should be 
there where all the good Jews did believe the souls of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be placed.' 

This is the only occasion during the days of his flesh 
on which (so far at least as we know), Paradise was made 
mention of by our Lord. Once too He mentions it in his 
glory (Rev. ii. 7), and once it is on the lips of his chief 
apostle (2 Cor. xii. 4). These are the only times that it 
occurs in the New Testament. Hanging on the accursed 
tree his thoughts may well have travelled back to another 
tree, even the tree of life, standing in the Paradise of 
God ;^ in that Paradise, which by aU this travail and sore 
agony He was at this instant winning back for the chil- 
dren of men, quenching in his own blood that fiery 
flaming sword which, since the sin and sentence of Adam, 
had kept it against them; even as he was opening for 
them the gates of another Paradise, and, as a Stronger, 
wresting from the strong one the keys of death and of 
hell (Rev. i. 18). 

' Bengel: Inpa/radiio: in quo felioiores arbores qaam in Golgatha; cam 
immortalitate, Key. iL 7. 
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As I cannot but hope that materials for sermons may 
sometimes be sought in these Studies^ I will not bring 
this one to a close without one or two practical observa- 
tions. There is sometimes a tendency to regard the grace 
vouchsafed to this penitent as exceptional, as not to be 
brought within the ordinary laws of God's dealings with 
the children of men. We may sometimes hear it said, that 
as that moment when the Son of God hung upon the cross 
was a moment unlike every other in the moral and spi^ 
ritual history of the world, so there were graces vouch- 
safed then, unlike those of any other moment, larger, freer, 
more marvellous ; such as were proper to that time and 
no other ; the gates of mercy being, so to speak, thrown 
open more widely than at other times ; and that therefore 
no conclusions can be drawn from what then found place 
as to what will find place when events have returned to 
their more ordinary course. This is sometimes urged, 
and chiefly out of a desire to withdraw the temptation to 
a deferred and late repentance, which the acceptance of 
this penitent at the closing moment of his life might 
else seem to hold out to others. I confess that even the 
desire to avert such an abuse, cannot persuade me to 
accept this explanation of the grace which he obtained. 
The laws of God's kingdom, the conditions under which 
grace may be obtained, are unchangeable. This man 
was accepted and forgiven exactly on the same grounds 
as those on which any other will find pardon and accept- 
ance, because he repented, and believed, and obeyed. 
Time does not exist for God ; and if only this repentance, 
faith, and obedience of his were genuine, whether they 
were spread over the forty or fifty years to which his life 
in the natural course of things might have been pro- 
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longed, or eonceiitrated into the few hours upon the cross 
which he actually did survive, this made and could make 
no difference in God's sight I have said, ' if only these 
were genuine,' which in the present instance we know 
that certainly they were ; for this is the fatal danger of 
all repentance postponed to the last, and thus withdrawn 
from all trial and proof, that the man, little as he may 
guess this, may be deceiving himself; that in all likeli- 
hood his repentance is not genuine, is not sincere ; that 
almost certainly it is not so, when it has been deferred on 
so mean a speculation as this, of giving to God the least 
and obtaining from Him the most, grinding the corn of 
life, and, according to the old proverb, giving the flour to 
the devil, and only the bran to God. It is by the pressing 
of this, the almost universal self-delusion of death-bed 
repentances, that we must rescue this Scripture from dan- 
gerous abuse, from proving a temptation and a snare, not 
by excepting the dealing of God with this man from the 
category of his usual dealings in the kingdom of his 
grace and power. 

One word more. We have admired, and with abun- 
dant reason, the faith of the poor penitent, who could 
believe, even in such an hour as that was, in the royalties 
of Christ, that the title set in bitter mockery over his 
head, spake nothing more than the truth, that He was a 
king, and would yet come in his kingdom, and that it 
would be well with them who should be then remembered 
of Him. But let us not finally take leave of this history 
without reverently admiring also his faith to whom this 
prayer was addressed, his confidence, not to be shaken by 
all which was happening round Him, which was finding 
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place within Him, in his divine Sonship ; his, who could 
believe that, crucified through weakness, He was yet 
Lord over all, that all things had been delivered into his 
hands by his Father, that He could grant to this suppliant 
for his favour all which he asked, and much more than 
he asked ; who dispensed as confidently his favours from 
that cross of shame as the kings of the earth dispense 
theirs from their thrones of glory ; who in this promise 
claimed and avouched all worlds as his own. Not when 
the victory had been already won, and He had been 
declared to be the Son of God with power by the Resur- 
rection from the dead (Rom. i. 4), did He say to the 
beloved apostle, ^ I am He that liveth and was dead ; 
and behold I am alive for evermore ; and have the keys 
of death and of hell ' (Rev. i. 18), with a calmer and 
more majestic confidence than to this poor suppliant man 
He declares in the hour of his own agony, ^ To-day shalt 
thou be with Me in Paradise! Truly this is the Lord of 
life; and then, when He thus spake, was gloriously 
fulfilled that which so many of the early Fathers thought 
they found written as a prophecy of the triumphs of the 
cross in the 96th Psalm, and which is equally true 
whether there fore-announced or not, Regnavit a ligno 
Deus. 
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i6. CHRIST AND THE TWO DISCIPLES 
ON THE WAY TO EMMAUS. 

Mark zri xa, 13; Lnke xziv. 13 — 35. 

We have a slight hint of this beautiful little history, and 
indeed the history itself, but in barest outline, at Mark 
xvi. 12. He has there very much such a summary 
abridgement of it as he has of the Temptation elsewhere 
(i. 12, 13). At the same time, for the breadth and ful- 
ness of detail, which render it one of the most interesting 
records of the Great Forty Days, we are altogether in- 
debted to St. Luke. 

The Resurrection had taken place already; but the 
disciples had refused to credit it. The Sun of Righteous- 
ness, which seemed to have set forever, had again risen 
with healing on his wings ; but the disciples, not without 
grave fault of their own, ^re walking on in darkness still, 
in a darkness which in some sort they have made for 
themselves. So it fares with these two, of whom we here 
read : ^ And heholdy two of them went that same day to a 
viUage called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about 
threescore furlonffs' The name of one of these favoured 
wayfarers we learn a little further on. It was Cleopas 
(ver. 18), who must not be identified with the Cleopas of 
John xix. 2^} Who the other might be we are not told. 

' This EXedTT rg is short fop KXedrraTpoc^ while that (KAwjtoc) is an Aramaic 
name. 
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Apostle he certainly was not; and those who suggest 
Bartholomew or James cannot reconcile this with the 
fact that the two report the mysterious interview to the 
Eleven (ver. 23), could not therefore themselves belong to 
the Eleven. Neither is it at a^ likely that the unnamed 
disciple was St. Luke himself; for this, again, seems 
scarcely reconcilable with the announcement of the Evan- 
gelist that the account which he gives in his Gospel was 
delivered to him by those who were ^ eyewitnesses/ as 
well as ^ministers of the word' (i. 2) ; herein implicitly 
affirming that such ^eyewitness' he had not himself been, 
that he had not himself beheld, as these two beheld, the 
risen Lord. Jerome and others suppose that they may 
both have been of the Seventy; which is probable enough ; 
but we cannot affirm it with any certainty. The village 
of Emmaus, north of Jerusalem, and mentioned by Jose- 
phus,^ to which they were journeying, ought not to be 
confounded, as it has often been, with another Emmaus 
in the plain of Judsea, and not * threescore furhngsj or 
something more than seven miles, from Jerusalem, but 
not less than twenty from the capital city. All modem 
attempts to discover the site of this village have- been 
unsuccessful. 

* And they taSced together of aU these things which had 
happened. And it came to pass thatj while they commvned 
together cmd reasoned^ Jesus Himself drew nea/r^ amdwent 
with them. But their eyes were holden^ thai they shovld 
not hnow Him' (cf. John xx. 14; xxi. 4). While St. 
Mark seems to lay the cause of the non-recognition of the 
Lord on the part of his disciples to his changed ap- 
pearance (^ after that He appeared in another form unto two 

» B. J. vu. 6. 6. 
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cfihem'^ Si Luke finds it rather in \h^\v^1i6ldeneyea'^ 
^ And He said unto theniy What manner of communications 
are these that ye have one to another y as ye w(A\ and 
are sadf'^ From more than one word here, we may 
take it for granted that the two disciples were in earnest 
debate ; not unduly striving nor contending ; but still re- 
garding from different points of view, and each urging 
upon the other his own interpretation of, that stupendous 
event, of which they had just been the witnesses. To 
them thus earnestly debating, and allowing this earnest^ 
ness to shew itself in their outward mien, the Lord joined 
Himself, in guise the most unpretending, as a fellow- 
traveller on the same road with themselves; but at the 
same time as one himself interested in the matter which 
could interest them so strongly, and moved no less by the 
settled sadness of their countenances ; and who, out of no 
idle curiosity, would fain learn^ if this might be permitted, 
what it was that stirred and saddened them so much. 

The two disciples, as I think we may gather from their 
reply, were not perfectly pleased to be accosted, and in- 
terrupted in their confidential discourse with one another, 
by one who seemed to have no right to meddle, with the 
sacredness of their sorrow. They cannot forbear ex- 

' The two statements are excellently reconciled by St. Angnstrae {8erm, 
239. 2): Alia enim effigies visa est, retentis ocalis non apertis. 

' ^ And are sad ' is hardly an adequate rendering of ml iere tJKvdpoirol^ 
though it might be diflkfult to improve it. lKv&purtr6c, occnrrtng in the 
New Testament only here and at Matt. vi. 16 (where Basil the Great ex- 
changes it well with aTvyvdi;uv\ and in the Old at Gen. xl. 7: Dan. i. 10; 
Sirac. xxv. 23, from am^p^c (and that from OKv^ofuu) and ^, is better ex- 
pressed by the German ^tranrig,* as it would be by our own ^dreary/ if 
* dreary ' still kept the exact force which it had at the beginning ; see for 
this in Richardson's English Dictionary the quotation from Gower; 
another in Richard of Hampole^s Prioke of Comcimce: 
^ Now es a man light) now es he hevy, 
Now es he blithe, now es he drsryJ* 
It expresses the downcast look of a settled grief; pain, or displeasure. 
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pressing their surprise that such a question should have 
been put to them : ' And the one of themy whose name 
toas Cleopas^ (mawermgeaid wnto Hvnhy Art thou ordy a 
strcmger at Jemscdemj cmd hast not known the things 
which are come to pass there in these days f The English 
Version is not here perfectly satisfactory. It seems to 
attribute the questioner's ignorance of what must be the 
cause of their grief to his being ' a stranger ' or sojourner 
at Jerusalem. But, not to say that such an event as the 
rejection and crucifixion of one who claimed to be the 
Messiah must have been just as well known to the 
pilgrims at the feast as to the actual dwellers at Jerusalem, 
the words will not bear this meaning. They are not 
without a certain difficulty ; but on the whole it will be 
best and simplest to render the first clause in the sentence 
thus, ^Dost thou lodge alone at Jerusalem f ^Dwellest 
thou,' that is, * in solitude there, apart from the busy con- 
course of men, and thus so withdrawn from acquaintance 
with all which is passing in the city, that no tidings have 
reached thee of the mighty and marvellous events which 
within the last few days have befallen ?' The disciples, 
in the all-absorbing interest which those events have for 
them, take for granted that, if only known, they must 
have the same for every other; and they have, more- 
over, been so blown abroad, that nothing but an absolute 
isolation from all company with his fellow-men can have 
hindered their questioner from having knowledge of them.^ 

^ Beza: Ta solas commoraris HierosolymiB? with a shifting of the 
emphasis from irapoum^ to fi&voQ, All which could be nrged against this 
rendering is that irapoiKelc thus fails to obtain its fall force, and is too much 
rendered as though it were laiTouceic : bat the other explanations, sach as 
are offered by Theophylaot, Castalio (qaoted by Beza), Meyer, and others, 
seem to me either absolutely untenable, or encumbered with far more 
serious difficulties than is this. 
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The Lord's answer, ^What things f is exactly adapted 
to draw from the disciples a further commnnication. 
Had He replied that He knew, this would naturally have 
prevented Cleopas from entering frurther into a matter 
already familiar to his interrogator ; and, of course, He 
could not answer that He did not know. His question 
serves the purpose for which it was intended : ^And they 
said unto Himy Concerning Jesus of Nazareth^ which was 
a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 
the people ' (cf. Acts vii. 22). From this answer of theirs 
it is evident that the mystery of Christ's divine nature 
was hidden from them as yet ; or if at any time they had 
caught glimpses of it, these now were completely obscured 
by the thick shadows which during the last days had 
closed around their Lord. Jesus was to them ' a prophet,* 
and, as we presently see, the prophet, He that * should have 
redeemed Israel,' the Messiah therefore ; but the Jewish 
anticipations of a Messiah (and they had not lifted them- 
selves above these), did not involve more than glorious 
human prerogatives. That Messiah should come, and 
that God should come, they expected both ; but that both 
promises should be fulfilled in one and the same person, 
that these two stars of hope, which had lighted Israel 
through long ages of gloom, should in the actual fulfil- 
ment blend and become one star, this was a mystery hidden, 
we may say, or almost hidden, from prophets and kings, 
from those who most waited for the consolation of Israel. 

They go on to complain of the reception which, notwith- 
standing all these glorious manifestations of his power both 
in word and work, He had found from the spiritual chiefs 
of the people : * and how the Chief Priests and our rulers 
delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified 
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Him. But we trusted^ (they speak of it as a trust which 
they mast now renounce, which indeed they ha/ve re- 
nounced), * that it had been He which should have redeemed 
l&rad'^ To say, as some do, that this redemption whieh 
they looked for at the hands of the Messiah was merely a 
deliverance from the yoke of their worldly oppressors) is 
certainly a mistake. It may have been thus with many ; 
but there were always those who understood that the 
deliverance must reach much deeper than this ; that to 
be a redemption worth the name, it must be a redemption 
from sin, from the bondage of unruly appetites and in- 
ordinate desires. It was indeed true that this deliverance 
would necessarily, in God's good providence, have drawn 
after it that other deliverance ; that if Israel had turned 
to God, and welcomed his Anointed, the yoke of its 
Roman lords would, in one way or another, have soon 
been broken from its neck ; for this bondage was but an 
echo of the other ; and thus the faithful in Israel may 
very possibly have blended, in all likelihood did blend, 
the two deliverances into one ; but still this outward re- 
demption was not in their thoughts the beginning, 
still less was it the whole, of the redemption. In the 
prophecy of the father of the Baptist the two redemptions, 
from the yoke of evil and from the yoke of their foreign 
oppressors, are wonderfully blended together. He whom 
God shall raise up, a horn of salvation for his people, shall 
deliver them from their enemies ; but this, that they may 

' Aagustine {Serm, 235. § 2) : Qnando enim cum illis faerat ante 
passionem, omnia prsedixerat, passuram se fuisse, moriturum, tertio die re- 
Burrectaram ; omnia prsddixerat; sed mors illiue, illorum oblivio fait. Sio 
perturbati sunt, quando eum vidernnt in ligno pendentem, ut obliviscerentur 
docentem, non exspectarent resnrgentem, neo tenerent proraittentem. Nos, 
inquiant, sperabamus qnia ipse, erat redemtaras Israel. discipali, 
sperabatis ? ergo jam non speratia. 



/ 
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serve Him in righteousness and true holiness all the daye 
of their life (Luke i. 68-79; ^^« ^^^"^ ^^^^ 3^"3^)* 

They go on : ' And besides all this^ in addition to that 
cruel death inflicted on Him by our rulers, and sufficiently 
explaining the sadness which Thou hast noted in us, ' to- 
day ie the third day since these things were done. We 
might have had some glimpses of hope up to this present 
time, seeing that while He was alive, He more than once 
uttered mysterious words not merely about his own death, 
words which we have found only too true, but also about 
a triumphant reversal of that doom of death, mysterious 
words about what should happen on the third day after 
his death ; but this day has arrived, and is unmarked by 
any change/ How much unbelief is there here. The 
third day has come, but it has not gone; and how could 
they be sure that He had not already made good his 
words ? indeed, there was much to render it likely that 
He had. Their own words which fol^w imply as much : 
^ Yettf and certain women of our company made us aston- 
ishedy which were early at the sepulchre. And when they 
found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also 
seen a vision of angels, which said that He was alive* 
(ver. 1-10; John xx. 1, 2). The hesitating, doubting 
disciples will not confidently affirm of this that it was a 
mere subjective imagination of these women; as little 
pledge themselves to its objective reality. They speak of 
it therefore as ' a vision of angels,' leaving this matter un- 
decided. They go on to tell of the visit of Peter and 
John to the sepulchre ; ' and certain of them which were 
with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the 
women had said.' But, having thus stated all which gave 
them warrant for hope, they yet leave oflf with the 
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mournful, desponding words — ^ hut Him they eaw not ' (cf. 
ver. 12; John xx. 3-10). 

They have poured out all their hearts before Him. H 
is now his turn to speak. He still, indeed, preserves his 
incognito ; their eyes are holden as at the first, so that 
they still see in Him no more than the sympathizing 
stranger, who has joined himself to them in the way. 
Much, no doubt, they must have wondered when they 
found in Him a scribe instructed to the kingdom; one 
who took the part of their former hopes against their 
present fears ; one whose very rebukes, earnest as they 
were, must have been welcome ; for it was their despair 
which He rebuked ; and just so far as they acknowledged 
those rebukes to be just, their despair must have given 
place to hope, their sorrow have been turned into joy. 
^ And He said unto them^ fooh^ and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken.* Some of the 
Scripture they had believed, as much as fell in with their 
preconceived notions, prejudices, and opinions ; which is 
so often the way with us all ; but not ' all that the prophets 
had spoken* Man*s word, and woman's word, and angels' 
words, they had paid more or less heed to all these ; but 
God's word, that word which liveth and abide th for ever, 
they had not built and established themselves on it. Of 
that word they had not enquired, nor sought to learn 
from it how it should fare with the Christ of God ; else 
they would have found that the very things over which 
they were mourning, as the defeat and discomfiture of all 
their high-raised expectations, had long ago, even from 
the beginning, been fore-announced and declared needful 
preliminaries to his entrance into his glory. They 
would there have learned that these sufferings and this 
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death, so far from giving the lie to their Lord's pretensions 
as the Christ, were actually laid down in Scripture as 
things without the endurance of which the true signs 
of the Messiah would have been wanting in Him ; that 
through the vestibule of death it was appointed for Him 
to pass into the palace of life : ' Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things^ and to enter into his glory f They 
hitherto had not spoken of Christ but in a roundabout 
manner, as ^ He that should have redeemed Israel' (ver. 
21) ; but the Lord at once employs this word which 
stood at the centre of all Jewish hopes. They err who 
conclude from hence that Christ had entered into his 
glory already ; He did not do this till his Ascension, and 
this which He is speaking now is not history, but doctrine. 
Did not the Scripture announce a suffering Messiah before 
a reigning and glorious One ? 

* And beginning at Moses and all the prophets^ He ex- 
pounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concern- 
ing Himself (cf. ver. 44; John i. 45; Acts xxvi. 22, 23 ; 
1 Pet. i. 1 1). What, we may reverently enquire, were the 
passages to which the great Prophet of the New Covenant 
mainly referred, as having in Himself been fulfilled ? And 
first, what prophecies of a suffering Messiah did He recog- 
nize and allow, claim in the books of Moses for his own ? 
He began, as we can hardly doubt, with the prot- 
evangelium; the Seed of the woman, who should bruise 
the serpent's head, or, in other words, inflict on him a 
wound which should be deadly, was not Himself to escape 
unscathed altogether; this same serpent should bruise 
his heel (Gen. iii. 15). And then there were the types, 
claimed by the Lord in the days of his flesh, or by those 
who wrote concerning Him, as fulfilled in Him ; the 

Y 
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brazen serpent (Num. xxi. 9 ; John iii. 14) ; the paschal 
Lamb (Exod. xii. 46 ; John xix. 36) ; and as the types, 
so also the typical persons ; Joseph, who from the lowest 
humiliation of the pit and the dungeon passed to the highest 
\ place of dignity and honour, even to the right hand of 
the throne; David, who suffered so much and so long 
/ from the persecutions of Saul — these, with many more, 
/ And when the august Interpreter of the things in Scripture 
concerning Himself reached the prophets, it can be little 
doubtful that the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah was the 
central prophecy which He expounded. Around this 
there would be grouped the great prophetical Psalms of 
the Crucifixion — the Psalms are specially referred to, not 
here, but ver. 44 — as eminently the twenty-scicond, claimed 
by the Lord upon his cross (Matt, xxvii. 46 ; Mark xv. 
\ 24), and the fortieth, claimed in like manner for Him by 
j his apostle (Heb. x. 5) ; then further Daniel ix. 26 ; and 
I the book of the prophet Jonah ; while Zechariah would 
' prove rich in prophetic glimpses of all which had just on 
Calvary been fulfilled, as xii. 10 ; xiii. 7. These disciples 
had assumed that Jesus of Nazareth could not be the 
Christ, iecauae He had suffered these things ; the Lord 
shews them from all Scripture that He could not be the 
Christ, unless He had suffered these things. 

And now, while He was still engaged in opening to 
them the Scriptures, ^they drew nigh unto the village^ 
whither they went; and He made as though He wovJd have 
gone further ; not, that is, pretended, but actually would 
have gone further, unless they had detained Him; by 
thus offering to proceed, proving them, whether his words 
had taken any mighty hold upon them or not; and 
whether there wa& any desire upon their part for further 
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commanion with Him (cf. Mark vi. 48). It was seen 
that there was so. Much they had heard, yet they evi- 
dently desired to hear still more. * But they constrained 
Him^ saying J Abide with uSy for it is toward evening^ and 
the day is far spent. And He went in to tarry with them ' 
— to be their guest now, as two of their number at the 
outset of his ministry had been his (John i. 39). 

^And it came to pasSy as Hesaiat meat with them^ He 
took hready arid blessed ity and braJce^ and gave to them' 
He, in some sort the guest, assumes at once the place of 
the host, and, as at other times (Matt xiv. 19 ; xv. 36 ; 
xxvi. 26), the prerogatives of the householder or goodman 
of the house, to whom this blessing and giving of thanks 
of right belonged. ^ And their eyes were opened^ and 
they knew Him; and He vanished out of their sight' He 
was known to them, as they themselves report to the 
Eleven, Hn breaking of bread' (ver. 35). This might 
seem to imply that there was something in the act of 
breaking of bread by which they recognized at last with 
whom they had to do. At the same time the words, 
'their eyes were opened^' going before 'they knew HiiUy 
and put evidently as the condition of their knowing, 
imply that it was not a mere natural conclusion which 
*they drew from something which they saw Him do, but 
a supernatural enlightenment, a ceasing of the condition 
indicated at ver. 16, where it is said, 'their eyes were 
holden' But what was there, it may be asked, in this 
'breaking of bread' by which they knew Him? Some 
answer that this was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist,^ 
and that they recognized the form of consecrating words. 

* Thus Aagastine (Seinn, 239): Iq paais fractione oogaosoitar, quia ibi 
peroipitar, ubi vita sterna peroipitur. 

t2 
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But, in the fifst place, certainly these two were not pre- 
sent at the institution of the Holy Eucharist, for only 
apostles, which these are not, were there. And then, in 
the second place, it is an entirely gratuitous assumption 
that this was an Eucharistic celebration. Roman Catholics 
are fond of asserting that it was so, thus to find warrant 
and authority for reception under one kind, only bread 
being mentioned here. The blessing of the bread can of 
itself prove nothing. It is quite true that this is mentioned, 
and that it constituted an essential part of the Eucharistic 
celebration (Mark xiv. 22) ; but as at other times also He 
blessed the bread (Mark vi. 41), no argument can be 
drawn from hence ; and for us the absence of one of the 
constituent elements of this sacrament may well be de- 
cisive that no such sacrament was here. The words can 
scarcely mean more than that at that solemn moment 
their Lord revealed to them who He was. The manner, 
of his disappearance, like that of all his comings and 
goings after the Resurrection, is mysterious (John xx. 
19, 26), and quite unlike anything which had found place 
before. His body, it is evident, was not any longer sub- 
mitted to the same laws as those to which ours are 
submitted now, and to which his own had been hitherto 
submitted. 

' And they said one to anothery Did not our heart bum 
within us, while He talked with us hy the way, and wkUe 
He opened to us the Scriptures ? ' They wonder that this 
had not enabled them long since to guess who it was that 
had thus been speaking with them. The nearest parallel 
to this of the heart burning within them may be found in 
the words of the Psalmist, * While I was musing, the fire 
burned; then spake I with my tongue' (Ps. xxxix. 3). 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ON THE WAT TO EMMAUS. 32J 

With such tidings to tell, they do not tarry any longer at 
Emmaus. ' They rose up the same houvy and returned to 
Jerusalem^ and found the eleven gathered together ^ and them 
that were with them.* Yet if they imagined that they were 
the first to bring the glad tidings, in this they were dis- 
appointed — if disappointment it could be called ; they did 
but contribute another stream to swell the great floodtide 
^f j<>y> which every moment was rising higher and higher. 
They found the Eleven, and them that were with them, 
able to answer good tidings with good ; nay, as it would 
seem, preventing their good tidings with those which they 
had themselves to tell, with evidence coming in from one 
quarter and another, and now from the very chief among 
themselves, that the barriers of the grave had indeed been 
broken, that their Lord was in truth that Conqueror of 
death, that Prince of life, which in their unbelieving ears 
He had proclaimed Himself to be : ^ The Lord is risen 
indeed, and hath appeared to Simon' (cf. 1 Cor. xv. 5). 
And yet, anticipated though their tidings had been, every 
confirmation of a fact so marvellous, so far transcending 
all experience and all hope, must have been welcome ; 
welcome therefore their confirmation of it, as they threw 
their symbol into the common stock of hope ripening 
now into glorious certainty, as ' they told what things were 
done in the way, and how He was known of them in 
breaking of bread J ^ 



' This Sori|>ttire, besides its literal and historio meaning, maj possibly 
have a symbolic meaning as well. Such Hugh of St. Victor has traced in it 
{Miscel, i. 100): Jesus in viA ambulantibus faciem saam absoondit, osten- 
snms earn in patriA. Propterea in fine yi» cum discambere coepissent, fregit 
Jesns panem ut interiora ejus patescerent, et ibi earn agnoverant, quia post 
vitflB hnjas cursnm in regno oaBlomm cum Abraham et Isaac et Jacob dis- 
cumbentes, et super mensam ejus edentes et bibentes in edterno convivio, Jesu 
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olaritatem videbant. None aatem interim in viA peregriLos apparet, at 
ezilinm noBtrnm agnoscamns, et quod alia est patria nostra. £t ooUoquendo 
corda ad amorem inflammat, sed ocnlos ad contemplationem adhac non 
revelat Qui ergo in viA ex sermonibus Jesa ignem amoris corde oonoipiont, 
in fine viie olaritatem ejns yidebnnt. Sunt itaqne linguffi igne® qus 
veniant ad nos ; et verba flammantia quotidie Christum nobis loquentem 
audimus ; quia spiritum Ohristi non habet, qui verba Ohristi audiendo non 
ardet I will fill this page with one quotation more from the same illus- 
trious theologian, its right to a place here consisting in the commentarj 
which it supplies to those words of the disciples, * Did not our heart hum 
within us t ' though indeed I am more tempted to quote it as a magni- 
ficent specimen of what medieval Latin in the hands of a great master, who 
had some great truth to set forth, could accomplish (Jn Eccles, Horn, i) : 
In meditatione quasi quasdam lucta est ignorantis cum scientiA, et lumen 
veritatis quodammodo in medi& caligine erroris emicat ; velut ignis in ligno 
yiridi, prime quidem difficile apprehendit, sed cum flatu vehementer ezcitatus 
fuerit, et acrius in subjeotam materiam exardescere coeperit, tunc magnos 
quosdam fumosed caliginis globes exurgere, et ipsam adhuc modics scintil- 
lationis flainmam rarius interlucentem obvolvere videmus : donee tandem, 
paulatim crescente incendio, vapore omni exhausto et caligine diejectA, 
splendor serenus appareat. Tunc victrix flamma in omnem crepitantis rogi 
congoriem discurrens, libere dominatur ; snbjectamque materiam circum- 
Tolitans, ac molli attactu perstringens lambendo exnrit ac penetrat : nee prius 
quiescit, quam interna penetrando snccedens totum quodammodo traxeritin 
se, quod invenit prseter se. Postquam autem incendio id quod exurendum 
est coDcrematum a sn& quodammodo natur& totum in ignis similitudinem 
proprietatemque transierit, tunc omnis fragor decidit et strepitus sopitur, 
atque ilia flammarum spicula e medio sublata tolluntur, s»vusqne iUe et vorax 
ignis, cunctis sibi subjectis et amicA quAdam similitudine concorporatis, 
in alUi se pace ulentioque componit ; quia jam non invenit nee diversum 
aliquid pneterse, nee ad versum contra se. . . . Sicnimirum carnalecor, quasi 
lignum viride, et necdum ab humore carnalis concupiscentiffi exsiccatnm, si 
quando aliqnam divini timoris sen dilectionis scintillam conceperit, priraum 
quidem pravis desideriis reluctantibus passionum et perturbation urn fumus 
exoritur ; deinde, roborat4 mente, cum flamma amoris et validius ardere et 
darins splendere coeperit, mox omnb perturbationum caligo evanescit ; et 
jam pur& mente animus ad contemplationem veritatis se diffundit Novissime 
autem, postquam assiduA veritatis contemplatione cor penetratum fuerit, et 
ad ipsum summa veritatis fontem meduUitus toto animm affectu intraverit, 
tunc in idipsum dulcedinis quasi totum ignitum, et in ignem amoris oon- 
versum, ab omni strepitn et perturbatione paoatisslmnm requiescit. 
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